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Communications & Happenings 

• Broadband 
o An application was submitted to the Colorado Broadband Office for $7 million.  

Awards will be announced in November. 

• Town Mapping Project 
o The mapping project is nearing completion.  The map will have both a public and 

administration side.  Once complete, there will be a link on the website for the public 
side.  Items that were included with the project for the public side: existing 
easements/trails; existing Town open space; subdivisions; short term rentals; 
defensible space projects.   

• 2024 April Election 
o Plans are underway for the 2024 April election.  The Town of Blue River will have 

four seats open: Mayor and three Trustees.  An informational webinar hosted by the 
Town Clerks of Blue River, Breckenridge, Dillon, Frisco and Silverthorne will be 
held Thursday, December 7th, 6:00 p.m. 

• Goose Pasture Tarn Dam 
o The Dam project is complete and the Tarn is set to reopen in May/June 2024.  A 

dedication ceremony was held at the top of the dam on November 14th. 
o Staff will be working with Citizen Advisory beginning in January on a grand re-

opening and 60th Town Anniversary celebration. 
o Staff has been in contact with the Theobald Family on long term plans and proposed 

plans for  2024.  This is ongoing and updates will be provided once a plan is fully 
developed with the Theobalds. 

• Bus Stop 
o The Town has received a requests for additional boulders for the bus stop at Blue 

River Road and Highway 9.  As part of an ongoing discussion between the School 
District and Blue River Police Department, a proposal has been made to the 
Theobald family to move the bus stop to the turn around by the mailboxes on Blue 
River Road.  The goal is to provide safety for students boarding and departing the 
bus off of the highway. 

• Snow Removal 
o The snow removal contract began November 1st. 



• Defensible Space Projects 
o 2023 grants have been completed and the final report submitted.  Applications are 

open for 2024. 
o Work with Red, White & Blue Fire District is ongoing identifying the right-of-way 

proposed work.  As the project trees are identified, staff will begin outreach to 
residents. 

• Included in the staff report: 
o Letter from Congressman Neguse and press release to FCC concerning mapping of 

service areas.  A task force is being developed and will be working to identify and 
correct issues. 

o Annual report from Timber Creek Water District. 
 

 

  



 
 
 
 
  

 
  

Town Statistics 
 

Facebook Page Likes 
Town-1,300 

Police Department-902 
Instagram-1,243 followers 
Twitter (X)-76 followers 

Threads-94 
Residents on Email List-992 

Blue River News-1,173 
TextMyGov-14 

Business Licenses-269 
 

Lodging Registrations-218 
 
 
 

Building Statistics 
October 2023 

Permits Issued: 22 
YTD: 207 

Inspections: 65 
New Construction 2023: 3 
Certificates of Occupancy 2023: 4 

 

Municipal Court 
November 2023 

 
Total tickets written for October Court: 18 
Total on the November Docket:  12 
Total November Failure to appear(s):  2 
Total November OJW(s):  0 

 



 

 
End of Month Report: October 2023 

 

Calls for Service 
 

Total number of a calls: 245 Top 
10 calls as follows: 

Traffic Stop 111 

Area Patrol 58 

Motorist Assists 10 

Road Hazards 8 

Other Agency Backups 6 

Suspicious Person 4 

Animal Complaint 4 

Trespass 3 

Parking Violations 3 

Reckless Drivers 3 

 
Summary: October’s numbers dipped slightly from last month due to inclement weather. State 
Hwy. 9 continues to present the department’s main safety concerns. Neighborhood calls for service 
remain on the lower end of the spectrum. 

 
Arrests: DUI = 2, misdemeanor = 1. 

 

Current Administrative Focus 
 

• Staffing – remains stable going into the winter months. Staff have completed over 200 
hours of combined training. 

• Patrol Vehicles– have been transitioned into winter season conditions to maintain a high 
level of emergency response and patrol. 

• Speed Trailer – has been stored for the season. 

• CDOT – the traffic safety survey along Hwy. 9 as is still in progress with no 
additional updates. 

 

Report prepared by: Chief, 
David Close 



 
 
Financial Summary Report 
Prepared by: Michelle Eddy, Town Manager 
Month Ending October 31, 2023 
 
Revenues/Expenditures: 
Revenues are tracking ahead of budget by 14.67%.  Sales tax is tracking ahead of budget.  Building 
has exceeded projects with many small permits, additions and remodels.  Other income including 
interest on investments are ahead of budget.  Court is tracking with budget.  Expenditures are above 
budget by 12.60%.   Utilities continue to increase in expense primarily at Town Hall.  Auto repairs 
are exceeded budget due to unforeseen repairs on the 2015 sedans.  The Town is sitting in a good 
position and staying on track with planned revenues and expenditures.   
 
