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Milroy, Shannon

From: noreply@civicplus.com
Sent: Monday, September 29, 2025 5:43 PM
To: ATax Communications
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Accommodations Tax Grant Application

WARNING!  

This email originated from outside of the Town of Bluffton's email system. DO NOT click any links or open any 

attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

 

Accommodations Tax Grant Application 
 

  

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION 

 
 

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX GRANT 
APPLICATION 

Accommodations Tax 
Grant Application 
Instructions 

Accommodations Tax Grant Application Instructions  

Accommodations Tax 
Grant Application 
Instructions 

I have read and acknowledged the Town of Bluffton, SC 

Accommodations Tax Grant Application Instructions. 

(Section Break) 

Application Date 9/29/2025  

Project Name Third Annual Bluffton Hannukah Celebration 

Project/Event Location Martin Family Park 

Is this a new project or 
event? 

No 

Project/Event Start Date: 12/21/2025  

Project/Event End Date 12/21/2025  

Multi-Year 
Project/Event? 

No 
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Total Project Costs 10,770.25 

Total ATAX Funds 
Requested 

7,770.25 

Percent of Total Budget 72.14% 

Date the funds are 
needed: 

12/1/2025  

Full Legal Organization 
Name 

Congregation Beth Yam 

Address 4501 Meeting Street 

Street Address Line 2 Field not completed. 

City Hilton Head 

State SC 

Zip Code 29926 

Applicant must be 
designated as a non-
profit entity to receive 
ATAX funds. Is your 
entity a non-profit 
organization? 

Yes 

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION 

Organization Primary Point of Contact 

First Name Rachel 

Last Name Pepin 

Title Director of Programming  

Phone Number 8435051343 

E-mail Address rach.j.pepin@gmail.com  

(Section Break) 

Organization Secondary Point of Contact 

First Name Janet 
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Last Name Kelley 

Title President 

Phone Number 8436892178 

E-mail Address president@bethyam.org  

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION 

Project Description:  This is a celebration of the Holiday of Hanukkah. Hanukkah is 

an 8 night long holiday, and it is customary to celebrate each 

and every night. The holiday of Hanukkah is joyous, and 

commemorates the story of one drop of oil keeping the 

destroyed temple lit for 8 nights, which truly was a miracle. It is 

customary on Hanukkah to eat foods made in oil, and to dance, 

sing, and play dreidel games. A dreidel has Hebrew letters 

which are an acronym that stands for " A great miracle 

happened there" in reference to the miracle of light. This 3rd 

Annual Celebration will include lighting the menorah, a live band 

with music and dancing, traditional Hanukkah foods and dreidel 

games. 

List any required 
permits, if applicable. If 
none, type “N/A": 

N/A 

Describe all planned 
advertising and 
marketing for this 
project/event: 

We will be advertising in the Bluffton Sun and Hilton Head Sun 

as well as Local Life Magazine. We will also be boosting posts 

on our social media pages on Facebook and Instagram and 

using paid ads on local spotlight Facebook and Instagram 

pages. We will also be delivering flyers around town and posting 

them on community boards in each of the parks. 

Please list all media 
outlets you intend to 
utilize for your 
project/event (i.e. 
names of magazines, TV 
and radio stations, etc.): 

The Bluffton Sun, The Hilton Head Sun, Local Life Magazine 

 
 
All advertising/marketing paid for with Town of Bluffton Accommodations Tax 
dollars must incorporate the branding shown here: Town of Bluffton Brand 
Standards. The use of the Town’s logo must meet the design standards 
outlined at the aforementioned link and be approved by the Town. Designs 
may be submitted electronically using this link. Please allow five (5) business 
days for approval.  
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Impact on or Benefit to 
Tourism: 

This event would draw tourists from other towns within Beaufort 

County and other neighboring counties to a lively celebration of 

such an important holiday. It is difficult to live in an area where 

Judaism is not as prevalent, and as such, events such as these 

always have a very high attendance. Our building is in Hilton 

Head, but we have many members that live outside of Hilton 

Head Island that would most certainly attend. We also receive 

many inquiries during the winter season from tourists that are 

snowbirds or are just changing locations often throughout the 

winter, seeking engagement opportunities for holidays. In year's 

past at community based events, we have asked many people 

where they are from, and most say they are visitors that were so 

glad to see Judaism being embraced in the heart of the south. 

With Anti- Semitism on the rise, an event like this helps promote 

Bluffton as a safe travel destination for Jewish people. 

