
ORDINANCE No. 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BELLE ISLE, FLORIDA; AMENDING 

THE BELLE ISLE CODE OF ORDINANCES CONCERNING BOAT 

EQUIPMENT AND OPERATIONS BY AMENDING CHAPTER 34, CODE OF 

ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR  BOAT EQUIPMENT AND OPERATION, 

MINIMUM SAFETY EQUIPMENT, GENERAL OPERATION OF VESSELS, 

SPEED LIMITS, DELETING SECTION 34-37; PROVIDING FOR PERSONAL 

WATERCRAFT, SWIMMERS AND DIVERS, TAMPERING AND TRESPASS 

TO BOATS, BOATHOUSES, AND DOCKS, DAMAGE TO CHANNEL 

MARKERS, BUOYS, SIGNS OR SIGNALS, AND MUFFLING EQUIPMENT;  

PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Belle Isle, Florida, finds that it is in the interests of 

the health, safety, and welfare of the residents of Belle Isle and the general public that Chapter 34 of the 

City Code be amended to strengthen and modify the City’s regulations pertaining to the boat equipment 

and operations. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BELLE ISLE, FLORIDA: 

 

 SECTION 1.  Recitals.  The foregoing recitals are hereby ratified and confirmed as being true 

and correct and are hereby made a part of this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION 2. City Code Amendment.  Sections 34-34, 34-35, and 34-36 of the City Code are 

hereby amended,  section 34-37 is  hereby deleted, and new sections 34-37, 34-38, 34-39, 34-40, and 34-

41 are hereby created all as follows (words that are stricken out are deletions; words that are underlined 

are additions; provisions not referenced are not being modified). 

Sec. 34-34. Minimum Safety Equipment. 

(a) Generally. 

(1) All vessels shall carry the safety equipment required by F.S. § 327.50. Each person 

being towed by a vessel shall wear a Coast Guard-approved lifesaving device suitable for such use. 

Each child under the age of six (6) years who is a passenger in a boat shall wear a Coast Guard 

approved lifesaving device at all times.  

(2) Each person being towed by a boat shall wear a Coast Guard approved Type I, II or III 

lifesaving device suitable for such use. The provisions of this subsection (2) do not apply to a 

performer engaged in a professional exhibition or a person preparing to participate or participating in 

an official regatta, boat race, marine parade, tournament, or exhibition.  

(b) Class A motorboats. All Class A motorboats (those motorboats less than sixteen (16) feet 

in length) shall have the following safety and lighting equipment:  



 

(1)  Safety equipment:  

a. One (1) wearable lifesaving device in good and serviceable condition approved by 

the Coast Guard per each person aboard. Each person being towed by a motorboat shall wear 

a Coast Guard approved Type I, II or III lifesaving device suitable for such use. The 

provisions of this subsection 2. do not apply to a performer engaged in a professional 

exhibition or a person preparing to participate or participating in an official regatta, boat race, 

marine parade, tournament, or exhibition.  

b. One (1) oar or paddle. Personal watercraft are exempt from this provision.  

c. One (1) anchor and line in appropriate size and length. Personal watercraft are 

exempt from this provision.  

d. One (1) Coast Guard approved or Underwriters' Laboratory "Marine Type," Class 

B, Size I fire extinguisher. This is not required on boats propelled by outboard motor and not 

carrying passengers for hire, if the motorboat is of open construction.  

 

(2) Lighting requirements. Between sunset and sunrise the following lights shall be required:  

a. One (1) white light aft, such light not to be obstructed by any part of the vessel so 

as to be visible in all directions.  

b. One (1) combination red and green light on fore part of boat showing green to 

starboard (right) and red to port (left), so fixed as to show the light from dead ahead to ten 

(10) points off the beam on their respective sides.  

c. Any boat may carry and exhibit the lights required by the International Regulations 

for Preventing Collisions at Sea in lieu of the lights prescribed in this section.  

 

(c) Class I Motorboats. All Class I motorboats (motorboats sixteen (16) feet or greater in 

length) shall have the following safety and lighting equipment:  

 

(1) Safety equipment:  

a. One (1) wearable lifesaving device in good serviceable condition, approved by the 

Coast Guard for each person on board and one (1) Coast Guard approved throwable flotation 

device in each boat. Each person being towed by a motorboat shall wear a Coast Guard 

approved Type I, II or III lifesaving device suitable for such use. The provisions of this 

subsection 2. do not apply to a performer engaged in a professional exhibition or a person 

preparing to participate or participating in an official regatta, boat race, marine parade, 

tournament, or exhibition.  

b. One (1) Coast Guard approved or Underwriters' Laboratory "Marine Type," Class 

B, Size I fire extinguisher. This is not required on boats propelled by an outboard motor and 

not carrying passengers for hire, if the motorboat is of open construction.  

c. One (1) anchor and line of appropriate size and length.  

d. One (1) hand- or power-operated whistle or horn capable of producing a blast of 

two-second duration and audible for a distance of one-half mile. 



