CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

Meeting Date: October 2, 2025
From: Jeremy Dennis, City Manager
Subject: Discussion — Real Estate Signs

Recommendation
Per the request of Councilmember Davis, staff recommend that the City Council discuss whether
the current sign ordinance is sufficient to manage real estate signage placement during showings

Background/Discussion
Advertising signs are regulated in the Brisbane Municipal Code (Attachment 1).

As defined, an off-site open house sign is “a temporary off-site sign that serves solely to provide
directions to a property being offered for sale which is open for inspection by the general public
on the day the sign is displayed” (Chapter 17.36.020 Definitions)

The City’s current regulations require that off-site open house signs (the type typically seen at
busy intersections publicizing an open house on the weekends) be displayed on the day of the
open house, be no larger than 6 square feet, and do not require review of the Community
Development Department staff.

Anecdotal reporting suggests that such signage is being placed off site for the duration of
showings instead of being removed at the end of each day’s showring.

Staff has provided five examples of policies in neighboring (San Mateo County) communities that
generally deploy a stricter approach to off-premises real estate signs, requiring them to be
removed by sundown or only during certain hours.

Staff recommend that the City Council discuss whether the ordinance should be amended to
further refine the ordinance.

Fiscal Impact
There is no fiscal impact associated with this discussion. Should the Council wish to direct further

discussions, there will be modest costs associated with staff time performing unanticipated work.

Attachments



1. Chapter 17.36 — Advertising Signs
2. Examples of policies in other cities
Dennca

(74 (%4
Jeremy Dennis, City Manager



Attachment 1

Chapter 17.36 ADVERTISING SIGNS*

17.36.010 Purpose and application of chapter.

A.

Purpose. In order to preserve the natural beauty of the city, to enhance the community's appearance, to
conserve the character of its residential districts, to establish appropriate signage for the city's nonresidential
districts, and to protect the public safety, the type, location, size and illumination of advertising signs are
regulated.

Application. This chapter shall apply to all advertising signs located on private property, whether temporarily
or permanently; provided, however, this chapter shall not apply to:

1. Any signs owned by the city, wherever located; or

2. Any signs placed on private property by the property owner or with such owner's consent, which have
been expressly authorized to be located thereon by resolution of the city council.

Nothing contained in this chapter shall be deemed to authorize or permit the placement of any sign on public

property.
(Ord. 401 § 1(part), 1995).

17.36.020 Definitions.

A.

In addition to the definitions set forth in Chapter 17.04, all of which are applicable to this chapter, the
following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them in this section, unless the
context or the provision clearly requires otherwise:

1. "Advertising sign" (referred to in this chapter as "sign") means any alpha-numeric lettering, trademark,
design, ornamentation, or picture which identifies or advertises a person, institution, organization,
business, service or product, which is attached to or made a part of any structure or placed upon any
land or in or on any window, which is visible from any public or private street, highway, sidewalk or
alley, or other outside public area. Paintings or other art forms visible to the public are not considered
advertising signs.

2. "Awning sign" means a sign that is printed, painted, fixed, marked, stamped or otherwise impressed
upon the surface of an awning covering.

3. "Banner" means any sign of lightweight fabric or similar material that is mounted at one or more edges
to a pole or the exterior of a building.

4, "Billboard." See "nonappurtenant advertising structure."

5. "Construction sign" means a temporary sign that announces the name and character of a building
under construction and may identify those persons directly connected with the construction.

6. "Directional sign" means a sign that is located on-site, the sole purpose of which is to direct the flow of
traffic, indicate entrances or exits and transmit parking information.

1 Prior ordinance history: Ords. 298 and 373.
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"Directory sign" means a sign identifying or advertising multiple businesses located on the same site as
the sign.

"Election sign" means a sign as defined in Section 17.32.260 of this code.

"Freestanding sign" means a sign affixed to the ground and detached from any building. See "pole sign"
and "monument sign."

"Height of sign" means the distance between the highest point of a sign and the finished grade at its
base.

"Identification sign" means a sign displaying the name of the property or the premises upon which
displayed or the owner or occupant thereof.

"llluminated sign" means a sign having its own immediate source of internal or external illumination.

"Kinetic sign" means a sign that is reflective, rotating, wind-driven, flashing, animated or revolving,
including electronic readerboards.

"Monument sign" means a freestanding sign without exposed supports or poles.

"Nonappurtenant advertising structure" means a structure that advertises products or businesses
which do not pertain solely to uses permitted and conducted on the property where such structure is
located.

"Nonconforming sign" means a sign legally constructed or installed in compliance with all zoning
regulations then applicable to the site, but which, by virtue of a subsequent change in such regulations
or reclassification or annexation of the property, no longer conforms with the sign regulations currently
applicable to the site.

