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Source

Estimated 

Remaining 

Life of 

Landfill

6 yrs

https://des.sc.gov/sites/des/files/Documents/BLWM/Recycling/OR-2660.pdf


Over 197,000 lbs of litter removed from roads in 

Beaufort county as of May 2025. Source: Solid 

Waste and Recycling Board meeting 5-22-25Source

Source

Source

https://beaufortcountysc.new.swagit.com/videos/343802
https://www.islandpacket.com/news/local/news-columns-blogs/untamed-lowcountry/article250465186.html
https://www.islandpacket.com/news/local/article247286479.htmld


Source

Source

Source

Microplastics 

are found in 

1,600 species, 

including 1,300 

ocean dwellers. 
Source.

Source

.

https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1266&context=jscas
https://repository.library.cofc.edu/items/9677ba1f-c49a-4a46-9a2b-c51ab0b9c7b3
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0025326X25007544?via%3Dihub
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abh0945
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969723036227


Source. Source.

Toxicity

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/envhealth.3c00052
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10311-023-01593-3




Regulatory Preferences

A multi-disciplinary working group developed and deployed surveys

January 13, 2025 - April 3, 2025

Two Survey Types

Media & Business Outreach 
Campaign



138 Business Responses
6,062 Resident Responses
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“All plastic needs to 

be tapered down 

and eventually 

eliminated as waste. 

There are 

alternative... 

products that can 

adequately be 

used.” – Resident 

Participant

25%

15% 15%

25% 26%

68%

77% 77%

56%
62%
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“I live on the may river 

and am appalled to 

see plastic and 

styrofoam in our river 

and marshes.  There 

are too many other 

options....change can 

be painful, but is 

necessary.” – Bluffton 

Resident Participant

68%

77%76%

52%
58%

25%

15% 14%

27% 30%
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s “The fact that 

aggressive 

recycling and bans 

on plastic and 

Styrofoam is not in 

place is appalling. 

We can do better!” 

– Business 

Participant

64% 64%65%

54% 54%

27%
22% 24%

36% 35%
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“Styrofoam should 

be outlawed.  

Plastic straws 

should be 

outlawed.” 

– Bluffton Business 

Participant

28%

21%
24%

31% 31%

65%
69% 69%

59% 55%
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30%

22% 20%

53%

43%
39%

59% 61%

22%

39%



0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

Plastic Bags Styrofoam Containers Styrofoam Cups Plastic Utensils Plastic Straws

None of These By Request Only Customer Fee Ban

#
 o

f 
R

e
sp

o
n

se
s

31%

23% 21%

56%
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What’s managed where in Charleston Area

Source.

https://www.postandcourier.com/rising-waters/extra-thick-plastic-bag-ban-charleston-microplastics-environment/article_7f89d7ec-242c-11ef-99ef-eb31f40d66dd.html




Red Bank, NJ (2024) Source.

https://cleanwater.org/sites/default/files/2025-04/CS_STS_Red_Bank_03.06.25a.pdf


By Request Only 

Eliminate & Replace 



Finish Analysis

Bring back final results

Develop amendment 
language. 

Create Implementation 
Plan

Update Municipalities



Slide 2: https://des.sc.gov/sites/des/files/Documents/BLWM/Recycling/OR-2660.pdf

Slide 3: https://beaufortcountysc.new.swagit.com/videos/343802
https://www.islandpacket.com/news/local/news-columns-blogs/untamed-lowcountry/article250465186.html
https://www.islandpacket.com/news/local/article247286479.htmld

Slide 4: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1266&context=jscas
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969723036227
https://repository.library.cofc.edu/items/9677ba1f-c49a-4a46-9a2b-c51ab0b9c7b3
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0025326X25007544?via%3Dihub

Slide 5: https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/envhealth.3c00052
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10311-023-01593-3
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2309822

Slide 17: https://www.postandcourier.com/rising-waters/extra-thick-plastic-bag-ban-charleston-microplastics-environment/article_7f89d7ec-242c-11ef-99ef-eb31f40d66dd.html

Slide 18: https://www.bioleaderpack.com/eco-tableware-vs-traditional-plastic-a-true-cost-analysis-for-2025/

Slide 19: https://cleanwater.org/sites/default/files/2025-04/CS_STS_Red_Bank_03.06.25a.pdf

Beaufort County Single Use Plastics Survey 
Results – Final Report (April 2025): 

http://bit.ly/48S2ACq

https://des.sc.gov/sites/des/files/Documents/BLWM/Recycling/OR-2660.pdf
https://beaufortcountysc.new.swagit.com/videos/343802
https://www.islandpacket.com/news/local/news-columns-blogs/untamed-lowcountry/article250465186.html
https://www.islandpacket.com/news/local/article247286479.htmld
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1266&context=jscas
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969723036227
https://repository.library.cofc.edu/items/9677ba1f-c49a-4a46-9a2b-c51ab0b9c7b3
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0025326X25007544?via%3Dihub
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/envhealth.3c00052
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10311-023-01593-3
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2309822
https://www.postandcourier.com/rising-waters/extra-thick-plastic-bag-ban-charleston-microplastics-environment/article_7f89d7ec-242c-11ef-99ef-eb31f40d66dd.html
https://www.bioleaderpack.com/eco-tableware-vs-traditional-plastic-a-true-cost-analysis-for-2025/
https://cleanwater.org/sites/default/files/2025-04/CS_STS_Red_Bank_03.06.25a.pdf
http://bit.ly/48S2ACq



