
 

 
Chapter 3 - ANIMALS AND FOWL 

1. Glen Alpine 

 

State Law reference-Authority to regulate domestic animals, G.S. § 160A-186; authority to prohibit 
abuse of animals, G.S. § 160A-182; authority to create bird sanctuary, G.S. § 160A-188; authority to tax 
animals, G.S. § 160A-212; authority to establish animal shelters, G.S. § 160A-493; authority to regulate 
dangerous animals, G.S. § 160A-187; rabies control, G.S. § 130A-184 et seq. 

ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL 

Sec. 3-1. - Bird sanctuary-Designated. 

The area embraced within the corporate limits of the Town and the lands owned and leased by the 
Town is hereby designated as a bird sanctuary. 

Sec. 3-2. - Same-Trapping, hunting, etc., birds within area. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to trap, hunt, shoot or otherwise kill, within the sanctuary 
established by Section 3-1, any wild bird; provided, that it shall be lawful to trap Starlings or other similar 
birds or fowl when such birds or fowl are found to be congregating in such numbers in a particular locality 
that they constitute a nuisance or a menace to health or property. 

Sec. 3-3. - Same-Signs giving notice of provisions. 
The bird clubs of the Town are hereby granted permission to erect such artistic signs, giving notice of 

the regulations provided in sections 3-1 and 3-2, at such places and of such design as may be approved 
by the Planning Board. 

Sec. 3-4. - Keeping of livestock. 
(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person with less than ten acres of land to keep, harbor or maintain swine, 

horses, mules, cattle, goats, sheep or other domestic animals classified as "livestock" within the 
corporate limits. 

(b)  Except for the keeping of swine, this section does not apply to the owner or occupant of any parcel of 
land consisting of at least ten acres of land provided the land is contiguous, and providing the owner 
maintains a 200-foot buffer between the livestock and all adjoining property lines. Excluding the buffer 
area, not more than one animal classified as livestock may be maintained for each two acres of land 
inside the buffer area. 

(c) It shall be unlawful for any person to keep, harbor, or maintain any swine or rooster within the Town. 

Sec. 3-5. - Livestock at large. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to permit any horse, cow, mule, sheep, goat or other livestock 
owned or controlled by such person to run at large within the Town. 

Sec. 3-6. - Vicious or dangerous animal at large. 
No person owning or having the custody of any vicious or dangerous dog or other animal shall allow 

such dog or other animal to run at large. 

 

State Law reference- Female dogs in heat at large, G.S. § 67-2; allowing dogs to run at large 

at night, G.S. § 67-12; authority to regulate dangerous animals, G.S. § 160A-187; confinement or 
leashing of vicious animals, G.S. § l 30A-200. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



2. Momeyer 
 

C. Restricted Activity: Pens. runs. an/or storage located outdoors shall be a minimum of d 500 
feet from any dwelling or other structure used for human habitation. unless a Special Use 
Permit to locate such uses closer than 500 feet has been obtained. In issuing such a permit the 
Board of Adjustment shall determine that the design and/or location of the proposed activity is 
consistent with the adjacent land uses or that it is not likely to disruP,t the activities of the 
adjacent land uses. All livestock must be penned or enclosed and not allowed free range. 

D. Club Activity Provisions: Students who are members of agricultural clubs such as 4H are 
permitted to raise animals. including swine, for the purpose of showing the animals. 

E. Noise: The amount of noise generated shall not disrupt the activities of the adjacent land uses. 
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3. Woodfin 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



4. New Bern 



 



5. Oxford 

CHAPTER 4: ANIMALS AND FOWL 
 

Section  

4-1. Statement of purpose 

4-2. Definitions 

4-3.  Bird sanctuary 

4-4. Duties and responsibilities cf animal control officers 

4-5. Authority of Granville County animal control officers 

4-6. Records 

4-7. Unlawful to interfere with animal control officers or veterinarians 

4-8. Rabies control 

4-9.  Failure to surrender animal 

4-10. Improper rabies tag; unauthorized removal 

4-11. Dogs at large; defecation on streets and private property 

4-12.  Female dogs in heat 

4-13.  Public nuisance and vicious animals 

4-14. lmpoundment 

4-15. Methods of impoundment of animals 

4-16.  Redemption of impounded animals 

4-17.  Deceased animals 

4-18. Wild animals 

4-19. Commercial breeding; limitation on number within city 

4-20.  Domestic fowl running at large 

4-21. Unlawful to keep livestock 

4-22.  Beehives 

4-23. Permit to keep livestock near residence 

4-24.  Penalties 

Cross-reference: 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 

6. Thomasville





7. Four Oaks























 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

8. Lincolnton 
CHAPTER 90: ANIMALS AND FOWL 
Section 

General Provisions 
   90.01   Keeping of livestock prohibited 

   90.02   Fowl at large 
   90.03   Pigeons to be confined 

   90.04   Continuation of activities after area annexed into the city 
   90.05   Horses or livestock on Lincolnton Rail-Trail 

   90.06   Animals at special events 
   90.07   County ordinance; adopted 

   90.08   County ordinance; enforcement 
   90.09   County ordinance; conflict 

Dogs at Large 
   90.20   Generally 

   90.21   Dangerous dogs 
   90.22   Duty of Lincoln County Animal Services Department per Lincoln County § 92.04 for the following 

   90.23   Removal of canine waste 
Dogs and Rabies Control 

   90.35   Vaccination of dogs 
Cross-reference: 

   Keeping noisy animals, see § 93.016 
Statutory reference: 

   Animal fights, see G.S. § 14-362.1 
   Animal protection, see G.S. §§ 19A-1 et seq. 

