
Town of Bladensburg
Community Grant Program
4229 Edmonston Road
Bladensburg, MD 20710
301-927-7041

Town of Bladensburg
COMMUNITY GRANT PROGRAM

Fiscal Year 2024 (FY24) Grant Application and Guidelines

A. For the purpose of this section, an “operating grant” shall provide support for the day-to-day
costs of running the non-profit organization. A “capital grant” shall provide funds to nonprofit
organizations to purchase equipment and related supplies or to make capital improvements
(renovations, remodeling, etc.).

B. Subject to the availability of funds, the Town will consider funding an operating and/or capital
grant to a non-profit organization with an application submission that meets one of the following
criteria:
1. Provides services that sustain and empower youth, families, and individuals to move towards

an improved quality of life and self-sufficiency.
2. Provides programs that preserve and enhance a community’s character;
3. Provides programs that contribute to a vibrant economy; or
4. Promotes programs that are integral to community revitalization, economic development, and

environmental sustainability.

C. A committee shall be convened to review and evaluate applications submitted to the Town of
Bladensburg.
1. The Committee shall consist of the Mayor’s designated staff person, the Treasurer, the Town

Administrator, and up to two at-large staff persons.
2. The Grant committee will make recommendations that will be approved at the July 15, 2024,

Mayor and Council Work Session and Meeting.
3. Committee recommendations to the Mayor and Council will have the following order of

preference:
a. Organizations directly serving Town residents.
b. Organizations directly serving Port Towns residents.
c. Organizations indirectly serving Town and Port Town residents.

D. Application qualification criteria:

1. Applicant shall have the administrative and financial capacity to carry out the project
successfully and shall be in good standing with the Maryland Department of Taxation; 2.
The project shall help meet the criteria outlined in paragraph B of this section; 3. The
applicant shall demonstrate that the proposed activity shall provide maximum public benefit
in relation to cost and
4. The applicant shall demonstrate the ability to leverage additional funds.



Guidelines and Instructions

Applications must be received by July 3, 2024, at 3:00 PM. Applications received after this date and
time will not be considered, and extensions will not be permitted.

Please submit online or by email to jamaya@bladensburgmd.gov.
Grant applications will be available for download on the Town’s website at www.bladensburgmd.gov.

Please complete all forms and answer all questions in the application. The application form does not
limit the number of words in each section. However, please answer the questions concisely in the space
provided.

Incomplete applications will be returned to the applicant without further consideration.

Limited funding available, maximum grant funding available per requesting applicant will be up to
$2,000 based on the final FY24 approved budget.

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS

The following documents are required and must be included in all applications:

1. Federal Tax-exempt IRS determination letter: Copy of most recent IRS determination letter
under Section 501 (c) (3) indicating evidence of tax-exempt status.

2. Good Standing Status: Include the most recent copy (2017) of the organization's general entity
information showing that it is currently in good standing with the State Department of
Assessment & Taxation (SDAT)

3. Articles of Incorporation: Include a copy of the Articles of Incorporation.
4. Organizations’ Bylaws: Please include a copy of your organizational bylaws.
5. Board of Directors: Please list all board members and terms.
6.Mission Statement – Include the organization's Mission Statement.
7. Copy of the last audit or financial statements—If audited financials are unavailable, please

provide a copy of the organization's most recent IRS 990 tax return.
8. Organization budget for the current year: Provide a copy of the most recent budget, including

income, expenses, and debts.
9. Form-W9: Signed request for Taxpayer’s Identification Number and Certification.
10. Insurance Requirement: Proof of Insurance.
11. Letter of Support: Include at least one (1) Letter of Support with an original signature from a

community group, PTA/PTO, or church located within the radius as evidence of community
need.

If this request includes partner organizations, please provide a copy of a Memorandum of
Understanding, support letters, or a description of each organization's roles and responsibilities that is
signed by all parties. If you have any questions or concerns, please get in touch with Jessica Amaya at
410-927-7048 or by email at jamaya@bladensburgmd.gov.

mailto:jamaya@bladensburgmd.gov


Community Grant Application
Deadline July 3, 2024
3:00 P.M.

Organization Name: Engaged Community Offshoots, Inc dba ECO City Farms

Executive Director/Officer: Margaret Morgan-Hubbard

Address: 6010 Taylor Rd, Riverdale MD 20737

Phone Number: N/A

Email: info@ecocityfarms.org, nancy@ecocityfarms.org

Federal ID#: 26-4196401

Incorporation Date: June 26, 2009 501 (c) (3) Registration Date: June 26, 2009

Project Title: Operational Funding to Bolster Food Sovereignty at Bladensburg’s Sole Urban

Farm

Project Location(s): Bladensburg Farm, 6100 Emerson St, Bladensburg MD 20710

Amount Requested: $2000

RESIDENCE OF CLIENTS SERVED (Preference will be given to agencies serving Bladensburg
residents – Check all that apply)

X Town of Bladensburg
X Prince George’s County
X Port Towns (Edmonston, Cottage City, Colmar Manor)

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY - Provide a brief summary of your project. Please include the following
items: the purpose of the project, the number of people living in the Town of Bladensburg to be served,
and how the Town grant funds will be used.