"Off-site directional sign" means an off-site sign that serves solely to provide directions to a local
business.

"Off-site open house sign" means a temporary off-site sign that serves solely to provide directions to a
property being offered for sale which is open for inspection by the general public on the day the sign is
displayed.

"Pole sign" means a sign supported from the ground by a pole or poles.

"Portable sign" means any sign which is intended to be moved or capable of being moved, whether or
not on wheels or other special supports.

"Primary frontage" means that single property line of a lot abutting a public or private street and
providing the principal means of access to the lot or occupancy thereof.

"Privilege sign" means a sign containing the name and/or logo of any product or service other than that
which provides the majority of the business conducted on the site.

"Projection sign" means a sign that is affixed at an angle or perpendicular to the wall of any building.

"Residential home occupation sign" means a sign located on the site of a dwelling unit that identifies a
home occupation being legally conducted on the same site by the occupant of the dwelling unit.

"Roof sign" means a sign located on the roof of a building.

"Sale or lease sign" means a temporary sign advertising the sale or rental of all or a portion of the
premises upon which the sign is located.

"Secondary frontage" means any property line of a lot abutting a public or private street other than the
primary frontage.



28. "Sign." See "Advertising sign."

29. "Sign area" means the area of a sign as calculated in accordance with the procedures for measurement
illustrated in Figure 17.36.0208.

30. "Sign program" means an overall plan for signage, as approved by the planning commission, pertaining
to all or any portion of a site and the buildings thereon, which may include, but is not limited to, unique
requirements for the sign area, dimension, color, material, design, size and illumination of all signs to
be erected or installed pursuant to the sign program.

31. "Subdivision sale sign" means a temporary sign advertising the sale of lots or homes within a
subdivision of five (5) or more lots.

32. "Temporary sign" means a sign that is not permanently installed or affixed to the site and is required to
be removed within the time prescribed in Table 17.36.020 for the applicable type of sign.

33. "Wall sign" means a sign affixed parallel to a wall or painted on the wall so as to read parallel to the
wall.

34. "Window sign" means a sign affixed on a window or within a window frame.

(Ord. 401 § 1(part), 1995).

(Ord. No. 640, § 2, 7-18-19)

17.36.030 General regulations.

A.

Compliance with chapter. No advertising sign shall be erected, installed, altered or maintained in any zoning
district in the city, except in conformity with the provisions of this chapter.

Requirement for permit-Exceptions. No person shall place, erect, install, alter or maintain any sign in the city
without first obtaining a sign permit pursuant to this chapter; provided, however, that the following signs
may be installed without obtaining a sign permit if the sign fully complies with the applicable requirements
set forth in Table 17.36.020 and Figure 17.36.020A of this chapter:

1. Identification signs;

2. Off-site open house signs;

3 Residential home occupation signs;

4, Sale and lease signs;

5 Temporary window signs;

6 Window signs less than one square foot in area.

Site restrictions. All advertising signs shall be located on the same site as the use they identify or advertise,
with the exception of off-site directional signs and off-site open house signs. As used herein, the term "site,"
as applied to subdivision signs, means within the boundaries of the subdivided property as shown on either:
(i) the recorded final map; or (ii) the tentative map, if the final map is not yet recorded. Nonappurtenant
advertising structures are prohibited in all districts.

Sign area. The area of each individual sign shall be calculated in accordance with the procedures for
measurement illustrated in Figure 17.36.020B. The maximum total area of sighage permitted on a lot shall be
determined in accordance with the applicable requirement set forth in Table 17.36.020.

Height of Sign. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, the height of a sign shall not exceed the
maximum height prescribed for the district in which the sign is located.



Construction and Maintenance. All signs shall comply with the following construction and maintenance
requirements:

1.  All new signs shall be designed, constructed and installed in accordance with the Uniform Sign Code;
provided, however, that in the event of any conflict or inconsistency between the provisions of the
Uniform Sign Code and the provisions of this chapter, the provisions of this chapter shall be controlling.

2. All new signs shall be adequately finished to give a professional appearance and assure durability.

3. All projecting signs shall have a clearance of not less than eight feet or the distance required by the
provisions of the Uniform Sign Code, whichever is greater.

4.  All signs shall be regularly maintained and kept in good condition and repair.

Applicable Sign Classification. Where more than one classification under this title can be applied to the same
sign, the classification having the most restrictive regulations shall be applied.

Unauthorized Signs. It is unlawful for any person who is not the owner or legal occupant of private property
to place any sign on such property without authorization by the owner or legal occupant thereof.