   Authority of city to prohibit cruelty, see G.S. § 160A-182 
   Authority to regulate domestic animals, see G.S. § 160A-182 

   Overworking, cruelty to animals, see G.S. § 14-360 
 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 

§ 90.01 KEEPING OF LIVESTOCK PROHIBITED. 
   (A)   It shall be unlawful to keep or maintain any cow, horse, pony, mule, sheep, goat or other livestock 
on any lot or within any pen, stable or other enclosure or building within the corporate limits. 
   (B)   This section shall not be deemed to prohibit the assembling of livestock for shipment or the 
unloading from shipment of livestock, provided the livestock are not kept within the corporate limits for 
more than 24 hours prior to shipment or subsequent to unloading. 
(Prior Code, § 3-1) Penalty, see § 10.99 

 
§ 90.02 FOWL AT LARGE. 

   It shall be unlawful for any person to keep any ducks, geese, guinea, roosters or other domestic fowl in 
the city. Residents of single family homes may keep hens as authorized under this section. 
   (A)   The tract on which the hens will be kept shall be at least one-third of an acre in size. 

   (B)   A maximum of five hens shall be permitted on a tract of land that is between one-third and one-half 
acre in size and a maximum of ten hens on a tract of land that is larger than one-half acre in size. 
   (C)   No person shall allow his or her hens to run at large. Such hens must be contained in a fowl 
house, coop or other secure, fenced enclosure at all times. 
   (D)   Such fowl house, coop or other enclosure must be situated at least 15 feet from all property lines, 



 

 

at least 50 feet from the nearest residence other than that of the owner and may not be located between 
the street and a line drawn parallel to the street facing walls of a residence. 
   (E)   Fowl houses, coops and enclosures must be kept in a neat and sanitary condition at all times to 
prevent offensive odors. 
(Prior Code, § 3-2) (Ord. O-04-16, passed 6-2-2016) Penalty, see § 10.99 
 

§ 90.03 PIGEONS TO BE CONFINED. 
   It shall be unlawful for any person to keep pigeons, except when the pigeons are properly kept in a 
cage or enclosure at all times. 
(Prior Code, § 3-3) Penalty, see § 10.99 
 

§ 90.04 CONTINUATION OF ACTIVITIES AFTER AREA ANNEXED INTO THE CITY. 
   (A)   Any activity described in this chapter shall be allowed to continue in the same manner as is being 
carried out at the time it is annexed into the city. 
   (B)   No activity shall be expanded or enlarged beyond the size, dimension and intensity that exists at 
the time the land on which the activity is located is annexed into the city. 
(Prior Code, § 3-4) (Ord. O-31-94, passed 3-3-1994) Penalty, see § 10.99 
 

§ 90.05 HORSES OR LIVESTOCK ON LINCOLNTON RAIL-TRAIL. 
   (A)   It shall be unlawful to have or use horses or other livestock on the Lincolnton Rail-Trail for any 
purpose including as a means of transportation. 
   (B)   Violation of this section shall be punishable as a misdemeanor. 
(Prior Code, § 3-5) (Ord. O-66-98, passed 12-10-1998) Penalty, see § 10.99 

 
§ 90.06 ANIMALS AT SPECIAL EVENTS. 

   (A)   It shall be unlawful for any owner to take an animal into or allow the animal to enter or remain 
within the boundaries of a festival, concert or other public gathering (special events). The event boundary 
shall include any area that is part of the event and shall include any public street, sidewalk or other 
publicly-owned area within the confines of such event. 
   (B)   The following animals are exempt from the prohibitions contained in division (A): 
      (1)   Service animals. A SERVICE ANIMAL is defined as any guide dog, signal dog, or other animal 
individually trained to provide assistance to an individual with a disability. If they meet this definition, 
animals are considered service animals. (An emotional support animal does not fall under the provisions 
of a service animal.) 
      (2)   Animals under the control of the duty law enforcement personnel. 

      (3)   Animals that are part of an authorized exhibit or attraction approved by the event organizers. 
   (C)   Any animal that shows any sign of aggression in nature may be removed from an event regardless 
of whether or not it is a service animal. However, the mere breed of an animal alone does not satisfy the 
requirements of showing aggression. 
(Ord. O-06-07, passed 11-1-2007; Ord. O-10-14, passed 11-6-2014; Ord.- -, passed 9-4-18) Penalty, see 
§ 10.99 
 

§ 90.07 COUNTY ORDINANCE; ADOPTED. 
   The Lincoln County Animal Control Ordinance, as from time to time amended, is hereby adopted and 
incorporated by reference as if fully set out herein. 
(Ord. O-09-18; passed 9-4-18) 
 

§ 90.08 COUNTY ORDINANCE; ENFORCEMENT. 
   The Lincoln County Animal Control Ordinance shall be applicable within the corporate limits of the city. 
The Lincoln County Animal Control Department as established and governed by the county ordinance 
shall enforce such county ordinance within the city limits with the full cooperation of the city. 
(Ord. O-09-18; passed 9-4-18) 

 
§ 90.09 COUNTY ORDINANCE; CONFLICT. 

   Where any conflict appears between the provisions of this chapter and such county ordinance, the more 



 

 

restrictive shall apply and control. 
(Ord. O-09-18; passed 9-4-18) 
 

DOGS AT LARGE 
 

§ 90.20 GENERALLY. 
   It shall be unlawful for the owner or person in charge of any dog to permit the same to be at large on the 
streets or sidewalks, or to be off the owner’s premises, in the city unless under the physical control of the 
owner or person in charge of the dog, either by leash or chain. 
(Prior Code, § 3-20) (Ord. O-09-18, passed 9-4-18) Penalty, see § 10.99 

 
§ 90.21 DANGEROUS DOGS. 