ECO City Farms is seeking an operating grant from the Town of Bladensburg to sustain its mission of
promoting food sovereignty, community health, and environmental stewardship through urban farming.
Intentionally located in Prince George’s County, ECO aims to serve the community of Bladensburg by
providing access to affordable, local and chemical-free produce, educating beginner farmers in
sustainable farming practices, and fostering a deeper connection to our shared earth.

The grant funds will support critical aspects of ECO’s operations, including equipment for community
events, water subsidies for local growers, and essential farm supplies such as wheelbarrows and hoses.
The primary beneficiaries include the dozens of Bladensburg residents who participate in ECO’s

mailto:info@ecocityfarms.org
mailto:nancy@ecocityfarms.org


programs and events. This encompasses the students who participate in our 6-week Summer Youth
Program, 11 rising sophomores at Bladensburg High School; the community growers who call our
Bladensburg Farm home; our farm staff; and our dozens of CSA members, many who will be receiving
bags of fresh produce each week subsidized by the Town. Additionally, ECO hopes to hold seasonal
community events that introduce hundreds of Bladensburg residents, especially our immediate
neighbors, to our offerings, growing practices and dialogues about our food system.

ECO City Farms has been a pioneer in urban agriculture for over 14 years, transforming underutilized
suburban and industrial spaces into thriving farms that address food insecurity, soil remediation, and
environmental education. Our Bladensburg Farm, where our farmers produce fresh vegetables, compost
and community on three and a half acres of previously-vacant land, is the only urban farm in the Town of
Bladensburg.

Through partnerships with local institutions and advocacy efforts, ECO has positioned itself as a leader
in sustainable agriculture in Prince George’s County, contributing to policy change and increased
community resilience. The grant will enable ECO to continue and expand upon these efforts.

PROGRAM INFORMATION - Describe the overall or general purpose of your agency.

Engaged Community Offshoots, Inc. (better known as ECO City Farms or simply ECO) is a nonprofit
urban teaching and learning farm in Prince George’s County whose mission is to grow great food, farms
and farmers in ways that protect, restore and sustain the natural environment and the health of local
communities. Working with area children, youth and adults, ECO educates and trains the next generation
of urban farmers, eaters and environmental activists.

More than 14 years ago, ECO first brought the concept and the reality of urban agriculture to Prince
George’s County, and the DC metropolitan area. We transformed two blighted sites in lower-income,
food-insecure neighborhoods in the County’s Port Towns, our Bladensburg and Edmonston Farms, into
places of nutrition, beauty, opportunity and collegial community. We pioneered urban farming to enhance
local food security, remediate polluted soils, reconnect area residents to nature, provide new livelihoods
for those in need, overcome past violence and heal our relationship with the land, and grow the next
generation of environmental leaders and entrepreneurs.

ECO’s farms are living laboratories for urban food production and systems change. We represent a new
vision for the small American farm and local communities, where locally produced, safe and
sustainably-grown chemical-free food is available to all. We pursue this important work – refining
farming techniques and food access, and teaching and learning from fellow farmers – because our
overarching goal is to ensure that all of us, collectively and individually, will have a safe, equitable and
healthy food future.

For an organization with a small footprint and seven full-time staff, we continue to have a large reach.
ECO staff helped found the County’s Food Equity Council; have served on the County’s Agricultural
Advisory Commission; and has forged enduring partnerships with large and small local institutions, from
M-NCPPC and a dozen County Public Schools, to PG Community College, the Soil Conservation
District, the Chesapeake Bay Trust, a number of County municipalities and local churches and
nonprofits. Prince George’s County non-profits fulfill the unmet needs of our community and improve
the quality of life of its residents and their families. We do so with integrity, innovation and collaboration



to find new solutions. At ECO City Farms, we pursue environmental and food justice – improving the
physical environment while demonstrating new ways for people to better interact within it. We consider
ourselves what Grace Lee Boggs, famed Civil Rights leader, called “solutionaries.” Through our mission
of growing great food, farms and farmers, ECO replenishes County soil and trains our youth and new
farmers how to engage with the earth in ways that are mutually nourishing in order to assure the healthy
food and chemical-free environment that our communities deserve.

