
Advisory Town

Grant Requests Amount Committee Council Paid Paid

Requested Recommendation Approved FY 2025 FY 2026

Applications Received January 2, 2024

HHI-Bluffton Chamber of Commerce: 2024 Official Bluffton Vacation Planner 45,000$      45,000$               45,000$      -$                   

Gullah Traveling Theatre, Inc.: Gullah Kinfolk Come to Bluffton 26,841$      9,750$                 9,750$        1,618$               8,131.52$       -                          

Old Town Bluffton Merchants Society: Marketing 28,500$      28,500$               28,500$      16,594               -                      11,905.52       -                          

The Rotary Club of Bluffton: 2024 Mayfest Marketing & Transportation 15,000$      25,000$               25,000$      18,198               6,801.95         -                          

Total Grants for 2nd Quarter Collections 115,341$    108,250$             108,250$    36,411$             -$                    26,838.99$     -$                   

Applications Received April 1, 2024

Society of Bluffton Artists: 30th Anniversary 20,000$      20,000$               20,000$      13,271$             1,259.19$       -                          

Hilton Head Symphony Orchestra: 2024 Bluffton Concerts 43,632$      43,632$               43,632$      39,894               3,737.87         -                          

BlacQuity: 2024 River and Roots Festival 25,000$      25,000$               25,000$      22,733               2,266.97         -                          

MLK Observance Committee: 9th Annual Bluffton Juneteenth Festival Weekend 20,000$      20,000$               20,000$      . 3,092                 

HBF: Heyward House Welcome Center Q1 Allocation 40,000$      40,000$               40,000$      40,000               -                   -                          

HBF: Luke Peeples Music Celebration 5,000$        -$                          -$                 -                   -                          

Total Grants for 3rd Quarter Collections 153,632$    148,632$             148,632$    115,898$           -$                    7,264.03$       3,092$               

Applications Received July 1, 2024

HBF: Heyward House Welcome Center Q2 Allocation 40,000$      40,000$               40,000$      40,000$             -$                -$                       

HBF: Luke Peeples Music Celebration 5,000$        3,200$                 3,200$        1,551                 1,649.00         -                          

Historic Bluffton Arts & Seafood Festival: 2024 Arts & Seafood 80,000$      80,000$               80,000$      80,000               -                   -                          

Coastal Conservation Association: 2024 Conservation Weekend in Bluffton 10,000$      10,000$               10,000$      9,259                 740.87             -                          

Boys & Girls Club of the Lowcountry: 2024 Bike Bluffton 23,500$      23,500$               23,500$      14,850               8,650.04         -                          

Total Grants for 4th Quarter Collections 158,500$    156,700$             156,700$    145,660$           -$                    11,039.91$     -$                   

Applications Received October 4, 2024

Farmer's Market of Bluffton: 2025 Expenses 55,300$      55,300$               55,300$      15,954$             16,663.55$     22,681.97$        

The New Bluffton Worship: 2024 Christmas Eve Under the Stars 28,810$      25,100$               25,100$      11,359               13,741.16$     -                          

Society of Bluffton Artists: Partial CY2025 Expenses - Marketing 27,000$      27,000$               27,000$      17,526               5,794.59         3,679.12         -                          

Congregation Beth Yam: 2024 Hanukkah Celebration 2,980$        2,830$                 2,830$        1,000                 1,830.00         -                          

Historic Bluffton Foundation: Heyward House Museum Operations - Q3 FY2025 40,000$      40,000$               20,000$      20,000               -                   -                          

May River Theatre: 2025 Performance Season Advertising & Royalties 42,826$      42,826$               42,826$      31,657               8,169.14         3,000.07            

Total Grants for 1st Quarter Collections 196,916$    193,056$             173,056$    97,496$             30,627.28$     19,250.28$     25,682.04$        

Applications Received December 31, 2024

The Rotary Club of Bluffton: 2025 Mayfest Marketing & Transportation 24,000$      24,000$               24,000$      -$                       14,945$          -$            9,055.26$          

Historic Bluffton Foundation: Heyward House Museum Operations - Q4 FY2025 40,000$      n/a n/a