   The authority and responsibility for dangerous dogs is delegated to the Animal Services Department of 
Lincoln County per Lincoln County § 92.07 Dangerous Dogs.  
   (A)   Dangerous dogs prohibited. It shall be unlawful for anyone to own, maintain, or harbor a dog cited 
and identified as a DANGEROUS ANIMAL in the county, as defined in Lincoln County § 92.02. 
   (B)   A DANGEROUS DOG is defined by Lincoln County § 92.02 definitions as: 
      (1)   Any dog that without provocation has killed or inflicted severe injury on a person; or any dog 
owned or harbored primarily or in part for the purpose of dog fighting, or any dog trained for dog fighting; 
or is determined by the Animal Control Supervisor or his or her designee or the Board of Animal Appeals 
to be potentially dangerous because the dog has engaged in one or more of the following behaviors: 
         (a)   Inflicted a bite on a person that resulted in broken bones or disfiguring lacerations or required 
cosmetic surgery or hospitalization; 
         (b)   Inflicted severe injury upon a domestic animal when not on the owner's real property; or 

         (c)   Approached a person when not on the owner's property in a vicious or terrorizing manner in an 
apparent attitude of attack. 
      (2)   This definition shall not include: 

         (a)   A dog being used by a law enforcement officer to carry out the officer's official duties; 
         (b)   A dog being used in a lawful hunt; 

         (c)   A dog where the injury or damage inflicted by the dog was sustained by a domestic animal 
while the dog was working as a hunting dog, herding dog, or predator control dog on the property of, or 
under the control of, its owner or keeper, and the damage or injury was to a species or type of domestic 
animal appropriate to the work of the dog; or 
         (d)   A dog where the injury inflicted by the dog was sustained by a person who, at the time of the 
injury, was committing a willful trespass or other tort, was tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the dog, had 
tormented, abused, or assaulted the dog, or was committing or attempting to commit a crime. 
      (3)   A dog may not be deemed dangerous strictly because of its breed or part thereof. 
(Prior Code, § 3-21) (Ord. O-09-18, passed 9-4-18) Penalty, see § 10.99 

 
§ 90.22 DUTY OF LINCOLN COUNTY ANIMAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT PER LINCOLN COUNTY § 
92.04 FOR THE FOLLOWING. 
   (A)   It is hereby declared the duty of the Lincoln County Animal Services Department to pick up any 
dog going at large per Lincoln County § 92.11 Impoundment and Adoption. 
   (B)   Any dog at large picked up by the Lincoln County Animal Services Department shall be held or 
redeemed per Lincoln County § 92.11 Impoundment and Adoption. 
   (C)   Animal bites. The Animal Services Supervisor or his or her designee shall be responsible for the 
county investigation of all reported animal bites, and for the quarantine of any animal involved for a period 
of ten days. 
   (D)   Animal shelter.  The Animal Services Supervisor or his or her designee shall be responsible for the 
county animal shelter's operation and maintenance. 
   (E)   Arrest and enforcement. Animal Services Officers shall have the power to enforce all animal 
control laws of the state and violations of this subchapter in cooperation with the Health Director and by 
the authority of the County Sheriff. 
   (F)   Investigations. The Officer shall: 
      (1)   Investigate all complaints of cruelty or abuse to any animal; 



 

 

      (2)   Investigate complaints involving and concerning animals and animal welfare; and 

      (3)   Investigate kennels and pet shops to ensure they are in compliance with animal control laws of 
the state and this subchapter. 
   (G)   Rabies control. The Animal Services Officer shall enforce and carry out all rabies control laws of 
the state and this subchapter. 
   (H)   Seizure and impoundment. The Officer shall be responsible for the seizure and impoundment of 
dogs and cats in violation of any animal control law of the state or this subchapter. 
(Prior Code, § 3-22) (Ord. O-09-18, passed 9-4-18) Penalty, see § 10.99 
 

§ 90.23 REMOVAL OF CANINE WASTE. 
   (A)   Any person owning, harboring, walking, in possession of or in charge of a dog which defecates on 
public property, public park property, public right-of-way or any private property without the permission of 
the private property owner, shall remove all feces immediately after it is deposited by the dog. All feces 
removed in accordance with this section shall be placed in a suitable bag or other container that closes 
and disposed of in a lawful manner.  
   (B)   Any violation of this section shall constitute a non-criminal violation punishable by a fine or a civil 
penalty in accordance with § 10.99. 
   (C)   The provisions of this section shall not apply to a guide dog, hearing dog or service dog 
accompanying any person with a disability. 
   (D)   Nothing in this subchapter shall prevent a private citizen from bringing an action to abate a 
nuisance or from bringing an action for damage, loss or injury to the private citizen or his or her property 
resulting from the animal being a public nuisance. 
(Ord. O-09-18, passed 9-4-18) Penalty, see § 10.99 
 

DOGS AND RABIES CONTROL 
 

§ 90.35 VACCINATION OF DOGS. 
   (A)   The authority and responsibility for animal services is delegated to the Animal Services 
Department of Lincoln County per Lincoln County § 92.06 responsibility of animal owner/harborer. 
   (B)   All owners or custodians shall keep animals under sanitary and humane conditions; provide proper 
food and potable water daily September 25, 2018; provide shelter from weather and maintain clean and 
sanitary quarters for the animals; provide medical attention for sick, diseased or injured animals and 
comply with G.S. § 130A-185, which requires all dogs and cats over four months of age to be vaccinated 
against rabies. A violation of this section shall be considered abuse of animals pursuant to G.S. § 153A-
127. 
(Prior Code, § 3-23) (Ord. O-09-18, passed 9-4-18) Penalty, see § 10.99 

Statutory reference: 
Rabies vaccination required, see G.S. § 130A-185 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

9. Shelby 
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

Sec. 4-1. Location of pigpens. 