COMMUNITY NEED/POPULATION BEING SERVED: Describe the issue or community that
needs to be addressed. Prove the demographic data and geographic information used to determine the
extent of the problem or the need not being addressed.

In the context of the greater United States, Prince George’s County is a unique amalgamation of cultures,
demographics, languages and land use strategies. The Town of Bladensburg itself is highly diverse, in
many ways making it the perfect living laboratory for addressing long term issues of food security,
equity and environmental restoration. Despite attempts to frame our modern-day society as a
“post-agricultural economy,” food is at the very heart of our relationship with our bodies, communities,
ecosystems and institutions. Considering our country’s painful history, where the same systems of power
perpetrated violence against both people and our planet, our mission of cultivating healthy food creates
intertwined pathways to healing.

The selection of our sites in the Port Towns was highly intentional as a strategy for establishing
nourishing produce, educational opportunities and nature access directly into the neighborhoods most in
need. Our Bladensburg Farm is located in a disadvantaged community as is defined by the White
House’s Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool. The farm’s census tract is in the 87th percentile
for diabetes, 98th percentile for housing cost and 74th percentile for low income. The site is in
immediate proximity to three Title 1 public schools, Bladensburg Community Center, and a senior living
community. All of these reasons highlight exactly why healthy diets are so necessary for Bladensburg
residents – making their bodies more resilient to the array of socioeconomic and geographic factors that
have a tremendous impact on their long-term health outcomes. However, the otherwise limited access to
fresh and healthy foods in our area has all of the characteristics of a food desert. Creating an equitable
and viable food system requires intentional community improvement strategies, like proliferating urban
farms and farming. Stepped up local food production alone cannot ensure a future where food is
accessible to all. Growing demand by those who can afford the best quality food can only go so far to
boost food production in Bladensburg. Deliberate efforts and policies need to center on assuring healthy
food for all as a basic human right.

In recent years, we have seen a consistent rise in local, quality applicants for ECO’s farming programs.
Why are so many people, young and old, invested in learning about tending the earth, growing healthy
food, and restoring themselves, their families and the environment? Because too many of our applicants
consider themselves and their families to be hostages of an untrustworthy and dangerous food system.
Because they no longer consider themselves to be healthy and strong, and are at risk for diabetes and
other diet-related ailments. Because they want to repair themselves, their families and the food system
itself. Because they are unwilling to be victims. Because they want to heal themselves and the
environment. Because they want to return to the wisdom and knowledge of their grandparents and
ancestors. Because they want to be whole.

The need is to grow local food as a strategy to restore ourselves, our economy and our planet. To do so



requires Town of Bladensburg support.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION- Please provide a detailed description of the program you are proposing.
Please include the group of people you plan to serve, the number of expected participants, the activities
or services you will provide, and the location of the program/project.

ECO’s Bladensburg Farm is the organization’s largest staff-run operation, located on three and a half
acres in the middle of a residential community. The site contains a quarter-acre of growing space used for
commercial distribution and donations; our hot compost and vermicompost infrastructure, where all of
our on-farm compost is produced; our Beginning Farmer Training Program high tunnel, where ~25
trainees grow their own crops over the course of seven months each year; seven community growing
plots; and our food forest, orchard and apiary. This site is central to our aspirations as a teaching and
learning farm, where educators, trainees and community members come together to work side-by-side.
As a non-profit organization, our operations are designed to support community. In a country where
large-scale agriculture is heavily subsidized – where the US public pays proportionally less for food than
any other country in the developed world – it is difficult to turn a profit while properly valuing the labor
and investment that goes into our produce. However, we know that our mission of establishing food
sovereignty in the underserved communities that we reside in is a necessary one. Therefore, in a time
where so much is stacked against work like ours, we turn to the support of our local governments to
increase our organization’s capacity in our day-to-day operations. ECO is requesting general operating
funds to support our daily farm operations. These funds would act to support events, equipment and
utilities.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, ECO stepped up to support our community through donations of
locally-grown, chemical-free produce – at a time when food access was more important than ever, due to
the linkages between diet-related illnesses and COVID deaths and hospitalizations. This was especially
true for Black and brown communities, who are more likely to be located in food deserts. However, the
pandemic also disrupted ECO’s programs and offerings, which is why we are actively working on
reconnecting with our neighbors. This is why we find community events and offerings to be especially
important at this unique moment in history, and turn to the Town of Bladensburg to request event funding
and support. In July, ECO City Farms plans to hold a Summer Open House at our Bladensburg Farm,
intended to re-introduce our farm to the community, educate our neighbors on our mission and growing
practices, learn more about how our organization can meet our communities’ needs, and create space for
coming together. Portions of this funding would go towards promotion, food and activities for this event
as well as future events and offerings.

