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SITE PLAN: 
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PICTURES: 

 

Drone picture taken by Eric Aronsohn 7/1/2021. Looking west from 90 feet above 
grade with established nursery on the left and the new tree nursery to the right 
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Description of the proposed use:  
The Mission Blue Nursery, located in Brisbane since 2009, grows native plants 
exclusively from seeds and cuttings collected by permit on San Bruno Mountain and 
provides these for ecosystem restoration projects on the mountain and throughout the 
San Francisco peninsula.  
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Through plant sales and private contracts, the nursery also supplies plants for 
landscaping projects in local cities including school gardens, backyards, and 
sustainable streetscapes. 
 

The nursery helps raise awareness about the mountain and its extraordinary and unique 
flora, promotes drought tolerant and locally adapted landscaping, and contributes 
extensively to the restoration of habitat for the mountain's rare and endangered species. 

Days and Hours of Operation: 
The Mission Blue Nursery will continue to operate Monday through Saturday from 9am 
to 5pm with an occasional Sunday. 

 

Number of Employees on Site: 
Mission Blue Nursery: Generally, there will be one or two employees on site at any one 
time. Nursery employees host individual and small groups of volunteers approximately 
three days per week. These community volunteers assist employees with the production 
and maintenance of the nursery.      
 

Company Vehicles and Equipment on Site: 
Mission Blue Nursery does not store any vehicles or major equipment other than four 
existing shipping containers on site. 

List the types and quantities of hazardous, toxic, flammable or explosive 
materials or wastes are involved with the use: 
 

The Mission Blue Nursery stores 220 fluid ounces or less of a fuel and oil mix, inside of 
a metal cabinet, for powering landscaping equipment such as weed eaters.  
 

The nursery also has four 20 pound propane tanks that are used to power grills for the 
annual pancake breakfast fundraiser and for heat-treatment of potting soil. 
 



Five gallons or less of isopropyl alcohol are also stored and used for sanitizing and 
disinfecting surfaces like nursery tables and tools. 
 

162 fluid ounces or less of bleach are also stored and used for sanitizing and 
disinfecting surfaces.  
 

328 fluid ounces or less of PHYSAN 20, a disinfectant solution, are stored and used for 
disinfecting plant containers. 

List any materials and equipment which will be stored outside and explain how 
they will be screened from public view: 
 

The site currently houses four storage/shipping containers that are screened from 
viewing on Bayshore Boulevard by a swath of trees including willows, toyon berry, and 
eucalyptus. 

Will the use generate air emissions, odors, smoke or dust? If so, how will these 
be controlled? 

The use will continue to generate limited air emissions when gas-powered equipment 
such as weed eaters are used. However, such equipment is used approximately 7 days 
each year, in advance of the property’s fire abatement deadline.  

Will the use generate noise or vibration? If so, how will these be controlled. 
 

Gas-powered equipment such as weed eaters generate noise however such equipment 
is used approximately 7 days each year, in advance of the property’s fire abatement 
deadline.  
 

 

Will the use generate glare, heat or other impacts? If so, how will these be 
controlled? 

 

The use will not generate glare, heat or other impacts. 
 

Will the use generate waste materials? If so, how will these be disposed? 

 

The use will continue to generate a minimal amount of plant, trash, and recycling waste. 
This waste is disposed of using the appropriate bins serviced weekly by the South San 
Francisco Scavenger Company.  
 



How will waste materials from the use be prevented from polluting storm water 
runoff? 

 

Waste materials are non-polluting and will not impact storm water runoff. 
 

What utilities and other infrastructure are required for your use? Are these 
existing on the site? If not, how will they be provided? 

 

The site is connected to water, but no other utility. A portable toilet on site is serviced 
regularly by United Site Services. 
 

The Brisbane Municipal Code requires that your use benefit the property. List the 
benefits below: (a) eliminating blight or unsightly or hazardous conditions, (b) by 
installing improvements that will facilitate redevelopment of the property, (c) 
other: 
 

The Mission Blue Nursery is the only native plant nursery in the State of California that 
exclusively grows plants native to San Bruno Mountain for use in restoration of the 
Mountain’s native habitats. Additionally, it is the only source of these plants for the 
Brisbane community to use in creating drought tolerant and wildlife-friendly landscapes 
with plants that won’t negatively impact San Bruno Mountain. Furthermore, the Mission 
Blue Nursery’s demonstration garden has successfully created a vibrant and 
educational landscape featuring the mountain’s native plants on a public-facing portion 
of the property that was previously covered with bare dirt and weeds.  
 

The Brisbane Municipal Code requires that your use benefit the public. List the 
public benefits below: (a) creating jobs, (b) generating revenues, (c) providing 
needs, goods or services, (d) other: 

The Mission Blue Nursery has benefitted the public good and would continue to do so. 
For more than a decade it has: 

      

 • Provided the people of San Mateo and San Francisco Counties with access to 
a unique native plant nursery with locally-adapted and locally-grown plants. 

• Supplied over 50,000 plants for a variety of habitat restoration projects on San 
Bruno Mountain, contributing to the restoration of landscapes that support rare 
and endangered plants and animals. 



• Contributed thousands of plants for sustainable landscaping and green 
infrastructure projects similar to those envisioned for the Baylands, such as 
bioswales, residential and commercial landscapes, and gardens. 
• Connected people to the unique natural history of San Bruno Mountain by 
nurturing an appreciation for the mountain’s tremendous botanical resources and 
the web of life supported by this native flora. 
• Served hundreds of local students from surrounding school districts through 
service-learning nursery field trips where youth participate in native plant 
propagation and botanical activities. 
• Generated more than a third of San Bruno Mountain Watch’s operating 
revenue, supporting its programs that engage the public such as community-
based ecological restoration and youth education efforts. 
• Hosted cherished gatherings—from weekly volunteer programs, to quarterly 
public plant sales featuring educational speakers, and the annual Pancake 
Breakfast.  
• Provided a fruitful work environment and growth opportunities for employees 
such as nursery managers, technicians, and interns. 

 

Will you establish a program to encourage employment of Brisbane residents in 
the construction and operation of the use? Explain: 

 Brisbane residents were 
employed in the initial construction of the Mission Blue Nursery, and residents continue 
to volunteer with its operation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 








