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Drivers grasping
for 5 playoff spots
at New Hampshire

BY HOLLY CAIN
NASCAR NewsWire, Special to
Field Level Media

While drivers may not
openly admit to any uptick
in NASCAR Cup Series
competitive intensity, with
only seven races remaining
to set the 16-driver 2023
playoff field, each up-
coming summer race at
this point represents a
crucial marker in the sea-
son.

With his season-best -
and single-season career-
high - fourth victory last
week, Hendrick Motor-
sports’ William Byron
leads the NASCAR Cup
Series championship stand-
ings and will make his
200th career series start
Sunday with a decidedly
less pressure-filled trip to
the Northeast for the
Crayon 301 at New Hamp-
shire Motor Speedway
(2:30 p.m. ET on USA
Network, PRN and Siri-
usXM NASCAR Radio).

That breathing room is
also palpable for 11 other
race winners. But the pres-
sure is definitely there for
the other drivers still trying
to guarantee one of the five
remaining secured posi-
tions during this Playoff
push.

Kevin Harvick, a four-
time New Hampshire race
winner, is currently tops in
the points standings
among those who have not
won a race in 2023. He
holds a healthy 126-point
edge over the postseason
cutoff. The driver of the
Stewart-Haas Racing No. 4
Ford and 2014 NASCAR
Cup Series champion has
been especially strong at
the 1.058-mile oval - hoist-
ing the live lobster that

winners receive at the track
more than any other active
driver. His four-victory
total is tied for most all-
time with Jeff Burton, and
Harvick would love noth-
ing more than to top the
all-time wins chart in this,
his final season of competi-
tion.

“It’s definitely a race-
track that we’re looking
forward to going to and I
can’t wait to finally, hope-
fully, get to Victory Lane,”
said Harvick, who has had
an impressive nine top-five
finishes in the last 12 New
Hampshire races.

“My guys are doing a
great job of putting fast
cars on the racetrack,” he
continued. “And Loudon is
one of those places that
checks a lot of boxes for us
to go up there and have a
good weekend.”

On the other end of the
Playoff cutline, Trackhouse
Racing’s Daniel Suarez and
Front Row Motorsports’
Michael McDowell are 15th
and 16th in the standings,
tied in points - a slight
three-points to the good.

23XI Racing’s Bubba
Wallace trails them by
three points. Kaulig Racing
veteran A.]. Allmendinger
is 13 points back. Joe Gibbs
Racing rookie Ty Gibbs is
only 26 points back trying
to earn a Playoff position in
his first full-time NASCAR
Cup Series season and join
his three JGR teammates:
Martin Truex Jr., Denny
Hamlin and defending
New Hampshire winner
Christopher Bell, who
already have secured their
Playoff run with a win.
Gibbs won the 2019 ARCA
Menards Series West race
at “The Magic Mile,” as
New Hampshire is known.

Among drivers with a

previous New Hampshire
victory - Harvick, Brad
Keselowski (a two-time
winner in both the NAS-
CAR Cup Series and Xfin-
ity Series) and 2021 winner
Aric Almirola are still rac-
ing for their first victories
of this season.

Like Harvick, the RFK
Racing driver Keselowski
has a solid lead (plus-100
points) inside the Playoff
standings, but the Stewart-
Haas Racing driver Almiro-
la is 90 points back and
ranked 27th heading into
Sunday’s race. He will
need a win to race for the
championship.

Also in an unusually
precarious situation is
2020 series champion
Chase Elliott, who is
ranked 23rd in the stand-
ings (60 points behind the
cutoff mark) after missing
seven races - six because of
injury and the other to
serve a suspension. His
Hendrick Motorsports
teammate and perennial
Playoff competitor Alex
Bowman is similarly in
unfamiliar ground coming
into New Hampshire,
ranked 22nd (44 points
back) having missed three
races with injury. Neither
have won at New Hamp-
shire before.

Stewart-Haas Racing
driver Ryan Preece is an-
other who has had this
New Hampshire weekend
circled on his calendar.
The Connecticut native
goes into the race ranked
25th - 81 points out of
Playoff contention - and is
hoping to score a dramatic,
season-defining win for his
hometown crowd. Five
drivers have scored their
first career win at New
Hampshire, including
another Connecticut na-
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MARVIN GENTRY USA TODAY NETWORK

NASCAR Cup Series driver William Byron has won four races this season.

tive, reigning series cham-
pion Joey Logano.

