
 

 

ACCOMMODATIONS TAX ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
STAFF REPORT 
Department of Finance & Administration             
 

 
 MEETING DATE: August 18, 2026 

SUBJECT:  Society of Bluffton Artists: Getting the Word Out Phase 3 
 PROJECT MANAGER: Jeremy Bullock, Grants Administrator 
   

Summarized below is the application from the Society of Bluffton Artists (SOBA) for 
Accommodations Tax grant dollars in support of advertising and promotion for the organization’s 
Fiscal Year 2027 expenses from September 1, 2026 – August 31, 2027. 

Budget numbers provided herein are based on information conveyed on the required Line-Item 
Budget Form within the applicant’s submission. 
 

Total Budget:              $35,000 
Requested Amount:    $35,000 
Percentage of Request^:   100% 
^Includes up to 100% for Advertising & Promotion plus up to 50% of remaining expenses 
 

Eligible Tourism-Related Expense Categories  
(per SC Code of Laws) 

Total Budget for 
Category, per 
budget form 

 

Advertising & Promotion of Tourism or Arts and Cultural Events $35,000  
 

Facilities for Civic and Cultural Events -  

Public Facilities -  

Municipality and County Services - * 

Tourist Transportation - * 

Other/Ineligible Project Expenses 170,175  

Total $205,175   

*Reimbursement will be based on the estimated percentage of tourists provided for 
 

Budgeted Expenses Summary: 
 
Advertising & Promotion:   
Total Budget: $35,000 

 Includes print and digital advertising as well as social media ads, eblasts, mailers, flyers 
and posters 

 
Other/Ineligible Project Expenses: 
Total Budget: $170,175 

 Includes rent, operating expenses, utilities, professional fees, supplies, insurance, and 
maintenance 
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Comments 

$35,000 9 4 5 4 8 30 
 

 
Advertising: This request is 100% related to advertising and promotion. Most of the 
advertising will be done in local publications/media (Local Life, Bluffton/HH Sun, Explore Bluffton, 
Pink Magazine, Island Events, Bluffton Guide, LowCountry Weekly), digitally (visitbluffton.org, 
Facebook, Instagram, YELP, YouTube, TripAdvisor, Google My Business) and through the 
hanging of posters locally and distribution of flyers. 
 
Tourism Draw %:  Approximately 67% of gallery visitors are from out of the area for the most 
recently completed calendar year of 2025. 
 
Benefit to Tourism:  SOBA has been a Bluffton presence for 30 years, and in that time has 
sponsored or participated in local festivals, art walks and events that Old Town Bluffton Merchants 
Society schedules.  
 
Self-Sufficiency % (Financial Need):  The request is approximately 17.1% of SOBA’s projected 
total FY2027 budget of $205,175. Other sources of income include sponsorships, donations, 
membership fees, judged show entry fees, merchandise sales, the art school and rental income. 
 
 

Previous Funding Amounts 

Fiscal 
Year 

Requested 
Amount 

% of 
Budget 

Advisory 
Committee 

Recommendation 

Town 
Council 

Approved 
Expended Comments 

2026 $40,000 17.6% $40,000 $40,000 $22,188.99 
Expenses September to 

April to date 

2025 $27,000 11.5% $27,000 $27,000 $23,320.88 Final Report Submitted 

2024 $20,000 8% $20,000 $20,000 $18,740.81 Final Report Submitted 

2023 $15,000 50% $15,000 $15,000 $14,402.49  

 
 
Accommodations Tax Committee Recommendations and Comments: 
 
 
The Committee recommends funding $35,000 for their FY2027 marketing expenses. 
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Bullock,  Jeremy

From: noreply@civicplus.com
Sent: Sunday, June 21, 2026 7:28 PM
To: ATax Communications
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Accommodations Tax Grant Application

WARNING!  

