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Project:  New Riverside Village Commercial 

Town of Bluffton, SC 
 

Date:   July 25, 2023 
 

Applicant: Richardson Group 
 

Agent:  Ward Edwards, Inc. 

  Primary Contact: Conor Blaney, PE 

P.O. Box 381 

  Bluffton, SC  29910 

  E: cblaney@wardedwards.com  

P: (757) 814-0824 
 

Description 

The applicant proposes to develop 4 commercial buildings, totaling approximately 16,000 SF, and 

supporting infrastructure along the southern side of Parkside Commons, within the New Riverside Village 

development.  The 2 buildings at the parcel closer to the intersection of May River Road are intended to be 

restaurant space, while the 2 larger buildings further south are intended to be mostly retail space with 

some restaurant space, having availability up to 8 tenant spaces, one of which having the capability of a 

drive-through lane.  Additional sidewalks are being proposed through-out the property and along the edge 

of Parkside Commons to promote pedestrian interconnectivity to other portions of New Riverside Village. 

 

Existing Conditions 

The property is located in the Town of Bluffton, SC and zoned “New Riverside PUD”.  There are two parcels 

(Lot 4B2 New Riverside Rd – R610 036 000 3712 0000 & 395E Parkside Commons – R610 036 000 3710 

0000) that total ±2.77-acres and contain adjacent property buffer(s)/setback(s) over portions of the 

property.  Onsite elevations range from 36’ to 41’, and portions of the project area have been previously 

cleared as part of the ongoing New Riverside Village work. 

 

Demolition & Tree Removal  

Much of the southern parcel has been previously cleared, but the remaining portion and adjacent parcel 

closer to the intersection of May River Road are wooded.  All trees within the buffers will be preserved to 

the maximum extent available.  Tree protection fencing will be provided around trees intended for 

preservation. 

 

Access 

Access to the property can be made from Parkside Commons, off May River Road.  One-way drive aisles 

have been incorporated behind the proposed buildings for additional parking and access, in which the 

drive-aisle connections have been aligned with existing intersections along Parkside Commons.  The drive 

aisle on the restaurant parcel has been extended to the property edge, within the existing access easement, 

to allow for future interconnectivity. 

 

Utilities 

Existing water and sewer is available along Parkside Commons, in which services have been previously 

stubbed out to the proposed development.  BJWSA will continue to own and maintain the water and sewer 

mains up to the service connection locations. 
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Drainage 

The New Riverside Village development has been master-planned for stormwater, previously accounting for 

the impervious coverage associated with the proposed development of these parcels.  The proposed 

development will incorporate additional onsite stormwater treatment and drainage infrastructure prior to 

connecting the downstream drainage system to ensure it meets the new SoLoCo requirements.  The 

additional onsite BMPs will include a combination of pervious paving, an infiltration basin, and 

underground stone trenches surrounding sections of perforated pipes.  The site will be designed to convey 

and treat stormwater runoff from the proposed development in accordance with local and state 

regulations. 

 

Wetlands 

There are no existing wetlands located onsite. 

 

Erosion Control  

Silt fence, inlet protection, a concrete washout station, construction entrances, and temporary/permanent 

seeding, will be used to help control erosion on the site during construction activities. 

 

Parking 

The master development agreement requires 4 parking stalls per 1,000 SF for commercial uses.  A 

breakdown of the proposed and required parking can be seen below.  The parking breakdown accounts for 

the parking along Parkside Commons fronting the development, but excludes the parking on the adjacent 

side of Parkside Commons.  A parking agreement letter can be seen confirming the existing parking along 

Parkside Commons dedicated to the proposed development. 

 

Parking Table 

Lot Use SF/Units Formula Required 

1 
Restaurant (interior with mech rooms) 5,125 SF 4/1,000 SF 20.5 

Restaurant (outdoor dining & cooler) 875 SF 4/1,000 SF 3.5 

Total Lot-1 Parking Required: 24 

Total Lot-1 Parking Provided: 24 

2 Retail & Restaurant 12,000 SF 4/1,000 SF 48 

Total Lot-2 Parking Required: 48 

Total Lot-2 Parking Provided: 48 

 

Phasing 

The project is proposed to be completed in a single phase; however, phasing may be required for individual 

building close-outs. 

 

Site Maintenance 

The site will be operated and maintained by the property owner.  A maintenance agreement for the onsite 

stormwater BMPs will be provided.  The existing access, utility, and drainage easements will be preserved 

throughout the development of this project. 
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