(Ord. 401 § 1(part), 1995).

17.36.040 Primary and secondary frontage.

A.

In the case of a lot having both a primary and one or more secondary frontages, additional signs facing the
secondary frontage(s) may be installed, provided that:

1.  The total sign area of the additional signs on the secondary frontage(s) does not exceed one-half () of
the maximum sign area that would be allowed under Figure 17.36.020A if the secondary frontage were
the primary frontage; and

2. The combined total sign area for all signs on both the primary and secondary frontages shall not
exceed one hundred (100) square feet.

In cases where there is more than one frontage, the planning director shall determine the frontage that will
be classified as primary and the frontage(s) that will be classified as secondary for the purposes of this
chapter. Such determination shall have no effect upon the application of any other zoning regulation
contained in this title.

(Ord. 401 § 1(part), 1995).

17.36.050 Sign program.

A.

A sign program shall be required in each of the following cases:

1. For lots having a primary frontage of more than one hundred (100) feet where signage in excess of one
hundred (100) square feet is being requested;

2. For lots having a combined primary frontage and secondary frontage of more than one hundred (100)
feet where signage in excess of the square footage allowed under Section 17.36.040(A)(1) is requested
for the secondary frontage;

3. For lots having a primary frontage of less than one hundred (100) feet but having multiple tenants or
occupants on the same site where signage in excess of the square footage otherwise allowed in Figure
17.36.020A is being requested;



4, For lots having multiple nonresidential uses which are located in residential districts, where signage in
excess of twenty (20) square feet is being requested;

5. For property which is the subject of a specific plan adopted pursuant to Sections 65450-65457 of the
Government Code; or

6. For property which is the subject of a planned development permit issued pursuant to Chapter 17.28 of
this title.

In connection with the approval of a sign program, the planning commission shall have authority to impose
such modified or additional requirements as the planning commission may deem necessary or appropriate in
order to achieve the purposes of this chapter. No sign program shall be approved unless the planning
commission is able to make all of the applicable findings set forth in subsection D of Section 17.36.060. Upon
approval of a sign program by the planning commission, the planning director shall thereafter issue a sign
permit for each sign to be located upon the subject property if the planning director finds and determines
that the proposed sign complies with the approved sign program.

The city on its own initiative, by resolution of the planning commission following the conduct of a public
hearing, may adopt a sign program for any zoning district or other specified geographic area for the purpose
of establishing a consistent and uniform plan for signage within such district or area. Notice of the public
hearing shall be given in the same manner as would be utilized for notice of the proposed adoption of a
zoning regulation governing such district or geographic area.

(Ord. 401 § 1(part), 1995).

17.36.060 Approval of sign permits and sign programs.

A.

Application. Application for a sign permit or approval of a sign program shall be made to the department of
building and planning in accordance with Sections 17.02.070 and 17.02.080 of this title.

Review of Application. Applications shall be reviewed as follows:
1. Sign Permit. All applications for a sign permit shall be subject to review by either:

a.  The planning director, if the proposed sign complies with the requirements contained in Table
17.36.020 and does not exceed the sign area shown on Figure 17.36.020A as being within the
approval authority of the planning director; or

b.  The zoning administrator or the planning commission, as determined by the type and size of the
proposed sign, in accordance with the requirements contained in Table 17.36.020 and the chart
set forth in Figure 17.36.020A.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the planning director may elect to refer any permit application to the
zoning administrator for a decision thereon, and the zoning administrator may elect to refer any permit
application to the planning commission for a decision thereon, whenever the planning director or the zoning
administrator determines that the proposed sign may create an adverse visual, aesthetic, safety or other
impact upon neighboring properties or the occupants thereof. In the event of such referral, the application
shall be processed in the same manner and subject to the same requirements for notice and findings as if
originally filed with the approving authority to which it has been referred.

2. Sign Program. All applications for approval of a sign program shall be subject to review by the planning
commission.

Notice.

1. Sign Permits Issued by Planning Director. Sign permit applications subject to review only by the
planning director may be granted upon submittal, without prior notice to any other parties or the



conduct of a meeting or other form of public hearing thereon by the planning director, in the same
manner as an application for a building permit.

Sign Permits Issued by Zoning Administrator or Planning Commission. For sign permit applications
requiring review by the zoning administrator or planning commission, notice of the meeting at which
the review will take place shall be mailed to property owners and occupants on both sides of, and
directly across the street from, the site on which the sign is proposed to be placed at least ten (10)
calendar days prior to the meeting.