It shall be unlawful for any person who owns or maintains hogs, pigs or swine within the corporate limits of 
the city to keep them closer than 400 feet to any residence, place of business, cemetery, playground or park within 
the city limits.  

(Code 1985, § 3-3) 

State law reference(s)—Similar provisions, G.S. 106-80Sec. 4-2. Livestock running at large. 

It shall be unlawful for any person owning or having in his care or custody any horse, mule, cow, calf, ox, hog, 
pig, sheep, lamb, goat or any other animal to permit any such animal to run at large upon the streets or sidewalks 
or the property of another.  

(Code 1985, § 3-4) 

State law reference(s)—Allowing livestock to run at large, G.S. 68-16, 68-42; authority to regulate domestic 
animals, G.S. 160A-186.  

Sec. 4-3. Fowl running at large. 

It shall be unlawful for any person who is the owner or has the care or custody of any chicken or any other 
fowl to permit such fowl to run at large upon the streets and sidewalks or the property of another.  

(Code 1985, § 3-5) 

State law reference(s)—Fowl running at large after notice, G.S. 68-25; authority to regulate domestic animals, G.S. 
160A-186.ec.  

Sec. 4-4. Impoundment. 

It shall be the duty of the animal control officer to impound all animals and fowl found running at large 
within the corporate limits of the city.  

(Code 1985, § 3-6) 

State law reference(s)—Impounding livestock at large, G.S. 68-17 et seq.  

Sec. 4-5. Dangerous and potentially dangerous animals. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to own, keep or otherwise maintain any dangerous or potentially 
dangerous animal within the city. For purposes of this section, a dangerous animal is defined as an animal that 
without provocation has killed or inflicted severe injury on a person or another animal. A potentially dangerous 
animal means an animal that has been determined by the city to have carried out an injury causing attack on a 
person; approached a person in a vicious or terrorizing manner in an apparent posture of attack; or an animal, 
whether or not domesticated or tamed, that belongs to a species or subspecies, such as wolves, that generally 
does not live in or about the immediate habitation of humans. This section shall not apply to zoological parks, 
performing animal exhibits, circuses, pet stores, veterinarian offices, animal hospitals or similar establishments.  

(Code 1985, § 3-8; Ord. No. 45-98, § 1, 8-17-1998)  



 

 

Sec. 4-6. Animals on sidewalks. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to ride, lead or drive or cause to be ridden, led or driven any horse or 
other animal, except dogs, upon any curb or sidewalk or footway in the city, except for the purpose of crossing 
such sidewalk at the entranceway to adjacent lots, and then only for the purpose of going into or out of such lots.  

(Code 1985, § 3-9) 

Cross reference(s)—Streets, sidewalks and other public places, ch. 40Secs. 4-7—4-40. Reserved. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

10. Forest City 
[ARTICLE II. - PUBLIC NUISANCE]  
Sec. 3-20. - Vicious, dangerous and potentially dangerous animals.  
(a)  It shall be unlawful any person to own, possess or harbor any animal that has been declared 

vicious, dangerous and/or potentially dangerous.  

(b)  Any animal declared to be vicious, dangerous and/or potentially dangerous shall be immediately 
impounded and held for a ten-calendar-day quarantine period and then humanely destroyed unless 
an appeal is filed as prescribed in this chapter. If an appropriate appeal is filed, the dog shall be held 
at the shelter, at the owner's expense, pending the final outcome of the appeal.  

(c)  The owner shall deposit with the shelter the anticipated fee for the estimated time of the appeal 
beginning with the first day of quarantine. Such amount shall be calculated based on transportation 
fees, boarding fees and any known veterinary care the animal is in need of at the time the quarantine 
period begins. Payment of the fees is a required part of the appeals process. If the owner fails to pay 
the determined amount of fees, the appeal application will be deemed incomplete and no appeal 
heard.  

(d)  Nothing in this section shall prohibit the owner from voluntarily releasing the animal to be destroyed 
in a humane way.  

(Ord. No. 579, 10-5-09) 

Sec. 3-21. - Public nuisance.  
The keeping of any animal in such manner or in such numbers as to constitute a public nuisance is 

hereby prohibited. For the purposes of this section, a public nuisance shall include, but not be limited to, 
the following:  

(1)  Having an animal that disturbs the rights of, threatens the safety of, or injures a member of the 
general public, or interferes with the ordinary use and enjoyment of his property;  

(2)  The keeping of any animal which by continued or repeated howling, yelping, barking or 
otherwise, causes loud noises which would disturb the quiet, comfort or repose of a reasonably 
prudent person;  

(3)  The keeping of any animal which is at large;  

(4)  Allowing or permitting an animal to damage the property of anyone other than its owner, 
including, but not limited to, turning over garbage containers, damaging gardens, flowers, or 
vegetables, or defecating upon the property of another;  

(5)  Maintaining animals in an unsanitary environment which results in unsightly or offensive animal 
waste, litter, or odor which would disturb a reasonable person;  

(6)  The keeping, possession, harboring or feeding of animals; wild, feral or domesticated, which 
threaten the public health, safety and welfare of the community;  

(7)  Failing to confine a female animal while in heat in a secure enclosure in such a manner that 
she will not be in contact with another animal, or attract other animals;  

(8)  The tethering of any animal to public property or in a public right-of-way;  

(9)  An animal which damages or scratches the property of another;  

(10)  This section shall not apply to a working police dog in the course and scope of its duties.  

(Ord. No. 579, 10-5-09) 

Sec. 3-22. - Preventive measures for public nuisance.  



 

 

Upon the finding of any violation in this chapter, or the animal control officer making declaration that 
a dog is a public nuisance, the animal control officer shall have the authority to require the owner of a dog 
to comply with specific preventive measures, as described below. Said list is for illustrative purposes only 
and is not intended to be comprehensive or to exclude any act of the animal control officer:  

(1)  Necessary repairs to any fence or enclosure.  

