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Milroy, Shannon

From: noreply@civicplus.com
Sent: Sunday, March 24, 2024 3:30 PM
To: ATax Communications
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Accommodations Tax Grant Application

WARNING!  

This email originated from outside of the Town of Bluffton's email system. DO NOT click any links or open any 

attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

 

Accommodations Tax Grant Application 
 

  

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION 

 
 

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX 
GRANT APPLICATION 

Accommodations Tax 
Grant Application 
Instructions 

Accommodations Tax Grant Application Instructions  

Accommodations Tax 
Grant Application 
Instructions 

I have read and acknowledged the Town of Bluffton, SC 

Accommodations Tax Grant Application Instructions. 

(Section Break) 

Application Date 3/25/2024  

Full Legal Organization 
Name 

Society of Bluffton Artists 

Project Name 30th year Anniversary 

Total Project Costs 40,000 

Total ATAX Funds 
Requested 

20,000 

Percent of Total Budget 50% 

Address 6 Church Street 
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Street Address Line 2 PO Box 1972 

City Bluffton 

State SC 

Zip Code 29910 

Applicant must be 
designated as a non-
profit entity to receive 
ATAX funds. Please 
include a copy of your 
organization's non-profit 
status, such as your IRS 
Designation Letter. 

state charity regis..pdf  

Please upload a copy of 
your current Town of 
Bluffton Business 
License, which is 
required of all 
applicants. 

Report_Permit53159_638464765308655611.pdf  

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION 

Organization Primary Point of Contact 

First Name Mary Ann 

Last Name Burgeson 

Title President 

Phone Number 843 816 3776 

E-mail Address sobaupdates@sobagallery.com  

(Section Break) 

Organization Secondary Point of Contact 

First Name John  

Last Name Kenney 

Title Treasurer 

Phone Number 434 960 3622 
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E-mail Address sobaupdates@sobagallery.com  

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION 

Project Description:  This is our 30th year of operating in Old Town Bluffton. We are 

celebrating by having advertising blitz, social media to our 

thousands of followers, festive events on our lawn and porch to 

attract tourists and visitors, a Gala to celebrate all of SOBA's 

contributions to the community with news articles and 

interviews and pictures in all of South Carolina as well as 

adjoining states media contacts. 

 
 
All advertising/marketing paid for with Town of Bluffton Accommodations Tax 
dollars must incorporate the branding shown here: Town of Bluffton Brand 
Standards. The use of the Town’s logo must meet the design standards 
outlined at the aforementioned link and be approved by the Town. Designs 
may be submitted electronically using this link. Please allow five (5) business 
days for approval.  

Impact on or Benefit to 
Tourism: 

Our impact on tourism has been on going since Bluffton was 

designated a Art Cultural Center for the state. We spread the 

word and the feeling that Bluffton is a warm and welcoming 

destination with a multitude of attractions to entertain guests. 

We sponsor or participate in all local events such a the festivals 

and art walks and everything that Old Town Bluffton Merchants 

schedules. Over 70% of our guests that visit the gallery are 

from out of the area.  

 
 
“Tourist” means a person who does not reside within the corporate limits of 
the Town or within a Town zip code that takes a trip into the corporate limits 
of the Town for any purpose, except daily commuting to and from work. 

“Travel” and “Tourism” mean the action and activities of people taking trips 
outside their home communities for any purpose, except daily commuting to 
and from work. 

(Section Break) 

Project/Event Start & 
End Date: 

1/1/2024 - 12/31/2024  

Multi-Year 
Project/Event? 

No 
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Permits Required, if any: none 

Additional Comments: Our goal is to stay in Bluffton for another 30 years and to that 

aim we will be looking into purchasing a permanant home here 

in Old Town. In order to do that we will need the support of the 

Town of Bluffton and other sponsors. Therefor we need to 

impress every one with our value in bringing in visitors and 

clients. And with the services we offer like classes which attract 

not only residents but summer visiters as well. We support all 

things Bluffton from our beautiful art of our surroundings, to 

loaning art to enhance other business as well. This is all to 

make our home look great and make people want to return and 

we are confident that we do! 

