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ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDIANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BAY CITY, TEXAS
AMENDING THE CITY OF BAY CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES CHAPTER 22 BUILDINGS
AND BUILDING REGULATIONS BY AMENDING ARTICLE I TITLED IN GENERAL,
ARTICLE II TITLED RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS, ARTICLE III TITLED BUILDING CODE,
ARTICLE IV TITLED ELECTRICAL CODE, ARTICLE V TITLED PLUMBING AND GAS,
ARTICLE VI TITLED MECHANICAL CODE, ARTICLE VII TITLED HOUSING CODE,
ARTICLE VIII TITLED ENERGY EFFICIENCY STANDARDS, ARTICLE X TITLED HOUSE
MOVING AND ADDING ARTICLE XII TO BE TITLED SIGNS; PROVIDING FOR A
CUMULATIVE & CONFLICTS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE;
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Section 2.02 of the City’s Charter permits the City to pass and enforce ordinances,
not inconsistent with the Charter and State law, upon any subject expedient for the life; general
welfare; health; morals; comfort; safety; amusement; quiet; prosperity; and convenience of the
City, its inhabitants, and property; and may provide suitable penalties for the violations of any
ordinance;

WHEREAS, Chapter 22 of the City’s Municipal Code of Ordinances regulates buildings and
building regulations; and

WHEREAS, the City reviews the building regulations and applicable International Building Codes
on an annual basis and updates and revises its building code ordinances; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that the safety, health and welfare of the citizens and
general public require amendments to Chapter 22 of the Code of Ordinances to adjust, update and
revise the City’s buildings and building regulations; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BAY
CITY, TEXAS THAT:

Section 1. Findings. The foregoing recitals are hereby found to be true and correct and are hereby
adopted by the City Council and made a part hereof for all purposes and findings of fact.

Section 2. Amendments to Municipal Code of Ordinances. The City of Bay City’s Municipal
Code of Ordinances, Chapter 22 (entitled “Buildings and Building Regulations™), Article I
(entitled “In General”), Article II (entitled “Residential Buildings”), Article III (entitled “Building
Code”), Article IV (entitled “Electrical Code”), Article V (entitled “Plumbing and Gas”), Article
VI (entitled “Mechanical Code”), Article VII (entitled “Housing Code”), Article VIII (entitled
“Energy Efficiency Standards”), Article X (entitled “House Moving”), and adding Article XII (to
be titled “Signs”) are amended by adding language that is underlined (underlined) and deleting
language that is stricken (strieken) as follows:
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Chapter 22 BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS!

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL - { Formatted: Left

Sec. 22-1. Appeals.

Appeals of any provision of this chapter shall be pursuant to the process outlined in City of Bay City
Municipal Code of Ordinances, Chapter 2, Article VII, Division 2, Variance Committee.section 2-267-

Sec. 22-2. New home construction program established.

Pursuant to V.T.C.A., Local Government Code Ch. 380, the city council hereby establishes a program to
encourage new home construction as follows:
(1) Definitions.
Baseline taxes means the real property taxes for the property, or a platted lot that is included as part of

the property, before new home construction has occurred for calendar year 2013.

Development regulations means provisions of [the] city's Code of Ordinances and Unified Codes,
including but not limited to international building codes adopted by city, relevant to new home
construction.

Force majeure means an event beyond the reasonable control of a party obligated to perform an act or
take some action under this agreement including, but not limited to, acts of God, earthquake, fire,
explosion, war, civil insurrection, acts of the public enemy, act of civil or military authority, sabotage,
terrorism, floods, lightning, hurricanes, tornadoes, severe snow storms or utility disruption, strikes, and
lockouts.

Grant payments means city's rebate payments to new home builders in the amount of the annual
percentage of the increased taxes for new home construction on a platted lot.

New home builder means a company whose business is the construction of residential housing.

Increased taxes means the real property taxes on a property increased by the construction of a new
home, for any calendar year during the term of this agreement, less the baseline taxes.

Platted lot means a lot shown on exhibit "A" that has been platted in accordance with the city's
subdivision regulations.

MCAD means the Matagorda County Appraisal District.

New home construction means the construction of a new home, on a vacant platted lot, when such
construction is initiated on the speculation by new home builder that the new home will be sold.

Property means one or more platted lots that are described in exhibit "A."

!Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 1562, § 2, adopted December 17, 2015, set out provisions for use herein. At the editor's
discretion those provisions have been treated as repealing ch. 22, arts. II—IX, and enacting ch. 22, arts. II—X.
See Code Comparative Table for complete history of derivation.

Charter reference(s)—Authority to adopt codes of technical regulations, § 5.01.