This email originated from outside of the Town of Bluffton's email system. DO NOT click any links or open any 

attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

 

Accommodations Tax Grant Application 
 

  

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION 

 
 

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX 
GRANT APPLICATION 

Accommodations Tax 
Grant Application 
Instructions 

Accommodations Tax Grant Application Instructions  

Accommodations Tax 
Grant Application 
Instructions 

I have read and acknowledged the Town of Bluffton, SC 

Accommodations Tax Grant Application Instructions. 

(Section Break) 

Application Date 6/22/2026  

Project Name Getting The Word Out - Part 3 

Project/Event Location Society of Bluffton Artists 

Is this a new project or 
event? 

No 

Project/Event Start 
Date: 

9/1/2026  

Project/Event End Date 8/31/2027  

Multi-Year 
Project/Event? 

No 
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Total Project Costs 35000 

Total ATAX Funds 
Requested 

35000 

Percent of Total Budget 1000 

Date the funds are 
needed: 

9/1/2026  

Full Legal Organization 
Name 

Society of Bluffton Artists, Inc 

Address PO Box 1972 

Street Address Line 2 Field not completed. 

City Bluffton 

State South Carolina 

Zip Code 29910 

Applicant must be 
designated as a non-
profit entity to receive 
ATAX funds. Is your 
entity a non-profit 
organization? 

Yes 

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION 

Organization Primary Point of Contact 

First Name Karen  

Last Name Richards 

Title President 

Phone Number 845-304-4800 

E-mail Address karenrichardsart@gmail.com 

(Section Break) 

Organization Secondary Point of Contact 

First Name Joy  
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Last Name Walker 

Title Treasurer 

Phone Number Field not completed. 

E-mail Address joywalkr@yahoo.com  

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION 

Project Description:  SOBA will continue to market and advertise for the purpose of 

promoting tourism in Bluffton Township. We are looking to 

reach out to local and regional communities to highlight the art 

and cultural profile of Old Town Bluffton. 

List any required 
permits, if applicable. If 
none, type “N/A": 

n/a 

Describe all planned 
advertising and 
marketing for this 
project/event: 

SOBA will continue to advertise with local magazines and 

newspapers. As new publications are identified in the region, 

we will use them as new vehicles to meet our mission. 

Please list all media 
outlets you intend to 
utilize for your 
project/event (i.e. 
names of magazines, TV 
and radio stations, etc.): 

Local life, Bluffton Sun, Hilton Head Sun, Pink, Island Events, 

Vacation Planner, Low Country Weekly, Facebook, Instagram, 

and social media. 

 
 
All advertising/marketing paid for with Town of Bluffton Accommodations Tax 
dollars must incorporate the branding shown here: Town of Bluffton Brand 
Standards. The use of the Town’s logo must meet the design standards 
outlined at the aforementioned link and be approved by the Town. Designs 
may be submitted electronically using this link. Please allow five (5) business 
days for approval.  

Impact on or Benefit to 
Tourism: 

Our data shows that nearly 67% of our visitors indicate that 

they are from outside of the Bluffton Township, SPBA will 

continue to be an integral part to promoting new tourists and 

promote the Arts and Cultural reputation of Old Town Bluffton. 
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“Tourist” means a person who does not reside within the corporate limits of 
the Town or within a Town zip code that takes a trip into the corporate limits 
of the Town for any purpose, except daily commuting to and from work. 

“Travel” and “Tourism” mean the action and activities of people taking trips 
outside their home communities for any purpose, except daily commuting to 
and from work. 

Additional Comments: Field not completed. 

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION  

 
 
To download the Town’s required Line-Item Budget Form, click here:  

https://www.townofbluffton.sc.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4295/ATAX-
Grant-Application-Line-Item-Budget-Form 

Download and save the form and hit "Back" in your web browser to 
return to the application. Once the form is completed, attach it on the 
following line. 

