


TRUTH LIKE A HIPPO

One late alumnus'’s tireless push for truth in health care
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[The county health
officer] denied
that any death in
Beaufort County...
had been the result
of malnutrition....
Gatch, he all but
explicitly stated,
was lying.

tior: of home ceuveries 1
i€ condrtions."What's gocd
CUt goirg into a drty snarty
zna delverng a baby or nev
2ers spread out on the floo?"
While Gatcr was adamant
s.tn celiveres should take pl
" dean and equipped hospitals,
~= was nonetheiess eager to
z.oport mudwives and mothers

nen deiveries grew complicated.

.=7nie Kitty was one such midwife
=72 rurse working in Biuffton in
72 1960s. She remembered one

Zewery where she saw what no

cavfe wants to cee first: a tiny

<ty cailec Dr Gatch.”l
“CL'Cr't have called anyone else)”
d."He was doing God's
. Nelping people whether
rad any money or not.”
A arrived and was ab
cg ard turn the baoy

ith tne hospital too far
«. Kitty was able to whisk ke
ent to Gatch’s dhinic. "It ‘wasnt

~g clood that got to me ' she

netning

=}

hear it, just lice | car stil rear his
voice. | got al' woozy and he told
1e,'(Go 1o the door ang get scme
ar and come oack,” She did so,
but the metaliic soungs of Gatch's
work irying to siop tie bleedirg

stul .eft her faint. Kirry hed at
the memory. “He to'd me, Damn,
Kitty! Can't you stand 2 Iitie
blood?

The frendly familiarity betwesr
white doctor and black rurse
T evactly typical at that
tme and piace. Nor was Gatch's

riegrated watting rcom. Many

lecal whites found the abzence
of segregzted waiting rooms
unparconably offenswve "It never
occurrad 1o me to segregate the
sick,” he said.

All of £ was toc much %or iocal
ohysicians and whites. Reaufor:
County Heatth Officer DrH.
Parker Jones began a cempaign
to discredit the voung Nebras
"l have been in pusliic heatth for
more than |5 years,” jones said,
“and | have never seen a case of
starvation or extreme malrutri-
tion" He genied tha:
Beaufert Courty in
ng year had been tf
manutriton or intestinal par
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Gatch, he all but exoheitly starec
was lying.

Jeres, or ey paysician who
remained inside the bounds of
the county hospital. could vers
weil traverse their entire careers
witnout seeing the squalor or
desserztior Gatch had seen. S~
the anomalousness of Gatdr'
perspective didr't make = %
“These patients don't get t
medica centers Gatch szid.
“They die oefore they got there

Gatch's cutspokenness cra-
ated eremnes in Beaufor: Court,
It 2'so earred rim fisrcely ‘oval
i}'iends.ﬁ.-ﬁ‘-mg rurses, Gate
popularty extended beyond Jen-
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and primarily cause

The message that requiremen

others “parental inexperience, sends 1o biology stugents i clez-

"erce or gross neglect” Being a ieader in this gepart-

Gatch's reaction: "Whose InGi-  mept requis "es aoing more thar
ference? Whose neglec? Iust your homework, it requires

Inwoiverent and service

et McKinney sa«c the departmen::
mermationai trips are equall,
Forty-four years later thase important in EQuUIDDINg siudeni:
four words strucc Associate to draw essental connection:
Professor of Biology Angela “When we take students 1o T
McKinney as quintessential Me- Rica or Honduras to STLGly MizmTs
braska Wesleyan questiors."Our biology!” st =
students rezlize it's importar: <o tha
now more thar just the saence.”  They see tourism, The
she said. “They need 0 know how  loca) popuiation. T1 he,
to make connections.” Heamg nese nings ovel 3

Ais story, McKinney said it was ‘rterconnected eny £
ciear thal Gatch had that 1L;c vaiue of that king of firs g oo
1o conrect—"that ab'ity ¢ is ust tremendous.”
e roles that small paris play in a
larger whoie” L
While any med stcdent car
tell you that the f,'-lp.w' 1 relies Back in Biuffton, Cater ¢
s nost's diet, a liberal arts Shaw a firstha :
-:dL.ca{ion nelps students see that  corditions of the county’s g=s-
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on public apathy. Without wilifj
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of tlack childrer in Biuffton. S.C.

would fare ro better thar #

would have in those of middle educanon ne

s white children in Lincoln, .
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the eyes of powerful pecple."He
buit & trai’ from Bluffton 1o the
sizte czpiol,” Barnwell said."He
buit a trail from Bluffion to Wash-
ington, D.C