 
 
“Tourist” means a person who does not reside within the corporate limits of 
the Town or within a Town zip code that takes a trip into the corporate limits of 
the Town for any purpose, except daily commuting to and from work. 

“Travel” and “Tourism” mean the action and activities of people taking trips 
outside their home communities for any purpose, except daily commuting to 
and from work. 

Additional Comments: Field not completed. 

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION  

 
 
To download the Town’s required Line-Item Budget Form, click here: 
https://www.townofbluffton.sc.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4295/ATAX-
Grant-Application-Line-Item-Budget-Form 

Download and save the form and hit "Back" in your web browser to 
return to the application. Once the form is completed, attach it on the 
following line. 

Town’s required Line-
Item Budget Form: 

Line Item Atax 2025.pdf  

Most Recent Fiscal Year 
Balance Sheet and Profit 

ataxfinancials.pdf  
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and Loss Accounting 
Statement 

Financial Guarantee Bluffton ATAX letter 2025.docx  

 
 
Applicant must provide a copy of official minutes wherein the sponsoring 
organization approves the project and commits the organization to financial 
responsibility for carrying it out to the stage of completion.  

Please attach Budget vs. 
Actual statements for 
prior two years events. 

atax24final.pdf  

Please attach Budget vs. 
Actual statements for 
prior two years events. 

ataxactual.docx  

(Section Break) 

Have you requested, 
received, or been 
awarded ATAX funding 
from other state or local 
entities for this 
project/event? 

No 

Have you received or 
been awarded ATAX 
funding from other state 
or local entities for any 
other project/event? 

No 

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION 

PRIOR RECIPIENT'S REPORT 
 
If your organization has received ATAX funding from the Town of Bluffton 
in previous years, you must complete the below information.  

If you have not received ATAX funding from the Town of Bluffton, please 
answer "No" and skip this section, and sign and submit your application. 

Has your organization 
previously received 

Yes 
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ATAX funds from the 
Town of Bluffton? 

Project/Event Name Bluffton Hannukah Celebration 

Year Awarded 2024  

Amount Awarded 2830  

Was a final report 
submitted? 

Yes 

What was the total 
number of tourists? 

26 

What was the 
percentage of tourists? 

37.68% 

(Section Break) 

Please attach a copy of 
your organization's IRS 
Designation Letter 
showing your non-profit 
status . 

Original Non Profit Status CBY-IRS letter (1).pdf  

Please upload a copy of 
your current Town of 
Bluffton Business 
License, which is 
required of all 
applicants. 

Report_Permit63029_638751289495750096.pdf  

Additional Application 
Documents 

Original Non Profit Status CBY-IRS letter (1)_1.pdf  

Additional Application 
Documents 

atax23demo.docx  

Additional Application 
Documents 

ataxactual_2.docx  

Additional Application 
Documents 

Field not completed. 

Additional Comments Field not completed. 

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION 
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All applicants will be required to come before the Accommodations Tax 
Advisory Committee (ATAC) and answer any and all questions when 
scheduled to do so. 

Any organization awarded funds for advertising/marketing must incorporate 
the Bluffton Heart of the Lowcountry brand logo in all promotional materials 
and advertising. 

The South Carolina Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) defines a “public body” 
as any organization or corporation supported in whole or in part by public 
funds or expending public funds. If awarded, your organization's acceptance 
of public funds from the Town of Bluffton may cause your organization to 
come within the meaning of “public body” as defined by the Freedom of 
Information Act. S.C. Code Ann. §30-4-10, et seq. (Supp. 2002). Accordingly, 
this is to advise that by accepting public funds, your organization may be 
subject to the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act. 

By submitting this application, the organization certifies that it has read and 
understands the paragraphs above. The organization additionally certifies that 
it does not discriminate in any manner on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, sex, disability, religion, or language and that all funds that may be 
received by the applicant organization from the Town of Bluffton, South 
Carolina will be solely used for the purposes set forth in this application and 
will comply with all laws and statutes, including the South Carolina Code of 
Laws regarding Allocations of Accommodations Tax Revenues. 

 
 
By typing your name below, you are signing this application electronically. 
You agree that your electronic signature is the legal equivalent of your manual 
signature on this application.  

Signature Rachel J Pepin 

Signatory's Title or 
Position 

Director of Programming 

 

  

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.  
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I nternal Revenue Service
District Director

Department of the Treasu ry

Employer ldcntifi cation Number:
$Nfrt1t50(

Accounting Period Ending;

Egcrr}rr Sl
Foundetion Stetus GlassificaUon:

{t4f(rl A)
AdYanca Ruling Pcriod Ends:

fic*rSrt JI, I9r,
Pcrson to Contrst

E. Ilcl&aeq/cD
Contaet Telephone Numben

a*?f.l-at16

;,r,::..-.