(2)  Measures to ensure that a gate will remain secure.  

(3)  A secure fence or any other similar device that would provide greater assurance for the 
confinement of the dog.  

(4)  Requiring the owner to tattoo or microchip the dog at the owner's expense.  

(5)  Posting of "Beware of Dog" signage.  

(6)  The town may impound the animal until such fence or gate is fabricated or improved to the 
satisfaction of the town. The owner of the animal is responsible for all impoundment fees and 
costs incurred in fabricating or improving such fence or gate.  

(7)  If the animal control officer determines that a dog owner must take specific preventive 
measures, the animal control officer shall make reasonable efforts to notify the owner by a 
written order, stating the reasons that preventive measures are required, identifying the specific 
preventive measures that must be implemented, and stating the designated time period for 
compliance with the written order. The written order shall further state that failure to comply 
within the time period prescribed may result in the assessment of civil penalties and/or seizure 
of the animal. The animal control officer shall have the authority to allow for reasonable 
extensions of time limits based on good faith progress of implementation of the preventive 
measures. Any approved extensions shall be in writing.  

(8)  It shall be unlawful for an owner to fail to comply with a written order to take preventive 
measures within the designated time for compliance stated in the written order or any extension 
thereof. Additionally, the animal control officer shall have authority to seize and impound the 
animal if the owner fails to comply with the aforementioned order. Each day of noncompliance 
shall constitute a new violation.  

(9)  Nothing in this section shall prohibit the owner from voluntarily releasing the animal to be 
destroyed in a humane way.  

(Ord. No. 579, 10-5-09) 

Sec. 3-23. - Seizure and impoundment.  
(a)  An animal control officer shall have the authority to seize and impound animals in violation of 

federal, state and/or local ordinances. If necessary, an animal control officer may tranquilize the 
animal by way of a dart gun or other method to subdue or trap such animal.  

(b)  The seized or impounded animals, consistent with the provisions of this chapter, [can] be redeemed 
by the owner upon payment of all fines and impoundment fees. Upon failure of the owner to redeem 
the animal as set forth herein, the animal shall be disposed of by the animal shelter pursuant to 
county regulations. Neither the Town of Forest City nor the Forest City Police Department shall be 
under any obligation to notify the owner of the seizure the animal, however the Forest City Police 
Department shall make a good faith effort to notify said owner.  

(c)  Any animal which appears to be lost, running at large, stray or unwanted, or which is found to be not 
wearing a currently valid rabies vaccination tag, as required by state law or this chapter or not under 
restraint in violation of this chapter, may be impounded by animal control and confined in the animal 
shelter in a humane manner. Impoundment of such an animal shall not relieve the owner thereof 
from any penalty that may be imposed for violation of this chapter.  

(d)  Upon impounding an animal, the animal control officer shall inspect the animal for identification such 
as a tag, microchip or tattoo and make a reasonable effort to notify the owner and inform such owner 



 

 

of the condition whereby the animal may be reclaimed. Any owner concerned about the loss or 
possible impoundment of an animal must check the animal shelter since all animals seized or 
impounded under this article shall be available for inspection and reclamation during the shelter's 
normal business hours.  

(Ord. No. 579, 10-5-09) 

Secs. 3-24—3-29. - Reserved. 
ARTICLE III. - LIVESTOCK, FOWL AND EXOTIC PETS  
Sec. 3-30. - Keeping of hogs, cows, horses, goats, sheep and other farm animals.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to keep any hogs, cows, horses, goats, sheep or any other farm 
animals including fowl in the town on any property less than one acre in area. In any case of keeping 
horses and cows, such animals shall be kept within an enclosure on said property and the maximum 
population of said cows and/or horses shall not exceed one animal per acre of enclosed area. In any case 
of keeping of hogs, goats, sheep other farm animals or fowl other than horses and cows, such animals or 
fowl shall be kept in an enclosure which is at least two hundred (200) feet from any public street or 
dwelling which is to a part of the one acre property.  

(Ord. No. 579, 10-5-09) 

Sec. 3-31. - Maintenance of pens, coops, etc., where fowl kept.  
Any person who owns or maintains pens, coops or shelters in which chickens, turkeys, ducks or 

other fowl are kept shall maintain such pens, coops or shelters in a sanitary condition. Manure 
accumulating in such pens, coops or shelters shall be placed in a bin which shall be watertight and so 
constructed that it is flyproof, or in a watertight barrel with a tight fitting lid, every five (5) days. Effective fly 
control methods, such as the use of an approved insecticide, shall be practiced during the fly breeding 
period from April 15 to November 1 of each year.  

(Ord. No. 579, 10-5-09) 

Sec. 3-32. - Maintenance of stables.  
It shall be unlawful for any person who owns, operates or maintains a stable in the corporate limits, 

in which horses, mules or cows are kept, to keep such stable in an unclean or unsanitary condition. There 
shall be provided a bin or pit which shall be watertight, and so arranged, that it is flyproof, or a watertight 
barrel with a tightfitting lid. Manure accumulating in such stable shall be placed in the bin, pit or barrel 
each day, and the same shall be removed from such stable at intervals not longer than five (5) days, 
beginning on March 15 and continuing until the following September 15, and at intervals of one week from 
each September 16 to the following March 14.  

(Ord. No. 579, 10-5-09) 

Sec. 3-33. - Location of stables, lots, pens, etc., near residences.  
No person shall erect, locate or maintain upon any lot within the city any cow, horse or mule stable or 

any chicken lot, pen or shelter nearer than two hundred (200) feet to any residence. No shelter, pen or lot 
or group of shelters, pens or lots housing three (3) or more dogs over the age of six (6) months shall be 
erected, located or maintained within two hundred (200) feet of any residence other than the residence of 
the owners of such dogs within the city.  