Town’s required Line-
Item Budget Form: 

ATAX Budget form.pdf  

Most Recent Fiscal Year 
Balance Sheet and 
Profit and Loss 
Accounting Statement 

Financials for 25and 26.pdf  

Financial Guarantee June Board meeting.pdf  

 
 
Applicant must provide a copy of official minutes wherein the sponsoring 
organization approves the project and commits the organization to financial 
responsibility for carrying it out to the stage of completion.  

Please attach Budget 
vs. Actual statements 
for prior two years 
events. 

BudgetvsActuals2324.pdf  
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Please attach Budget 
vs. Actual statements 
for prior two years 
events. 

BudgetvsActuals2425.pdf  

(Section Break) 

Have you requested, 
received, or been 
awarded ATAX funding 
from other state or local 
entities for this 
project/event? 

No 

Have you received or 
been awarded ATAX 
funding from other state 
or local entities for any 
other project/event? 

No 

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION 

PRIOR RECIPIENT'S REPORT 
 
If your organization has received ATAX funding from the Town of Bluffton 
in previous years, you must complete the below information.  

If you have not received ATAX funding from the Town of Bluffton, please 
answer "No" and skip this section, and sign and submit your application. 

Has your organization 
previously received 
ATAX funds from the 
Town of Bluffton? 

Yes 

Project/Event Name Getting The Word Out Part 2 

Year Awarded 2025 

Amount Awarded 40000 

Was a final report 
submitted? 

No 

If no please explain why 
and indicate when the 
final report will be 
submitted. 

 

SOBA's fiscal year begins September 1st ,2025 and ends 

August 31st, 2026.  

The final report will be available in September 2026. 
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What was the event's 
total attendance 

n/a 

What was the total 
number of tourists? 

n/a 

What was the 
percentage of tourists? 

n/a 

(Section Break) 

Please attach a copy of 
your organization's IRS 
Designation Letter 
showing your non-profit 
status . 

SOBA charitable organization.pdf  

Please upload a copy of 
your current Town of 
Bluffton Business 
License, which is 
required of all 
applicants. 

SOBA Business licence.pdf  

Additional Application 
Documents 

Field not completed. 

Additional Application 
Documents 

Field not completed. 

Additional Application 
Documents 

Field not completed. 

Additional Application 
Documents 

Field not completed. 

Additional Comments Field not completed. 

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ACCOMMODATIONS TAX GRANT APPLICATION 

 
 
All applicants will be required to come before the Accommodations Tax 
Advisory Committee (ATAC) and answer any and all questions when 
scheduled to do so. 
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Any organization awarded funds for advertising/marketing must incorporate 
the Bluffton Heart of the Lowcountry brand logo in all promotional materials 
and advertising. 

The South Carolina Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) defines a “public 
body” as any organization or corporation supported in whole or in part by 
public funds or expending public funds. If awarded, your organization's 
acceptance of public funds from the Town of Bluffton may cause your 
organization to come within the meaning of “public body” as defined by the 
Freedom of Information Act. S.C. Code Ann. §30-4-10, et seq. (Supp. 2002). 
Accordingly, this is to advise that by accepting public funds, your 
organization may be subject to the South Carolina Freedom of Information 
Act. 

By submitting this application, the organization certifies that it has read and 
understands the paragraphs above. The organization additionally certifies 
that it does not discriminate in any manner on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, sex, disability, religion, or language and that all funds 
that may be received by the applicant organization from the Town of Bluffton, 
South Carolina will be solely used for the purposes set forth in this 
application and will comply with all laws and statutes, including the South 
Carolina Code of Laws regarding Allocations of Accommodations Tax 
Revenues. 

 
 
By typing your name below, you are signing this application electronically. 
You agree that your electronic signature is the legal equivalent of your 
manual signature on this application.  

Signature Karen Richards 

Signatory's Title or 
Position 

President of Society of Bluffton Artists 

 

  

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.  
 