D"t".FEB041gg3

Eh. .r*&b coilrn,ttgr -rrsoo&t'I& I
EJ-ltoE S6ltf !*Iaadr Dra,

Jf{tl ilEhtlolr*s tw
SIICE MJ .trrl*dr Sc ,9r2t

fil. fal@ Srdott sS0oodgfg
Dear Applicant:

Based on infornation supplied, and assuming your operations will be as stated
in your application for recognition of exemption, we have determined you are exempt
from Federal incone tax under section 50I(o) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Because you are a newly created organizatj.on, we are not now making a final
determination of your foundation status under seotion 509(a) of the Code. However,
we have determined that you can reasonably be expected to be a publicly supported
organization described in section 5l39tr)lrr-

AccordingJ.y, you will be treated as a publioly supported organization, and not
as a private foundation, during an advance ruling period. This advance ruling period
begins on the date of your inception and ends on the date shown above

Ilithin 90 days after the end of your advance ruLing pe.1iod, you must submit to
us inforroation needed to determine whether you have net the requirements of the
applicable support test during the advance ruling period. If you establish that you
have been a publicly supported organization, you will be classified as a section
509(a) (1) or 509(a) (2) organization as long as you continue to meet the requirements
of the applioable support test. If you do not meet the public support requirements
during the advance ruling period, you will be classified as a private foundation for
future periods. ALso, if you are classified as a private foundation, you will be
treated as a private foundation fron the date of your incaption for purposes of
sections 507(d) and 4940

Grantors and donors nay rely on the determinition'that you are not a private
foundation until 90 days after the end 6f your advance ruling period. If you submit
the required infornation within the 90 days, grantors and donors may continue to
rely on the adv?rnce determination until the Service makes a final determination of
your foundation status. However, if notice that you will no longer be treatad as a
section SpletB, organization is published in the Internal Revenue Bulletin,
grantors and donors may not rely on this determination after the date of such
publication. ALso, a grantor or donor may not rely on this determination if he or
she was in part responsible for, or was aware of, thb act or failure to act that
resulted in your Ioss of section fi9it)l?l status, or acguired knowledge that
the Internal Revenue Service had given notice that you would be removed from
classification as a section 5O9(t)(2) organization.

275 pe*htree Streat, N.E., Atlanta, GA 30043 (over) Letter 1O4S(DO) (6J1,
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If your sources of support, or your purposes, character, or method of operation
change, please let us know so we can consider the effect of the change on your
exempt status and foundation status. Also, you should inform us of all changes in
your name or address.

Generally, you are not liable for social security (FICA) taxes unless you file
a waiver of exenption oertificate as provided in the Federal fnsurance Contributions
Act. If you have paid FICA taxes without filing the waiver, you should call us. you
are not liable for the tax imposed under the Federal Unemploynent Tax Act (FU?A).

Organizations that are not private foundations are not subject to the excise
taxes undar Chapter 42 of the Code. However, you are not automatically exempt from
other Federal excise ta:<es. If you have any questions about excise, employment, or
other Federal taxes, please let us know"

Donors nay deduct contributions to you as provided in section 170 of the Code
Bequests, legacies, devises, transfers, or gifts to you or for your use are
'deductible for Federal estate and gift ta:< purposes if they meet the applicable
provisions of seotions 2055, 2l-06, and 2522 of the Cocle.

You are required to file Forn 990, Return of Organization Exempt from Income
?a:r, only if your gross receipts each year are normally more than $10,000. If a
return is required, it nust be filed by the LSth day of the fifth month after the
end of your annual acoounting period. The law imposes a penalty of $10 a day, up to
a maximun of $5,000, when a return is filed late, unless there is reasonable cause
for the delay.

You are not required to file Federal income tax returns unLess you are subject
to the tax on unrelated business inoone under section 511 of the Code. If you are
subject to this tax, you nust file an income tax return on Form 990-T. In this
Ietter, we are not deternining whether any of your present or proposed activities
are unrelated trade or business as defined in section 513 of the Coda.

You need an enployer identification number even if you have no employees. If
an enployer identifioation number was not entered on your application, a number wiII
be assigned to you and you will be advised of it. Please use that number on all
returns Sou file and in all correspondence with the Internal Revenue Service.

Because this letter could help resolve any questions about your exenpt status
and foundation status, you should keep it in your permanent records.

If you have any questions, please contact the person whose name and telephone
number are shown in the heading of this letter.

