TOWN COUNCIL

STAFF REPORT
Executive Department

MEETING DATE: November 13, 2025

Consideration of Public Art Committee Recommendation to Award the
PROJECT: Public Art Commission at New Riverside Barn Park to Michael
McLoughlin (Fiscal Impact of $65,000)

PROJECT MANAGER: Chris Forster, MPA, CPFO, CGFM, Assistant Town Manager

RECOMMENDATION:

The Public Art Committee (PAC) voted unanimously to recommend the art commission designed
by Mr. Michael McLoughlin titled Rabbit and Wren.

BACKGROUND:

The Public Art Committee was established in October 2023 to carry out the Council approved
public art policy. The committee is responsible for making recommendations to Council on
publicly funded public art or art to be placed on public property.

In May the PAC voted to create a Public Artist roster of pre-approved artists that may submit
proposals on calls for public art. This Town of Bluffton artist roster consists of over 50 artists,
local and national artists that work in a variety of mediums.

In Spring of 2025 the committee voted to put out a call for original pieces of work to be installed
on Town property at New Riverside Barn Park.

CHANGES:

Primary feedback from the October 14t Council meeting was about the cost of the commission.
The artist has proposed to reduce the size to just over five feet and performing more of the
installation work himself without increasing his commission. This has reduced the cost to
$58,000.

DISCUSSION:

At the PAC meeting on July 29%, 2025, the committee reviewed proposals from ten artists. After
a discussion the committee voted to proceed with requesting additional information from Mr.
Michael McLaughlin. Mr. McLaughlin attended the August 26, 2025, meeting and presented his
background and proposal, and the committee voted unanimously to recommend his piece to
Bluffton Town Council. At the October 14" Council meeting the vote was split with feedback
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about cost concerns. The proposed commission is within budget as approved by Council in June
2025.

Mr. Mclaughlin’s piece is a bronze structure, approximately six feet in height, of a rabbit and
wren in a playful stance. It will be placed on a concrete base in the ground, so it appears the
artwork is flush with the ground.

Mr. McLaughlin, is based in Connecticut, but has been commissioned for several pieces of art
around the country. As part of his research for our call for art, he visited Bluffton and met with
members of the Bluffton Library, Bluffton Chamber of Commerce, Bluffton Historical
Preservation Society and Audubon South Carolina. He based his proposal on animals native to
the area and to complement the natural design of the recently constructed New Riverside Barn
Park.

Public Art Committee Recommendation Town Council
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NEXT STEPS:

Approve, approve with conditions or deny the recommendation to award the commission to
Michael McLaughlin.

Attachments:

1. Recommended Art Proposal
2. Motion

Public Art Committee Recommendation Town Council






“Gentle as a friend’s hand resting on
my shoulder”.....

“This summer sunshine”

-Issa




Say not,
‘I have found the truth’,
but rather,

‘I have found a truth’
-Kahil Gibran




Nature offers us the ability to change the way we view our world.




All communities are composed of separate branches

But collectively,

We all belong to the same tree.




We as viewers should discover the unexpected, finding content
that applies to another part of our lives and thus, the art
becomes a co-creation.
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“Joys come from simple and natural things:
Mists over meadows, sunlight on leaves,

The path of the moon over water.”

-Sigurd Olson




“Listen to the sounds around you.
It will teach you there are no soloists in nature,
only myriad voices singing in infinite chorus.”

Before | begin,

| would like to express a very special thank you
to the following for their generous help in my
research and extra long list of questions!

The Bluffton Branch Library
The Greater Bluffton Chamber of Commerce
The Bluffton Historical Preservation Society
Audubon South Carolina
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The New Riverside Barn Park

The drawings contained within this sketchbook of
concept proposals are intended to present the
thought and sentiment | would strive to bring to
YOUR unique sculpture/s

Sculpture is a journey we invent when we make it.




Bluffton, South Carolina

Home to /ﬂ\

325 Bird species

116 Mammal inhabitants
Insects 12,500
Amphibians 142

Reptiles 118....