(Ord. No. 579, 10-5-09) 



 

 

Sec. 3-34. - Fowl running at large.  
No person within the city shall permit chickens, guineas, turkeys, geese, ducks, pigeons, or other domesticated fowl 
to run at large.  

(Ord. No. 579, 10-5-09) 

Sec. 3-35. - Bird sanctuary.  
The area embraced within the corporate limits and all parks and grounds used for municipal purposes are hereby 
declared a sanctuary for the protection of birds. The police officers of the city shall enforce strictly the state law for 
the protection of birds within such area. The city may post appropriate signs indicating that such area is a bird 
sanctuary; provided, that this section shall not be construed as protecting any birds classified as unprotected by the 
state wildlife resources commission or by law.  

(Ord. No. 579, 10-5-09) Sec. 3-36. - Riding horses.  

(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person to ride any horse or pony upon the public streets or sidewalks of the town 
except under the auspices of a parade permit.  

(b)  Is shall be unlawful for any person to ride any horse or pony upon public property in the town.  

(c)  It shall be unlawful for any person to ride any horse or pony upon property in the town, without the consent of 
the owner.  

(Ord. No. 579, 10-5-09) Sec. 3-37—3-40. - Reserved.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

11. Cherryville



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

12. Rutherfordton 
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

Sec. 4-1. Purpose. 

Pursuant to the authority granted by the General Statutes of North Carolina and the general police power of 
the town, this chapter is enacted to protect and promote the health, safety, and welfare of its citizens, and, 
without limiting the generality of the foregoing purpose, to specifically:  

(a) Regulate, restrict, and/or prohibit, if necessary, animals;  

(b) Protect the public from unvaccinated, diseased, stray, roaming, feral, nuisance, dangerous, aggressive, 
wild, and/or exotic animals;  

(c) Prohibit and make unlawful animals or acts of animals that interfere with or threaten the health, 
safety, or welfare of the public, and/or which interfere with the enjoyment of property or the peace of 
the community;  

(d) Protect animals from abuse or neglect, or conditions which are otherwise harmful to their well-being; 
and  

(e) Provide for certain remedies and enforcement mechanisms to carry out and/or implement such 
purposes.  

( Ord. No. 11-18, 12-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 4-2. Definitions. 

For purposes of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply:  

Animal means every non-human living organism of the classes amphibia, reptilian, aves, and mammalia, 
possessing the capacity of voluntary motion or mobility, including but not limited to domestic animals as 
hereinafter defined, livestock as hereinafter defined, equine animals as hereinafter defined, exotic animals as 
hereinafter defined, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and fish.  

Animal control officer means such person(s) as shall be appointed from time to time by the town, or any 
person designated or authorized to act within the town pursuant to inter-local agreement, to implement and 
enforce the provisions of this chapter and related applicable state laws, and discharging such other duties and 
functions related to animals as may be authorized from time to time by the town council.  

Animal cruelty means any act, omission, or neglect which causes or permits unjustifiable physical pain, 
suffering, or death to an animal.  

Dangerous animal means any animal, other than a working police dog, which has been specifically trained or 
taught to attack humans or other animals, or to engage in fights with other animals, or which has, without 
provocation, exhibited aggressive behavior toward humans or other animals by attacking, biting, threatening, 
terrorizing, injuring, or otherwise causing physical harm or reasonable fear of such harm while not on its owner's 
property, as hereinafter defined, or which has been otherwise determined by the animal control officer to be 
potentially dangerous due to propensities or tendencies exhibited by the animal which, under the totality of the 
circumstances, create a reasonable fear that there is a risk of such behaviors, as well as any animal which is found 
to be rabid or diseased.  

Domestic animal means those animals indigenous to the area which normally and customarily share human 
habitat in the town, and which are normally dependent upon humans for food and shelter, including but not 



 

 

limited to domestic cats, domestic dogs, domestic ferrets, caged birds, fish confined to an aquarium or fish pond, 
and such other animals which are normally kept as household pets and/or are subject to the laws of the State of 
North Carolina pertaining to rabies or other vaccination, but do not meet the definition of equine animals or 
livestock.  

Equine animal means any horse, mule, pony, donkey, or hinny.  

Exotic animal means any animal not indigenous to the area that would ordinarily be confined to a zoo, 
scientific or zoological exhibit, or similar facility, and which does not meet the definition of a domestic animal, 
equine animal, or livestock. Specifically excluded from the definition of exotic animal are caged birds and fish 
confined to an indoor aquarium or outdoor fish pond, which, even if not indigenous to the area, shall be 
considered domestic animals.  

Kennel, cattery or pet shop means any facility or property which keeps, breeds, sells, or boards domestic 
animals for a fee, and any person who keeps, shelters, harbors, or feeds more than four domestic animals over 12 
weeks of age at any one time shall be deemed to be operating a kennel, cattery, or pet store.  

Livestock means all domesticated animals which are ordinarily and customarily kept for agricultural 
purposes, including but not limited to cattle and bovine animals, sheep, goats, bees, chickens, turkeys, llamas, and 
swine.  

Lot means a single parcel of real property, together with any adjacent, contiguous, and/or adjoining parcels 
of real property if under common ownership.  

Nuisance animal means any animal which causes or creates annoyance by noise or odor, or which has on 
more than one occasion, turned over garbage or recycling receptacles, or which has, on more than one occasion, 
destroyed or caused damage to gardens, shrubs, plantings, yards, real property, or personal property, or which is 
otherwise destructive or has otherwise disturbed the peace, or which has unreasonably interfered with the 
peaceful use and enjoyment of any public areas or neighboring properties. Any animal found to be roaming or 
running at large on more than one occasion, or which has been involved in multiple violations of this chapter, may 
also be declared to be a nuisance animal in the discretion of the animal control officer.  