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION  

Project/Event Line Item 
Budget 

SOBA 23-24 Budget revision3-23-24.ods  

Most Recent Fiscal Year 
Balance Sheet and 
Profit and Loss 
Accounting Statement 

SOBA - FEBRUARY 2024 BANK REC, AND PROFIT AND 

LOSS.pdf  

Financial Guarantee SOBA Minutes March 2024.pdf  

 
 
Applicant must provide a copy of official minutes wherein the sponsoring 
organization approves the project and commits the organization to financial 
responsibility for carrying it out to the stage of completion.  

(Section Break) 

 
 
Please list all contributions made to the project/event by the sponsoring 
organization. This shall include both monetary and in-kind goods and/or 
services, as applicable.  

Contribution  from our working budget 

Amount/Value 20,000 

Contribution volunteer hours 
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Amount/Value 10,000 

(Section Break) 

Have you requested, 
received or been 
awarded funding from 
other sources or 
organizations (including 
additional ATAX funds 
from other local 
entities) for this 
project/event? 

No 

If yes, please list all sources and amounts: 

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION 

PRIOR RECIPIENT'S REPORT 
 
If your organization has received ATAX funding from the Town of Bluffton in 
previous years, you must complete the below information. Only the information for 
the most recent round of funding is required. 

If you have not received ATAX funding from the Town of Bluffton, please answer 
"No" and skip this section, and sign and submit your application. 

Has your organization 
previously received 
ATAX funds from the 
Town of Bluffton? 

Yes 

Project/Event Name Expanding our Marketing reach 

Year 2023 

Amount Awarded 15,000 

Was project 
completed? 

Yes 

How were the funds 
used? 

To advertise our events, classes, visitor opportunities, in ads, 

articles, pictures and social media 

What impact did this 
project/event have on 
the community or 
benefit tourism? 

We have a guest book that we request guests to sign. It has 

recorded a steady increase in tourist visitors. 
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Describe how the 
tourism data was 
measured. 

(Section Break) 

Please provide the 
project/event budgets 
for the previous two (2) 
years. 

Field not completed. 

Additional Comments Field not completed. 

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION 

 
 
All applicants will be required to come before the Accommodations Tax 
Advisory Committee (ATAC) and answer any and all questions when 
scheduled to do so. 

Any organization awarded funds for advertising/marketing must incorporate 
the Bluffton Heart of the Lowcountry brand logo in all promotional materials 
and advertising. 

The South Carolina Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) defines a “public 
body” as any organization or corporation supported in whole or in part by 
public funds or expending public funds. If awarded, your organization's 
acceptance of public funds from the Town of Bluffton may cause your 
organization to come within the meaning of “public body” as defined by the 
Freedom of Information Act. S.C. Code Ann. §30-4-10, et seq. (Supp. 2002). 
Accordingly, this is to advise that by accepting public funds, your 
organization may be subject to the South Carolina Freedom of Information 
Act. 

By submitting this application, the organization certifies that it has read and 
understands the paragraphs above. The organization additionally certifies 
that it does not discriminate in any manner on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, sex, disability, religion, or language and that all funds 
that may be received by the applicant organization from the Town of Bluffton, 
South Carolina will be solely used for the purposes set forth in this 
application and will comply with all laws and statutes, including the South 
Carolina Code of Laws regarding Allocations of Accommodations Tax 
Revenues. 
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By typing your name below, you are signing this application electronically. 
You agree that your electronic signature is the legal equivalent of your 
manual signature on this application.  

