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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

Meeting Date: October 20, 2022 

From: 

Subject:  

Director of Public Works/City Engineer 

Grand Jury Report:  “The Other Water Worry: Is 
Your Water Provider Prepared for the Big One?” 

Community Goal/Result:  Safe Community 

Purpose 

To give Council the opportunity to provide comments on the findings and recommendations of 
the Grand Jury report on water provider preparedness. 

Recommendation:  Provide input on the draft comment letter prepared by staff. 

Background 

No later than 90 days after the grand jury submits a final report on the 
operations of any public agency subject to its reviewing authority, the governing 
body of the public agency shall comment to the presiding judge of the superior 
court on the findings and recommendations pertaining to matters under the 
control of the governing body . . . In any city and county, the mayor shall also 
comment on the findings and recommendations. 

Fiscal Impact 

There is no direct fiscal impact envisioned to the city as a result of providing the required 
response. 

Measure of Success 

A response within the timeframe required by state law. 

Attachments 

• Grand Jury Report letter dated August 5, 2022
• Draft October 21, 2022 city response letter

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Randy Breault, Public Works Director  Clay Holstine, City Manager 

































































 
CITY OF BRISBANE 

Department of Public Works 
50 Park Place 

Brisbane, CA 94005-1310 
(415) 508-2130 

 

October 21, 2022 
 
Hon. Amarra A. Lee 
Judge of the Superior Court 
c/o Jenarda Dubois 
Hall of Justice 
400 County Center; 2nd Floor 
Redwood City, CA  94063-1655 
 
Subject: Response to 2021-2022 Grand Jury 8/5/22 report, “The Other Water Worry:  Is 

Your Water Provider Prepared for the Big One?” 
 
Dear Judge Lee, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the findings of the Grand Jury.  This 
letter serves as the City of Brisbane’s response to the findings and recommendations found 
therein.  Please note this report was approved by the Brisbane City Council at its October 20, 
2022 meeting. 
 
FINDINGS 
 

F1. The water provider was unable to demonstrate that it conducts the emergency 
exercises specified by its ERP, which may compromise its ability to supply water 
following a catastrophic interruption in water distribution service. 

 
 City Response to F1: 

 The city disagrees partially with the finding.  As of the date of city staff interviews 
with members of the Grand Jury, the then current census results showed that neither 
water district (City of Brisbane nor Guadalupe Valley Municipal Improvement 
District) served a population of over 3,300 and both districts were therefore not 
required to have an ERP.  Notwithstanding the absence of an ERP, city staff do 
successfully respond on a regular basis to water emergencies within both our systems.  
Additionally, anticipating that our populations would eventually trigger the 
requirement to prepare an ERP, the city authorized that work to begin in 2021.   

 
F2. The water provider was not able to produce documentation analyzing past exercises to test 

readiness and improve their performance, which may compromise its ability to supply water 
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following a catastrophic interruption in water distribution service. 
 

 City Response to F2: 
 The city partially disagrees with the finding for the reasons noted above.  Additionally, the 

city notes that grand jury members were referred to the SFPUC emergency preparedness 
staff to request copies of documentation of past multi-agency annual exercises.  The city is 
unaware if an inquiry was made to SFPUC to obtain the records kept by the entity 
conducting the exercise. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

R1. The Grand Jury recommends that, by March 31, 2023, the water provider perform 
emergency preparedness exercises consistent with its emergency response plan. 

 
 City Response to R1: 

 The recommendation will not be implemented until such time as the city is required 
to and has developed a final ERP. 

 
R2. The Grand Jury recommends that, by March 31, 2023, the water provider perform an 

analysis and document an After-Action Report consistent with its emergency 
response plan. 

 
 City Response to R2: 

 The recommendation will not be implemented until such time as the city is required 
to and has developed a final ERP. 

 
Please call me at (415) 508-2131 if there are any questions regarding this matter. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
Randy L. Breault, P.E. 
Director of Public Works/City Engineer 
 
Cc: Grand Jury website (sent via email to grandjury@sanmateocourt.org ) 
 Brisbane City Clerk 
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