Owner means any person who keeps, harbors, shelters, or otherwise cares for any animal (excluding kennels 
and catteries), or who otherwise has a possessory property right in an animal, or has possession, charge, custody, 
or control of an animal.  

Owner's property means any real property owned, leased, or occupied by the owner of an animal, over which 
real property the owner of the animal exerts control and has a right of exclusive possession, and specifically 
excludes any public or common areas.  

Proper enclosure means a building or other enclosure from which an animal cannot escape, or an outside 
area enclosed by a fence of sufficient design and height to prevent the escape of the particular type(s) of animal to 
be contained, or suitable electric or invisible fencing such that the animal cannot leave the area enclosed by the 
fence.  

Service animal means an animal that has been specially trained to provide assistance to persons with 
impaired senses, mobility, or other recognized impairments, and has been properly registered as such, as well as 
working police dogs.  

Stray or feral animal means any animal other than a wild animal which is found to be roaming or running at 
large and which does not have an owner, or for which the owner of the animal cannot be immediately determined 
by collar tag or electronic chip, or otherwise determined in the exercise of reasonable diligence.  

Wild animal means any animal that, while indigenous to the area, would ordinarily be confined to a zoo, 
scientific or zoological exhibit, or similar facility, and/or any other indigenous animal which does not meet the 
definition of a domestic animal, equine animal, or livestock, or which may cause a reasonable person to be fearful 
of bodily harm, disease, or property damage, including but not limited to squirrels, raccoons, skunks, opossums, 
groundhogs, deer, wolves, foxes, coyotes, bobcats and other wild felines, wild swine, venomous reptiles, reptiles 
weighing over 50 pounds at maturity, and any other animal known at law as ferae natura.  



 

 

( Ord. No. 11-18, 12-6-2017 ) 

ARTICLE II. DOMESTIC ANIMALS 

Sec. 4-3. Physical restraint of domestic animals. 

It shall be unlawful for the owner of any domestic animal to allow such domestic animal, excluding 
spayed/neutered domestic cats, to run at large or to otherwise leave the premises of the owner's property, unless 
such domestic animal is physically restrained by means of a leash or other suitable device by which the owner can 
restrain and/or control the domestic animal, or is confined within a vehicle.  

( Ord. No. 11-18, 12-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 4-4. Control of domestic animals on the owner's property. 

While on the owner's property, domestic animals, excluding spayed/neutered domestic cats, must be either 
in a proper enclosure, properly restrained as set forth in section 4-3 above, or in the physical presence of a 
responsible adult who is in the proximity of the domestic animal such that he or she could restrain or exert direct 
control over the domestic animal by verbal or physical means if necessary.  

( Ord. No. 11-18, 12-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 4-5. Vaccinations and tags or chips. 

The owners of all domestic animals of greater than four months of age shall have such domestic animals 
vaccinated against rabies, and shall maintain proper documentation or record of such vaccination, and further shall 
ensure that such domestic animal is at all times wearing a collar tag displaying a record of such vaccination as well 
as the name and address of the owner, and/or has an implanted electronic chip containing such information.  

( Ord. No. 11-18, 12-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 4-6. Domestic animals in season. 

The owner of every domestic animal that has not been spayed or neutered shall confine such domestic 
animal in a proper enclosure at all times that the domestic animal is in season, and shall take all steps necessary to 
ensure that it cannot come into contact with other domestic animals, and for purposes of this section electric or 
invisible fencing shall not be a proper enclosure because such installations do not prevent other domestic animals 
from entering onto the owner's property and coming into contact with the owner's domestic animal. Provided, 
however, that nothing herein shall prevent the intentional breeding of domestic animals within a proper enclosure 
on the owner's property (again, exclusive of invisible fencing), subject to the requirements of section 4-7 below.  

( Ord. No. 11-18, 12-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 4-7. Kennels, catteries, and pet shops. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to own or operate a kennel, cattery, or pet shop within the town except in 
accordance with the provisions of state laws and regulations concerning the operation of such facilities, and the 
Town's Unified Development Ordinance. Any such facility or property must be kept in a clean and sanitary 
condition such as not to allow any nuisance of noise or odor, or to in any way otherwise interfere with the quiet 
enjoyment of neighboring properties. All such facilities shall include proper enclosures suitable for the number of 



 

 

domestic animals contained therein at any one time, and no kennel, cattery, or pet shop shall be located within 
100 feet of any dwelling or residence, other than that of the owner of the property on which it is located.  

( Ord. No. 11-18, 12-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 4-8. Public areas. 

All domestic animals in public areas, including but not limited to Crestview Park, Kiwanis Park, Main Street 
Park, the Purple Martin Trail, and the Thermal Belt Rail-Trail, shall be subject to the following requirements:  

(1) All domestic animals in public areas shall be properly restrained in accordance with section 4-3 above, 
and shall not be allowed to run at large in any public area;  

(2) The owner of any domestic animal that defecates in any public area shall clean up after their animal 
and properly dispose of the waste by sealing it in a plastic bag and placing it in a trash receptacle;  

(3) Other than service animals, it shall be unlawful to allow any domestic animal into or onto any of the 
following areas at Crestview Park:  

a. Tennis courts;  

b. Basketball courts;  

c. Restrooms;  

d. Concession stand;  

e. Picnic shelter; and/or  

f. Baseball/softball playing fields.  

( Ord. No. 11-18, 12-6-2017 ) 

ARTICLE III. LIVESTOCK AND EQUINE ANIMALS 

Sec. 4-9. Keeping of livestock and equine animals. 

