
286.011 Public meetings and records; public inspection; criminal and civil penalties.— 

(1) All meetings of any board or commission of any state agency or authority or of any agency or 

authority of any county, municipal corporation, or political subdivision, except as otherwise provided in 

the Constitution, including meetings with or attended by any person elected to such board or 

commission, but who has not yet taken office, at which official acts are to be taken are declared to be 

public meetings open to the public at all times, and no resolution, rule, or formal action shall be 

considered binding except as taken or made at such meeting. The board or commission must provide 

reasonable notice of all such meetings. 

(2) The minutes of a meeting of any such board or commission of any such state agency or authority 

shall be promptly recorded, and such records shall be open to public inspection. The circuit courts of 

this state shall have jurisdiction to issue injunctions to enforce the purposes of this section upon 

application by any citizen of this state. 

(3)(a) Any public officer who violates any provision of this section is guilty of a noncriminal 

infraction, punishable by fine not exceeding $500. 

(b) Any person who is a member of a board or commission or of any state agency or authority of any 

county, municipal corporation, or political subdivision who knowingly violates the provisions of this 

section by attending a meeting not held in accordance with the provisions hereof is guilty of a 

misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 

(c) Conduct which occurs outside the state which would constitute a knowing violation of this 

section is a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 

(4) Whenever an action has been filed against any board or commission of any state agency or 

authority or any agency or authority of any county, municipal corporation, or political subdivision to 

enforce the provisions of this section or to invalidate the actions of any such board, commission, 

agency, or authority, which action was taken in violation of this section, and the court determines that 

the defendant or defendants to such action acted in violation of this section, the court shall assess a 

reasonable attorney’s fee against such agency, and may assess a reasonable attorney’s fee against the 

individual filing such an action if the court finds it was filed in bad faith or was frivolous. Any fees so 

assessed may be assessed against the individual member or members of such board or commission; 

provided, that in any case where the board or commission seeks the advice of its attorney and such 

advice is followed, no such fees shall be assessed against the individual member or members of the 

board or commission. However, this subsection shall not apply to a state attorney or his or her duly 

authorized assistants or any officer charged with enforcing the provisions of this section. 

(5) Whenever any board or commission of any state agency or authority or any agency or authority 

of any county, municipal corporation, or political subdivision appeals any court order which has found 

said board, commission, agency, or authority to have violated this section, and such order is affirmed, 

the court shall assess a reasonable attorney’s fee for the appeal against such board, commission, 
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agency, or authority. Any fees so assessed may be assessed against the individual member or members 

of such board or commission; provided, that in any case where the board or commission seeks the 

advice of its attorney and such advice is followed, no such fees shall be assessed against the individual 

member or members of the board or commission. 

(6) All persons subject to subsection (1) are prohibited from holding meetings at any facility or 

location which discriminates on the basis of sex, age, race, creed, color, origin, or economic status or 

which operates in such a manner as to unreasonably restrict public access to such a facility. 

(7) Whenever any member of any board or commission of any state agency or authority or any 

agency or authority of any county, municipal corporation, or political subdivision is charged with a 

violation of this section and is subsequently acquitted, the board or commission is authorized to 

reimburse said member for any portion of his or her reasonable attorney’s fees. 

 

 

111.07  Defense of civil actions against public officers, employees, or agents.--Any agency of the 

state, or any county, municipality, or political subdivision of the state, is authorized to provide an 

attorney to defend any civil action arising from a complaint for damages or injury suffered as a result 

of any act or omission of action of any of its officers, employees, or agents for an act or omission 

arising out of and in the scope of his or her employment or function, unless, in the case of a tort 

action, the officer, employee, or agent acted in bad faith, with malicious purpose, or in a manner 

exhibiting wanton and willful disregard of human rights, safety, or property. Defense of such civil 

action includes, but is not limited to, any civil rights lawsuit seeking relief personally against the 

officer, employee, or agent for an act or omission under color of state law, custom, or usage, wherein 

it is alleged that such officer, employee, or agent has deprived another person of rights secured under 

the Federal Constitution or laws. Legal representation of an officer, employee, or agent of a state 

agency may be provided by the Department of Legal Affairs. However, any attorney's fees paid from 

public funds for any officer, employee, or agent who is found to be personally liable by virtue of acting 

outside the scope of his or her employment, or was acting in bad faith, with malicious purpose, or in a 

manner exhibiting wanton and willful disregard of human rights, safety, or property, may be recovered 

by the state, county, municipality, or political subdivision in a civil action against such officer, 

employee, or agent. If any agency of the state or any county, municipality, or political subdivision of 

the state is authorized pursuant to this section to provide an attorney to defend a civil action arising 

from a complaint for damages or injury suffered as a result of any act or omission of action of any of its 

officers, employees, or agents and fails to provide such attorney, such agency, county, municipality, or 

political subdivision shall reimburse any such defendant who prevails in the action for court costs and 

reasonable attorney's fees. 