State law reference(s)—Regulation of housing and other structures, V.T.C.A., Local Government Code § 214.001 et
seq.; authority to regulate buildings and construction, V.T.C.A., Local Government Code § 342.011 et seq.
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Real property improvements means improvements to real property for which MCAD assesses a value.

Real property taxes subject to grant means city's share of the ad valorem taxes assessed by the MCAD
on the value of property after the completion of new home construction has occurred less the baseline
taxes amount, for any calendar year during the term of this agreement.

Site built home means a home that is constructed or assembled on site with exterior walls made out of
brick, brick veneer, wood, or similar materials. The term does not include HUD approved manufactured
housing or modular housing.

Speculation means with a contract or other commitment that the new home will be purchased upon
completion.

Transferee means a third party to whom new home builder conveyed the right to receive a refund
under the provisions of this ordinance.

Value means the assessed value of real property above baseline value, for new home construction on a
platted lot, as determined by the MCAD. Value shall not include incomplete construction.

Project requirements.
a.  House and lot size.

1. The square footage of the air-conditioned living space shall be at least 1,400 square feet or
14 percent of the platted lot, whichever is greater.

2. The platted lot shall not exceed one acre.
b.  Description of property.

1.  Properties eligible for grant payments under this program must be platted and of such
configuration to allow new home construction in accordance with development
regulations.

c. Development and construction of new homes.

1. New home construction shall be site built construction.

2. New home construction must be plumbed for natural gas services.
d.  Services.

1. Development must include connection to city services of water, sewer, natural gas and
sanitation.

e.  Application.

1.  Application for this program must be submitted by the new home builder on a form
provided by the city.

2. Grant payment applications must be submitted by the new home builder or the transferee
on or before the last business day during the month of January of each year of eligibility.

3. Applications shall be reviewed by the mayor or the mayor's designee for administrative
completeness and compliance with the requirements of this section.

4, Notice of decisions shall be provided within 60 days of receipt of application.
5. Anappeal of an adverse decision shall follow the procedures in section 22-1.
f. Agreement.

1. If approved, new home builder shall be required to enter into the incentive program
agreement offered by the city.
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(3)

(4)

2. Failure or refusal to enter into the incentive program agreement offered by the city shall
result in termination of the application process and no grant payments shall be disbursed
to new home builder.

3. Arequest to confer the benefit of this program to a third party shall be submitted, in a
notarized statement signed by the authorized representative of the new home builder, for
approval of the transfer by the city.

Grant payment.

a.

Grant payments. New home builders in full compliance with the requirements of this program
may be eligible for grant payments as follows:

1.  Grant payments shall be made from the increased taxes incurred because of the
construction of a new home.

2. Subject to grant collected by city provided for each property on which the construction of a
new home has been completed as evidenced by issuance of a certificate of occupancy and
connection to water, sewer and natural gas services).

3. Grant requests must be made each year to maintain eligibility for the full three year

program.

Maximum grant period. The maximum grant period shall not exceed a duration of three years. The
three year period shall be cumulative of time period for new home builder and transferee.

a.

Special fund. [The] city will provide for the payment of grant payments to be made pursuant to a

separate agreement with an approved home builder. The city shall establish a separate fund at
city, or a subaccount of any existing fund or account in city treasury, into which the real property

taxes subject to grant received by city from a new home builder be deposited during the term of
the agreement with the homebuilder (the "special fund").

Funds not considered debt. Amounts payable under this program constitute economic
development funds under Art. lll, § 52-a, Texas Constitution, are not secured by a pledge of ad
valorem taxes or financed by the issuance of any bonds or other obligations payable from ad
valorem taxes of city, and therefore are not considered to be a constitutional debt of city.

(Ord. No. 1466, 7-25-2013; Ord. No. 1547, § 2, 8-27-2015)

Secs. 22-3—Authority to enforce.

including the International Building Code, International Existing Building Code, International Residential Code

International Mechanical Code, International Plumbing Code, International Fuel Gas Code, Internation Energy

Conservation Code, International Property Maintenance Code and National Electrical Code. The building official

shall also have the following powers and duties:

(1

Enforce the provisions of this article

(2

)

To enter any structure, building or premises to examine and inspect any building, mechanical, electrical or

3

)

other work therein, during all reasonable hours

To order utility service disconnected where improper or defective work exists or where construction or

(4

equipment has been installed without a permit as required herein; or in emergency cases

To order compliance with the provisions of this article where a change of occupancy occurs in a building

(5

which requires changes or alterations

To order all persons to cease and desist doing any work planned or performed without a permit and/or

where such work is in violation of this division

“. ‘{ Formatted: Header, Border: Top: (No border)

The City’s building official and inspectors shall have the authority to enforce all provisions of this article, <+ - — { Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5"
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(6) To levy fines for penalties as listed in Appendix B — Fee Schedule.

