
   

 

April 16, 2021 

Variance Application: 6814 Seminole Drive  

Applicant Request: PURSUANT TO BELLE ISLE CODE SEC. 50-102 (B) (5), SEC. 50-102 (B) (16) 
AND SEC. 42-64, THE BOARD SHALL CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION ON A REQUESTED VARIANCE 
TO PLACE DECORATIVE COLUMNS WITH A GATE IN THE FRONT YARD OF A RESIDENTIAL 
PROPERTY, SUBMITTED BY THE PROPERTY OWNER, CHRIS GEORGE, AT 6814 SEMINOLE DRIVE, 
BELLE ISLE, FL 32812 ALSO KNOWN AS PARCEL # 29-23-30-4389-02-031. 

Existing Zoning/Use: R-2/ single-family home 

This variance application seeks a variance from Sec. 50-102 (b) (5) (a) to allow decorative columns 
and an optional gate in the front yard of the property.  

Security and safety are a concern due to trespassing and other criminal activity that has taken 
place on adjacent property. The applicant has provided information supporting the variance 
request with additional information about the security and safety issues encountered. Please see 
this information enclosed with this agenda item packet. 

The board in granting an application for the variance may consider as justifying criteria, the 
following from Sec. 50-102 (b) (16): 

1. A difference in grade between the property upon which the fence will be installed and the 
immediately adjacent property; 

2. The height or construction materials of already existing abutting walls or fences; and/or 

3. Conditions existing upon or occupational use of adjacent property creating an exceptional 
privacy or security need of applicant. 

The requirements of Sec. 42-64 (1) except for subsections 42-64 (1) (d) and (1) (f) shall otherwise 
be met. 

Staff Recommendation 

Based on the applicant’s identification that security and safety are concerns, staff recommends 
approval of the requested variance. This is consistent with meeting the criteria established in Sec. 
50-102 (b) (16) (3) which the Board may consider as justifying criteria according to the code. 

Additional Notes 

Please note that the Board may approve the proposed variance application as it is presented to 
them, approve with specific conditions, continue the application if additional information is being 
requested for consideration, or deny the application, citing which variance criteria are not met. A 
decision by the Board may be appealed by an aggrieved person to the City Council pursuant to 
Code Sec. 42-71. 
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P&Z Board Meeting – April 27, 2021 

 

ITEM 4(c) 
M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: Planning and Zoning Board 

DATE: April 27, 2021 

Public Hearing Case #2021-04-005- Pursuant to Belle Isle Code Sec. 50-102 (b) (5), Sec. 50-102 (b) (16) and 

Sec. 42-64, the Board shall consider and take action on a requested variance to place decorative columns 

with a gate in the front yard of a residential property, submitted by the property owner, Chris George, at 

6814 Seminole Drive, Belle Isle, FL 32812 also known as Parcel # 29-23-30-4389-02-031. 

 
Background:  
1. On April 1, 2021, the applicant, Chris George, submitted a request, application, and required 

paperwork. 
2. A Notice of Public Hearing legal advertisement was placed on Saturday, March 13, 2021, in Orlando 

Sentinel. 
3. Letters to the abutting property owners within 300 feet of the subject property were mailed on April 

15, 2021. 
 

The Board may adopt all, some, or none of these determinations as part of their findings-of-fact. The Board may 

also add any additional findings-of-fact that are presented at the public hearing.  The Board will need to determine 

if the criteria set forth in Chapter 42, Article III, Section 42-64(1) of the Land Development Code have been met 

and approve, approve with conditions, or deny this request. 

SAMPLE MOTION TO APPROVE: 

"I move, pursuant to Belle Isle Code Sec 50-102 (b) (5), Sec 50-102 (b) (16) 

and Sec 42-64 of the Belle Isle Land Development Code having been met TO 

APPROVE decorative columns with a gate in the front yard of a residential 

property, submitted by the property owner, Chris George, at 6814 Seminole 

Drive, Belle Isle, FL 32812 also known as Parcel # 29-23-30-4389-02-031 

SAMPLE MOTION TO DENY: 

"I move, pursuant to Belle Isle Code Sec 50-102 (b) (5), Sec 50-102 (b) (16) 

and Sec 42-64, the justifying criteria of the Belle Isle Land Development 

Code, having NOT been met; [use only if NONE of the justifying criteria 

have been met] the requirements of, Subsections:   [STATE ONLY THE 

SUBSECTIONS BELOW THAT ARE NOT SATISFIED] having NOT been met; [may be used 

in addition to above or alone] TO DENY decorative columns with a gate in 

the front yard of a residential property, submitted by the property owner, 

Chris George, at 6814 Seminole Drive, Belle Isle, FL 32812 also known as 

Parcel # 29-23-30-4389-02-031 

 

SUBSECTION (D), a literal enforcement of the 

provisions of the zoning ordinances would result in 

unnecessary hardship and that said hardship is 

created by special conditions and circumstances 

peculiar to the land, structure or building involved, 

including but not limited to dimensions, 

topography or soil conditions. 

 

SUBSECTION (E), personal hardship is not being 

considered as grounds for a variance since the 

variance will continue to affect the character of the 

neighborhood after title to the property has passed 

and that the special conditions and circumstances 

were not created in order to circumvent the Code 

or for the purpose of obtaining a variance. 

SUBSECTION (F), the variance is the minimum 

variance that will make possible the reasonable use 

of the land, building or structure. 

