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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

Meeting Date: 5/15/2025 

From: Jeff Franco, Recreation Coordinator 

  Noreen Leek, Parks & Recreation Director 

Subject: Approve the Bright Minds Africa Swim-a-Thon for Event 

cosponsorship   

 

Community Goal/Result 

Community Building 

Purpose 

Promote cultural and social events that encourage community engagement and provide assistance to 

local non-profit organizations. 

Recommendation 

Approve the Bright Minds Africa Swim-a-Thon as a co-sponsored event. 

Background 

Bright Minds Africa is a non-profit organization that provides a school partnership program at Lipman 

Middle School.  One of their founders, Gina Dettmer, is a Brisbane resident.  The mission of Bright Minds 

Africa is to empower girls and remove the obstacles that prevent them from accessing education, 

including family dynamics, community needs, and social issues like early marriage. Bright Minds Africa 

achieves this through various programs, including:  

• Education: Identifying out-of-school children and working with their families to enroll them, 

providing scholarships, and supporting local schools with teacher training and infrastructure.  

• Literacy: Developing libraries in schools and communities to combat functional illiteracy and 

offer literacy programming.  

• Healthcare: Addressing malnutrition, HIV transmission, and maternal health issues through 

various interventions.  

• Other Initiatives: Providing clean water projects, microloans, and mentorship. 

Currently, Lipman students engage in a pen pal exchange program with students in Nigeria and 

fundraise for communities throughout West Africa. Through Bright Minds Africa, Brisbane residents 

have the opportunity to sponsor students in Nigeria and partake in an annual donor dinner.  

Discussion 

Bright Minds Africa’s inaugural Swim-a-Thon event is being proposed for Saturday, June 7, 2025, from 

3:30-7:00pm at the Brisbane Community Pool.  The event set up would begin at 2:30pm and clean up 

would be completed by 7:15pm. Lifeguards would be onsite throughout the duration of the event.  The 
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event would consist of community members registering in advance and swimming laps to raise funds to 

donate towards construction of a High School for girls in Nigeria.      

Fiscal Impact 
Bright Minds Africa is requesting support from the city as summarized in the table below.  They have 
requested use of the Brisbane Community Pool for the aforementioned event.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT SUMMARY BASED ON APPLICATION   

Hourly Rental of the 
Community Pool    

Approximately 5 hours @ 
$175/hour = $875  
(including set up/clean up)  

Requesting to be waived  

Promotional and Marketing 
Support  

Waived  

  
 

Attachments 

1. Cosponsorship Application 

 

 

Jeff Franco  _______                    
Jeff Franco, Recreation Coordinator 

 

 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 
Noreen Leek, Parks & Recreation Director  Jeremy Dennis, City Manager 
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