Pileated Woodpecker
Red, flying squirrels
Painted Turtle
Copperhead Snake

Black Bear

Brown Bat

Barn Owl

Leopard Frog
Beaver

So much inspiration!
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“Rabbit and Wren

(Made of bronze or aluminum)
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“The Conversation”

Snail & Grasshopper perched on fiddlehead ferns

Total Height
5.2ft (bronze) or 6.2ft. (aluminum)
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Color and Maintenance
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The choice of Patinas can suggest the graceful
appearance of aged antiquity. It also has the ability to
make bronze appear rich, bright & iridescent

?

e dd E'QHIH_]

|

L e oy e b R B WY WD

A ¥ 4 L =
S ™ B 5 o2
(] LT L) 1Y 1)

fnx "Ct- i

N
gy

e

i

-
X%

%
ES

SITep

'J.'
-
o

-\l e Ul

1

FL R LI S W

Bt s -
EELBESBES

#

Our unigue applications of traditional & contemporary
finishes require little to no maintenance.

4 1]

3 coats of exterior UV protective are applied upon

installation.
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| come from a construction background.(USAF Combat Engineer) For the past 20 years | have applied this unique
life experience to our artistic endeavors. As a result, | can always be found “hands-on” in every aspect of installation/s.

There are occasions when we are mandated by state and local ordinances to seek out and subcontract with qualified companies
that can assist us in these endeavors. Like any contractor or home-owner, we strive to seek those companies that have
the ability to communicate well, provide the highest quality and value for the service. (Good references, insurance and credentials).



Bglmﬂ”t Bronze?

Everdur Silicon Bronze Why “Silicon” Bronze in particular?
Product 4951

\\'i.(h‘ its pleasant c.olur (and ability to aceept a range of pulinu-.\) cnmhipqi with good 95% CO p pe r

fluidity, low drossing, and a reasonable solidification range, Everdur Silicon Bronze is °

oo
widely used in both industrial and creative applications. Everdur’s balance of mechanical 4(y 1 | 1 d =
& s St : : o SIIICON an

properties and corrosion resistance has led to its use in valyve and pump parts, impellers,

bells and a variety ol other engineering applications. More recently, Everdur’s llent

o)
casting charact > resulted in i > the preferred Bronze for sculpture casting 1 A) ma nga nese.

and in its wide ac ‘ or the jewelry caster as well.

Nominal Chemical Composition

Copper  95% This “modern” alloy recipe was formulated early in the 201" C by

Silicon 4%

Manganese 1% metallurgists seeking to meet the high demand for better quality
Typical Physical Properties . . . . . . .
[,"‘/\1;3'.\1\' nl/u'/]‘;‘\’lw stated, lljut:'ut\ur('d at room temperature, 68°F (20°C). Ca Stl n gS | nte n d ed fO Fin d u St la | an d marine a p p | I Catlo ns.

Property i U.S. Metric

Melting Range l\0]1L|ll\/|lqllldl1\l 1550°F-1780°F 840°C-971°C
Pouring Range 1900°F-2250°F 1010°C-1235°C

Density 0.302 Ibs/cu. in. 8.36 g/cu. cm.
Specific Gravity 8.36 8.36
Thermal Conductivity 16.4 Btu/ft./hr./sq. ft./°F 28 W/m/°K
Electrical Conductivity 6% IACS 6% IACS
'ypical Mechanical Properties (test bar values — C80100)
Unless otherwise stated, measured at room te /11/}( rature, 68°F (20°C).
Property __US. Metric
ii()()() lh\/xq in. 379 MPa
Yield Strength 25000 Ibs/ sq. in. 172 MPa
30% 30%
Brinell Hardness (500 kg. wt.) 85 85
Shear Strength 28000 Ibs/sq. in. 190 MPa

Impact Strength Izod 33 ft. Ibs 45 Joules

Tensile Strength

Elongation in 2 in. (50 mm)

Continued

It contains good structural quality, finishes nicely and accepts
BRimbst: B0 Nor Ferrous Specialists patinas readily. It especially offers a high resistance to corrosion!

For maximum variety in non ferrous metals, alloys and shapes.

Custom shapes and compositions available.




For 20 years we have
been fortunate enough
to operate our own
studio foundry.

|
)

This important asset
allow us to perform all
stages of our creative
and technical
fabrications under one
roof.