Signature Mary Ann Burgeson 

Signatory's Title or 
Position 

President 

 

  

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.  
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State of South Carolina
Office of the Secretary of State
The Honorable Mark Hammond

South Carolina Secretary of State, Division of Public Charities
1205 Pendleton Street, Suite 525, Columbia, SC 29201

Phone (803) 734-1790 Fax (803) 734-1604 Email: charities@sos.sc.gov www.sos.sc.gov

1/9/2023

Society of Bluffton Artists
Marie Burgeson
PO BOX 1972
BLUFFTON, SC29910-1972

RE: Registration Confirmation Charity Public ID: P10294

Dear Marie Burgeson :

This letter confirms that the Secretary of State's Office has received and accepted your Registration,
therefore, your charitable organization is in compliance with the registration requirement of the “South
Carolina Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act.” The registration of your charitable organization will
expire on 1/15/2024.

If any of the information on your Registration form changes throughout the course of the year, please
contact our office to make updates. It is important that this information remain updated so that our office
can keep you informed of any changes that may affect your charitable organization.

If you have not yet filed your annual financial report or an extension for the annual financial report, the
annual financial report is still due 4½ months after the close of your fiscal year.

• Annual financial reports must either be submitted on the Internal Revenue Service Form 990 or
990-EZ or the Secretary of State's Annual Financial Report Form.

• If you wish to extend the filing of that form with us, please submit a written request by email or
fax to our office using the contact information below. Failure to submit the annual financial
report may result in an administrative fine of up to $2,000.00.

If you have any questions or concerns, please visit our website at www.sos.sc.gov or contact our office
using the contact information below.

Sincerely,

Kimberly S. Wickersham
Director, Division of Public Charities
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TOWN OF BLUFFTON

Expires:04/30/2025  

TOWN OF BLUFFTON - 

Business Name:

NON-TRANSFERABLE   |   TO BE PLACED IN A CONSPICUOUS PLACE

03/19/2024

24-03-0508License No.

Business DBA 

Name:

NAICS Title:

Physical Address:

Fine Arts Schools

Society of Bluffton 

Artists

ART STUDIO/CLASSES

Business Type:

SOBA

8 CHURCH ST 

 BLUFFTON SC 29910

John  Kenney

John  Kenney

8 CHurch St

Bluffton, SC  29910

Section 6-21 Purpose and Duration of Business License
ALL BUSINESSES LOCATED IN THE TOWN OF BLUFFTON MUST POST THE BUSINESS LICENSE IN A VISIBLE LOCATION WITHIN THE 

BUSINESS LOCATION AS REFERENCED ABOVE AND IS VALID FOR THIS LOCATION ONLY.  ALL BUSINESSES LOCATED OUTSIDE THE 

TOWN OF BLUFFTON MUST KEEP A CURRENT COPY WHILE CONDUCTING BUSINESS INSIDE THE TOWN OF BLUFFTON.  CHANGE IN 

LOCATION OR OWNERSHIP  REQUIRES A NEW LICENSE.  IF THE BUSINESS IS CLOSED, CONTACT OUR OFFICE AT 843-706-4501 TO 

UPDATE ACCOUNT.
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SOBA budget fy 23 Actual 2023-24 budget

Income

   Art Sales 150000 134484.81 140000
   Bluffton A-Tax 13000 8388.14 8000
art school 42000 47612 48000

   Holiday Boutique 2500 5655.2 6000
   Hughes Art Fund

   Interest income 50 132.65 3200
   Judge Show 5600 4825 5000
   Membership Dues 25000 29050 29000
fund raiser 398 5000
   Other Income Scholarship Fund

Total Income 238150 230544 244200
Cost of Goods Sold

   Art Class Expense 1300 2322.9 2400
      Art Teacher expense 30000 31784.45 32000
   Total Art Class Expense 31300 34167.35 34400
   Artist Commissions 97500 100861.16 91000
Total Cost of Goods Sold 128800 135028 125400
Gross Profit 109359 95516 118800
Expenses

   Accounting & Professional Fees 7000 7981.25 8000
   Advertising & Marketing 15000 16476 40000
   CC, Disc, & Paypal Charges 900 501 600
   Dues & subscriptions 350 166 500
   Insurance 350 1288 1550
   Judge Show expenses 510 0
      Judge show - advertising

   Total Judge Show expenses 5600 4734 5000
   Landscaping Expense 2800 2640 2700
   Miscellaneous Expenses