Sign Program Approved by Planning Commission. For sign program applications, notice shall be
provided to all property owners within three hundred (300) feet of the site at least ten (10) calendar
days prior to the date of the planning commission meeting at which the application will be considered.

When notice is required to be given, it shall set forth the time and place of the meeting at which the

application will be considered and shall advise the recipient that written comments may be submitted prior
to the meeting and both written and verbal comments will be received by the approving authority at the
time of the meeting.

Findings for Approval. No sign permit shall be granted and no sign program shall be approved unless the
planning director, or the zoning administrator, or the planning commission, as the case may be, is able to
make each of the following findings as may be applicable to the application;

1.

All advertising signs must conform to the requirements of Table 17.36.020 and Figure 17.36.020A,
unless specifically exempted in this chapter.

For all advertising signs subject to permit approval by the zoning administrator or the planning
commission, it must also be found that:

a.  The sign complies with all applicable city ordinances; and

b.  The sign does not conflict with the building scale, colors, materials, architectural details and
styles found in the specific neighborhood or area of the city in which the sign is proposed to be
located.

For off-site directional signs, it must also be found that:
a.  Thesign provides directions to a local business only; and

b.  The sign is necessary because the location of the business is not readily visible from the street
designated as the primary frontage of the site.

For portable signs, it must also be found that:

a.  The sign will be safely secured during and after business hours; and

b.  The sign, when displayed, does not present a hazard to vehicular or pedestrian traffic.
For illuminated or kinetic signs, it must also be found that:

a.  The sign does not produce glare; and

b.  The sign does not present a distraction or hazard to pedestrians, motorists, or the occupants of
other neighboring properties; and

c. The sign does not otherwise cause a public nuisance.

For sign programs, it must also be found that the program is consistent with the city's general plan and
any specific plan or planned development permit applicable to the site.

Changes to Approved Signs. No sign for which a sign permit has been issued shall be altered or changed
without the prior approval of the authority that granted the permit; provided, however, that the planning



director may approve signs where only the face is being changed and the physical structure and
characteristics of the sign are not being altered.

(Ord. 401 § 1(part), 1995).

17.36.070 Appeals.

A.

Appeals From Decisions of Planning Director. Any decision or determination made by the planning director
pursuant to this chapter may be appealed by the applicant to the planning commission in accordance with
the procedure set forth in Section 17.52.005 of this title, except that the appeal shall be filed within seven (7)
calendar days after the date on which the decision or determination is rendered. The acceptance of a sign
permit or a building permit for the sign shall constitute a waiver by the applicant of all rights to appeal
granted by this title.

Appeals From Decisions of Zoning Administrator. Any decision or determination made by the zoning
administrator pursuant to this chapter may be appealed to the planning commission in accordance with the
procedure set forth in Section 17.56.100 of this title.

Appeals From Decisions of Planning Commission. Any decision or determination made by the planning
commission pursuant to this chapter may be appealed to the city council in accordance with the procedure
set forth in Sections 17.52.010 and 17.52.020 of this title, except that the appeal shall be filed within ten (10)
calendar days after the date on which the decision or determination is rendered.

(Ord. 401 § 1(part), 1995).

17.36.080 Nonconforming signs.

A nonconforming sign shall not be replaced, altered, redesigned, reconstructed or relocated unless or until

the sign is made to conform with the provisions of this chapter. Ordinary maintenance and repairs which will not
increase the normal life of the sign and are required for safety purposes or to comply with Section 17.36.030(F)(4)
will be allowed.

(Ord. 401 § 1(part), 1995).

17.36.090 Unlawful signs.

A.

Unlawful Signs Declared Public Nuisance. Any sign erected, constructed, altered, enlarged or maintained in
violation of the provisions of this chapter is declared to be unlawful and a public nuisance. Each sign found to
be in violation of any such provision shall constitute a separate violation of this chapter. Upon order by the
city council, the city attorney shall commence such action or proceeding for abatement of the public
nuisance through removal, maintenance or repair of the sign as may be authorized by law. The remedies
provided for in this section shall be cumulative and not exclusive of any other rights or remedies available to
the city upon a violation of this title.

Recovery of Abatement Costs. The cost of all proceedings conducted by the city to remove an unlawful sign
or to maintain or repair an existing sign shall be paid to the city by the person to whom a permit for such sign
was issued, or, in the absence of a sign permit, payment shall be made by the owner of the property upon
which the sign was erected or installed. The city may recover such abatement costs in the same manner as
provided in this title, or otherwise provided by law, for recovery of costs related to the abatement of public
nuisances.

(Ord. 401 § 1(part), 1995).



