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Johnson Residence 
113 Bridge Street, Bluffton SC 
November 3, 2025 

113 Bridge Street  - Variance Request Narrative 

We are requesting a Variance at 113 Bridge Street to 5.15.6.K, which limits the height of the Front Yard 
fence to 42 inches in height. We request that the height of the fence from the front of the house to the 
river be allowed to be 72 inches due to unnecessary hardship for the following reasons:

 

1. First and foremost, the fence being built borders Oyster Factory Park, which is a highly used 

public park and its border is unique to this property. It is not simply a neighbor, but a public park 
open to all and our house was built extremely close to the property line.


2. There are no other similar properties boarding the Oyster Factory Park like ours and the point in 
question is frequented by many persons during events, including evenings where persons come 
in golf carts to watch boats and the water.


3. The position of our property, next to the public park creates concerns for privacy, as well as an 
attractive nuisance if the fence were low enough for persons to scale, thus creating a safety 
hazard not only for us as the Owners, but also for the Town, if anyone fell and were injured trying 
to climb the fence. The additional two feet would make the fence safer for all involved, add 
additional privacy to us as the homeowner, act as a sound buffer for additional noise, and not 
attract or tempt persons to climb the wall. Application of the Ordinance to this property would 
effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict our use of our yard during times that the park was 
being utilized, like other homeowners are able to do along Bridge Street.


4. We did not commit any act to create this need for the Variance.

5. The Variance would not substantially conflict with the Comprehensive Plan and the purposes of 

the Ordinance, as it is not a long section of the fence and would be uniform with the remainder 
of the fence which is already allowed the height requested. It would not appear unseemly to the 
casual observer.


6. Neither the public good nor the character of the District would be harmed by the granting of the 
Variance. As stated above, it would offer additional protection to the Town avoiding an attractive 
nuisance for those who might want to climb and sit on the fence during a festival or some other 
event at the park. There would be no detriment to the park itself.


7. The Variance requested would allow security, privacy, reduced noise and enhance the overall 
use of the property by us and future homeowners, increasing the value of the property and 
increasing the utilization of the property by the family.


JOHNSON 113 BRIDGE STREET 1

ATTACHMENT 1



Multiple well used benches and tables regularly see activity until well after dark. The regular presence of 
golf carts increases the activity.
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