SUBSECTION (G), the granting of the variance will 

be in harmony with the general purpose and intent 

of the Code, will not be injurious to the 

neighborhood, will not be detrimental to the public 

welfare, and will not be contrary to the public 

interest. 
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April 16, 2021 

Variance Application: 6820 Seminole Drive  

Applicant Request: PURSUANT TO BELLE ISLE CODE SEC. 50-102 (B) (5), SEC. 50-102 (B) (16) 
AND SEC. 42-64, THE BOARD SHALL CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION ON A REQUESTED VARIANCE 
TO PLACE DECORATIVE COLUMNS WITH A GATE IN THE FRONT YARD OF A RESIDENTIAL 
PROPERTY, SUBMITTED BY THE PROPERTY OWNER, 6806 SEMINOLE LLC, AT 6820 SEMINOLE 
DRIVE, BELLE ISLE, FL 32812 ALSO KNOWN AS PARCEL # 29-23-30-4389-02-040. 

Existing Zoning/Use: R-1-AA/ single-family home 

This variance application seeks a variance from Sec. 50-102 (b) (5) (a) to allow decorative columns 
and an optional gate in the front yard of the property.  

Security and safety are a concern due to trespassing and other criminal activity that has taken 
place on adjacent property. The applicant has provided information supporting the variance 
request with additional information about the security and safety issues encountered. Please see 
this information enclosed with this agenda item packet. 

The board in granting an application for the variance may consider as justifying criteria, the 
following from Sec. 50-102 (b) (16): 

1. A difference in grade between the property upon which the fence will be installed and the 
immediately adjacent property; 

2. The height or construction materials of already existing abutting walls or fences; and/or 

3. Conditions existing upon or occupational use of adjacent property creating an exceptional 
privacy or security need of applicant. 

The requirements of Sec. 42-64 (1) except for subsections 42-64 (1) (d) and (1) (f) shall otherwise 
be met. 

Staff Recommendation 

Based on the applicant’s identification that security and safety are concerns, staff recommends 
approval of the requested variance. This is consistent with meeting the criteria established in Sec. 
50-102 (b) (16) (3) which the Board may consider as justifying criteria according to the code. 

Additional Notes 

Please note that the Board may approve the proposed variance application as it is presented to 
them, approve with specific conditions, continue the application if additional information is being 
requested for consideration, or deny the application, citing which variance criteria are not met. A 
decision by the Board may be appealed by an aggrieved person to the City Council pursuant to 
Code Sec. 42-71. 
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P&Z Board Meeting – April 27, 2021 

 

ITEM 4(d) 
M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: Planning and Zoning Board 

DATE: April 27, 2021 

Public Hearing Case #2021-04-003- Pursuant to Belle Isle Code Sec. 50-102 (b) (5), Sec. 50-102 (b) (16) and 

Sec. 42-64, the Board shall consider and take action on a requested variance to place decorative columns 

with a gate in the front yard of a residential property, submitted by the property owner, 6806 Seminole 

LLC, at 6820 Seminole Drive, Belle Isle, FL 32812 also known as Parcel # 29-23-30-4389-02-040. 

 
Background:  
1. On April 1, 2021, the applicant, Chris Comins, submitted a request, application, and required 

paperwork. 
2. A Notice of Public Hearing legal advertisement was placed on Saturday, March 13, 2021, in Orlando 

Sentinel. 
3. Letters to the abutting property owners within 300 feet of the subject property were mailed on April 

15, 2021. 
 

The Board may adopt all, some, or none of these determinations as part of their findings-of-fact. The Board may 

also add any additional findings-of-fact that are presented at the public hearing.  The Board will need to determine 

if the criteria set forth in Chapter 42, Article III, Section 42-64(1) of the Land Development Code have been met 

and approve, approve with conditions, or deny this request. 

SAMPLE MOTION TO APPROVE: 

"I move, pursuant to Belle Isle Code Sec 50-102 (b) (5), Sec 50-102 (b) (16) 

and Sec 42-64 of the Belle Isle Land Development Code having been met TO 

APPROVE decorative columns with a gate in the front yard of a residential 

property, submitted by the property owner, 6806 Seminole LLC, at 6820 

Seminole Drive, Belle Isle, FL 32812 also known as Parcel # 29-23-30-4389-

02-040. 

SAMPLE MOTION TO DENY: 

"I move, pursuant to Belle Isle Code Sec 50-102 (b) (5), Sec 50-102 (b) (16) 

and Sec 42-64, the justifying criteria of the Belle Isle Land Development 

Code, having NOT been met; [use only if NONE of the justifying criteria 

have been met] the requirements of, Subsections: [STATE ONLY THE SUBSECTIONS 

BELOW THAT ARE NOT SATISFIED] having NOT been met; [may be used in addition 

to above or alone] TO DENY decorative columns with a gate in the front 

yard of a residential property, submitted by the property owner, 6806 

Seminole LLC, at 6820 Seminole Drive, Belle Isle, FL 32812 also known as 

Parcel # 29-23-30-4389-02-040. 

 

SUBSECTION (D), a literal enforcement of the 

provisions of the zoning ordinances would result in 

unnecessary hardship and that said hardship is 

created by special conditions and circumstances 

peculiar to the land, structure or building involved, 

including but not limited to dimensions, 

topography or soil conditions. 

 

SUBSECTION (E), personal hardship is not being 

considered as grounds for a variance since the 

variance will continue to affect the character of the 

neighborhood after title to the property has passed 

and that the special conditions and circumstances 

were not created in order to circumvent the Code 

or for the purpose of obtaining a variance. 

SUBSECTION (F), the variance is the minimum 

variance that will make possible the reasonable use 

of the land, building or structure. 

SUBSECTION (G), the granting of the variance will 

be in harmony with the general purpose and intent 

of the Code, will not be injurious to the 

neighborhood, will not be detrimental to the public 

welfare, and will not be contrary to the public 

interest. 
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