  

(2)  Lighting requirements. Between sunset and sunrise the following lights shall be required:  

a. One (1) white light aft, such light not to be obstructed by any part of the vessel so 

as to be visible in all directions.  

b. One (1) combination red and green light on fore part of boat showing green to 

starboard (right) and red to port (left), so fixed as to show the light from dead ahead to ten 

(10) points off the beam on their respective sides.  

c. Any motorboat may carry and exhibit lights required by the International 

Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea in lieu of the lights prescribed in this section.  

 

 

(d) All boats—Night light. Between sunset and sunrise every boat or motorboat shall carry a 

lighting device capable of shining a white light around the horizon (three hundred sixty (360) degrees) 

and shall display such light in sufficient time as to avoid a collision with another vessel.  

 

(e) Same—Lifesaving devices. Every boat or motorboat shall be equipped with at least one (1) 

adequate wearable lifesaving device for every occupant.  

Sec. 34-35. General Operation of Vessels.  

(b) No person shall operate any boat recklessly, overload any boat, indulge in any motorboat 

race, make sudden turns at excessive speed, follow too closely to other boats, or operate any boat in 

such a way that it may endanger other boats, life or property. 

 

(b)(c) Occupants to remain seated. All motorboat operators shall sit within the confines of the 

vessel and shall require that their passengers do likewise. Bowriding and gunwale riding are strictly 

prohibited.  

 

(c)(d) Damaging wake prohibited; canal and shoreline speed limits. Care shall be taken by the 

operators of all motorboats to prevent damage from their wash, bow wave or stern wave, or from 

objects towed by such vessels, to other vessels, docks, piers, shorelines and boathouses. Vessels and 

motorboats shall not create a wake while operating in a canal or within 100 feet of the shoreline, 

docks, piers or boathouses, or any other object arising from the water (excluding ski jumps or slalom 

courses) except when picking up or dropping off a water skier. The one hundred-foot distance shall be 

measured from the boat, motorboat or personal watercraft itself or from any extension thereof, 

including but not limited to, a skier, aquaplane or other device being towed. Vessels being operated in 

canals shall not operate at more than five miles per hour unless a higher speed is posted.  

 

(d)(e) Direction of towing vessels. All vessels and motorboats towing water skiers, aquaplanes 

or other devices shall operate in a counterclockwise direction on the waterway, whenever possible. 

Sec. 34-36. - Speed Limits. 

(a). The City Council may, by resolution, impose a speed limit on any waterway when it is 

determined that a speed limit is necessary to protect the health, safety and general welfare of the citizens 



of the City. Such speed limit shall be lawfully posted in or near the waterway in a location to be visible to 

the public. The speed limit for watercraft on the waterway shall be 50 miles per hour. Such speed limit 

shall be lawfully posted in or near the waterway in a location visible to the public. The term "watercraft," 

for purposes of this section, shall include motorboats, seaplanes, and any and all other craft which are 

propelled or powered by any internal or external combustion engine or motor. 

 

 

Sec. 34-37. - Wake regulations. 

(a) During States of Emergencies for natural disasters that create navigation hazards (i.e., 

hurricanes and other destructive forces) Findings. The the City Council of the City of Belle Isle, Florida 

makes the following findings: 

(1)The prudent and safe operation of boats, vessels, and watercraft is essential to protect 

the public health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Belle Isle. 

(2) An Idle Speed, No Wake Zone in the Conway Chain of Lakes is necessary to avoid 

hazards to persons and damage to property resulting from boats, vessels, and watercraft traveling 

at excessive speeds. 

(3) The City Council is empowered to perform public work and take whatever prudent 

action is necessary to ensure the health, safety, and welfare of the community under Section 

252.38(5)(a) of the Florida Statutes, and  

(4) The City Council is empowered to regulate the speed and wake of boats, vessels, and 

watercraft under 252.38(5)(a) of the Florida Statutes. 