‘. ‘[Formatted: Block 1, Indent: Left: 0.5"

Secs. 22-4—Building Trade Codes Adopted.

In order to establish uniform rules, regulations and provisions for the placement, construction, enlargement,

alteration,

repair, moving, removal, conversion, demolition, occupancy, equipment, use, height, area and

maintenance of buildings, signs and structures, there is hereby adopted by the city the following building trade

codes:

(1)

2021 International Building Code, as amended with appendixes

(2)

2021 International Existing Building Code, as amended with appendixes

(3)

2021 International Residential Code, as amended with appendixes

(4)

2021 International Mechanical Code, as amended with appendixes

(5)

2021 International Plumbing code, as amended with appendixes

(6)

2021 International Fuel Gas Code, as amended with appendixes

(7)

2021 International Energy Conservation Code, as amended with appendixes

(8)

2021 International Property Maintenance Code, as amended with appendixes

(9)

2023 National Electrical Code, as amended

‘= ‘[Formatted: No bullets or numbering
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Each main residential, business, commercial and industrial building shall have placed on the front of « < N h ‘[Formatted: Font: 12 pt, Bold

the building an address in accordance with the International Building Code, Section 502 Building N ~[ Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.31", Hanging: 0.38"
Address. . - — S
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It shall be the duty and responsibility of all builders to place these numbers on new buildings or

properties.

It shall be the duty of the owners and occupants of every house or building used for residential, - - ‘[Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.31", Hanging: 0.38"

business, commerce or industry in the city to place and maintain the numbers on their buildings or
properties.

Secs. 22-6—Fees.

All fees required under this chapter are established in the City of Bay City Code of Ordinances Appendix B. A copy

of the schedule shall be on file with the city secretary and building official. A permit shall not be issued nor any

amendment made to a permit until all fees have been paid. The city council may waive permit fees for work being

performed by humanitarian or charitable organizations that work to provide people affordable housing.

Secs. 22-7—Inspections.

(1)

The building official or his designee may enter a building to perform any inspection under this chapter <« - - ‘[Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.31", Hanging: 0.31"

with the express consent of a person in control of the property or if a building is unsecured to the
extent that it could be entered by vagrants or other uninvited persons as a place of harborage or could
be entered or used by children.
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(2) If entry is refused, the building official is authorized to pursue recourse as provided by law, including all
rights and authority granted under the Vernon’s Ann. C.C.P. Article 18.05.

(3)  All medical gas piping inspections and required third party inspections are the financial responsibility of
the property owner or the property owner’s designee. Prior to the issuance of the certificate of
occupancy, reports for medical gas piping inspections and required third party inspections shall be
submitted to the city building official.

Secs. 22-8—Licensing and Registration of Contractors Required.

(a)  Building contractors and builders. It shall be the duty of every contractor or builder, who shall make
contracts for the erection, repair or demolition of buildings or structures for which a permit is required
within the city or outside of the city where the property and building or structure is or may be connected to
the city water and sewer system and every contractor or builder making such contracts and subletting the
same or any part thereof, to register with the city according to the following:

(1) A homeowner who constructs or repairs his own residence or other property owned and operated by
such owner is exempt from the registration provision of this article; however, any subcontractors must
be registered. To qualify, the homeowner must demonstrate that a homestead exemption is on file
with the County and complete the homeowner’s exemption affidavit at the time of permit issuance.

(2)  Each applicant for a contractor or builder registration shall provide such identification and information
as required by the building official to establish identities of owners, location and scope of business
operations.

(3) Upon the showing of incompetence or continued violations of this article the city council may revoke a
registration issued by the city.

(b)  Electricians.

(1) Registration required. It shall be unlawful for any person to perform electrical work within the city or
outside the city where the property is or may be connected to the city water and sewer system without
first registering with the city.

(2)  Personal residence exemption. A homeowner who performs electrical work within his personal
residence is exempt from the licensing provision of this article; however, any subcontractor must be
licensed. To qualify, the homeowner must demonstrate that a homestead exemption is on file with the
County and complete the homeowner’s exemption affidavit at the time of permit issuance.

(3) State and city license required. It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the business of
installing, maintaining, altering or repairing any wiring, fixtures or equipment used for the conduct of
electricity for which an electrical permit is required by the city, or for any person in any manner to
undertake such work unless such person is the holder of the appropriate electrician license as required
by the state and registered with the city.