He helped change powerful
minds, ncluding that of Emest
Hollings, South Caroling's gow-
ernor from 1959 to 1963 and
US. senator from 1966 1o 2005.
“I know as a public official, | am
zte to the oroblem.” Hollings told
tnhe US. Seraie Select Commit-
tee or Nutrition and Human
Needs in 1969."As governor, |
had to put first thngs first....
[Mndustral deve opment plus state
pride resulied in the pubiic policy
of covering up the oroblem of
Punger. . You cen't catch industry
wWith worms—maybe fish, but not
industry”

Gatch's advocacy pusned Sena-
tor Hollings to sse firsthand what
Governor Hollings had ignored.
“There = nunger in South Caro-
hina,” Hollings told the commitice.
“Ir Beaufort County, | wisited a
shack in which 1€ persons iived
and there was no 'ight. no heat,
no runming water, hot or coid, no
bath, no todet The entire siore
of fooc consisted of a slab of
letback, a half-filled jar of locally
harvested oysiers, and a stice of
margarine. ... In the same house
one small cnild had nckets and
another was recovering from
scurvy”

He described znather area in
the siate where "38 families were
7eguired to use one toilet, the
seat of whicn haa beer bured
‘or firawooc.”

For the remainder of his i'e,
Garch kept pushing for more ang
more people to see this truth,
When called a lizr. he kept talking
zteut the Third World condi-
tions around hm.Wher pushed
lo resign, he kept on telling that
truth. Through the blatantly
fabricated accusations that ha was
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a sodomite and a pederast, the
relentless Gatch just kept telling
the truth

Unhappy with the attention
Gaich brought 1o the ugly condi-
tions in South Carelina, the Ku
Kiux Kian came caling, Gaten
received threatening phore calls.
Someone saw fit to fire a gun in

When the KKK

got wind we were
there, they didn’t
come back.

ris gereral direction,

Whenever Jennie Kitty neaded
kelp. she calied on Dr. Gatch.
Now, zfraid for his life and the
safety of his family, Gatch calied
Kitzy. "l need your help,” he szid,

At first, [Gtty 1hought he must
oe swamped with patients and in
reed of an extra nurse. But she
quickly got the picture."He was
gong to spend the rught at his
climc” If the worst was coming, he
didr't want zrything to happen 1o
nis family. "And | dign't want any-
thing 1o happen 10 Dr Gatcr. He
told me, You know who to call’™

Kity, rows 81, has the terdency
when spezking of the past to refer
to herself in the thed person.
“Krity said, 'Say ne morel It's 2
good thing | hag D Gatch, end it's
a good thing Dr: Gatch had Kitty”

Kty calied Barnwel, who
in turn called nire or 10 other
reliable frierds. Shotgurs in hand,
Barrwell and the otners formed
& penmeter around Gatch's clinic
on that first nght. " Trey hud in the
trees, waiting” Kitty remempered,

earwhile, Gatch's wife, Anma,
and their Two young sons. Rex
and Eric, spent that first scary

night at Kitty's home. "l gave Mrs.
Gaich my bed.”" Krity said.

“"When the KKK got wind we
were there, they didn't come
back” Barnweell recalled The family
felt safe enoLgh to return home
the next cay. For the next five or
six nights, they slept there inside a
ring of protective, watchful friends.

The mctivation to protect
Gatcn through those nights came
easily."We were mostly miliiary
folks. Al of us black,” said Barnwell.
“All we had to do was kick it in
gear”

Thus protected, Gaich could
continue practcing meadicing and
pushing for change " The guality
of service he provided zllowed hie
patients to feel ke human beings,”
Barmwell saic.

e

“He got " McKirney said n
her Olin Hal office. “He urder
stood” She turned in ker chair
and beganr searching her cabinet
for a file. As she looked. she spoke
about how satisfying it is for a
orofesser 1o see lights flash in stu-
derts as they begn making trose
connecticns."Here it i=l"

She turned back to her desk
with & packet of papers—an
application ore of her current
students, Sarah Hotovy. submit-
ted for zn internship ooporunt
in indenesia with the Humana
Foundation for Social Research,
“Listen to what she wrote:You
cannot improve someone’s heafth
without zddress ng their access
to education, and you canrat ad-
dress 5sues of education with-
out addressing someone’s living
situation, and you cannot address
issues of living without addressing
the governmental poYicies which
perpetate low standards of lving!

"She gets it the same way Dr
Gatch did.” (Read more zbout
Hotovy's interest in public hea'th

on page %)

McKinney said a scierce =c.-
tion ‘n the liberal arts advarc=:
this mentalty that seeks cor-
nections leadng to the roct o
complex problems. It gives =
and principled people the o=
and the voice they neecd to -
narc for difficult truths.