Table 17.36.020
Requirements for Advertising Signs

Type of Sign Maximum Sign Area Review Process Other Requirements
Sale or Rental:

Residential | 6 sq. ft. None Not more than 1 sign per
unit; remove not later
than 10 days after
finalization of sale or
rental.

16 sq. ft. None Not more than 1 sign per

Nonresidential unit; remove not later
than 10 days after
finalization of sale or
rental.

Off-Site Open | 6 sq. ft. None Display limited to day of

House: open house.

Subdivision: 40 sq. ft. Planning director Not more than 1 sign at

each major entrance to
the project; display
limited to 6 months.
Extensions for display
beyond 6 months can be
granted by planning
director based upon a
finding that the signs are
reasonably necessary for
marketing of the lots or
dwelling units in the
project and do not create
any adverse aesthetic or
safety impacts.

Construction:

1 sq. ft. per 1 foot of
frontage; 100 sq. ft.
maximum

Planning director

Not more than 1 sign per
site; remove not later
than 45 days from
issuance of first
certificate of occupancy
for improvements on the
site where the sign is
located.

Identification:

1 sq. ft.

None

Not more than 1 sign per
unit.

Residential
Home
Occupation:

3 sq. ft.

None

Home occupation permit
must have been granted
for the activity advertised




by the sign; not more
than 1 sign per permit.

Multifamily Planning director Not more than 1 sign per
Residential frontage.
Uses in Freestanding signs shall
Residential not exceed 4 feet in
Districts: height.
Frontage of | 10 sq. ft. No sign shall be
less than 100 permitted on the roof or
feet roof eave of any building.
Frontage of | 20 sq. ft.
100 feet or
more
Secondary 8 sq. ft.
frontage
Nonresidential | 20 sq. ft. Planning director Not more than 1 sign per

Uses in

site.

Residential

Districts:

Wall: Figure 17.36.020A Figure 17.36.020A None.

Projecting: 15 sq. ft. (sign area Zoning administrator 3 foot maximum
measured for one side encroachment into the
only) public right-of-way.

1 foot maximum
projection above the face
of the structure.

Not more than 1
projecting sign per site.

Awning: Figure 17.36.020A (sign Zoning administrator 3 foot maximum
area measured for front encroachment into the
and one side only) public right-of-way.

No projection above the
face of the building.

Window:

Permanent- | Figure 17.36.020A Figure 17.36.020A None

more than 1

sq. ft.

Permanent-1 1 sq. ft. None None.

sqg. ft. or less

Temporary None None. Interior only; display

limited to 90 days.

Roof: Figure 17.36.020A Zoning administrator Restricted to the

following general plan
subareas only:
Southeast Bayshore,




Northeast Bayshore,
Northwest Bayshore
north of Main Street,
Beatty, Baylands, and
Southwest Bayshore.

Freestanding:

Pole

Figure 17.36.020A

Planning Commission

Restricted to the
following General Plan
subareas only:
Southeast Bayshore,
Northeast Bayshore,
Northwest Bayshore
north of Main Street,
Beatty, Baylands, and
Southwest Bayshore.

Monument- | Figure 17.36.020A Figure 17.36.020A None.

less than 6 ft.

in height

Monument- | Figure 17.36.020A Zoning administrator None.

6 ft. or more

in height

Portable Figure 17.36.020A Zoning administrator Findings per Section
17.36.060(D).

Directory In accordance with approved sign program.

lluminated: Figure 17.36.020A Zoning administrator Findings per Section
17.36.060(D).

Banner:

Temporary | Figure 17.36.020A Planning director Display limited to not
more than an aggregate
of 90 days during any
single calendar year.

Permanent Figure 17.36.020A Zoning administrator None.

Kinetic: Figure 17.36.020A Planning commission Findings per Section
17.36.060(D).

Privilege: Figure 17.36.020A Figure 17.36.020A Not more than 25% of
the sign area or 25 sq. ft.,
whichever is less, shall be
devoted to brand
names/symbols which
shall be integrated with
the remainder of the
sign.

Off-site Figure 17.36.020A (for the | Planning commission Findings per Section

Directional: site on which the sign is 17.36.060(D).

located)




Prohibited in all
residential districts.

Sign Variable

Programs:

Planning commission

Properties with more
than 100 ft. of frontage;
Properties with not more
than 100 ft. of frontage
and multiple businesses;
Multiple nonresidential
uses in residential
districts where signage is
more than 20 sq. ft.;
Properties included in
master plan or specific
plan.

Individual
signs subject
to sign
program

Per sign program

Planning director

Per sign program.