“I always say it’s my
favorite race weekend of the
year,” Preece said. “I grew
up going to the track with
my father and grandfather. I
had a lot of success here in
the modifieds, and it’s just a
place I'm comfortable at.
Driving in and out of the
track each day still brings
back a lot of memories. It’s
a racer’s track, there’s really
no place like it. Someone
like me, I've had to fight to
get where [ am, and I don’t
take any of it for granted
and this is a place that
helped me achieve my
goals.”

Defending race winner
Bell must be considered a
favorite to earn back-to-
back race trophies to join
four of the sport’s greats
(Jimmie Johnson, Kurt
Busch, Matt Kenseth and
Harvick) to accomplish the
feat at New Hampshire.
Bell and Kyle Busch are the
only two drivers to have
won in every NASCAR
national series at the track.
Bell has a NASCAR Crafts-
man Truck Series win in
2017 and joins Busch as the
only drivers to win three
consecutive NASCAR
Xfinity Series races for a
grand total of five New
Hampshire victories.

Busch, a three-time 2023
race winner in the No. 8

DANIELLE PARHIZKARAN USA TODAY NETWORK
Christian Pulisic acknowledges fans after the United States’ match against Wales during the 2022 FIFA World Cup on

Nov. 21,2022, in Al Rayyan, Qatar. Pulisic has finalized a four-year contract with AC Milan, which acquired him from
Chelsea for a transfer fee of about $22 million.

American star Pulisic gets
a fresh start with AC Milan

BY STEVEN GOFF
Washington Post

Two years removed
from reaching the heights
of European soccer with
an English club, U.S. na-
tional team star Christian
Pulisic is taking his stalled
career to Italy.

On Thursday, the 24-
year-old forward finalized
a four-year contract with
AC Milan, which acquired
him from Chelsea for a
transfer fee of about
$22 million.

It’s a far cry from the
U.S.-record $73 million he
commanded in 2019,
when Chelsea lured him
from Germany’s Borussia
Dortmund.

However, it does pro-
vide a fresh start after he

fell out of favor with the
London-based Blues and
allows him to set a new
course as he and the U.S.
national team look ahead
to the 2026 World Cup,
which will be staged in the
United States, Mexico and
Canada.

“I haven’t gotten the
opportunities that I've
wanted in recent years [at
Chelsea] and haven’t
reached the level that I
want to be at,” Pulisic said
in a conference call with
reporters. “This is a great
opportunity for me to do
that. There’s positions that
are open to me to be
filled, and I want to go in
and stake my claim and
hopefully be a main part
in this team.”

Pulisic’s Chelsea tenure
began brilliantly with a

career-high 11 goals across
all competitions in 2019-
20 and, a year later, an
instrumental role in the
team winning the UEFA
Champions League, UEFA
Super Cup and FIFA Club
World Cup.

The past two seasons,
amid several coaching
changes, he grew frustrat-
ed with dwindling playing
time. In 2022-23, with
12th-place Chelsea suf-
fering its worst Premier
League campaign in 29
years, Pulisic started just
eight of the 38 matches,
entered as a sub 16 times
and scored once. He also
played a bit part in the
Champions League.

“I know it’s the right
time in my career” to
change clubs, he said. “T
had some great memories

at Chelsea, ones I would
take with me for the rest
of my life. But now I'm
really excited to create
new ones.”

AC Milan is one of the
biggest names in Italian
soccer, having won the
most recent of its 19 Serie
A titles in 2021-22. It’s
also a seven-time Euro-
pean champion; this past
season, it reached the
Champions League semi-
finals.

“It just all became very
clear in the recent weeks
this was the spot for me,”
Pulisic said. “I’'m going to
have a great opportunity
to play and hopefully
make an impact. It was
really a no-brainer.”

Before agreeing to the
move, Pulisic said he
spoke with former Chelsea
teammates Olivier Giroud
and Fikayo Tomori, who
joined AC Milan two years
ago. Ruben Loftus-Cheek
is also jumping to Milan
from Chelsea this sum-
mer.

Richard Childress Racing
Chevrolet, has three NAS-
CAR Cup Series victories at
New Hampshire, a record
six NASCAR Xfinity Series

holds the pole position
record (seven) at New
Hampshire - will be mak-
ing his second start of the
season, driving for Rick

wins, and three Truck
Series wins - a consecutive
streak from 2009-11.