For close to a decade, ECO has lent growing space at our Bladensburg Farm to neighbor farmers,
primarily immigrants from Cameroon who are providing West African crops to their community. We find
this resource to be especially crucial due to these crops’ otherwise limited access in the Bladensburg
area. We are happy to be providing land access to our community. However, utility prices for water have
created barriers to ECO’s continued support. This funding could help to subsidize their water usage and
enable us to continue to feed and support our community throughout the growing season.

Finally, portions of this funding would go towards general farm needs, such as necessary equipment
replacements. With our resources shared amongst our farmers, trainees and community growers, we are
in need of additional supplies to compensate for old and degraded equipment, including wheelbarrows,
hoses and a replacement hydrant.



There are many individuals and groups that our organization touches who would be supported by this
funding. This includes our farmers and farming apprentices, members of our Beginning Farmer Training
Program and Summer Youth Program, community growers and their families and community networks,
our CSA members, people who purchase our produce, and attendees of our public events. Close to 50
farmers – across our farms and programs – would be supported through an expanded farming capacity.
The community reach extends even farther. We have relationships with neighbors at many of the
surrounding apartments, including Emerson House, Parkview and Autumn Woods, who would be
supported through this funding by increased food access and community events. As the only urban farm
in Bladensburg, we are providing a crucial resource to the Town and to Prince George’s County more
generally – meaning that hundreds would benefit directly and indirectly from the towns’ support.

METHODOLOGY- Describe the methodology (or approach) for the proposed program/project, e.g.,
the procedures, tasks, techniques, or tools you will use to develop the program.

ECO City Farms’ theory of change is based on the belief that community values and long-term health are
shaped by and reflect the land use, industries, resources and institutions inside its borders. Local food
production can be a powerful stimulus for economic and social transformation. ECO’s presence in the
Bladensburg community is designed to create pathways for change through increased community
resiliency, education and sovereignty.

In these rapidly changing times, as everyday people cope with inflation, economic uncertainty and the
felt realities of climate change, our organization is looking to mold to our community’s ever-changing
needs. A foundational piece of serving our community is to properly gauge how best to tailor our
offerings to match the present-day climate, which this grant will help to serve. Our Summer Open House
was designed, in part, to engage our community about what they would most like to see from ECO
through a series of conversations and surveys. This community engagement and stakeholder consultation
will enable us to understand broader community goals and align our initiatives accordingly. This
community dialogue is central to dictating the best path forward to make our organization’s mission into
a reality. Collective decision-making is a core principle of a community-embedded organization such as
ours. The direction of the produce and event offerings that will come out of this grant can only be
properly defined after properly quantifying community interests and needs through neighborhood
dialogue.

FUNDING SOURCES - What efforts have you made to obtain funding from other sources, including
fundraising, dues, and any requests for other county/state programs?

ECO City Farms relies heavily upon grant funding to bring our organization’s mission to life. We have
several major federal programing grants, including the USDA’s Beginning Farmer Rancher Development
Program (BFRDP) and the Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production (UAIP) grants; MDA’s Healthy
Soils Competitive Fund; and the Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) grant funded
by the University of Vermont. However, while the operation of our two commercial urban
farms—covering more than 5 acres of land in the Port Towns—is the basis of all our training and
outreach work, we do not receive specific grant support for our daily operations or administrative staff,
or for the considerable costs of seeds, soil amendments, tools and supplies, maintenance, marketing, or
utilities related to our farming activities. Nor do we have funding to support the planning, documenting,
or carrying out of the work involved. A majority of grant opportunities are program-specific, which assist



and support the establishment of large projects but do not consider the heavy cost of continued
day-to-day operation and staff salaries after these projects are put in place. The specific purpose of this
proposal is to support and strengthen our farming operations, which is the foundation for all of our
associated work.

The funds we request with this grant will be allocated for general support to cover the many yearly costs
of our Bladensburg Farm that are not covered by our restricted federal, state or foundation funding, or the
earned income from our produce sales. We will invest in activities intended to ensure ECO’s greater
financial stability by strengthening our ties with our hometown of Bladensburg and finding ways to
strategically improve the health and wellbeing of our constituency. In the future, as we streamline farm
operations and partner even more closely with the communities we serve, we expect that together we will
find new ways to support and fund our critical farm operations as well.

ORGANIZATION CAPABILITIES - Describe the organization's ability to implement the
program/project.