(4)  Current registration and place of business required. Every electrical contractor must be currently
registered with the city as a master electrician. Every master electrician must have and maintain an
established place of business and shall have a listed telephone.

(5) Signs. It shall be unlawful for any person to falsely represent himself as a licensed electrician of any
class set forth in this article or to use the terms "electrical contractor," "master electrician," or words of
similar meaning on signs, cards, stationary or by any other manner whatsoever, unless said person is
properly licensed within the meaning of the terms used as provided in this article.

(6) Classification of electrical licenses. There shall be seven classes of licenses that shall be known as
follows:

a. Master electrician;




(7)

b. Limited master electrician—Signs;

[ Limited master electrician—Elevator;

d. Limited electrician—Governmental;

e. Maintenance electrician;

f. Journeyman electrician; and

g. Apprentice electrician.

Registration. Electrical contractors must present a current copy of their state electricians license and

(8)

must also show proof of insurance. All classifications of electricians must be registered with the city.

Revocation. Upon the showing of false information on the application, incompetence in performing

(9)

electrical work or continued violation of this article, such license may be revoked by the city council.

Licensed electrician to be on job site. During the actual work of installing, maintaining, altering or

(10)

repairing any electrical conductors or equipment for which a permit is required by ordinance, there
shall be present and in direct supervision a qualified electrician of the proper classification. It shall be
required that an electrician of the license classification of the first four grades listed in this article shall
be liable and responsible for layout and technical supervision of any work which requires the securing
of a permit, and a journeyman or higher classification grade electrician shall be in direct on the job
supervision of work carried on as specified herein; except in work falling under the classification of sign
or elevator, which work shall be directly supervised by the person holding such license or a master
electrician. A master electrician must be in direct on the job supervision of the installation of electrical
services for all new or add on installations of signs or elevators.

Display of license. Every holder of an electrician license shall carry his license card on his person at all

(11)

times while doing electrical work and shall produce and exhibit it when requested by a building official,
inspector, fire marshal, police officer or other official of the city.

Exemption from license requirements. The following classes of work may be carried out by persons who
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are not licensed electricians after a permit has been obtained:

a. Persons doing electrical work in and on property owned by them and used as their personal
residence. This does not include rental or lease property.

b.  The replacement of lamps and fuses, and the connection of portable devices to suitable
receptacles when receptacles have been permanently installed.

c. The installation, alteration or repair of electrical wiring, devices, appliances and equipment
installed by or for an electric public service company operating under a franchise from the city.

(c)  Plumbers.

(1)

It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the business of installing, maintaining, altering or

(2)

repairing any plumbing fixture, pipe or apparatus for which a plumbing permit is required by the city
unless such person is the holder of the appropriate plumbing license as required by the state board of
plumbing examiners. A homeowner who performs plumbing work within his personal residence is
exempt from the licensing provisions of this article; however, any subcontractor must be licensed. To
qualify, the homeowner must demonstrate that a homestead exemption is on file with the County and
complete the homeowner’s exemption affidavit at the time of permit issuance.

All plumbers who perform such work in the city or outside the city on property that is or may be

connected to the city water and sewer system shall register their license with the building official
before performing any work or obtaining a plumbing permit.

(d) Irrigators.
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(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the business of installing, maintaining, altering or
repairing any irrigation system within the city or outside the city on property that is or may be
connected to the city water and sewer system unless such person is the holder of the appropriate
plumbing license issued by the state board of plumbing examiners or the appropriate irrigator license
issued by the state natural resource conservation commission. A homeowner who performs irrigation
system work at his home is exempt from the licensing provisions of this article; however, any
subcontractor must be licensed. To qualify, the homeowner must demonstrate that a homestead
exemption is on file with the County and complete the homeowner’s exemption affidavit at the time of

permit issuance.

(2)  All persons who perform such work in the city or outside the city on property that is or may be
connected to the city water and sewer system shall register their license with the building official
before performing such work or obtaining a permit.

(e) Mechanical contractors.

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the business of installing, maintaining, altering or
repairing any mechanical system, fixture, piping, or apparatus for which a mechanical permit is
required within the city or outside the city in or on property that is connected or may be connected to
the city water and sewer systems unless such person is the holder of the appropriate air conditioning
and refrigeration contractor’s license as issued by the state department of licensing and regulation. A
homeowner who performs mechanical work within his personal residence is exempt from the licensing
provisions of this article; however, any subcontractor must be licensed. To qualify, the homeowner
must demonstrate that a homestead exemption is on file with the County and complete the
homeowner’s exemption affidavit at the time of permit issuance.

(2)  All persons who perform such work in the city or outside the city on property that is or may be
connected to the city water and sewer system shall register their license with the building official
before performing such work or obtaining a permit.