   

To help 
protect your 
privacy, 
Micro so ft 
Office 
prevented 
auto matic  
download of 
this pictu re  
from the  
In ternet. 
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State of South Carolina
Office of the Secretary of State
The Honorable Mark Hammond

South Carolina Secretary of State, Division of Public Charities
1205 Pendleton Street, Suite 525, Columbia, SC 29201

Phone (803) 734-1790 Fax (803) 734-1604 Email: charities@sos.sc.gov www.sos.sc.gov

Feb 19, 2026

Society of Bluffton Artists
Karen A Richards
PO BOX 1972
BLUFFTON, SC 29910-1972

RE: Registration Confirmation Charity Public ID: P10294

Dear Karen A Richards :

This letter confirms that the Secretary of State's Office has received and accepted your Registration, therefore, your
charitable organization is in compliance with the registration requirement of the “South Carolina Solicitation of
Charitable Funds Act.” The registration of your charitable organization will expire on Jan 15, 2027.

If any of the information on your Registration form changes throughout the course of the year, please contact our
office to make updates. It is important that this information remain updated so that our office can keep you informed
of any changes that may affect your charitable organization.

If you have not yet filed your annual financial report or an extension for the annual financial report, the annual
financial report is still due 4 ½ months after the close of your fiscal year.

• Annual financial reports must either be submitted on the Internal Revenue Service Form 990 or 990-EZ
or the Secretary of State's Annual Financial Report Form.

• If you wish to extend the filing of that form with us, please submit a written request by email or fax to
our office using the contact information below. Failure to submit the annual financial report may result in
an administrative fine of up to $2,000.00.

If you have any questions or concerns, please visit our website at www.sos.sc.gov or contact our office using the
contact information below.

Sincerely,

Kimberly S. Wickersham
Director, Division of Public Charities
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Budget vs. Actuals_Budget_FY25_P&L__Report
September 1, 2023-August 31, 2024

Cash Basis  Sunday, June 21, 2026 12:38 PM GMTZ   1/2

SEP 2023 - AUG 2024 TOTAL

ACTUAL BUDGET OVER 
BUDGET BY

PERCENT OF 
BUDGET

ACTUAL BUDGET OVER 
BUDGET BY

PERCENT OF 
BUDGET

Income
Art Sales - Main Gallery 139,052.87 139,052.87 139,052.87 139,052.87
Art Sales - Satellite Galleries 800.00 800.00 800.00 800.00
Art Sales - Student 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00
Art School Income 53,749.00 53,749.00 53,749.00 53,749.00
Art School Rent Income 850.00 850.00 850.00 850.00
Bluffton A-Tax 21,374.28 21,374.28 21,374.28 21,374.28
Donations - unrestricted funds 20,022.00 20,022.00 20,022.00 20,022.00
Fund Raiser - Pearl Gala 600.00 600.00 600.00 600.00
Fund Raiser - SCAD Tour 8,470.00 8,470.00 8,470.00 8,470.00
Holiday Boutique 6,865.00 6,865.00 6,865.00 6,865.00
Interest income 2,206.86 2,206.86 2,206.86 2,206.86
Judged Show Entry Fees 6,750.00 6,750.00 6,750.00 6,750.00
Membership Dues 25,624.00 25,624.00 25,624.00 25,624.00
Other Income 240.53 240.53 240.53 240.53

Total for Income 287,604.54 287,604.54 $287,604.54 $287,604.54

Cost of Goods Sold
Art Class Expense 1,334.55 1,334.55 $1,334.55 $1,334.55
Art Teacher expense 34,269.69 34,269.69 34,269.69 34,269.69

Total for Art Class Expense 35,604.24 35,604.24 $35,604.24 $35,604.24

Artist Commissions 95,257.37 95,257.37 95,257.37 95,257.37
Artist Commissions - Student 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00