ECO City Farms has been operating in the Port Towns for 14 years. At the time of the organization’s
establishment, urban farming was practically non-existent in our region. Over the past decade and a half,
Prince George’s County has seen huge steps forward in public education and policy to support urban
farming, in part due to ECO’s advocacy. ECO has played a key role in moving local farming forward,
changing zoning laws across Prince George’s County to allow for farming on 80% of county land and
assisting in the establishment of Prince Geoge’s County’s Food Equity Council. In that time, ECO has
continued to offer fresh, local produce and expanded our programs and operations, acting as a stable
supporter of food sovereignty and land access for our communities throughout major shifts in the
economy, local and national government and a global pandemic. ECO was created not just as an urban
farm, but as a model for urban farming intended to be replicated locally and globally.

Our Bladensburg Farm was established over a decade ago, and has seen significant financial and labor
investment in that time. As a mission-driven organization, ECO has proved its continued dedication to
developing our soils and community relationships in the town of Bladensburg, and we plan to continue
this investment for decades to come. We have seen many iterations of our programs, staff and
organizational direction over time, but have always operated primarily via grant funding. Each year, we
successfully run our ten-month Beginning Farmer Training Program and 6-week SEED2FEED Summer
Youth Program, distribute our CSA to over 50 families year-round, and hold community events centering
farming and nutrition education. We have 7 full-time staff members and several part-time employees
who will support in the implementation of this funding if awarded.

IMPACT - Describe the Town funds' impact on your program/project.

ECO City Farms could not operate without the support of and partnership with our local governments.
Our ability to meaningfully engage our community has only been made possible through over a decade
of collaboration between ECO and the towns that we reside in. Our shared mission to serve the residents
of our constituencies has brought forward a fruitful partnership to combat food insecurity in the Port
Towns. We are grateful for the continued desire to collaborate – together, we are able to expand our reach
and impact farther than ECO would ever be able to accomplish alone.

Funding for daily farm operations and outreach is of the utmost importance to our organization, as



nonprofits face the greatest difficulty in securing operational grant funding. New farm equipment will
make our work more efficient, enabling us to better serve our community through healthy produce and
more resilient ecosystems. Additionally, event funding will create new opportunities for community
engagement and connection with our organization’s mission. As we seek to reconnect with our neighbors
and continue to adapt our offerings to meet the needs of our community, these events enable us to better
connect our produce and programs with those who can serve to benefit most from them. At a small
nonprofit like ECO, the Town’s award would greatly increase organizational and staff capacity, enabling
us to act as better stewards of our land and servants to our community.



Obtaining a printout of Good Standing Status
From the Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation

The Maryland State Department of Assessments and Taxation (SDAT) website provides information
about business entities.

Go to https://egov.maryland.gov/BusinessExpress/EntitySearch. Under “Business Name Search”, enter the
name or part of the name of the entity. There should be no spaces between words, and you should not
include the words “the” or “and”. Also, do not include any “tail” such as “Inc.” or “LLC”. If you only
search part of the name, follow the part with “%” for a wildcard search. It will give you the entity’s
name, status with the SDAT, and whether the entity is in good standing with SDAT.

A printout of entity details from the Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation webpage
indicating the organization's good standing is acceptable. Please note that if the entity is listed as
“forfeited” or not in good standing with SDAT, it cannot enter into a contract with the Town of
Bladensburg until the forfeiture or lack of good standing is resolved.

Attachments to be included with the Grant Application
Identify each document alphabetically

DOCUMENT CHECKLIST

Please ensure you have attached the required documents before submitting your grant
application.

ATTACHMENT- A – Federal Tax-Exempt IRS Determination Letter.
(The organization's Name must match the SDAT Records)

ATTACHMENT- B - Good Standing Status with the State of Maryland
(The organization's Full Legal Name must match the SDAT records)

ATTACHMENT- C - Articles of Incorporation
(The organization's Full Legal Name must match the SDAT records)

ATTACHMENT- D - Organizations By-Laws
(The organization's Full Legal Name must match the SDAT records)

ATTACHMENT- E – Board of Directors with names, addresses, and terms of office
ATTACHMENT- F - Organization Mission Statement
ATTACHMENT-G - Financial Statements
ATTACHMENT - H – Copy of budget for the current year
ATTACHMENT-I - Signed For W-9 Request for Taxpayer-Identification Number &
Certification (The Organization’s Full Legal Name must match SDAT records)
ATTACHMENT-J – Insurance requirements/proof of insurance
ATTACHMENT K – Letter(s) of Support



CERTIFICATION

“I certify that I have reviewed this application and that, to the best of my knowledge, all statements and
figures contained herein are true, accurate, and complete. If your organization does not have a Board of
Directors, please indicate “NA” on the signature line and have the organization director sign.