Figure

17.36.020A-1

Maximum Total Sign Area Computed by Frontage

Lot Frontage

Maximum Total Sign

Planning Director

Zoning Administrator

Area Permitted Review Review
Up to 15 feet 15 sq. ft. All None.
Greater than 15 feet; 1 sq. ft. per 1 foot of All None.

up to 30 feet

frontage

Greater than 30 feet;
up to 40 feet

1 sq. ft. per 1 foot of
frontage

30 sq. ft. or less

Greater than 30 square
feet; up to 40 square
feet.

Greater than 40 feet;
up to 60 feet

1 sq. ft. per 1 foot of
frontage

35 sq. ft. or less

Greater than 35 square
feet; up to 60 square
feet.

Greater than 60 feet;
up to 80 feet

1 sq. ft. per 1 foot of
frontage

40 sq. ft. or less

Greater than 40 square
feet; up to 80 square
feet.

Greater than 80 feet;
up to 100 feet

1 sq. ft. per 1 foot of
frontage

45 sq. ft. or less

Greater than 45 square
feet; up to 100 square
feet.

Greater than 100 feet

100 sq. ft. unless
otherwise approved
the planning

commission as part of a

sign program

50 sq. ft. or less
by

Greater than 50 square
feet; up to 100 square
feet.




Figure 17.36.020A-2

Maximum Total Sign Area Computed by Frontage

_J
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Lot Frontage in Feet

Figure 17.36.020B

Determination of Sign Area
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Figure 17.36.020B

Determination of Sign Area (Continued)
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Attachment 2

Government Affairs

Sign Ordinance in Daly City
January 1, 2007

No permit required. Limit to one sign per property or business. Off-site and A-frames allowed provided that they are
removed by sundown each day and limited to the minimum necessary for directional purposes. A-frames may identify the
owner or agent's name, address and telephone number but must not otherwise be used to identify or advertise real estate
offices or businesses. Sign must not exceed 4 square feet in a residential zone or 12 square feet in any other zoning district.
Real estate signs must be placed on the offered property and must be removed within 30 days after the sale, rental or lease

of the property.

TAGGED: Daly City, Sign Ordinances
MORE POSTS

850 Woodside Way, San Mateo, CA 94401 - (650) 696-8200 - www.samcar.org - facebook.com/samcar.realtors
Printed on September 23, 2025 from http://www.samcar.org/posts/sign-ordinance-in-daly-city/

Copyright © San Mateo County Association of REALTORS®. All Rights Reserved.
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9/23/25, 11:22 AM Print Preview

THE CITY OF MILLBRAE'S TEMPORARY SIGNS CODE
10.10.300 Temporary signs.

A. Temporary Signs Not Requiring Design Review or a Sign Permit.

1. Election Signs. Election signs shall be placed on private property with the consent of
the private property owner and/or the occupant of the private property. No signs shall
be erected upon any public property or upon any public right-of-way as specified in
MMC 10.10.340(A). Signs shall be removed within ten days following the election by the
person who erected the sign or the owner/occupant of the property upon which the sign
is erected. Each candidate, campaign committee or authorized representative shall sign

an affidavit assuring removal of all election signs.

2. On-Premises Real Estate Signs. On-premises real estate signs in the R-1 and R-2
zoning districts shall not exceed four square feet in area and six feet in height. All other
districts are permitted nine square feet of area and six feet of height if sign is placed on
a pole, One sign is permitted per address for each street abutting the premises. The sign
shall be displayed on the subject property and is limited to the period such premises is
held for sale, rent or lease, and not more than fifteen days thereafter.

3. Off-Premises Real Estate Signs. Off-premises portable real estate signs shall not
exceed four square feet in area. Two such signs are permitted per address and shall be
displayed only between the hours of eight a.m. and five p.m. on a day when an open
house is held. Such signs shall be placed on private property; however, if private
property is not physically available, one of the two portable signs may be placed on
public property in a safe manner that does not obstruct or interfere with pedestrian or
vehicular traffic. Nonconforming signs may be administratively removed and retained by
the Millbrae police department for a period of up to fourteen days. A fee, the amount of
which is set forth in a resolution approved by the city council, shall be assessed to
release the sign. If the sign is not retrieved by its owner within fourteen days of its

removal, the police department may dispose of the sign.