  
Reserve Accounts *As of 10/31/2023 
 Unrestricted 

Reserve accounts Alpine Bank:     $1,391,026.54 
CD’s Citywide Bank:      $211,498.41  
Colorado Trust Assigned to Capital:    $3,059,200.15 
Colorado Trust Assigned to Broadband:   $100,776.53 
CSAFE:        $100.00 
Illiquid Trust Funds:      $1,187.42 

Total Unrestricted      $4,763,789.05 
  

Restricted 
American Rescue Plan Funds:     $235,543.15 
Conservation Trust:      $138,559.04 

Total Reserves Restricted     $374,102.19 
  



 

 

   
 
 

Staff Report 
Short-term Rental Update  

November 15, 2023 
Submitted By: Michelle Eddy, Town Manager 

 

Statistics 
Issued by Year 
2016  72 *Previous number included previous years prior to Town taking over program 
2017  20 
2018  28 
2019  24 
2020  31 
2021  49 
2022  53 
2023  35 
 
Total Active Licenses as of 11/14/2023: 218 
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New (never rented before) Licenses by year: 

• 2017-20 

• 2018-25 

• 2019-20 

• 2020-25 

• 2021-43 

• 2022-35 

• 2023-25 
 

License turnover (STR one owner to the next): 

• 2017-0 

• 2018-3 

• 2019-4 

• 2020-6 

• 2021-6 

• 2022-18 

• 2023-10 
 

Annual Revenue 
 

Year Sales Tax Lodging Tax 

2016 $264,757.05 $123,742.00 

2017 $237,468.92 $126,585.55 

2018 $286,968.54 $155,511.07 

2019 $425,616.72 $166,883.33 

2020 $842,141.13 $176,339.81 

2021 $844,558.23 $228,743.34 

2022 $1,002,256.27 $327,762.62 

2023 $837,713.93 $270,540.49 

 
  
 
  



 

Percentage of STRs by Subdivision 
**Please note the percentage of STRS is based on total homes built within each 
subdivision and NOT buildable lots. 
Subdivision Built Lot # STR %STR ** % Build 

Out 
% Full-
Time Res. 

96 Sub 37 9 24% 90% 30% 

97 Sub 41 10 24% 84% 37% 

Aspen View 16 7 44% 80% 13% 

Blue Rock 
Springs 

50 13 24% 93% 46% 

Bryce Estates 4 1 25% 57% 0% 

Clyde Lode 1 0 0% 50% 0% 

Coronet 31 10 32% 78% 35% 

Crown 67 22 33% 93% 28% 

DOT Condo 36 6 14% 100% 31% 

DOT Placer 2 0 0% 50% 100% 

Golden Crown 5 3 60% 63% 20% 

Lakeshore 40 12 30% 93% 23% 

Leap Year 21 8 38% 91% 43% 

Louise Placer 8 4 50% 73% 13% 

McCullough 
Gulch 

3 1 33% 43% 67% 

Misc Sec TR7-77 
Land 

5 0 0% 22% 40% 

Mountain View 44 13 27% 96% 34% 

New Eldorado 
Sub 

8 4 50% 73% 38% 

New Eldorado 
Townhomes 

9 1 11% 100% 56% 

Pennsylvania 
Canyon 

2 0 0% 100 0% 

Pomeroy 0 0 0% 0% 0% 

Rivershore 5 0 0% 63% 0% 

Royal 67 16 24% 94% 31% 

Sherwood Forest 78 19 24% 90% 23% 

Silverheels 4 1 25% 67% 29% 

Spillway 20 2 11% 90% 25% 

Spruce Valley 
Ranch 

45 0 0% 68% 20% 

Sunnyslope 30 12 40% 86% 33% 

Timber Creek 
Estates 

71 27 38% 89% 7% 

Wilderness 55 17 31% 96% 33% 

 
 



 
General Statistics 

• Total Percentage of short-term rentals 27% 

• “Local” Breckenridge, Dillon, Frisco or Silverthorne addresses with STR License: 26 or 12% 
 

Code Violations 2015-2023 
Total Violations:       302 
Violations for STR’s while licensed as an STR:    141 (47%) 
Percentage of Repeat Offenders:     1% 
 
 

2024 Renewals 
 
Renewal letters were sent out November 8, 2023.  Renewals are due December 31, 2023. 
 