(b) The Belle Isle Police Department is empowered to impose penalties under 252.50 for violations of 

the regulated the speed and wake of boats, vessels, and watercraft under 252.38(5)(a) of the Florida 

Statutes. 

 

(c)  Definitions 

Boat, Vessel, or Watercraft  means any vessel being propelled or powered by machinery, 

including but not limited to personal watercraft 

 

“Idle Speed, No Wake Zone means an area of a waterway, in this instance the Conway 

Chain of Lakes, in which a boat, vessel, or watercraft cannot proceed at a speed greater than that 

specified by the Idle Speed, No Wake Zone definition in State Rule Chapter 68D-24.002 

Idle Speed, No Wake Zone indicates a boating restricted area, in this instance the Conway Chain 

of Lakes that has been established to protect the safety of the public. Idle Speed, No Wake Zone” 

means that a boat, vessel, or watercraft cannot proceed at a speed greater than that speed which is 

necessary to maintain Steerageway (Florida Administrative Code, Chapter 68D-24.002) 

 

Person means an individual, partnership, firm, corporation, or other entity. 

 

Steerageway means the minimum rate of motion required for the helm of the vessel to 

have effect. 

 



Wake means all changes in the vertical height of the water surface caused by the passage 

of a boat, vessel, or watercraft, including but not limited to a vessel’s bow wake, stern wake, and 

propeller wash. 

 

(d) Prohibition.  It shall be unlawful for any Person in physical control of a boat, vessel, or 

watercraft in the Idle Speed, No Wake Zone to operate the vessel in violation of the Idle Speed, No wake 

Zone within 500 feet of any boat ramp, hoist, marine railway, shoreline, or other launching or landing 

facility available for use by the general boating public; within 300 feet of a confluence of water bodies 

presenting a blind corner, a bend in a narrow channel or fairway, or such other area if an intervening 

obstruction to visibility may obscure other vessels or other users of the waterway, and hazardous water 

levels or currents, or containing other navigational hazards. 

(e) Exemptions.  The restrictions created by this Ordinance shall not apply to a vessel of a federal, 

state, county, or City of Belle isle agency while operated by an officer, employee, or agent thereof who is 

engaged in law enforcement or other necessary city or governmental activity. Further, the restrictions 

created by this Ordinance, shall not apply to vessels operated under emergency conditions during a 

legitimate emergency. 

 

Section 34-38 – Slow Speed Minimum Wake Zones Established.  

(a) Slow Speed and Slow Speed Minimum Wake Zones.  

(1) Pursuant to Florida Administrative Code Chapter 68D-23.103, “Slow Speed” and 

“Slow Speed Minimum Wake” may be used interchangeably, and means that a vessel must be 

fully off plane and completely settled into the water and the vessel must then proceed at a speed 

which is reasonable and prudent under the prevailing circumstances so as to avoid the creation of 

an excessive wake or other hazardous condition which endangers or is likely to endanger other 

vessels or other persons using the waterway. At no time is any vessel required to proceed so 

slowly that the operator is unable to maintain control over the vessel or any other vessel or object 

that it has under tow. A vessel that is:  

a. Operating on plane is not proceeding at this speed;  

b. In the process of coming off plane and settling into the water or coming up onto plane 

is not proceeding at this speed;  

c. Operating at a speed that creates a wake which unreasonably or unnecessarily 

endangers other vessels or other persons using the waterway, or is likely to do so, is not 

proceeding at this speed;  

d. Completely off plane and which has fully settled into the water and is proceeding at a 

reasonable and prudent speed with little or no wake is proceeding at this speed 

(2) The following described waterways or portions of waterways are hereby established as Slow 

Speed Minimum Wake zones  within 300 feet of a confluence of water bodies presenting a blind 

corner and a bend in a narrow channel which causes an intervening obstruction to visibility and 

can obscure other vessels or other users of the “Narrows”.  The “Narrows” is subject to unsafe 

levels of vessel traffic congestion and this area has demonstrated through boating citations and 

other creditable data presents a significant risk of collision or a significant threat to boating 

safety:  

a. A boating safety zone from shoreline to shoreline, at the “Narrows” on Little Lake 

Conway, that extends 370 feet  from a point at the dock located at 2042 Gatlin Avenue, Orland, 