It shall be unlawful to keep or maintain any livestock or equine animals within the corporate limits of the 
town, except as specifically allowed in this article.  

( Ord. No. 11-18, 12-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 4-10. Keeping of chickens. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or maintain any roosters or male chickens, and hens or female 
chickens may only be kept within the corporate limits of the town in accordance with the following:  

(1) Chickens may not be allowed to run at large and must be kept within a proper enclosure, which must 
be located as follows:  

a. In the backyard of a residence and/or in such a manner that the enclosure is not visible from the 
road or street on which the residence is located, and for vacant lots, in such a manner that the 
enclosure is not visible from the street at the front of the lot;  

b. More than 50 feet from any well, spring, stream, or other water source;  

c. More than 50 feet from any drain, sewer, gutter, or similar feature which collects surface water 
run-off;  



 

 

d. More than 50 feet from the boundary of any adjoining property unless under common 
ownership; and  

e. More than 100 feet from any dwelling or residence other than that of the owner of the property 
on which the enclosure is located.  

(2) No more than four hens may be kept on any lot, and no roosters may be kept.  

(3) No outside slaughtering of chickens is permitted.  

(4) The proper enclosure in which the chickens are kept must be maintained in a neat and clean condition, 
with all waste regularly and properly disposed of in such a manner to prevent offensive odors.  

( Ord. No. 11-18, 12-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 4-11. Keeping of equine animals, sheep, or goats. 

(a) It shall be unlawful to keep any equine animal, sheep, or goat on any lot within the corporate limits of the 
town that is less than two acres in size. For any lot larger than two acres in size, the number of equine 
animals, sheep, or goats that may be kept is as follows:  

Lots 2—5 acres in size  No more than five total animals  

Lots 5—10 acres in size  No more than ten total animals  

Lots larger than ten acres  No more than one animal per acre  

 

(b) Equine animals, sheep, or goats kept in accordance with this section may not be allowed to run at large, and 
must be kept in a proper enclosure, the outside perimeter of which is located as follows:  

(1) More than 50 feet from any well, spring, stream, or other water source;  

(2) More than 50 feet from any drain, sewer, gutter, or similar feature which collects surface water run-
off;  

(3) More than 50 feet from the boundary of any adjoining property, unless under common ownership; and  

(4) More than 100 feet from any dwelling or residence other than that of the owner of the property on 
which the enclosure is located.  

(c) The proper enclosure in which the equine animals, sheep, or goats are kept must be maintained in a neat 
and clean condition, with all waste regularly and properly disposed of in such a manner to prevent offensive 
odors.  

(d) No outside slaughtering of sheep or goats is permitted.  

( Ord. No. 11-18, 12-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 4-12. Keeping of bees. 

The keeping of bees shall be allowed only in accordance with the following:  

(1) Any hive or other enclosure for the keeping of bees must be located at least 25 feet from any adjoining 
property boundary, unless under common ownership, and at least 100 feet from any residence other 
than that of the owner of the property on which it is located; and  

(2) No more than four hives may be located on a lot of less than two acres in size.  

( Ord. No. 11-18, 12-6-2017 ) 



 

 

 
 

ARTICLE IV. EXOTIC ANIMALS AND WILD ANIMALS 

Sec. 4-13. Keeping of exotic animals. 

It shall unlawful to keep or maintain any exotic animal within the corporate limits of the town, subject to the 
following exceptions:  

(1) Properly permitted pet shops, to the extent permitted by and operated in accordance with the Town's 
Unified Development Ordinance;  

(2) Zoos, scientific or zoological exhibits, laboratories, or research facilities, to the extent permitted by and 
operated in accordance with the Town's Unified Development Ordinance; and  

(3) Exhibitors licensed by the United States Department of Agriculture for displaying such animals for 
educational purposes, provided that the animals are maintained in a manner sufficient to prevent 
escape.  

( Ord. No. 11-18, 12-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 4-14. Keeping of wild animals. 

It shall be unlawful to keep or maintain any wild animal within the corporate limits of the town, subject to 
the following exceptions:  

(1) Zoos, scientific or zoological exhibits, laboratories, or research facilities, to the extent permitted and 
operated in accordance with the Town's Unified Development Ordinance; and  

(2) Exhibitors licensed by the United States Department of Agriculture for displaying such animals for 
educational purposes, provided that the animals are maintained in a manner sufficient to prevent 
escape.  

( Ord. No. 11-18, 12-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 4-15. Confinement/proper enclosure. 

Any exotic animal or wild animal permitted under one of the listed exceptions under section 4-13 or 4-14 
above may not be allowed to run at large and must be confined in a manner meeting all current regulations 
promulgated by the state wildlife commission and/or the United States Department of Agriculture, and which also 
meets the requirements of the North Carolina Animal Welfare Act. Further, the confinement must, in the judgment 
of the animal control officer, be sufficient to prevent escape and otherwise protect the safety and welfare of the 
public.  

( Ord. No. 11-18, 12-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 4-16. Bird sanctuary. 

The entire area embraced within the corporate limits of the town is designated as a bird sanctuary, pursuant 
to N.C.G.S. 160A-188.  

( Ord. No. 11-18, 12-6-2017 ) 



 

 

 

ARTICLE V. NUISANCE AND DANGEROUS ANIMALS 

Sec. 4-17. Declaration of public nuisance. 

It shall be unlawful to keep any nuisance animal within the corporate limits of the town, and the 
keeping of any such animal is hereby declared to be a public nuisance.  

( Ord. No. 11-18, 12-6-2017 ) 

Sec. 4-18. Keeping of dangerous animals. 

It shall be unlawful to keep any dangerous animal within the corporate limits of the town.  

( Ord. No. 11-18, 12-6-2017 ) 