STRUCTURAL NOTES

TREONDIN

2" SIDE VIEW

VILLAGE HALL PLAZA
BRONZE SCULPTURE

PALMETTO BA)

PLAN AND DETAILS

4\ PLATE TO SCULPTURE CONECTION {3\ 12" DIA. PILE PLACING PLAN 5\ 12° DIA. PILE DETAIL {6\ 3/4* PLYWOOD TEMPLATE




Above all, safety is

B

B the highest priority.
o

o

Only the highest

M quality materials &

| installation methods .
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3" Dia. S-Steel Dowel
embedded in concrete

and fastened to interior

of casting e

12" Dia x 48" Deep
Concrete Caisson







Thank you so much for the opportunity to present our work. | am very honored and grateful for your consideration.
Please feel free to reach out at any time for further information .
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Project Duration-10-12 Months




* Concept * Production
Develoment

* Shipping * Installation




Michael MclLavghlin
Brownze Sculpture

35 Apple Street
Torrington, CT 06790

Email: contact@mjmsculpture.com

Professional References

Mystic River Foundry
Mystic, CT 06355
mrf@riconnect.com

Maija McKnight
Public Arts Coordinator
Seattle, WA
matja.mcknight@seattle.gov

Cynthia Blazys
Torrington, CT
cblazys@hotmail.com

Lorre Broom
The Cooley Gallery
broom.lorre@gmail.com

Dan Meyers
Hillsborough County Architect
dlfmmyers@gmail.com

Reyna Ruiz
Former Community Liaison
City of Santa Cruz, CA
Reyna.m.ruiz@gmail.com

Crystal Birns
Former Public Art Director
City of Santa Cruz Redevelopment
cbirns@gmail.com

Darby Delsalle
Director of Planning and Zoning
Village of Palmetto Bay, FL.
ddelsalle@palmettobay-fl.gov

(860) 459-7949
www.mjmsculpture.com

Michael Mclonghlin
Bronze Scudpture

35 Apple St
Torrington, CT 06790
contact@mymscud pture.com
(860) 459-7949

Curriculum Vitae

2007-13 Adjunct Art Teacher at Washington Montessori
2002-05 Apprenticed with sculptor Juan Andreu, Valen:
2000-02 Teacher Intern at Old Saybrook High School
1995-99 Attended Lyme Academy of Fine Arts
1994-99 Historic Preservation Artist NEC Museum

Exhibitions and Commissions
2024 Harlinsdale Bridge, Franklin, TN
2023 Old Lyme Public Library
2022 City of Eden Prairie, MN Commission
2021 City of Newport Beach, CA Invitational
2020 Devereux Gardens Commission
2019 Seffner-Mango Community Park Commission, FL
2018 Chester Gallery
2017 Mirada Fine Art, Denver, CO
2017 Aviara Park Commission, Carlsbad, CA
2016 University of CT EVS Museum-Gallery
2016 Bushnell Plaza, Hartford

www.mjmsculpture.com

2015 New Britain Museum of American Art -Permanent Collection

2015 CT Governor’s Invitational
2014 Village Hall Commission, Palmetto Bay, FL
2014 Eisenhauer Gallery, Martha's Vineyard, MA
2013 Piasio Commission, Princeton NJ
2013 Lea Hill Park Commission, Auburn, WA
2012 Mystic Aquarium Exhibit
2012 B&T Grounds for Sculpture
2011 Stojanovich Park Commission, Campbell, CA
2011 Slater Museum, Norwich CT
2010 Sills Commission, Watch Hill, RI
2010 Gleason Fine Art, Portland, ME
2009 Reeves-Reed Arboretum, Summit, NJ
20049 Haddad Gallery, Hudson, NY
2008 John Slade Ely House, New Haven
2008 Poets Park Commission, Santa Cruz, CA
2007 Duffy Elementary School Commission, Hartford, CT
2007 Lascano Gallery, Gt Barvington, MA
2006 Walton Rd Commission, Port St. Lucie, FL
2005 Sun Lakes Community Library, Sun Lakes, AZ
2005 CODA Gallery, Palm Desert, CA

Awards
2009 Weiss Sculpture Prize
2008 The Lynge Prize for Metal Sculpture
2005 The New Alliance Award




. https://www.Instagram.com/mjmsculpture

https://facebook.com/michaelmclaughlinbronzesculpture

https://www.youtube.com/@mjmsculpture

http://mjmsculpture.com/
Contact@mjmsculpture.com
860-459-7949



Attachment 2

Recommended Motion

Approval of Public Art Committee Recommendation to Award the Public Art Commission at New Riverside
Barn Park to Michael McLoughlin (Fiscal Impact of $58,000)— Chris Forster, Assistant Town Manager

“l make a motion to Approve the Public Art Committee Recommendation to Award the Public Art
Commission at New Riverside Barn Park to Michael McLoughlin.”
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