FL (which is at 28.49159837,-81.35309159,26.83308085); 353 feet from a point of land located 

at 2054 Gatlin Ave., Orlando, FL (which is at 28.49177057,-81.35270102,23.6994152); 355 feet 

from a dock located at 2062 Gatlin Ave., Orlando, FL  (which is at 28.49207672,-81.35238923); 

and 360 feet from a dock located at 4875 Murray Lee Lane, Orlando, FL (which is at 

28.49221826,-81.35217949) to a line drawn perpendicular to the waterway and to points of land 

located at 4908 Oak Island Road, Belle Isle, FL (which is at 28.49123343,-81.35176158), as 

depicted in the attached Exhibit A.  

b. A boating safety zone, along the shoreline on the Conway Chain of Lakes, 

incorporating one, continuous zone with no gaps, that begins at Venetian Boat Ramp 

(28.48156013,-81.3521391), continuing, in a clockwise direction with no gaps on Big Lake 

Conway and under the Nela Bridge, incorporating the Canoe/Kayak Trail  to the Warren Park 

Ramp, then continuing in a clockwise direction with no gaps on South Lake Conway 

(28.46175653,-81.34170848) to Perkins Ramp (28.45856914,-81.35330564) to Swann Beach 

(28.46017067,-81.35494271) to Delia Beach (28.46854215,-81.36023079) and under the Nela 

Bridge to La Belle Beach (28.47387299,-81.35906624) to Peninsular Beach (28.47078844,-

81.35555146) back to Venetian Ramp, located within the City of Belle and the Sea Plane Bases 

(Lake Conway North 80-30; 28.47831446,-81.3659345 and Lake Conway South 80-20: 

28.45473677,-81.34056525) as depicted in the attached Exhibit  B and Exhibit C, respectively. 

Sec. 34-39.  Personal watercraft. 

 (a) Personal watercraft under power shall keep at least three hundred (300) feet behind any 

boat towing a skier and shall stay clear of, by at least one hundred (100) feet, any vessel anchored or 

used for fishing or otherwise not under power. When a ski jump is in use, all personal watercraft shall 

stay clear of the area three hundred (300) feet on either side and five hundred (500) feet ahead of, and 

five hundred (500) feet behind, the ski jump.  

(b) Personal watercraft are prohibited on ski jumps not explicitly designated for their use.  

(c) No person shall create a wake while operating a personal watercraft within one hundred 

(100) feet of any persons in the water.  

(d) No person shall operate a personal watercraft while exceeding the manufacturer's 

recommended maximum weight or number of occupants.  

Sec. 34-40.  Swimmers and divers. 

(a) No person shall swim from the shore more than one hundred (100) feet unless 

accompanied by a boat or identified by a standard buoy and flag.  

(b) No person shall scuba or skin dive unless identified by a standard scuba or skin diving 

flag.  

Sec. 34-41.  Tampering, trespass to boats, boathouses, docks. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to molest, tamper with, damage, destroy, trespass upon or 

cast loose or set adrift any boat belonging to another, or to disturb, destroy, steal, take or carry away 

any of the contents, fixtures, motors or accessories of any boat belonging to another. It shall be 

unlawful to trespass upon or within boathouses or docks belonging to others.  

Sec. 34-42.  Damage to channel markers, buoys, signs, or signals. 



It shall be unlawful for any person to remove, damage or destroy any channel markers, buoys, 

speed limits signs or directional signals maintained by the City or county. Any person injuring or 

damaging any channel markers, buoys, bulkheads, docks or boathouses or involved in any collision or 

upset with any other craft shall report such incident as soon as possible.  

Sec. 34-43.  Muffling equipment. 

In order to minimize noise, boats, motorboats and personal watercraft shall utilize only factory-

issued muffling equipment.  

 

SECTION 3.  Codification.  This Ordinance shall be incorporated into the Belle Isle City Code. 

Any section, paragraph number, letter and/or any heading may be changed or modified as necessary 

to effectuate the foregoing. Grammatical, typographical and similar or like errors may be corrected, 

and additions, alterations, and omissions not affecting the construction or meaning of this ordinance and 

the City Code may be freely made. 

  

SECTION 4.  Severability.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, word or 

provision of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of 

competent jurisdiction, whether for substantive, procedural, or any other reason, such portion shall be 

deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of 

the remaining portions of this ordinance. 

 

SECTION 5.  Conflicts. In the event of a conflict or conflicts between this Ordinance and any 

other ordinance or provision of law, this Ordinance controls to the extent of the conflict, as allowable under 

the law.  

 

SECTION 6.  Effective date. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon 

adoption by the City Council of the City of Belle Isle, Florida. 