_
____________________________________________________________
Signature of Chief Executive Officer Date

Print Name: Margaret Morgan-Hubbard Title: Founder & Chief Executive Officer

Address: 6010 Taylor Rd, Riverdale MD 20737

Phone: (202) 812-3901

Email info@ecocityfarms.org

Provide the following information about your clients based on your most recent data. Information
current as of (date) 07/03/2024



















  
Bylaws of Engaged Community Offshoots, Inc. 

 

ARTICLE I — NAME AND PURPOSE  

 

Section 1 — Name: The name of the organization shall be Engaged Community 

Offshoots, Inc. 

 

Engaged Community Offshoots, Inc. shall be a nonprofit organization incorporated under 

the laws of the State of Maryland.  

 

Section 2 — Purpose: Engaged Community Offshoots, Inc. is organized exclusively for 

charitable, scientific and education purposes.  

 

The corporation is formed, as a nonprofit social enterprise, for the following purposes:  

A) To develop and support the environmentally sound and socially equitable community 

based activities and businesses which are offshoots of the work of the Engaged 

University at the University of Maryland, College Park.  

B) To engage in related educational and other lawful activity which may hereafter be 

authorized by the Board of Directors; provided, however, that the purposes for which the 

corporation is formed shall at all times be consistent with Section 501(c)(3) of the 

Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code. 

ARTICLE II — MEMBERSHIP  

 

Section 1 — Membership: Membership shall consist of the board of directors.  

 

ARTICLE III — BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

 

Section 1 — Board role, size, and compensation: The board is responsible for overall 

policy and direction of the association, and delegates responsibility of day-to-day 

operations to the staff and committees.  

 

The board shall have up to 20, but not fewer than 6 members. The board receives no 

compensation other than reasonable expenses.  

 

Section 2 — Terms: All board members shall serve two-year terms, but are eligible for re-

election for up to five consecutive terms.  

 

Section 3— Meetings and notice: The board shall meet at least quarterly, at an agreed 

upon time and place. An official board meeting requires that each board member have 



written notice at least two weeks in advance.  

 

Section 4— Board elections: During the last quarter of each fiscal year of the corporation, 

the board of directors shall elect Directors to replace those whose terms will expire at the 

end of the fiscal year. This election shall take place during a regular meeting of the 

directors, called in accordance with the provisions of these bylaws.  

 

Section 5 — Election procedures: New directors shall be elected by a majority of 

directors present at such a meeting, provided there is a quorum present. Directors so 

elected shall serve a term beginning on the first day of the next fiscal year.  

 

Section 6 — Quorum: A quorum must be attended by at least fifty percent of board 

members for business transactions to take place and motions to pass.  

 

Section 7 — Officers and Duties: There shall be five officers of the board, consisting of a 

chair, vice-chair, secretary, vice-secretary and treasurer. Their duties are as follows:  

 

   The chair shall convene regularly scheduled board meetings, shall preside or 

arrange for other members of the Executive Committee to preside at each meeting 

in the following order: vice-chair, secretary, treasurer.  

 

   The vice-chair shall chair committees on special subjects as designated by the 

board.  

 

   The secretary shall be responsible for keeping records of board actions, including 

overseeing the taking of minutes at all board meetings, sending out meeting 

announcements, distributing copies of minutes and the agenda to each board 

member, and assuring that corporate records are maintained. There shall also be a 

vice-secretary. 

 

   The treasurer shall make a report at each board meeting. The treasurer shall chair 

the finance committee, assist in the preparation of the budget, help develop 

fundraising plans, and make financial information available to board members 

and the public.  

 

Section 8 —Vacancies: When a vacancy on the board exists mid-term, the secretary must 

receive nominations for new members from present board members two weeks in 

advance of a board meeting. These nominations shall be sent out to board members with 

the regular board meeting announcement, to be voted upon at the next board meeting. 

These vacancies will be filled only to the end of the particular board member's term.  

 

Section 9 — Resignation, termination, and absences: Resignation from the board must be 

in writing and received by the secretary. A board members shall be terminated from the 

board due to excess absences, more than two unexcused absences from board meetings in 

a year. A board member may be removed for other reasons by a three-fourths vote of the 

remaining directors.  



Section 10 — Special meetings: Special meetings of the board shall be called upon the 

request of the chair, or one-third of the board. Notices of special meetings shall be sent 

out by the secretary to each board member at least two weeks in advance.  

 

ARTICLE IV— COMMITTEES  

 

Section 1 — Committee formation: The board may create committees as needed, such as 

fundraising, housing, public relations, data collection, etc. The board Chair appoints all 

committee chairs.  

 

Section 2 — Executive Committee: The five officers serve as the members of the 

Executive Committee. Except for the power to amend the articles of incorporation and 

bylaws, the Executive Committee shall have all the powers and authority of the board of 

directors in the intervals between meetings of the board of directors, and is subject to the 

direction and control of the full board.  

