
Sec. 5.11 Parking 

 

Proposed Changes: Amendments include: 1) a cross-reference to parking requirements in Old Town 

Bluffton Historic District; 2) removal of the allowance to apply parking at a public facility located within 

500 feet of a property towards the required parking calculation; 3) a change of parking space requirements 

from maximum to minimum requirements (Table 5.11.3.c); 4) elimination of the ability to the UDO 

Administrator to reduce minimum parking requirements as a variance process is available; 5) a reduction 

of the percentage of parking spaces that may be identified as compact from 25% of all spaces to 10% of 

all spaces when at least 25 parking spaces are provided (and providing for dimensional requirements); 6) 

elimination of the ability to apply golf cart parking spaces towards the required parking calculation (and 

providing for dimensional requirements); 7) a requirement for accessory dwelling units to provide one 

parking space (presently, requirement is two spaces per dwelling unit); 8) parking space dimensions would 

be revised for some angled parking to avoid vehicular encroachment into drive aisles and parallel parking 

dimensions would be slightly increased to accommodate larger vehicles and, 9) correction of typos. 

Sec. 5.11.1. Intent 

No changes. 

Sec. 5.11.2. Parking Space Calculations 

These provisions shall apply to all development and redevelopment in the Town of Bluffton except as 

otherwise provided for in Old Town Bluffton Historic District, Sec. 5.15.7. 

 

Sec. 5.11.3. Parking Space Calculations 

A. Parking calculations may include public parking that is within 500 feet of the property. 

A. B. Shared parking may allow for a reduction of up to 40 percent based upon the compatibility of uses 

that have different parking demands and are able to share parking lots/ spaces throughout the day (except 

for Restaurant Uses). The Applicant shall provide a parking study to justify the number of spaces for shared 

parking. The Applicant shall provide a shared parking easement that must be approved by the UDO 

Administrator and be recorded with Beaufort County to allow the shared parking arrangement between 

property owners/ tenants. 

 B. If an Applicant would like to reduce the number of parking spaces beyond 20 percent or increase the 

number of parking spaces beyond the maximum in the table below, the Applicant shall provide a parking 

study for the UDO Administrator’s review.  

B. Unless otherwise noted, the following parking space calculations define are the maximum minimum 

amount of parking spaces allowed required for specific uses: 
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Table 5.11.3.C  
 Parking Spaces 

Use Maximum Parking Minimum Parking Spaces 

Residential 2 spaces per dwelling unit, 1 space per accessory 
dwelling unit minimum 

Lodging 1 space per bedroom for rent plus 2 spaces per 
1000 sf of ancillary office use 

Office 4 spaces per 1000 sf 

Health / Human Care 3.5 spaces per 1000 sf 

Commercial Services 4 spaces per 1000 sf 

Civic / Institutional 1 space per 1000 sf 

Education 1 space per 3 students plus 1 space per instructor 

Agricultural / Conservation 1 space per 500 sf of commercial use plus 1 space 
per employee 

Industrial 1 space per each employee at max shift plus 1 
space for each company vehicle 

Recreation / Entertainment Number of spaces shown to be necessary and 
reasonable by data submitted by the Applicant 
and as approved by the UDO Administrator 

Motor Vehicle Sales and Service 4 spaces per 1000 sf of the showroom and 2 
spaces per the service bay 

 

 

Sec. 5.11.4. Standards: Design Standards for Parking Areas and Parking Lots  

 
A. The following dimensional requirements for parking spaces shall be applicable to all parking areas and 
parking lots other than single-family detached residential parking on the lots:  
 

1. Diagonal/angled and perpendicular parking spaces and parking space sizes shall conform to the 
following table of minimum values. Angled parking may be reverse angle as well. 

 

Table 5.11.4.A.1 
Parking Space Design Standards 

A. 
Parking Angle 
(degrees) 

B. 
Curb Length 
(feet) 

C. 
Stall Depth 
(feet) 

D. Aisle Width 

 
One-Way 

 
Two-Way 

30° 18’ 16’ 20’ 12’ 20’ 

45° 12’  13’ 18’ 20’ 14’ 20’ 

60° 10’  11’ 19’ 21’ 18’ 22’ 

90° 9’ 18’ 20’ 22’ – min 
24’ - max 

 

2.  Up to 25% of all Parking Areas may be designated for compact cars and/or golf carts. For any 
non-residential use that requires at least 25 parking spaces, up to 10% of the parking spaces 
may be designated for compact car parking. Compact parking spaces shall be grouped, where 
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possible, and designated by signage or pavement marking. Compact parking space dimensions 
shall be no less than nine (9) feet wide and 15 feet in length. Golf cart parking spaces shall not 
count towards required parking spaces. If golf cart parking spaces are provided, parking space 
dimensions shall not be less than six (6) feet wide by 12 feet in length. 

 

3.  Parallel parking spaces shall be 8-10 feet in width and 18-26 feet in length. Parallel parking 

spaces shall be a minimum of nine (9) feet in width and 22 feet in length. 

4.  Wheel stops shall be provided in all parking facilities without curbing. The vehicle side of the 

wheel stop shall be no more than 18 inches from the end of the parking space.  

5.  Each parking bay shall be separated from other parking bays by a median. All medians shall be 

at least 12 feet wide.  

6.   Not more than eight (8) continuous parking spaces shall be allowed in a row of parking without 

separation by a landscape island. Each landscape island shall be at least 10 feet in width.  

7.  A landscape island of at least 12 feet in width shall be provided at the ends of each parking bay. 

 

Sec. 5.11.5. Off-Street Loading Requirements 

No changes. 

 

Sec. 5.11.6. Standards: Bicycle Parking 

No changes. 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 2