Total for Cost of Goods Sold 131,861.61 131,861.61 $131,861.61 $131,861.61

Gross Profit 155,742.93 155,742.93 $155,742.93 $155,742.93

Expenses
30th Anniversary Expenses 929.23 929.23 929.23 929.23
Accounting & Professional Fees 7,832.72 7,832.72 7,832.72 7,832.72
Advertising & Marketing 25,843.04 25,843.04 25,843.04 25,843.04
Bank charge -3.90 -3.90 -3.90 -3.90
Board/Volunteer Development 501.33 501.33 501.33 501.33
CC, Disc, & Paypal Charges 324.85 324.85 324.85 324.85
Community Events 117.71 117.71 117.71 117.71
Dues & subscriptions 330.99 330.99 330.99 330.99
Facilities & Equipment 1,218.24 1,218.24 1,218.24 1,218.24
Fund Raiser Expense - Pearl Gala 
(deleted)

7,468.34 7,468.34 7,468.34 7,468.34

Insurance 1,372.00 1,372.00 1,372.00 1,372.00
Interest 3.24 3.24 3.24 3.24
Janitorial Services 805.00 805.00 805.00 805.00
Judged Show expenses 419.71 419.71 $419.71 $419.71
Judged show - 
Advertising/Promotion

550.00 550.00 550.00 550.00

Judged show awards 4,600.00 4,600.00 4,600.00 4,600.00
Total for Judged Show expenses 5,569.71 5,569.71 $5,569.71 $5,569.71

Landscaping Expense 2,640.36 2,640.36 2,640.36 2,640.36
Porch & Lawn Events (deleted) 234.71 234.71 234.71 234.71
Postage 405.10 405.10 405.10 405.10
Printing & Signage 222.72 222.72 222.72 222.72
Rent - Main Gallery 43,098.00 43,098.00 43,098.00 43,098.00
Repair & Maintenance 4,059.16 4,059.16 4,059.16 4,059.16
Scholarships Paid 3,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00
Square Fees 6,730.42 6,730.42 6,730.42 6,730.42
Supplies, Office & Operating 4,499.85 4,499.85 4,499.85 4,499.85
Taxes & Licenses 51.85 51.85 51.85 51.85
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Budget vs. Actuals_Budget_FY25_P&L__Report
September 1, 2023-August 31, 2024

Cash Basis  Sunday, June 21, 2026 12:38 PM GMTZ   2/2

SEP 2023 - AUG 2024 TOTAL

ACTUAL BUDGET OVER 
BUDGET BY

PERCENT OF 
BUDGET

ACTUAL BUDGET OVER 
BUDGET BY

PERCENT OF 
BUDGET

Telephone / Internet 2,003.64 2,003.64 2,003.64 2,003.64
Utilities - Electric 3,055.65 3,055.65 3,055.65 3,055.65
Utilities - Water 574.98 574.98 574.98 574.98

Total for Expenses 122,888.94 122,888.94 $122,888.94 $122,888.94

Net Operating Income 32,853.99 32,853.99 $32,853.99 $32,853.99

Other Income
Other Expenses
Net Other Income

Net Income 32,853.99 32,853.99 $32,853.99 $32,853.99
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Budget vs. Actuals_Budget_FY25_P&L__Report
September 1, 2024-August 31, 2025

Cash Basis  Sunday, June 21, 2026 12:37 PM GMTZ   1/2

SEP 2024 - AUG 2025 TOTAL

ACTUAL BUDGET OVER 
BUDGET BY

PERCENT OF 
BUDGET

ACTUAL BUDGET OVER 
BUDGET BY

PERCENT OF 
BUDGET

Income
Art Sales - Main Gallery 115,341.20 146,852.00 -31,510.80 78.54 % 115,341.20 146,852.00 -31,510.80 78.54 %
Art Sales - Satellite Galleries 975.00 1,500.00 -525.00 65.0 % 975.00 1,500.00 -525.00 65.0 %
Art Sales - Student 1,005.00 1,000.00 5.00 100.5 % 1,005.00 1,000.00 5.00 100.5 %
Art School Income 33,415.10 56,350.00 -22,934.90 59.3 % 33,415.10 56,350.00 -22,934.90 59.3 %
Art School Rent Income 1,205.00 1,000.00 205.00 120.5 % 1,205.00 1,000.00 205.00 120.5 %
Bluffton A-Tax 30,955.16 32,800.00 -1,844.84 94.38 % 30,955.16 32,800.00 -1,844.84 94.38 %
Donations McCracken Scholarship Fund - 
restricted