Secs. 22-9—Plan Review.

The building official may require building plans to be reviewed. Such costs will be the responsibility of the
contractor. If required, the following provisions apply:

(1) _Plan review fees are required to be paid in full after commencement of any plan review and before <+ - - ‘[Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.38", Hanging: 0.31"

issuance of the permit.

(2) _Plan review fees are scheduled in Appendix B — Fee Schedule. “~ | Formatted: Block 1, Indent: Left: 0.38", Hanging: 0.31",
Numbered + Level: 1 + Numbering Style: 1,2, 3, ... +
Start at: 1 + Alignment: Left + Aligned at: 0.25" +

Secs. 22-10—Stop Work Orders. Indent at: 0.5", Tab stops: 0.44", Left

Upon notice from the building official, work on any system that is being performed contrary to the - - ‘[Formatted: Tab stops: 05", Left + Not at 0.69"

provisions of this code or in a dangerous or unsafe manner shall immediately cease. Such notice shall be in writing
and shall be given to the owner of the property, or to the owner’s authorized agent, or to the person performing
the work. The notice shall state the conditions under which work is authorized to resume. Where an emergency
exists, the building official shall not be required to give a written notice prior to stopping the work.

Secs. 22-11—Violations.

Any person found guilty of a violation of any of the provisions of this chapter or neglecting or refusingto <« - - { Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5"

comply with any order or notice made pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, shall be punished as set forth in
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Section 1-16 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Bay City. Each day that a violation of this ordinance shall be
considered a separate violation.

. { Formatted: Block 1, Tab stops: 0.69", Left

Secs. 22-312—22-14. Reserved.
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Sec. 22-21. Residential code adopted by reference.

The International Residential Code;2045-Editien, as adopted in Sec. 22-4, prepared by the International Code
Council, a copy of which is authenticated by the signature of the mayor and city secretary and made a public

“. ‘{ Formatted: Header, Border: Top: (No border)
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record which is on file in the city secretary's office, is hereby adopted by reference as the residential building code
of the city as fully as if copied at length in this article.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-22. Amendments.

The International Residential Code, adopted in section 22-42% is hereby amended in the following respects:

Chapterd Scope-and-Administrati Deletechant
14 14 v 14

Section R112 Board of Appeals. Delete Chapter.

Section 2603.56.1. Building sewers that connect to private sewage disposal systems shall be a minimum of 12
inches below finished grade at the point of septic tank connection. Building sewers shall be a minimum of 12
inches below grade.

e

Section R105.2 (1) is deleted. “ { Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5"

Section R105.2(2) is hereby amended to read as follows: Fences not over 6 feet high.

Section R105.2(5) is hereby amended to read as follows: Sidewalks on private property outside of public
easements or rights-of-way.

Secs. 22-23—Accessory Structures.

(1) Accessory structures of any size are required to obtain a building permit.

(2) Accessory structures exceeding 250 square feet must demonstrate windstorm compliance.

(3) Accessory structures shall not be placed in easements or rights-of-way and must meet setback
requirements established in section 98-100.

(4) Accessory structures must be located at least ten (10) feet from any other building or structure on the
property.

(5) Accessory structures shall not be located closer to the front property line than the primary dwelling.

(6) Conex containers and other non-traditional structures are not permitted in residential areas unless the <= = = | Formatted: Block 1, Numbered + Level: 1 + Numbering
exterior design is compatible with the primary residence and has complementary wall materials, window Style: 1,2, 3, ... + Start at: 1 + Alignment: Left + Aligned
types, door & window trims, roofing material and roof pitch. Conex containers and other structures that at: 0.25" + Indent at: 0.5"

do not follow conventional construction methos as illustrated by the IBC will need to have a permanent
foundation or a ground anchoring system designed by a professional engineer, regardless of the size of
the structure.

“ ‘[Formatted: Indent: Left: 0"

Secs. 22-24—Accessory Dwelling Units.

(1) Definitions.

a. Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) is defined as a separate additional living unit, providing separate
complete independent living facilities for one or more persons, including permanent provisions
for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation, attached or detached from a primary
residential unit, on a legally platted single-family lot.
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b. Owner Occupancy means a property owner, as reflected in title records, makes his or her legal
residence at the site, as evidenced by voter registration, vehicle registration, or similar means.

