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City of Bel Aire 
 

STAFF REPORT 

 
DATE: 09/03/2026 
 
TO: Bel Aire Planning Commission 
FROM: Paula Downs 
RE: Zoning Code Enforcement 
 
 
SUMMARY:  
 

 
This report provides an overview of the zoning code enforcement process and responds to 
Commissioner Sutherland’s request for discussion regarding enforcement steps, timing, 
responsible parties, and general historical enforcement information. 
 
 
Current Discussion 
 
Commissioner Sutherland requested time on the September 10, 2026, Planning 
Commission agenda to review and discuss the City’s zoning violation enforcement process. 
Clarifying this agenda item resulted in two primary questions: 
 

• What is the enforcement policy for zoning violations, including the steps taken, 
timelines involved, and staff roles? 

 
• What zoning violations have occurred over the past five years, and how were they 

resolved? 
 

The enforcement procedures for zoning regulations are established in Chapter 18 – 
Zoning Regulations, Article 3 – Administration and Enforcement. Relevant sections 
include: 
 

• 18.3.4 – Violations of These Regulations 
 

• 18.3.5 – Enforcement  
 

o Outlines the responsibility of the Zoning Administrator, Building Inspector, or 
designee to serve as the enforcement officer and explains enforcement 
duties. 
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• 18.3.6 – Violation Enforcement Procedures  
 

o Includes processes for written notices, expanding violations, and emergency 
abatement measures. 

 
• 18.3.7 – Violations of Prior Regulations 

 
• 18.3.8 – Civil and Administrative Remedies  

 
o Lists remedies such as withholding permits or approvals, revoking permits or 

plans, issuing stop-work notices, civil actions, cumulative remedies, and 
enforcement of floodplain violations. 

 
• 18.3.9 – Jurisdiction of Municipal Court 

 
These sections have been included in the agenda packet for Commissioner review. 
 
The Community Development Department does not maintain a standardized database 
of zoning violations. Instead, cases are handled individually. In most instances, property 
owners comply once requirements are communicated, and issues are resolved without 
progressing to formal enforcement procedures. 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
The zoning enforcement framework in Chapter 18 provides a clear and comprehensive 
structure for addressing violations, ensuring due process while promoting voluntary 
compliance. Although historical data is not centrally stored, staff experience indicates that 
most issues are resolved cooperatively before formal enforcement becomes necessary. 
The upcoming discussion will give Commissioners an opportunity to evaluate current 
practices, offer feedback, and consider whether additional guidance is needed.  
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