Sinoerely yours,

gxr;IacgdI 99gt Seardub lo a
,sctrrcclord

efit ,firlJ.! B. Fjtr,*r!:r, E qEJ$t ftM, re

Por trr Esrr mdlnp on €aC rtr!'rr llpwr*}ar 3r,r ,99t, axga*Irlrt aD, Drf'rt gruls
rrrorJp&, ,,r, Eat Bor*rl3g tp;tro t&ra $35rOO0 a.ro orslrtft, f,r@ fJrJry fo3p F9A. hr
trsldaBnr ,a decceolare, tf gosa lrrans rcv;erti*a &r'o 's.tlttly' net Eq!, 3&.n ?br
ItS,OOf, J&l!, rd,e tir Instraoetoao far tJre .Ponr gg0.

letter 1045(DO) (6:771
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TOWN OF BLUFFTON

TOWN OF BLUFFTON - 

Business Name:

Date Issued:

NON-TRANSFERABLE   |   TO BE PLACED IN A CONSPICUOUS PLACE

02/14/2025

25-02-5867License No.

Business DBA 

Name:

NAICS Title:

Physical Address:

Other Similar Organizations 

(except Business, 

Professional, Labor, and 

Political Organizations)

Congregation Beth Yam

Jewish Synagogue

Business Type:

Congregation Beth Yam

4501  Meeting ST  

Hilton Head Island, SC

29926

Expires:04/30/2026

Rachel  Pepin

Congregation Beth Yam

4501 Meeting

Hilton Head, SC  29926

Section 6-21 Purpose and Duration of Business License
ALL BUSINESSES LOCATED IN THE TOWN OF BLUFFTON MUST POST THE BUSINESS LICENSE IN A VISIBLE LOCATION WITHIN THE 

BUSINESS LOCATION AS REFERENCED ABOVE AND IS VALID FOR THIS LOCATION ONLY.  ALL BUSINESSES LOCATED OUTSIDE THE 

TOWN OF BLUFFTON MUST KEEP A CURRENT COPY WHILE CONDUCTING BUSINESS INSIDE THE TOWN OF BLUFFTON.  CHANGE IN 

LOCATION OR OWNERSHIP  REQUIRES A NEW LICENSE.  IF THE BUSINESS IS CLOSED, CONTACT OUR OFFICE AT 843-706-4501 TO 

UPDATE ACCOUNT.
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Revenues - Cash
Sponsorships $

Donations $

ATAX Grants/Funding from Other Entities* $
* Do NOT  include anticipated award funds requested in this application

Other Grants (please name): $

Vendor Fees $
Registration Fees $

Other Fees (please name): $
Other Fees (please name): $

Mercandise Sales $
Other Sales (please name): $
Other Sales (please name): $

Other Revenue (please name): $
Other Revenue (please name): $

Revenues - In-Kind Contributions
Volunteer Hours $

Donated Items $
Donated Services $

Other (please name): $
Other (please name): $
Other (please name): $

Total All Revenue Sources: $

REVENUES

TOWN OF BLUFFTON
ACCOMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION BUDGET

0

500

Town of Bluffton Support 2500

500

3500
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Eligible Tourism-Related Expense Categories (per SC Code of Laws)
Amount

Advertising & Promotion of Tourism or Arts and Cultural Events
Local Newspaper/Digital Advertising $

Regional Newspaper/Digital Advertising $
National Newspaper/Digital Advertising $

Local Magazine/Digital Advertising $
Regional Magazine/Digital Advertising $
National Magazine/Digital Advertising $

Local Radio Advertising $
Regional Radio Advertising $
National Radio Advertising $

Local Television Advertising $
Regional Television Advertising $
National Television Advertising $

Billboards $
Social Media Advertising $
E-mail and/or Text Blasts $

Postcards/Mailers $
Posters/Banners/Signage $

Graphic Design of Marketing/Writing or Press Releases $
Web Hosting for Event (not organization) $

Other (please name): $
Other (please name): $
Other (please name): $
Other (please name): $
Other (please name): $

Facilities for Civic and Cultural Events
Rentals: Tables, Chairs, Stages, Tents $

Rental: Sound, Audio Equipment $
Construction $

Repairs to Facilities $
Maintenance of Facilities $

Other (please name): $
Other (please name): $
Other (please name): $

EXPENSES

TOWN OF BLUFFTON
ACCOMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION BUDGET

1041.25

1379

1000

250

2200

1000
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Eligible Tourism-Related Expense Categories (per SC Code of Laws)
Amount