   Postage 400 285 300
fund raiser 3000
   Printing & Signage 1600 169 200
   Repair & Maintenance 2500 5387 2000
   Scholarships Paid

   Show Expenses 0
   Square Fees 5500 6290 6500
   Supplies, Office & Operating 2500 5235 5000
   Taxes & Licenses 51.85 51.85 51.85
-internet telephone 1500 944 1000
rent 47275 43186 45345
   Utilities - Electric 3500 3095 3200
   Utilities - Internet

   Utilities - Water 500 475 500
Total Expenses 97836.85 98904.1 125446.85…
Net Operating Income

Other Income 0

Net Other Income 0
Net Income 11523 -3388 -6646.85

Wednesday, Oct 20, 2021 09:52:43 AM GMT-7 - Cash Basis
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MINUTES 

SOBA Board of Directors 

Art School Building 

March 18, 2024 

Board Members Present: Marie Burgeson, Ann Hyde, Pat Diemand, Jeanne Francisco, 

Sandy Rhodes, Jane Capraro, Karen Richards, Lin Hilts, Barbara Pecce 

Excused: John Kenney 

The meeting was called to order by President Marie Burgeson at 10:00 AM 

The opening prayer was led by Sandy Rhodes 

President’s Report – Marie Burgeson: The Anniversary Committee is hard at work. The two 

“30 on the 30th” events were very successful. The cake and lovely truffles were great and the 

instructors demonstrated and spoke to visitors emphasizing our classes. This month there 

will be cupcakes! Permission to do another 20% off in another month or so? It brought in 

double the sales. We are sending Gala invitations via email to everyone on our email list 

with a link to buy immediately. Also, we are creating a special invitation to send to VIPs. 

Sorry to announce Past President Dave Dickson passed away. He was very instrumental in 

improving SOBA. The Judged Show was great fun and Greg Barnes was such a genial 

judge who tried to speak to everyone. The reception was very well done despite a broken 

HVAC again! The parts were under warranty, but the labor was over $1,000. OTBM (Old 

Town Bluffton Merchants) have regained control of their website so it should be improving 

soon with members’ PR. 

Discussion: There are Blick Gift Certificates with a total of $200 left over from the Judged 

Show. These will be set aside to use as prize(s) for Volunteer of the Year award or similar.  

The Anniversary Committee will meet this week. There is a total of 30 tickets sold so far 

with 10 items for the fashion show. 

We need to begin planning for the Annual Meeting which is set for Sunday, May 19th. 

Possibly Heyward House or other outdoor venue? A committee needs to be in place soon. 

MOTION – by Marie that the gallery will hold two additional 20% OFF sales days through 

the end of 2024. The vote was unanimous to approve. 

Vice-President’s Report – Karen Richards reported that SOBA will be represented at River 

Ridge Career Day by members Mary Burrell, Sandra Campeau and Karen Richards. We 

will be promoting our Art School. We have ordered an additional “bin” for our bin art 

display and an additional shelving unit for 3-D art in the main gallery. The placement of 

these new items to be determined. We had 50% of our public click on our last Gala 

announcement e-mail. The sales statistics compiled by Ginny Cassidy will be published in 
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an up-coming Newsletter and there will be a note regarding the importance of “Team 

Spirit”.  

2nd Vice President/Secretary Report – Jeanne Francisco reported that there were no 

revisions requested for the February minutes and the minutes stand approved as written.  

One additional satellite gallery has been re-started at the CharterOne Realty Office, 1 

Promenade Street in Old Town Bluffton. There are four artists featured there and they will 

hang until the end of June. There are questions from the Board regarding selection of  

artists to display at satellite galleries and how to physically handle sales from off-site 

locations.  

The Nominating Committee has spoken directly to 17 members regarding serving on the 

Board for 2024/25. There has been no response from the general call for nominees. We will 

close nominations as of Friday, March 29th and begin the interview process. We have the 

following positions open : Vice-President, Treasurer, Director of Gallery Operations, 

Director of Community Relations, Director of Staffing. As a Board, please continue to 

recruit within the membership.  