11/8/23 
Total Licenses:   222 
Eligible Renewals Sent:  153 
Ineligible Letters Sent:   69 
 
As of 11/15/23- 
Total Licenses   218 
License Renewals:  26 
Cancellations:   4 
Additional Renewals Sent: 17 
Remaining Ineligible:  48 
 



TIMBER CREEKWATER DISTRICT
SUMMIT COUNTY, TOWN OF BLUE RIVER, COLORADO

2023 ANNUAL REPORT

Town of Blue River, Colorado
via Email

County Clerk and Recorder
Summit County, Colorado

via Email

Office of the State Auditor
1525 Sherman Street, 7th Floor
Denver, Colorado 80203

via E-Filing Portal

Division of Local Government
1313 Sherman Street, Room 521
Denver, Colorado 80203

via E-Filing Portal

Pursuant to Section 32-1-207(3)(c)(I), C.R.S., the Timber Creek Water District (the
“District”) is required to submit an annual report for the preceding calendar year (the “Report”)
no later than October 1 of each year to the Town of Blue River, Colorado,the Colorado Division
of Local Government, the Colorado State Auditor, the Summit County Clerk and Recorder; the
Report must also be posted on the District’s website, if available.

For the year ending December 31, 2022, the District makes the following report:

1. Boundary changes made: NONE

2. Intergovernmental agreements entered into or terminated: NONE

3. Access information to obtain a copy of the Rules and Regulations:
https://timbercreekwaterdistrict.com/

4. A summary of any litigation involving public improvements by the District:
NONE

5. Status of the construction of public improvements by the District: NONE

6. List of facilities or improvements constructed by the District that were
conveyed to the [County][City][Town]: NONE

7. Final Assessed Value of Taxable Property within the District’s boundaries as
of December 31, 2022:

The 2022 total assessed value of taxable property within the boundaries of the
District is $6,937,890.00.

8. Current annual budget of the District:

{00930563.DOCX / }



Attached as Exhibit A is a copy of the District’s Budget for the current fiscal year
2022.

9. Most recently filed audited financial statements of the District. To the extent
audited financial statements are required by state law or most recently filed
audit exemption:

Attached as Exhibit B is a copy of the District’s audited financial statements
[audit exemption application] for fiscal year 2022.

10. Notice of any uncured defaults existing for more than 90 days under any debt
instrument of the District: NONE

11. The District’s inability to pay any financial obligations as they come due
under any obligation which continues beyond a ninety-day period: NONE

Respectfully submitted this 30th day of August, 2023.

By Scot� Pric�
Scott Price,
Executive Director for Timber Creek Water District

{00930563.DOCX / } 2



EXHIBIT A

2022 Budget
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EXHIBIT B

Audited Financial Statements [Audit Exemption Application]

{00930563.DOCX / }
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

Wednesday, November 1, 2023 

Contact: Grace Martinez 

Grace.Martinez@mail.house.gov  

Rep. Neguse Implores FCC to Reform Broadband Mapping 

for Colorado’s Mountain Communities  

Lafayette, CO — On Monday, Congressman Joe Neguse penned a letter to U.S. Federal 

Communications Commission (FCC) Chairwoman Jessica Rosenworcel requesting the agency 

address deficiencies in the accuracy of current broadband coverage maps. Rep. Neguse’s letter 

follows community conversations that highlighted the failure of current maps to consider the 

distinct challenges in providing high-speed broadband service to rural and mountain 

communities across Colorado. The FCC will use final maps to allocate Broadband Equity Access 

and Deployment (BEAD) funding, made possible by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, to 

locations in need.  

In August, Rep. Neguse joined Senator Bennett and Governor Polis in announcing more than 

$826 million in BEAD funding has been allocated to help expand broadband internet for 

households across America.  

In his letter Congressman Neguse noted, “I represent Colorado’s Second Congressional 

District in the United States Congress. Our district encompasses 11 counties across 

Northwestern Colorado, and includes some of the most visited National Forests in the country. 

As you can imagine, inadequate broadband connection in these areas of Colorado places a 

significant strain on my constituents and raises serious safety concerns for these communities 

and residents. While I appreciate that the FCC has worked to provide improved broadband 

mailto:Grace.Martinez@mail.house.gov
https://www.cpr.org/2023/08/23/some-areas-of-colorado-still-dont-have-high-speed-internet-but-new-funding-could-change-that/
https://www.cpr.org/2023/08/23/some-areas-of-colorado-still-dont-have-high-speed-internet-but-new-funding-could-change-that/


access across the country — per the mandate of the Congress — as stated above, current 

mapping mechanisms of the Commission and the corresponding standards it utilizes appear 

grossly deficient [...] I respectfully request that the FCC address the specific deficiencies in the 

accuracy of the current broadband coverage maps detailed above, and to work with our office 

and local jurisdictions to accomplish the same.”  

