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Amendments to the Town of Bluffton Code of Ordinances to 
Include Regulations Addressing Abandoned and Moored Boats in 

the Town's Waterways
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Background
Purpose:

To ensure responsible use of the Town's waterways and prevention of environmental damage.

To prevent pollution of human waste from improperly maintained vessels.

To protect, preserve, restore and enhance the Town's natural waterways and marshes.

To allow safe passage and use of the Town's waterways.

State Law (Section 50):

A watercraft is considered "abandoned" if left unattended to for at least 45 days.

Watercraft identified as abandoned for at least 90 days may be claimed by any person or entity as 

abandoned property.

The department must conduct investigations of abandoned watercraft to determine the status.

Violation is considered a misdemeanor. Fines between $1,000 and $5,000.
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SC Code of Laws
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Overview of Proposed Amendments

• Seizure and Disposal of Abandoned Boats
• Policy and Procedures
• Violations and Penalties
• Administration and Enforcement
• Mooring of Boats
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Next Steps

• Work with Beaufort County on the Draft 
Ordinance, Policy and Enforcement;

• Forward Draft Ordinance to SC DNR for Review 
and Comments;

• First Reading at a Future Town Council meeting; 
and

• Second and Final Reading at a Future Town 
Council Meeting.
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QUESTIONS & 
DISCUSSION
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