4. Temporary Window Signs (for exterior display located in, on or within two feet of any
glazed window or door). Temporary window signs, located on the ground floor of
commercial and industrial businesses, which cover ten percent or less of any glazed
window or door area shall be permitted without design review or a sign permit. Signs
may be displayed for a period of time not exceeding thirty days for the same material. A
thirty-day period shall lapse before display of the same sign. Noncommercial signs shall
not be included in the percentage limitation.
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B. Temporary Signs Requiring a Temporary Sign Permit. No person shall erect exterior signs
or banners, temporary window signs which exceed ten percent window coverage, special
occasion pennants, flags, balloons, streamers, spinners, ribbons, portable signs or the like
without first complying with all portions of this chapter and then obtaining a temporary sign
permit from the community development department pursuant to MMC 10.10.050. The
temporary sign permit shall be limited to sixty calendar days per year, per address. Signs may
be displayed for one consecutive sixty-day period or any combination so designated by the
applicant. Signs and banners shall not be freestanding or placed in the public right-of-way or
on public property. Signs and banners shall be securely fastened and provide adequate
vertical clearance where necessary. Each sign is limited to one per street frontage and a
maximum of thirty-two square feet.

C. Temporary Street Banners. No person shall erect or maintain any sign or banner over,
across or above any public street, alley or other public place for any purpose whatsoever,
without first obtaining written approval from the Department of Public Works. The
department of public works may, upon receipt of a complete application and proof of
insurance, issue a sign permit for the erection and maintenance of a street banner or similar
device at the designated banner location {Broadway near Hillcrest Boulevard) if such device is
to be maintained in connection with an event of a general civic and/or public nature
conducted within the city. The department of public works may establish written conditions
for such sign permit as may be necessary to assure compliance with the purposes of this
chapter. (Ord. 626, § 2; 1976 Code § 10-2.607).
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Government Affairs

Sign Ordinance in Redwood City
January 1, 2007

No permit required. A maximum of 4 signs total for both on-site and off-site locations. Each sign must be removed within 10
days following the close of escrow on the sale or exchange of the property, the execution of a lease or the withdrawal of the
property from the market, or the completion of the economic transaction proposed by the sign. Portable signs may be
displayed at off-site locations, so long as they are on private property with the property owner's consent. Directional signs
must not exceed 4 square feet and 4 feet in height. Signs must not be placed in a manner as to constitute a traffic hazard or

an obstruction of view for drivers.

RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE SIGNS

Freestanding signs located on property with 4 or more units must not exceed 32 square feet in area and 15 feet in height,
while a property with less than 4 units must not exceed 12 square feet in area and 6 feet in height. Portable signs must not
exceed 3 feet in width and 3 feet in height. Wall signs or window signs located on property with 4 or more units must not
exceed 12 square feet in area, while a property with less than 4 unites must not exceed 4 square. On-site: Real estate signs

y be displayed on residential property. Properties with 4 or more unites are limited to 1 sign of each type displayed per
sucet frontage. Properties with less than 4 units are limited to 1 sign of either type per premise.

NONRESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE SIGNS

Freestanding signs located on property with 100 feet or more of linear frontage must not exceed 64 square feet in area and
15 feet in height, while property with less than 100 feet of linear frontage must not exceed 32 square feet in area and 6 feet
in height. Portable signs must not exceed 9 square feet in area, 3 feet in width, and 3 feet in height. Wall signs or window
signs located on property 100 feet or more of linear frontage must not exceed 64 square feet in area, while properties with
less than 100 feet of linear frontage must not exceed 32 square feet in area. On-site: properties with 100 feet or more of
street frontage is limited to 1 of each freestanding and wall sign per street frontage. Properties with less than 100 feet of
linear frontage is limited to 1 sign of either freestanding or wall sign.

TAGGED: Redwood City, Sign Ordinances
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Government Affairs

Sign Ordinance in San Carlos
January 1, 2007

No permit required. Limit to one sign posted upon each property advertising it for sale, not to exceed 6 square feet for each

lot.

Open house (directional signs) may only provide information and direction to the view and must not contain an advertising
message. Off-site open house signs must not exceed 4 square feet in are per side (8 square feet total) and 3 feet in height.
Single-sided sighs must not exceed 4 square feet in area. Off-site signs may be placed in the public right-of-way or on

private property only in the following matter:
1. The sign must not be placed on the sidewalk or in the street.
2.The sign may be placed in a park strip where not impairing vehicular visibility or pedestrian movement.

3. The sign may be placed behind the sidewalk on public property when not impairing vehicular visibility or pedestrian

movement.
he sign may be placed on private property with written permission from the owner.

5.The sign can be displayed during daytime hours, and only when an open house is in progress. Signs must be removed by
dusk.