Read the full letter HERE and below. 

“We would like to thank Representative Neguse for his support in addressing the concerns we 

have with the FCC map. The lack of broadband and reliable cell service in our small community 

presents significant safety risks for our residents. The current FCC map does not accurately 

reflect the real conditions we experience every day. The Town of Blue River deserves to be 

served for the safety of our community and the comfort of our residents,” said Mayor Toby 

Babich, Town of Blue River.  

 

"Improving broadband connectivity is one of Eagle County's key objectives within our strategic 

priority to create a resilient economy. Connecting rural communities with reliable broadband is 

essential to providing information and services to large portions of our population. The FCC can 

be an extremely helpful partner to Colorado's counties by providing accurate mapping that 

reflects the on-the-ground situation so resources can be properly deployed,” said Matt Scherr, 

Eagle County Commissioner.  

 

Representative Neguse has been a vocal advocate for the need to increase investments in 

Colorado’s broadband infrastructure, helping to connect communities in hard-to-reach places 

with affordable high-speed internet. Earlier this year, Congressman Joe Neguse reintroduced his 

bipartisan bill to expand broadband access to rural communities. The Reforming Broadband 

Connectivity Act would strengthen funding mechanisms for the Federal Communications 

Commission’s (FCC) Universal Service Fund (USF), which promotes universal access to 

broadband and other telecommunications services.  

 

https://neguse.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/neguse.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/mountain-communities-letter-to-fcc-v.2.pdf
https://neguse.house.gov/media/press-releases/rep-neguse-and-colleagues-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-expand-access-rural
https://neguse.house.gov/media/press-releases/rep-neguse-and-colleagues-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-expand-access-rural


 
October 30, 2023 

 
The Honorable Jessica Rosenworcel 
Chairwoman 
U.S. Federal Communications Commission 
45 L Street NE 
Washington, DC 20554 

 
Dear Chairwoman Rosenworcel,  
 
I write to request the U.S. Federal Communications Commission (“FCC” or “the Commission”) 
immediately address deficiencies with respect to FCC mapping of available broadband service 
and the standards that determine a serviced area, both of which neglect to consider the distinct 
challenges in providing high-speed broadband service in mountain communities across 
Colorado.  
 
By way of background, I represent Colorado’s Second Congressional District in the United 
States Congress. Our district encompasses 11 counties across Northwestern Colorado, and 
includes some of the most visited National Forests in the country. As you can imagine, 
inadequate broadband connection in these areas of Colorado places a significant strain on my 
constituents and raises serious safety concerns for these communities and residents.   

  
While I appreciate that the FCC has worked to provide improved broadband access across the 
country — per the mandate of the Congress — as stated above, current mapping mechanisms 
of the Commission and the corresponding standards it utilizes appear grossly deficient. In 
short, under the existing FCC maps, many of the areas referenced above appear to have full 
mobile broadband coverage, which is not reflective of the reality on the ground. The resulting 
inaccuracies are major impediments to unserved and underserved communities seeking federal 
and state resources that are specifically designed to address broadband gaps such as these. 

  
Substantial segments of public roads and highways–many of which are the only access routes 
for local ski resort areas -– including in Eagle, Gilpin, and Summit Counties, and the Town of 
Blue River, for example -– lack any mobile broadband service, contrary to what is currently 



listed on the FCC’s coverage map. These heavily visited communities in Colorado urgently 
require reliable mobile broadband to respond to emergencies. These areas, and other similarly 
situated mountain towns, regularly experience thousands of daily vehicle trips at elevations 
where severe winter storms can occur during nearly every month of the year, and the threat of 
wildfire looms whenever snow is not on the ground.  

  
In sum, I respectfully request that the FCC address the specific deficiencies in the accuracy of 
the current broadband coverage maps detailed above, and to work with our office and local 
jurisdictions to accomplish the same. I appreciate your prompt attention to this important 
matter, and await your reply. I look forward to continuing to work with the Commission to 
address broadband availability for mountain communities in Colorado.  

  
Sincerely,  
 

 
Joe Neguse  
Members of Congress  

  
cc: The Honorable Lawrence R. Strickling  
Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Communications and Information 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration  
U.S. Department of Commerce  
1401 Constitution Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20230 
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