(2) Design and Development Standards

a. Only one ADU shall be allowed per single-family residential lot.

b. A detached single-family dwelling must exist on the lot or will be constructed in conjunction with
the ADU. Accessory dwelling units are not permitted with any other type of housing units.

c. _The minimum lot size is 7,500 square feet.

d. The maximum floor area of the ADU shall not exceed 800 square feet. The floor area calculation
of the primary unit excludes garages. Existing structures that are adapted or renovated are
exempt from the unit size requirements.

e. The maximum height of an ADU shall not exceed the height of the primary dwelling unit.

f. Detached accessory dwelling units shall have a minimum rear yard setback of 10 feet; side yard
setback of 5 feet; and front yard setback the same as the primary unit. A detached accessory
dwelling unit must have at least a 10-foot separation from the primary dwelling. Existing
structures that are adapted or renovated are exempt from the setback requirements.

g. Attached accessory dwelling units shall meet the same minimum setbacks established in section
98-100.

h. The property owner must occupy either the primary dwelling unit or the ADU.

i.  Off-street parking shall be provided at a minimum of one space in addition to the spaces required
for the primary dwelling unit.

j.  Exterior design of accessory dwelling units shall be compatible with the primary residence and
have complementary wall materials, window types, door & window trims, roofing material and

roof pitch.

k. An ADU must be connected to the water and wastewater services of the primary dwelling unit <+ - - *[ Formatted

and may not have separate services. Separate metering of other utilities is allowed.

. ‘[Formatted: Block 1, Indent: Left: 0.5"

Secs. 22-25—Prefabricated living units.

Prefabricated living units (PLU) are defined as any residential structure up to 500 square feet built off site
and transported to site for installation and not regulated by the State of Texas installed on a permanent
foundation.

Permanent foundation is a foundation system with the following characteristics: it has reinforced
concrete components piers/slab/beam; the structure is attached to the foundation with the chassis; no ground
anchors are used in the install.

The owner of any PLU proposed to be installed within the city limits shall:
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(1) Submit plans and specifications of the PLU and proposed improvements signed and sealed by a Texas
licensed engineer showing the following prior to applying for a building permit:

a. Design and materials comply with the most current applicable building codes as adopted in Sec.
22-4 and meet wind code requirements.

b. PLU is installed on a permanent foundation.

c. _ Building service equipment complies with the requirements of this Code.

d. _Submit photographs of all four sides of exterior and interior, demonstrating the PLU is in good =~ + - - { Formatted

condition with minimal improvements required.

(2) The owner of the PLU shall make all necessary improvements to comply with this Code within 90 days “~ =~ 7 Formatted: Block 1, Numbered + Level: 1 + Numbering
from the date of placement. Extensions of such time, as deemed reasonable may be granted by the Style: 1,2, 3, ... + Startat: 1 + Alignment; Left + Aligned
building official upon a showing of delay caused by matters beyond control of the owner or house mover. at: 0.25" + Indent at: 0.5"

. { Formatted: Indent: Left: 0", First line: 0"

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015)

Secs. 22-23—22-47. Reserved.

ARTICLE Ill. BUILDING CODE

Sec. 22-48. Adopted by reference.

(a) The International Building Code, 2645-Editienadopted in section 22-4, prepared by the International Code
Council, a copy of which, authenticated by the signature of the mayor and the city secretary and made a
public record by this section, is on file in the city secretary's office, is hereby adopted by reference as the
building code of the city as fully as if copied at length in this article.

(b) The International Existing Building Code, 2015-Editieradopted in section 22-4, prepared by the International
Code Council, including appendix B, a copy of which, authenticated by the signature of the mayor and the
city secretary and made a public record by this section, is on file in the city secretary's office, is hereby
adopted by reference as the building code of the city as fully as if copied at length in this article.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015)

Sec. 22-49. Reserved.

Sec. 22-50. Amendments.

The International Building Code, adopted in section 22-448, is hereby amended and changed in the following
respects:

International Building Code, Appendix B Board of Appeals. Delete Chapter.

International Existing Building Code, Section 112 Mean of Appeals. Delete Chapter

%M‘ . } T T
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Chapter 16 is amended to read as follows:

1609.3. Basic wind speed.

—The basic

peed;

wind speed

in mph, for the determination of

wind loads in building design shall be such wind speed as required by the Texas Windstorm Insurance

Association, the Texas Department of Insurance or any of their successor agencies to comply with insurance

requirements for windstorm insurance.

1609.4.3. Exposure categories. Exposure factor C shall be used in the calculation of all wind loads.

Section 1609.10 is hereby created to read as follows:

A contractor or property owner who constructs any structure within the city limits shall provide the
following documentation, materials, and methods of construction for windstorm and hurricane protection:=

1609.10.1. Permit requirements. The building inspector shall be provided design documentation from a state
licensed engineer registered with the Texas Department of Insurance to perform windstorm inspections, for
construction, renovation, or modifications of all structures over 250 square feet, prior to release of permit.
The person, firm, or corporation responsible for permitting shall provide prior to final inspection approval a
copy of a Texas Department of Insurance (TDI) report certifying compliance with the current building

specifications of the Texas Windstorm Insurance Association (TWIA) Plan of Operation.