San Carlos Municipal Code, see Chapter 18.150

TAGGED: San Carlos, Sign Ordinance, Sign Ordinances
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Government Affairs
#

Sign Ordinance in South San Francisco

December 21, 2017
City of South San Francisco Municipal Code Section 20.360.004 Prohibited Signs

The following signs shall not be permitted, erected or maintained within the City of South San Francisco:

G. Off-Premises Signs. To the extent allowed by law, with the exception of off-premises signs legally in existence at the time
of adoption of this chapter or permitted pursuant to a relocation agreement under Section 20.360.002(A) and a Sign Permit
under Section 20.360.009, off-premises signs are prohibited. Messages placed on transit benches or shelters sponsored or
contracted by the transit agency pursuant to a contract and with its consent are exempted from this prohibition. Legally
established off-premises signs are subject to the nonconforming sign provisions of Section 20.360.012 ("Nonconforming

Signs").
I. Portable Signs, as defined by Section 20.360.015(BB), are prohibited.

L. on Public Property. No person shall paint, mark, or write on, or post or otherwise affix any handbill or sign to or upon any
~iihlic property, including, but not limited to, sidewalk, crosswalk, curb, curbstone, street lamp post, hydrant, street median,

s, shrub, tree stake or guard, post, railroad crossing, electric light or power or telephone or telegraph pole, or wire
appurtenance thereof, or upon any fixture of the fire alarm or police communications system, or upon any lighting system,
public bridge, public building or wall, drinking fountain, street sign, or traffic sign or any other public place, except:

1. Signs or handbills posted by a public officer or public employee in the performance of a public duty;

2. Signs that are required or authorized by law;

3. Messages placed on transit shelters sponsored or contracted by the applicable transit agency pursuant to a contract with

the transit agency and with its consent; and

4. A sign, banner, or other similar display that meets all of the following criteria, as determined by the City Manager or

designee:
a. Is located within the Downtown area or along El Camino Real;

b. Is no greater than 24 square feet;

¢ Is affixed to an electric light, power, or telephone/telegraph pole or other stationary fixture and the display is placed at

least eight feet above the ground;
d.Is displayed for no more than 30 days in any calendar year;

e.Is made of high quality, weather-proof, durable material; and
2



f. Promotes any of the following types of events: (i) public programs or educational activities held in the City that are open
to the public and serve the community in a non-discriminatory way, (i} events that encourage tourism in the City, (iii)
events that promote the culture and/or history of the City.

5. A sign, banner, or other similar display that is constructed by the City, paid for out of City funds, and posted by a City
employee within the scope of his or her City employment.

Section 20.360.015 Definitions

Unless otherwise specifically provided, the terms used in this chapter shall have the following meanings:

BB. Portable Sign. Any sign over six square feet in size designed to be easily transported, including, but not limited to, signs
designed to be transported by means of wheels; signs made as A-frames or T-frames; menu and sandwich board signs; and
signs attached to or painted on vehicles parked and visible from the public right-of-way. This definition expressly excludes
hand-held signs and signs affixed to vehicles that are less than six square feet in size.

Section 20.360.014 Enforcement, Liability, and Penalty

Liability for Damages. The provisions of this chapter shall not be construed as relieving or limiting in any way the
responsibility or liability of any person erecting or owning any sign for personal injury or property damage resulting from
the placing of such signs, or resulting from the negligence or willful acts of such persons, their agents, employees or
workers in the construction, maintenance, repair or removal of any sign. Nor shall this chapter be construed as imposing
upon the City, or its officers, or employees any responsibility or liability by reason of the approval of any signs, materials or

devices under the provisions of this chapter.

.. It shall be the duty of the Code Enforcement Officer to enforce the provisions of this Ordinance; referrals may be made by

the Planning Division, Building Division or Police Department.

C. If the Code Enforcement Officer finds any sign not complying with the regulations of this Ordinance, written notice shall
be given to the sign owner and to the property owner. The notice shall specify the time period within which compli-ance
must be achieved. If the sign owner or the property owner fails to remove or alter the sign so as to comply with the
standards herein set forth after such notice, the Code Enforcement Officer may cause such sign to be removed, or altered to
comply, at the expense of the sign owner or owner of the property upon which it is located.

D. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Chief Building Official, Code Enforcement Officer, Director of Public Works or Police
Department may have removed without prior notice any sign which is an immediate threat to persons or property or which
is located on public property in violation of this Chapter. Once such a sign is removed the Code Enforcement Officer shall
immediately attempt to notify the owner of the sign, if ascertainable. If the sign is not retrieved within 15 days after
removal, it shall be deemed abandoned and may be disposed of by the City.

E. for Violation. Any person violating a provision of this chapter or failing to comply with a mandatory requirement of this
chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, such person shall be punished as set forth in Chapter 1.24
("General "} of the South San Francisco

Letter from Luis Da Silva, Fire Marshal, South San Francisco Fire Department &

TAGGED: Sign Ordinance, Sign Ordinances, South San Francisco
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