Of note, Ryan Newman —
a three-race winner who

Classified

Q© dlassi ieds.islandpacket.com
205.974.1749 = O B =

Ware Racing this weekend.
He will team with Xfinity
Series championship con-
tender Cole Custer this
weekend.
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TOWN OF BLUFFTON PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Town of Bluffton Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) will hold
a Hearing on August 1, 2023, at 6:00PM for the following:

ZONE-07-23-018221 — The Applicant, Daniel Keefer, on behalf of the property owner, Ed
Goeas/ERB Enterprises, LLC, requests a variance from UDO Section 5.3.7.B.2.b to encroach
35’ into the 50’ Highway Corridor Overlay District buffer. The property is identified by tax map
number R610 039 000 0114 0000 and is located at 1203 May River Road in the Neighborhood
Core Zoning District.

*Public Comments may be submitted electronically via the Town’s website at (https://bit.ly/
TOBPublicComment). Comments will be accepted up to 2 hours prior to the scheduled meet-
ing start time. All comments will be read aloud for the record and will be provided to the
Board of Zoning Appeals.

Documents related to the above are available for public inspection, persons with comments
or questions should contact the Town of Bluffton Planning and Community Development De-
partment at (843) 706-4500.

IPLO131281

Jul 16 2023

Public Notice
Mary Peebles has a applied for a permit from SC DHEC to build a private dock at 8 Sheffield
Ave. Beaufort, SC 29907. Comments regarding this application must be received the depart-
ment by July 28, 2023 At 104 Parker Drive, Beaufort, SC 29906.
IPLO131402
Jul 16 2023

Open Houses

Real Estate

Commercial

Open House July 22nd and
23rd 11:00 - 5:00.
Golf Course View
Mike (586) 372-0413
$875,000

Service Directory

Concrete

2 Commercial Spaces in Great
Location - Can be Sold Sepa-
rate or Together

2 COMMERCIAL UNITS FOR SALE!
In addition to this unit, a warehouse
unit is also available to the rear of
the building. Units can be sold indi-
vidually or together for a discount.
Unit #1 is also listed for sale. Have
a showroom/retail location out front|
and distribution/manufacturing fa-
cility in the rear. 46 Old Wild Horse
Rd #13 is a 1,500 sft flex/industrial
space with loading door located in
rear or commercial complex. The
flex space is bursting with opportu-
nity and features a mezzanine level
with platform and 2 separate office
or storage spaces. This would be
a phenomenal opportunity for a
business owner who needs manu-
facturing/distribution space, as well
as small office space for a growing
business. #13 is lease for $1,200/mo
through Sept 2024.

843-817-4431 $312,000 /
$342,000 / $646,000 for Both

Driveway Replacement
Patio/slab installations, decorative
concrete finishes. 25+ years experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Johnny
404-391-4069

NEED MORE
ROOM?

Let Classifieds Help

I THE ISLANI KET
ISLANDPACKET.COM

Employment

FRONT DESK &

RESERVATIONS POSITION

Vacation Time of Hilton Head has an immediate opening for
a full-time front desk & reservations position. We are looking
for someone who has great customer service skills and can
multi-task in a busy office. Ideally, we are looking for someone
that lives locally in Hilton Head or in the Bluffton area.
Experience is preferred but willing to train the right person.
We offer excellent wages, paid vacation, paid sick days as well
as excellent health benefits.

Please email resumes to Stephanie@vthhi.com.

ERIEESISPANDM
Public Service District

We are seeking a DISTRICT MANAGER

with experience in public administration & utility management, & the
ability to plan, direct & oversee its operations & business affairs. Requires a
Bachelor’s degree, preferably in engineering, public administration, natural
sciences, finance, or related field. A minimum of 5 years public administrative
& financial experience required & a minimum of 5 years experience in water
& sewer operations is desirable. Additional years of related experience may
be substituted for a Bachelor’s degree. For a detailed position description &
benefits package, submit resume, cover letter, salary requirements, & a list of
3 references to: Fripp Island Public Service District 291 Tarpon Blvd, Fripp
Island, SC 29920-7350 or E-mail: contact@fipsd.org, Fax: 843-838-4900
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