 

Section 3 — Finance Committee: The treasurer is the chair of the Finance Committee, 

which includes three other board members. The Finance Committee is responsible for 

developing and reviewing fiscal procedures, fundraising plan, and annual budget with 

staff and other board members. The board must approve the budget and all expenditures 

must be within budget. Any major change in the budget must be approved by the board or 

the Executive Committee. The fiscal year shall be the calendar year.  Annual reports are 

required to be submitted to the board showing income, expenditures, and pending 

income. The financial records of the organization are public information and shall be 

made available to board members and the public.  

 

ARTICLE V — DIRECTOR AND STAFF  

 

Section 1— Executive Director (CEO): The Executive Director (CEO) is hired by the 

board. The CEO has day-to-day responsibilities for the organization, including carrying 

out the organization’s goals and policies. The CEO will attend all board meetings, report 

on the progress of the organization, answer questions of the board members and carry out 

the duties described in the job description. The board can designate other duties as 

necessary. The CEO is a board member by virtue of her/his employment and her/his 

continuing membership is contingent upon that employment.  

 

ARTICLEVI — AMENDMENTS  

 

Section 1 —Amendments: These bylaws may be amended when necessary by two-thirds 

majority of the board of directors. Proposed amendments must be submitted to the 

secretary to be sent out with regular board announcements.  

 

CERTIFICATION  

 

These bylaws were approved at a meeting of the board of directors by a two-thirds 

majority vote on January 30, 2009.  



Name Term Occupation/Employer Demographic Info

Cherryl A. Clement, Board 

Chair

2020-2024 Training Professional, Virginia Department of 

Transportation and Yoga Coach

Trinidadian female

Margaret Morgan-Hubbard,

CEO

CEO, ECO City Farms Female

Kimberly Brown 2021-2025 Program Officer, Gates Foundation African American female

Xavier Brown 2020-2024 Black Dirt Collective Farmer and Planner, DC 

Department of Parks and Recreation

African American male

Benny Erez 2021-2025 Former Director of Urban Agriculture for ECO 

City Farms

Israeli male

Cynthia Gossage 2021-2025 Former Chair, Department of Nutrition and  

Hospitality, Prince Georges Community College

European American female

Viviana Lindo 2021-2025 Former Director of Community Education for 

ECO City Farms

Peruvian female

Dr. Dyann A. Waugh 2021-2025 Physician and Nutritionist, US Postal

Service

African American female
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OUR MISSION

WHOWE ARE
ECO City Farms is a nonprofit urban teaching and learning farm in Prince George’s County that
grows great food, farms and farmers in ways that protect, restore and sustain the natural
environment and the health of local communities. Working with area children, youth and adults,
ECO educates and trains the next generation of urban farmers and eaters.

OUR VISION
We envision a just, vigorous and sustainable food system in the Chesapeake foodshed with ample
fertile soil, quality environments, livable incomes and decent working conditions for farmers and
food workers, and nutritious high quality food for all.

WHAT WE DO
ECO City Farms grows nutrient-rich vegetables, herbs and fruit in places where good food is
scarce and sell it directly to community members through affordable weekly farm shares,
on-farm stands and at the Riverdale Park Farmers Market. We also increase the amount of good
and affordable food available by distributing sustainably grown produce from other small
farmers. We compost food waste, using natural processes and thousands of worms, to rebuild
healthy soil and restore the environment. We teach about nutrition and cooking to increase the
desire for good food and an understanding of its health benefits. We advocate for a revitalized
local and just food system, and partner with government, schools, other nonprofits, business and
others to improve life for all in our community.

WHO WE SERVE
ECO City Farms provides its working class inner beltway Prince George’s County and the
District of Columbia neighbors with with locally-grown, healthy and nutrient-rich vegetables and
herbs. We are a cornerstone of the Port Towns’ Community Health Partnership, a collaborative
effort to ensure that local area residents have full access to healthy food and enhanced
opportunities for active living. We are also part of Place Matters, a national effort that works to
eliminate racial and socioeconomic inequalities in health.



