2,000.00 5,000.00 -3,000.00 40.0 % 2,000.00 5,000.00 -3,000.00 40.0 %

Donations - unrestricted funds 1,680.06 2,500.00 -819.94 67.2 % 1,680.06 2,500.00 -819.94 67.2 %
Fundraiser - Art Re-Market 3,030.50 3,030.50 3,030.50 3,030.50
Fund Raiser - SCAD Tour 495.00 500.00 -5.00 99.0 % 495.00 500.00 -5.00 99.0 %
Holiday Boutique 9,250.00 7,200.00 2,050.00 128.47 % 9,250.00 7,200.00 2,050.00 128.47 %
Interest income 6,415.11 2,206.86 4,208.25 290.69 % 6,415.11 2,206.86 4,208.25 290.69 %
Judged Show Entry Fees 3,350.00 3,600.00 -250.00 93.06 % 3,350.00 3,600.00 -250.00 93.06 %
Judged Show Sponsorship 1,100.00 3,500.00 -2,400.00 31.43 % 1,100.00 3,500.00 -2,400.00 31.43 %
Membership Dues 25,950.00 25,624.00 326.00 101.27 % 25,950.00 25,624.00 326.00 101.27 %
Other Income -401.96 240.53 -642.49 -167.11 % -401.96 240.53 -642.49 -167.11 %
SOBA BYOB BBQ 1,620.00 -5,000.00 6,620.00 -32.4 % 1,620.00 -5,000.00 6,620.00 -32.4 %
Fundraiser - SOBA BYOB BBQ (deleted) 10,000.00 -10,000.00 0.0 % 10,000.00 -10,000.00 0.0 %

Total for Income 237,385.17 294,873.39 -57,488.22 80.5 % $237,385.17 $294,873.39 -$57,488.22 80.5 %

Cost of Goods Sold
Art Class Expense 767.00 1,334.55 -567.55 57.47 % $767.00 $1,334.55 -$567.55 57.47 %
Art Teacher expense 22,870.86 35,960.34 -13,089.48 63.6 % 22,870.86 35,960.34 -13,089.48 63.6 %

Total for Art Class Expense 23,637.86 37,294.89 -13,657.03 63.38 % $23,637.86 $37,294.89 -$13,657.03 63.38 %

Artist Commissions 81,208.50 96,428.80 -15,220.30 84.22 % 81,208.50 96,428.80 -15,220.30 84.22 %
Artist Commissions - Student 870.00 1,000.00 -130.00 87.0 % 870.00 1,000.00 -130.00 87.0 %

Total for Cost of Goods Sold 105,716.36 134,723.69 -29,007.33 78.47 % $105,716.36 $134,723.69 -$29,007.33 78.47 %

Gross Profit 131,668.81 160,149.70 -28,480.89 82.22 % $131,668.81 $160,149.70 -$28,480.89 82.22 %