Tourist Transportation
Company Name: $
Company Name: $

Public Facilities
Temporary/Portable Restrooms $

Permanent Restrooms $
Parks $

Parking Lots $
Other (please name): $
Other (please name): $

Municipality and County Services
Dumpster Rental/Trash Hauling $

Security Provided by Bluffton Police Department $
Security NOT Provided by Bluffton Police Department $

Total of ATAX Eligible Expenses: $

Other/Ineligible Expenses

Item Amount
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Total of Other/Ineligible Expenses: $

Total Project/Event Budget: $

Total Project/Event Profit or Loss $

TOWN OF BLUFFTON
ACCOMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION BUDGET

EXPENSES

Applicants should list all other project/event expenses that are not eligible for ATAX funds and not listed above.

900

7770.25

Musicians 1700

800

500

3000

10,770.25

-7270.25

Hannukah Foods
Paper Supplies/ Beverages, Misc

Attachment 6



Attachment 6



Attachment 6



Attachment 6



Attachment 6



Attachment 6



 

4501 Meeting Street  Hilton Head, SC  29926 
Phone: (843) 689-2178  Fax:  (843) 681-5531 

Email: info@bethyam.org 
www.bethyam.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 29, 2025 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Congregation Beth Yam is committed to having a Chanukah Celebration in Bluffton on 
December 21, 2025, even if the town does not approve the A Tax request. We will 
follow up on any financial responsibilities to the extent our budget will allow until the 
completion of the event.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Janet Kelley 
President 
Congregation Beth Yam 
 

 

 

Rabbi: 
Brad L. Bloom 
 

President: 
Janet Kelley 
 

Officers: 
Stuart Gaynes 
Walter Margeson 
Jon Bloom 
Doug Luba 
Gene Meyers 
 
 
 

Directors: 
Dayna Dehlinger 
Cindy Green 
Rebecca Mastrorocco 
Risa Prince 
Jack Resnick 
Scott Selkowitz 
Steve Siegel 
 
Helen Hauer 
Sisterhood President, 
     ex officio 
 
Jeff Shapiro 
Men’s Club President, 
     ex officio 
 

Immediate Past 
President: 
Joel N. Greene 
 

Past Presidents: 
Judy Bluestone 
Stanton Bluestone* 
Irwin (Ted) David 
Scottie Davis 
Paula Flink* 
Linda Harrison 
Jane Joseph 
Donald Kahaner 
Seymour Lash* 
Bernice Lewin* 
Irwin Lindenbaum* 
Pennie Meiselman 
Hank Noble 
Bert Reinhold* 
Jack Resnick 
Twyla Sable 
Howard Sherman* 
Candy Solomon  
Robert Stone 
Michael Weingarten* 
 

Honorary Director: 
Dan Caplan* 
 
*Deceased 
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Bluffton A-Tax Funds  2023 

     Applied For    Actual 

 

Table and Chair Rentals 578 1284.85 

Social Media Advertising  200 0 

Bluffton Sun Ad  500 856.00 

TOB Swag Bracelets 160 0 

Bluffton PD  600 900 

Miscellaneous Supplies 1,200 681.68 

Musicians 1,500 1,200 

Dreidels and Hannukah Gelt 300 203.99 

Hannukah Food  1,100 929.42 
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Bluffton A-Tax Funds  2024 

     Applied For    Actual 

 

Notes: 

The table and chair rentals were canceled due to rain out of event. We called the rain out of event 

over 24 hours in advance, so we were able to receive a full refund. 

Bluffton Sun ad was not run due to some reorganization of chairpersons within our organization and 

the deadlines of publication. We have a new chairperson, who has not only reserved our spot, but is 

also a correspondent who will also have an article about Hannukah at no additional cost. 

Last year we utilized some free social media marketing with local groups, this year we have decided 

to invest with paid ads for larger ROI. 

Bluffton PD posted 5 officer slots to fill , only 2 officers signed up.  

 

Table and Chair Rentals 1280 0 

Social Media Advertising  350 0 

Bluffton Sun Ad  450 0 

Bluffton PD  900 360 

Paper Goods/ Beverages/Misc 500 408 

Musicians 1700 1400 

Hannukah Food  800 525 

Attachment 6



Advertising Demographics 

Bluffton Sun Readership: 25,015 Households 

HHI Sun Readership- 26,074 Households 

 

Attendance Information for ATAX Grant  

We captured 236 zip codes at the event Saturday night. Of that total 69% (163 people) were 

29909 & 29910; 31% (73 people) were from zip codes outside of Bluffton. 
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