Historic Bluffton Foundation: Spring Tour of Homes 3,000$        n/a n/a

Total Grants for 2nd Quarter Collections 67,000$      24,000$               24,000$      -$                       14,945$          -$                9,055.26$          

Applications Received March 31, 2025

Michael C. Riley High School Alumni Association: Project Face-Lift (Phase III) 20,000$      -$                          -$                 -$                       -$                    -$                     -$                       

Hilton Head Symphony Orchestra: 2025 Bluffton Concerts 48,781$      48,781$               48,781$      -                         39,499            -                   9,281.93            

Historic Bluffton Foundation: FY2026 Heyward House Museum Operations 50,000$      50,000$               50,000$      -                         -                      -                   50,000.00          

Town of Bluffton: Sarah Riley Hooks Cottage Restoration 257,304$    257,304$             257,304$    -                         -                      -                   257,304.00        

BlacQuity SC: Roots & Rivers Festival 2025 27,000$      27,000$               27,000$      -                         -                      -                   27,000.00          

The Bluffton MLK Observance Committee: 10th Annual Bluffton Juneteenth Festival 23,000$      23,000$               23,000$      -                         17,166.63       5,833.37         -                          

Total Grants for 3rd Quarter Collections 426,085$    406,085$             406,085$    -$                       56,666$          5,833.37$       343,585.93$      

Applications Received June 30, 2025

Michael C. Riley High School Alumni Association: Project Face-Lift (Phase III) 20,000$      20,000$               20,000$      -$                       20,000.00$     -$                     -$                   

Coastal Conservation Association for 2025 Conservation Weekend in Bluffton 10,000$      10,000$               10,000$      -                         10,000.00       -                       -                     

SOBA: FY2026 Marketing Expenses 40,000$      40,000$               40,000$      -                         7,501.91         -                       32,498.09          

Arts & Seafood for 2025 Event 80,000$      80,000$               80,000$      -                         -                      -                       80,000.00          

Campbell Chapel Church: Additional Phases of Restoration Project 109,000$    109,000$             109,000$    -                         -                      -                       109,000.00        

Campbell Chapel AME Church: SC Conference of AME Church 10,000$      10,000$               10,000$      -                         8,273.71         -                       1,726.29            

Historic Bluffton Foundation: Fall Tour of Homes 6,500$        6,500$                 6,500$        -                         -                      -                       6,500.00            

Total Grants for 4th Quarter Collections 275,500$    275,500$             275,500$    -$                       45,775.62$     -$                     229,724.38$      

Applications Received September 30, 2025

Hilton Head Choral Society: 2026 Vienna Boys Choir Concerts in Bluffton 10,000$      10,000$               10,000$      -$                       -$                -$                10,000.00$        

The New Bluffton Worship: 2025 Christmas Eve Under the Stars 11,500$      11,500$               11,500$      -$                       -$                -$                11,500.00$        

Congregation Beth Yam: 2025 Hanukkah Celebration 7,770.25$   7,770.25$            7,770.25$   -$                       -$                -$                7,770.25$          

Farmer's Market of Bluffton: 2026 Expenses 66,500$      66,500$               66,500$      -$                       -$                -$                66,500.00$        

May River Theatre: 2026 Performance Season Advertising & Royalties 49,764$      49,764$               49,764$      -$                       11,140.70$     -$                38,623.30$        

Total Grants for 1st Quarter Collections 145,534$    145,534$             145,534$    -$                       11,140.70$     -$                134,393.55$      

Applications Received December 31, 2025

The Rotary Club of Bluffton: 2026 Mayfest 25,000$      25,000$               -$                 -$                       -$            -$                   

Bluffton Gullah Cultural & Heritage Center: Deer Tongue Building Renovations 175,000$    n/a n/a

Beaufort Water Search and Rescue 20,000$      -$                          -$                 -$                       -$            -$                   

Total Grants for 2nd Quarter Collections 220,000$    25,000$               -$                 -$                       -$                -$                -$                   

Total Grants 3,520,500$ 3,057,367$          2,833,493$ 506,064.51$      199,236.84$   183,787.10$   745,532.84$      
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