Kitty. for one, misses that .- o=
in Dr: Gatch."I'd give afything -
hear him talk” She squesze
smeothed her own voice—z-
octegerarian South Carglin 2~
pizyfully imitating the vounz =
oraskar she rememrbered. —-
con | help you, Kt " She lzoz0e

at her memaoy
him 1alic 2l day

The sound of that vaice -
to rost of us. But the trui- -
words iz still there, and 23 =~
today 2s it ever was.

"l used to think truth wzs
flash of lightning” Gatch = =
couldn't mistake it | dors o= ==
that anymore” He sac," T
lixe: 3 hppopotarmus. You've ==
1o keep procding it o't oo -
move,

P

All these years afier his -
timely death, we're left 1o .o~ e
what Dr. Gatch wouid think 222
teczy's South Caroling, Camoos
or Mebraska Wesleyan Uriz~
sty Wouid he be heartensc -
ali that's changed for the peze=
or frustrated by what remsz -
undone? What connecticns »~ 7. -
he draw between rus past z-2 1)
present! !

He certainly wouidn't finc
truth’s hippo stdl ioafing in -z
mud where he left it. Morz 2--
more people have snce jounes
the push that was nis legac,

Dr. Gatch's push remgins = =
of our shared innerftance 25 .=
braska Wesleyan alumni wnet
or not we ever knew Rim., [0 ==t
way, maybe the glirmmers of D-




With every physici

e
im. DrlGatch co

you want a 1rie

by him through threats an

Gatch that Prof. McKnney saw n
one ¢ her current students are
real,

Maybe Gatch s there. teo, in
Scott Young ('01) as f= cirects the
Food Ban« of Lincoln znd spezks,
as loudiy as he must. about ongo-
ing hunger issues i~ Mebraska. We
might glimpse Gzten again in Dr.
Scott Shipman's (91} willingness
1o speak an uncomfortable truth
1o today's medical establishment.
He published a 2011 study that
snowed a disinclination among pe-
diatricizns and family physicizns to
work in the poor and rural areas
where they're nesded most {see

am and most white patients in

ld have easily adopte

nis life, geT a dog

c ".Ht;,:;&l’lf,:'l:‘

his aiing grandfather tc aoooint-
ments with him,"“VWe'd drive an
hour to see him." Garcner said.
“It didn't matter that other clinics
were much closer My grandfather
was very fond of Dr. Gaich”

When BJHCHS added a new
facility in Hardeewilie, S.C., shordy
after Gazch's death in 198G,
Gardrer said nc one had 1o thnk
for very long what to name the
new chnc. The program from the
Donald E. Gatch Medical Cen-
ter's dedication read in part that
Gatch "asked only that we who
complain amidst our abuncance
awaken our minds to the sufferrg
arcund us. He showed us the path
of service to our fellow man.”

Despite the hatrec some
whites nad expressed just &
decade earlier, Gardner said
the medical centar's name was
warmiy recewed, "Pecple recog-
nized he was tellng the truth.The
community was embarrassed by
it then." Some people lashed out
But times change. Pecple charge.
Evan hippos move.

lennie Kifty was inmally reluc-
tant to speak on the record for
this article.”"What if Lhose people
[who had threatened to kili Dr.
Gatch] read this? My granckids
said.'Oh. Grandma, they're al
dead and goneYeah, but they
have kids, dont they! What about
them? And my grandkids say, They
con't know anything about this.
Ard besides. they don't think that
way anymore.

“So | thought about it and | said
I do it. 11l do 1t for Dr. Donald E.
Gatch!’

Dr. Donald E. Gatch: certified
mouth runner. Professional world
changer: Licensed pusher of im-
movable hippos.

“The people who ostracized
Dr. Gatch before,” Gardner saic,
“would be ashamed tocay”

But that sense of shame isn't
1ne anly thing to charge in Beau-

fort County. Gardnier zad."Bez.-
fort County is now one of the
rezlthies: i1 South Cargling” He
calmly listec the same factors 1722
(Gaich had shouted out 4€ vez
sarler The fe-saving imoac o

better sephic systems and clez-z-
water. The deaths avoided throoz

| used to think
truth was like ¢
flash of lightning. .
Truth is like ¢
hippopotamvs.
You've got to keer
prodding it, or =
won't move.

safer obstetries. The acges: - =
fordable and reliable chidcz=

Gone today are the ouzcos
prvies. The dirty welis. Tre 572
births over spread cut ngw:-
papers. Daufuskie lsland. &
Gaich nad watched 2 »=
die of magszots, i knows
not for its ~eaith concerrs
for its white beaches ard g0 -
And the county’s infant z-
ty rate, Gardner zaud in he
matterof-fact voice, has &
oy mores than two-thirds since
the early 1570s.

These are truths worh
shouting, I

o o]

B4 Find old news footage
of Dr. Gatch treating a mal-
nourished toddler at archways.
nebrwesleyan.edu.
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