
ORDINANCE NO. 665-06-2024 
 

 
 

ORDINANCE ADOPTING REDISTRICTING OF WARD BOUNDARIES FOR THE 

CITY OF BAY ST. LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI 
 

 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Miss. Code Ann. §21-8-7, the City Council (“Council”) of the 

City of Bay St. Louis, Mississippi (“City”) is authorized to designate the geographical boundaries 

of wards for the City; 
 

WHEREAS, the data from the 2020 Census as provided to the City indicated that the 

variances among the wards of the City were not within the acceptable norm of the one-person, 

one-vote doctrine of the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United 

States Constitution; 
 

WHEREAS, the Council has utilized the services of counsel and a demographer to assist 

in the redistricting process; 
 

WHEREAS, the Council has worked to develop a plan for the redistricting of ward 

boundaries; 
 

WHEREAS, the Council has developed a  redistricting plan using the following criteria: 

(1) Wards should be drawn to be relatively equal in size and there should be less than a ten percent 

(10%) overall maximum deviation; (2) The redistricting plan shall comply with Section 2 of the 

Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended and all other applicable state and federal laws; (3) Each 

ward shall be contiguous; (4) Each ward shall follow natural geographical boundaries where 

possible; and (5) Incumbent Council members shall be separated into individual wards to the extent 

possible; 
 
 

 

plan; 
WHEREAS, on March 26, 2024, the Council held a public meeting to discuss the proposed 

 

WHEREAS, the Council  determines that the redistricting plan designated “City of Bay 

St. Louis RDP – Option 1A” as described and depicted in the attached  Exhibits “A” and “B” to 

this Ordinance, satisfies the adopted redistricting criteria and complies with all state and federal 

laws, and should therefore be immediately adopted and become effective upon publication as set 

forth in Miss. Code Ann. §§ 21-13-11 and 21-17-19, to allow ample time for the updating of voter 

information by the appropriate officials, as each described below. 
 

IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDAINED by the Council as follows: 
 

Section 1. The Council of the City is hereby divided into six (6) wards with the new 

boundaries of the wards set forth in a map which accurately depicts the ward boundaries, attached 

hereto and incorporated herein by reference as Exhibit "A". 
 

Section 2. The pertinent 2020 Census population variance and population by race statistics 

of the wards described in the above-referenced map are contained in the table attached hereto as 

Exhibit "B" and incorporated herein by reference. 
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Section 3. This Ordinance shall be subject to the following provision:   All incumbent 

councilmen shall continue to serve until their present terms of office have expired and their 

successors have been duly qualified, elected, and take office. 
 

Section 4. The authorized officials shall proceed to alter precinct boundaries as needed to 

conform to the ward boundaries set forth herein and to revise the registration books and poll books 

of the City in such a manner as is necessary to change the registration books of the voting precincts 

affected thereby to be so changed as to conform to the change of ward boundaries and precincts 

and to contain only the names of qualified electors in the voting precincts as made by the change 

of boundaries and to reassign those registered voters whose wards are changed by this Ordinance 

and to notify such persons by United States Mail, postage pre-paid, of their reassignment as soon 

as practicable when accomplished. 
 

Section 5. This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force immediately after 30 days and 

the publication requirement set forth below is satisfied and shall be in force and supersede any 

prior ordinances of the Council regulating the same subject matter. 
 

Section 6. Pursuant to Miss. Code Ann. §§ 21-13-11 and 21-17-19, as amended, the City 

is hereby authorized and directed to publish and post this Ordinance as provided therein. A copy 

of this Ordinance, including the full exhibits depicting the ward boundaries are on file for 

inspection by the public in the City Clerk’s office during normal business hours. 
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After  being  reduced to  writing,  the  foregoing Ordinance  665-06-2024  was  read  and 

considered,   section   by   section,   and   then   as   a   whole,   whereupon   Council   Member 

                                                  moved for its adoption, and after a second by Council Member 

                                                , the following roll call vote was had: 
 

Council Member Doug Seal                           YEA/NAY 

Council Member Gene Hoffman                    YEA/NAY 

Council Member Jeffrey Reed                        YEA/NAY 

Council Member Kyle Lewis                         YEA/NAY 

Council Member Buddy Zimmerman            YEA/NAY 

Council Member Josh DeSalvo                      YEA/NAY 

Council Member Gary Knoblock                    YEA/NAY 
 

 
 

Passed by the City Council of the City of Bay Saint Louis on the          day of    

2024. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 

 
I, Michael Reso, City Clerk for the City of Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi, do hereby certify 

that the foregoing Ordinance 665-06-2024 was approved and adopted in the public meeting of the 

City Council held on                                        ,2024, a quorum being present, in the City Council 

Conference Chambers and to be recorded in the Minute Books, said Council being the duly elected, 

qualified, and acting governing body of Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi. 

 
Presented by me to the Mayor on this, the      day of                                      2024. 

 

 
 

Michael Reso, City Clerk 
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EXHIBIT A 

PROPOSED MAP 
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OVERLAY OF PROPOSED MAP TO EXISTING MAP 



EXHIBIT B 

 

 
 


