
AKS ENGINEERING & FORESTRY, LLC 
2777 NW LOLO DRIVE, SUITE 150 

BEND, OR 97703 
(541) 317-8429 

 

 

June 2, 2026 

 

Housing Accountability and Production Office  

Department of Land Conservation and Development 

635 Capitol Street NE Suite 150 

Salem, OR 97301 

 

RE: INQUIRY REGARDING HOUSING LAWS IN ORS 197A.400(1)  
 

AKS Engineering and Forestry, LLC (AKS) submitted an application (File# RVW26-000024) to the City of 

Boardman (City) on behalf of Cobalt Consulting Group, LLC (Applicant) for a Site Design Review for a multi-

family residential community, located within the Residential (R) District, Multi-Family (MF) Sub District. 

The project is permitted outright in the zoning district and is designed to provide ±240 apartments, along 

with amenity buildings and associated vehicle and bicycle parking, pedestrian facilities, landscaping, and 

open space.  

 

This application involves the development of land for housing. Oregon Revised Statutes (ORS) 197A.400(1) 

states that a local government may apply only clear and objective standards, conditions, and procedures 

regulating the provision of housing, and that such standards, conditions, and procedures cannot have the 

effect, either in themselves or cumulatively, of discouraging housing through unreasonable cost or delay. 

  

The Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) submitted comments dated May 21, 2026 (attached) 

to the City of Boardman asserting the Transportation Impact Study (TIS) submitted with the Site Design 

Review application needed revisions, including mitigation satisfactory to the City Engineer and ODOT 

pursuant to City of Boardman Development Code (BDC) Sections 4.10.200(A)(1)(b) and 4.10.400(A)(2).  

 

The procedures and criteria referenced by ODOT are neither clear nor objective, and therefore conflict 

with ORS 197A.400(1), rendering them inapplicable for this housing application. Terms and phrases in the 

referenced BDC sections require subjective analysis and weighing of multiple factors if they are to be 

applied as procedures or decision criteria, or utilized to impose conditions of approval. 

 

The Applicant respectfully requests that HAPO address whether:  

1) The BDC provisions cited by ODOT in their comment letter as the basis for their authority meet the 

requirements of ORS 197A.400(1). 

2) Requests #2 through #4 on p. 4 of the ODOT comments constitute clear and objective procedures, 

criteria, or conditions for this application pursuant to ORS 197A.400(1). 

 

The Applicant and its team appreciate HAPO’s attention to this matter, and we look forward to 

continuing our close coordination with the City of Boardman and other regional stakeholders.  
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Sincerely, 

AKS ENGINEERING & FORESTRY, LLC 

 

Joey Shearer, AICP – Principal  

2777 NW Lolo Drive, Suite 150 

Bend, OR 97703 

(541) 317-8429, shearerj@aks-eng.com 

 

Attachments: 

ODOT Comments RVW26-000024  

City of Boardman Development Code Chapter 4.10 – Traffic Impact Study 

 












