1609.10.2. Masonry wall ties. Masonry wall tie devices will be of galvanized or electroplated materials and

installed on 16-inch centers, vertically and horizontally.

“n { Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.38", Tab stops: 0.38", Left J

1609.10.3. Asphalt shingles. All asphalt shingles used in the city shall comply with ASTM D 3161 Class F, or <+ - - { Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.38" }

ASTM D 6381/UL 2390 Class G or H, or ASTM D 7158 Class G or H. Conformance with more than one

standard is not required.

1609.10.4. Securing outdoor mechanical equipment. All outdoor mechanical equipment and building

components shall be anchored against overturning, uplift, and sliding in a design wind event.

1609.10.5. Signs. All signs of any type exceeding 32 square feet in surface area.

Section 1612.3. To establish flood hazard areas, the applicable governing authority shall adopt a flood
hazard map and supporting data. The flood hazard map shall include, at a minimum, areas of special flood
hazard as identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in an engineering report entitled, "The
Flood Insurance Study for Bay City," dated January 1, 1997, as amended or revised with the accompanying
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood Boundary and Floodway Map (FBFM) and related supporting
data along with any revisions thereto. The adopted flood hazard map and supporting data are hereby

adopted by reference and declared to be part of this section.

e { Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.05" J
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Section 105.9.1 is hereby created and shall read as follows:

(a) All new construction and additions shall meet the setback requirements of section 98-100 of the
City of Bay City Code of Ordinances.

(b) No new construction or addition shall be located closer than 5 feet from the rear property line of
any lot.

. ‘[ Formatted: Indent: Left: 0", First line: 0"
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(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Secs. 22-51—22-73. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. ELECTRICAL CODE

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY

Sec. 22-74. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them
in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Apprentice electrician means any person who is licensed by the state as an apprentice electrician and is
engaged in the practical installation, alteration, or changing of electric wiring and apparatus under the direct,
constant, personal supervision and control of either a master electrician or a journeyman electrician.

Electric wiring and apparatus means all materials, devices, machinery, appliances, appurtenances or
conductors used in connection with the production of electric lights, heat or power or the transmission of electrical
signals.

Journeyman electrician means any person licensed by the state as a journeyman electrician.
Maintenance electrician means any person licensed by the state as a maintenance electrician.
Master electrician means any person licensed by the state as a master electrician.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-75. Compliance.

All electrical construction, all material and apparatus used in connection with electrical work, and the
operation of all electrical apparatus shall be done in conformity with the provisions of this article and the National
Electrical Code.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-76. Civil liability.

This article shall not be construed to relieve from or lessen the responsibility of any party owning, operating
or controlling any electric wiring, apparatus, devices, appliances, fixtures or equipment for damages to persons or
property used by any defect therein, nor shall the city be held as assuming any such liability by reason of the
inspection authorized herein or the certificates or approval issued as herein provided, or otherwise.

“. ‘[ Formatted: Header, Border: Top: (No border)
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(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-77. Existing contracts.

The terms of this article shall not be construed to operate against or upon any contract or contracts for the
installation, alteration or changes in electrical wiring or apparatus which may have been entered into under
existing ordinances, if the performance of the work under such contract or contracts has been undertaken and is
unfinished at the time of the taking effect of this article.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Secs. 22-78—22-105. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. ELECTRICAL INSPECTORS

Secs. 22-106, 22-107. Reserved.

Sec. 22-108. Electrical inspector restriction.

No electrical inspector shall be engaged in electrical contracting or repair work within the city, except as
allowed in section 22-134.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Secs. 22-109—22-133. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. LICENSING AND REGULATION OF ELECTRICIANS

Sec. 22-134. Homeowner's exemption.

Nothing in this article shall be construed so as to prevent a property owner from doing electrical work in a
building owned by him, to be occupied by him as a dwelling or home, of a two-family dwelling or single-family
dwelling type: provided that the property owner must actually perform the work and that no person other than
the property owner shall do any part of the work unless the other person is licensed in full compliance with all
provisions of this article; and further provided, that all work performed and material used shall meet the
requirements of this article and has the building official’s eity-inspeeters approval.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-135. Licensing of master and journeyman electricians.

(a) No person shall cause or allow any electric wiring or apparatus to be installed, altered or changed in any
building within the city unless the person doing all such work is licensed under the provisions of this article to
do that particular electric wiring and apparatus work.