Expenses
30th Anniversary Expenses 17.73 160.00 -142.27 11.08 % 17.73 160.00 -142.27 11.08 %
Accounting & Professional Fees 7,418.52 7,832.72 -414.20 94.71 % 7,418.52 7,832.72 -414.20 94.71 %
Advertising & Marketing 35,268.71 35,800.00 -531.29 98.52 % 35,268.71 35,800.00 -531.29 98.52 %
Bank charge 2,710.10 6.00 2,704.10 45168.33 % 2,710.10 6.00 2,704.10 45168.33 %
Board/Volunteer Development 520.50 600.00 -79.50 86.75 % 520.50 600.00 -79.50 86.75 %
CC, Disc, & Paypal Charges 417.06 324.85 92.21 128.39 % 417.06 324.85 92.21 128.39 %
Charitable Contributions 103.63 103.63 103.63 103.63
Community Events 795.33 450.00 345.33 176.74 % 795.33 450.00 345.33 176.74 %
Dues & subscriptions 539.85 470.00 69.85 114.86 % 539.85 470.00 69.85 114.86 %
Featured Artist Program 400.00 450.00 -50.00 88.89 % 400.00 450.00 -50.00 88.89 %
Insurance 1,440.00 1,372.00 68.00 104.96 % 1,440.00 1,372.00 68.00 104.96 %
Interest 39.95 3.24 36.71 1233.02 % 39.95 3.24 36.71 1233.02 %
Janitorial Services 1,440.00 960.00 480.00 150.0 % 1,440.00 960.00 480.00 150.0 %
Judged Show expenses 248.59 419.71 -171.12 59.23 % $248.59 $419.71 -$171.12 59.23 %
Judged show - Advertising/Promotion 678.08 650.00 28.08 104.32 % 678.08 650.00 28.08 104.32 %
Judged show awards 3,850.00 4,100.00 -250.00 93.9 % 3,850.00 4,100.00 -250.00 93.9 %
Judged Show Honorarium 250.00 500.00 -250.00 50.0 % 250.00 500.00 -250.00 50.0 %

Total for Judged Show expenses 5,026.67 5,669.71 -643.04 88.66 % $5,026.67 $5,669.71 -$643.04 88.66 %

Landscaping Expense 2,429.92 2,400.00 29.92 101.25 % 2,429.92 2,400.00 29.92 101.25 %
Postage 278.34 405.10 -126.76 68.71 % 278.34 405.10 -126.76 68.71 %
Printing & Signage 112.13 222.72 -110.59 50.35 % 112.13 222.72 -110.59 50.35 %
Rent - Art School 21,502.00 20,220.00 1,282.00 106.34 % 21,502.00 20,220.00 1,282.00 106.34 %
Rent - Main Gallery 23,325.00 23,400.00 -75.00 99.68 % 23,325.00 23,400.00 -75.00 99.68 %
Repair & Maintenance 248.62 4,059.16 -3,810.54 6.12 % 248.62 4,059.16 -3,810.54 6.12 %
Scholarship Program 19.95 19.95 19.95 19.95
Scholarships Paid 6,000.00 4,500.00 1,500.00 133.33 % 6,000.00 4,500.00 1,500.00 133.33 %
SOBA BBQ expense 1,205.74 5,000.00 -3,794.26 24.11 % 1,205.74 5,000.00 -3,794.26 24.11 %
Square Fees 5,555.91 7,145.82 -1,589.91 77.75 % 5,555.91 7,145.82 -1,589.91 77.75 %
Supplies, Office & Operating 3,744.72 4,200.00 -455.28 89.16 % 3,744.72 4,200.00 -455.28 89.16 %
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Budget vs. Actuals_Budget_FY25_P&L__Report
September 1, 2024-August 31, 2025

Cash Basis  Sunday, June 21, 2026 12:37 PM GMTZ   2/2

SEP 2024 - AUG 2025 TOTAL

ACTUAL BUDGET OVER 
BUDGET BY

PERCENT OF 
BUDGET

ACTUAL BUDGET OVER 
BUDGET BY

PERCENT OF 
BUDGET

Telephone / Internet 2,023.88 2,003.64 20.24 101.01 % 2,023.88 2,003.64 20.24 101.01 %
Unapplied Cash Bill Payment Expense 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Utilities - Electric 3,790.96 3,055.65 735.31 124.06 % 3,790.96 3,055.65 735.31 124.06 %
Utilities - Water 694.74 574.98 119.76 120.83 % 694.74 574.98 119.76 120.83 %
Facilities & Equipment 1,218.24 -1,218.24 0.0 % 1,218.24 -1,218.24 0.0 %
Gift Certificate - Gallery 150.00 -150.00 0.0 % 150.00 -150.00 0.0 %
Taxes & Licenses 51.85 -51.85 0.0 % 51.85 -51.85 0.0 %