Engaged Community Offshoots, Inc dba ECO City Farms FY2025 Budget
July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025
Foundation and Other Institutions  Total 

Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) 
Research and Education Grant

113,457$ 

Chesapeake Bay Trust Prince George’s County Stormwater Stewardship 
Award Program

13,490$ 

The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation (pending) 60,000$ 
Federal Government

   USDA Beginning Farmer Rancher Development Program 2022 175,000$ 
USDA Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production Grant (pending) 100,000$ 

State/Local Government
MDA Healthy Soils  $        20,000 

Prince George's County Council Non-Departmental FY2025 Grant 
(submitted LOI) 

 $        60,000 

Prince George's County Council Special Appropriations Grants (to apply)  $          6,000 

Prince George's County Executive FY25 Community Partnership Grant (to 
apply)

 $        10,000 

Town of Edmonston Composting and Food Waste Reduction Grant 22,520$ 
Earned Income (produce sales $20k and education fees inc PGCC $15k)  $        35,000 
Individual Contributions  $          3,000 
Corporate Contributions  $          2,000 
TOTAL BUDGETED INCOME  $     620,467 

EXPENSES  Total 
Salaries 269,080$ 
Payroll Taxes and Fringe Benefits 48,434$ 
Farm Related Expenses (production, maintenance, infrastructure 
supplies)

30,000$ 

Farm Utilities 20,000$ 
Educational Program and Community Engagement Expenses 40,000$ 

Education Contractors and Stipends 40,000$ 
Incubator Farm Expenses 10,000$ 

Organization Operation Expenses 5,000$ 
Office Rent 3,000$ 

Insurance 10,000$ 
Accountant Services 13,000$ 

TOTAL BUDGETED EXPENSES 488,514$ 
Net Income 131,953$      



July 2, 2024
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The Cothron Group

1540 International Pkwy

Suite 2000

Lake Mary FL 32746

Sandy Talbot

(407) 536-5326

Sandy@tcg-ip.com

Engaged Community Offshoots Inc. dba: Eco City Farms

6010 Taylor Rd.

Riverdale MD 20737
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● My name is Faidah and I am a Bladensburg high school student. I support ECO City
Farms’ project request. I support them because I like the cause that they want to do. I can
tell that their intentions are genuine from the time I’ve spent with eco city farms. I hope
you take this request into consideration and help them because they are very kind and
positive energy.

● Hi my name is Angeline Diaz and I'm a Bladensburg highschool student. I support ECO
city Farms’ project request because the things that are done over here are things that I
believe are great for the community. I also believe that being able to see eco city farms
and the things that are done here are really great ways to be knowledged in healthy
things.

● My name is Yaritzy and I'm a Bladensburg High school student. I support ECO City
Farms’ project request because they provide a good way to grow food. At first I didn't
even think about all of the harmful chemicals there are in my food until I went to ECO
City Farms. I’m currently helping out here in ECO City Farm and the foods they grow
are the most healthy and fresh ones. While being here at ECO City Farms I've seen how
many people in this community want to help out with ECO because the people here help
their community. I know with your help we can help out more communities and be a
stronger farm. Thank you for taking your time to read this letter.

● My name is Azzuri and I am a Bladensburg High School student but also a Bladensburg
resident. I support ECO City Farms’ project request because what they do is important
for the resident but also the community. They have a program that I’m in and have shown
nothing but positivity, kindness, and realness. They have shown that they want to help
and offer advice on eating much more healthier.

● My name is Kobe Cruz and I am a resident of Bladensburg and a student of Bladensburg
High School. I support ECO CIty Farms’ project request because they provide a program
that's a really great learning opportunity that can open many doors. I’d say that this
program has been really fun and has also helped me learn more and I think that others
should also be able to experience this program. I also think about the environmental
impact that they have and they provide healthy foods for people.

● My name is Floria Fonju and I am a Bladensburg High school student. I support ECO
City Farms’ project request. I support ECO City Farms’ project request because they feed
and give people fresh and healthy food. They create a program that will help kids during
the holidays. ECO City Farms provides healthy food for the community

● My name is Ava and I am a Bladensburg high school student. I support ECO City Farms’
request. My reason for why I support it is it can help fund our organization, as well it will
help with our community because what we have here at ECO city farms is beneficial to
the community. I feel as ECO is a really great organization and this opportunity will be
very appreciated.



● My name is Fidelia Fonju and I am a Bladensburg high school student. I support ECO
City Farms’ project because they supply fresh food items and it really helps people
around them.

● My name is Gabriela Ibarra and I am a Bladensburg high school student. I support ECO
City Farms’ project request. The reason for it is during my time at ECO city farms there
are very good people with kind hearts that truly love the environment. ECO city farms are
also really good because they hold programs that allow the new generation of
Bladensburg citizens the opportunity to learn more about the environment. Apart from
that it also allows students to learn teamwork while learning how to make healthy foods
with the produce grown on the farm.

● My name is Nikayla and I am a student at Bladensburg high school and I actually live on
the street (Upshur) by the town hall. As someone who lives in Bladensburg I do support
ECO City Farms’ project request. I’ve been in a 6-week summer internship and honestly
I learned so much and were not even halfway done with the program. To add ECO city
farms intentions are pure and honest because who doesn't want healthy CLEAN food on
their plate? They deserve this grant.