MOTION – by Karen, to setup a committee that will discuss and make recommendations 

regarding satellite galleries, how to select members to hang in these galleries, how to best 

set up the system for purchase, and how these potential galleries may or may not differ 

from the program that has been on-going at Alexander’s. Motion carried unanimously. 

The following will be asked to participate in the committee: Jeanne Francisco, Chair, Pat 

Diemand, Lynda Hawley, Jane Capraro, Karen Richards, Karen Magill, Marie Camenares 

and Haldora.  

Treasurer’s Report – John Kenney (excused) provided a written report attached to the hard 

copy document.   

February 2024:     Total Income  $24,549.00            Total Cost of Goods Sold   $14,826.15 

                               Total Expenses  $10,288.52        Net Operating Income   ($1,011.85)   

Marie discussed that it is time to reapply for our A-Tax grant. We need to review our 

allocation for Advertising and Marketing as we have had expenses that have exceeded our 

budget.  

MOTION by Marie that the Board approve our A-Tax grant request of $40,000 and that the 

Board pledge to follow the guidelines of the grant application and use the intended funds as 

stipulated. Unanimous approval.  

Membership Director – Jane Capraro provided each Board member a copy of the proposed 

“Society of Bluffton Artist’s Copyright Liability Contract” for review and comment. There is 

also an informational page (both copies attached to hard copy). MOTION by Jeanne that 

the Board adopt the use of the “Society of Bluffton Artists Copyright Liability Contract” 
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agreement with all exhibiting members going forward. Membership will handle the logistics 

of this procedure and on-going management of the program will be under the direction of 

the Director of Membership. The vote was unanimous to approve.   The cling-on car decals 

are also now available and will be distributed.  

Art School Director – Barbara Pecce stated that to support the class of instructor Greg 

Barnes, an amount of $1,000 was utilized from the restricted visiting artist/instructor gift. 

MOTION by Marie to approve this use of funds as stated. The vote was unanimous to 

approve. Discussion regarding the need to set a detailed plan for the utilization of these 

specific funds was held with no resolution.  

Marketing Director – Ann Hyde presented a written report (attached to the hardcopy).  

Community Relations Director – Sandy Rhodes will present her detailed report next month 

due to time restraints. 

Staffing Director – Lin Hilts led a general discussion regarding needs and ideas for 

extended and improved volunteer staff training. With many additional new members we 

seem to have a lack of awareness regarding customer service ; ie: people not answering the 

gallery phone, lack of willingness to go beyond the “volunteer role”, lack of attention to 

detail and unwillingness to manage a new situation. We are running a business and depend 

on gallery sales a good bit. Perhaps this concept is not being made clear.  

MOTION by Karen that a committee be formed to address the immediate and long-term 

needs of our gallery volunteers for staff training and development in Customer Service and 

the role of the membership working in the gallery. The vote was unanimous to approve. 

Karen will follow-up with assigning this committee.  

Display Director – Pat Diemand requested that 10 additional extra long poles be ordered so 

that we can facilitate getting more art work not the display space.    

Old Business: Due to concern regarding the recent termination of Joy Hermann as a 

jewelry vendor there was discussion regarding how this process was handled. The past 

minutes do not reflect a vote on her jewelry termination. There was previous discussion 

only that she was to be notified that our jewelry display space is limited and her sales have 

been slow. Had we planned to replace her product with another jeweler or offer her a more 

limited space and add an additional jeweler?  

MOTION by Marie for clarification that the Board agrees that at the September 2023 

meeting we chose to replace an underperforming jeweler (Joy Hermann) with one felt to be 

a better choice for the use of our limited gallery 3-D space. Vote: out of 8 members 

remaining (quorum) 6 voted yes, 2 abstained.  

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned by Marie Burgeson at 12:35 

PM.  
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The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 15th, 2024 at the home of Marie Burgeson 

– 3 Rose Hill Drive, Bluffton.  

 

Submitted by, 

 

Jeanne Francisco, Secretary 
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