Total for Expenses 127,069.96 132,705.68 -5,635.72 95.75 % $127,069.96 $132,705.68 -$5,635.72 95.75 %

Net Operating Income 4,598.85 27,444.02 -22,845.17 16.76 % $4,598.85 $27,444.02 -$22,845.17 16.76 %

Other Income
Donations - Restricted 2,000.00 -2,000.00 0.0 % 2,000.00 -2,000.00 0.0 %

Total for Other Income 2,000.00 -2,000.00 0.0 % $2,000.00 -$2,000.00 0.0 %

Other Expenses
Net Other Income 2,000.00 -2,000.00 0.0 % $2,000.00 -$2,000.00 0.0 %

Net Income 4,598.85 29,444.02 -24,845.17 15.62 % $4,598.85 $29,444.02 -$24,845.17 15.62 %

ATTACHMENT 5



Entity: Society of Bluffton Artists Project: FY Marketing Expenses Project Type: Advertising
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Points    Possible Points    AwardedScoring Category

40% - 59% of budget from ATAX request

Larger regional publications and electronic marketing within 100 miles (ex. Charleston or Savannah news outlets)

Newspapers/periodicals/electronic marketing to large, metropolitan areas outside of 100 miles away (ex. Atlanta, Charlotte, 

Washington, D.C., Chicago)

Nationally distributed newspapers/periodicals/electronic marketing (ex. USA Today, NY Times, Southern Living Magazine)

MISCELLANEOUS

SELF SUFFIECIENCY

BENEFIT TO TOURISM (LOCAL ECONOMY)

TOURISM DRAW

BLUFFTON EVENT

FESTIVAL/EVENT

Higher point value given based on anticipated ratio of tourists to locals

Group Average Point Total (out of a possible 40 points)

Group Average Percentage

Only use if applicant does not qualify as a festival/event

1% - 19% of budget from ATAX request

20% - 39% of budget from ATAX request

Length of event/festival should be considered.  Is it an all-day event versus a two-hour event? Multi-day event?

60% - 79% of budget from ATAX request

80% - 99% of budget from ATAX request

100% of budget from ATAX request

Higher point value given to events that encourage overnight stays and/or have local business participation

81% - 100% of attendees are tourists based on historical or projected info

61% - 80% of attendees are tourists based on historical or projected info

41% - 60% of attendees are tourists based on historical or projected info

21% - 40% of attendees are tourists based on historical or projected info

1% - 20% of attendees are tourists based on historical or projected info

0% of attendees are tourists based on historical or projected information

Higher point value given to events held within the town limits of Bluffton and/or spanning multiple locations

Higher point value given to requests for festivals or events

August 18, 2026 

TOURIST FACILITIES

61% - 80% of funds go toward advertising

41% - 60% of funds go toward advertising

21% - 40% of funds go toward advertising

1% - 20% of funds go toward advertising

0% of funds go toward advertising

81% - 100% of funds go toward advertising

Part 2: Ten (10) points possible. Based on where the advertising is placed.

None of the funds go toward advertising

Local newspapers/periodicals and electronic advertising (ex. Island Packet, The Bluffton Sun)

Local guides/periodicals specifically geared toward tourists with a shelf life of more than 30 days

Part 1: Five (5) points possible. Based on how much of the requested funds go toward advertising. 

TOWN OF BLUFFTON ATAX GRANT APPLICATION SCORING SHEET

ADVERTISING

0
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