(b)  Other than as provided in section 22-134, no person shall engage in the business of installing, altering or
changing of any electric wiring and apparatus within any building in the city, who does not hold a valid and
unexpired master electrician's license from the city or state, or a valid and unexpired journeyman
electrician's license from the city.
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(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-136. Regulation of maintenance electricians.

A maintenance electrician shall not install any extension to an existing electrical system.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015)

Sec. 22-137. Regulation of journeyman electricians.

No person shall work as a journeyman electrician in the city unless he is employed by and actually working
under the supervision and control of a person holding a valid and unexpired master electrician's license issued by
the state.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-138. Regulation of apprentice electricians.

An apprentice electrician shall only engage in electrical work in the city when employed by and working
under the supervision and control of one holding a valid and unexpired master electrician's license from the city
and when under the direct, constant, personal supervision and control of one holding a valid and unexpired master
electrician's license or journeyman electrician's license from the city. There shall not be more than two apprentice
electricians for each master electrician or journeyman electrician on a job at any one time.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Secs. 22-139—22-159. Reserved.

DIVISION 4. PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS

Sec. 22-160. Requirements; application; permit nontransferable.

(a) No alteration or change shall be made in the electric wiring or apparatus located within a building nor shall
any such electric wiring or apparatus be installed in any building without first securing from the permit clerk
a permit therefor, nor shall any change be made in any wiring or apparatus after inspection without notifying
an-eleetricalinspeeter-the building official and securing a new permit therefor.

(b) Before issuing a permit for the installation of any electric wiring or apparatus, or for the alteration of or
change in any electric wiring or apparatus, as provided in subsection (a), an application shall be filed with the
chief-electricalbinspecter building official, describing such installation, alteration or change to be made,
including the apparatus and material to be used. No permit shall be issued until such application shall have
been approved by an electrical inspector and the permit and inspection fees, provided for herein, shall have
been paid to the permit clerk. Permits shall be issued only when the application bears the true signature of
the master electrician or his authorized agent.

(c) No permit shall be required for the installation, maintenance or alteration of wiring, apparatus, devices,
appliances or equipment for telegraph, telephone, signal service or central station protective service used in
conveying signals or intelligence; provided, however, that a permit shall be required where electrical work is
done on the primary side of the source of power which has voltage over 50 volts and a wattage of more than
500 watts.
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(d)  No person shall transfer any electrical permit issued pursuant to the provisions of this givisienerdivision or
do any electrical work which is subject to the provisions of this article under any transferred electrical
permit. Any transfer of such a permit shall be void, and if any person allows the transfer of any such permit
or allows any electrical work which is subject to the provisions of this article to be done by any person other
than by the person to whom such permit is issued, such action shall be cause for revocation of their own
permits or licenses.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Secs. 22-161, 22-162. Reserved.

Sec. 22-163. Fees.

{a}——The holder of the master electrician's license, making or supervising any installation, alteration or change <« - - { Formatted: Indent: Left: 0", First line: 0"
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(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 ; Ord. No. 1625, 9-27-2018 )

Secs. 22-164—22-194. Reserved.

DIVISION 5. TECHNICAL STANDARDS

Sec. 22-195. Compliance.

No electrical materials, apparatus, devices, appliances, fixtures or equipment shall be installed in the city
unless they are in conformity with the provisions of this article, the statutes of the state and the rules and
regulations issued by the state under the authority of law.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-196. Standards adopted by reference.

The 2014-Edition-of-the-National Electrical Code as adopted in Sec. 22-4, and as recommended by the
National Fire Protection Association is hereby adopted by reference as if set out at length in this article and the
same shall be complied with in all electrical wiring, and in the construction, installation, repair, alteration,
operation and maintenance of electrical wiring, apparatus or fixtures, except insofar as they may conflict with the
provision of this article.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015)

Sec. 22-197. Reserved.
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Sec. 22-198. Wiring generally.

No wire smaller than number 12 shall be used, other than motor control wiring. All metal and non-metallic
conduit shall have a ground wire.

(Ord. No. 1620, § 1, 5-14-2018)

Sec. 22-199. Meter loop and interior feeder installations.

Meter loops and interior feeders shall be installed in rigid metal conduit, electrical metallic tubing or rigid
nonmetallic (PVC) conduit. Cable assemblies are not approved for meter loop or interior feeders.

Occupancies outlined in chapter 5 of the adopted National Electrical Code as being hazardous locations shall
comply with the requirements of chapter 5.

(Ord. No. 1620, § 1, 5-14-2018)

Sec. 22-200. Conductors.

All conductors on the load side of the power company service drop shall be copper material. No aluminum
conductors shall be permitted, with the exception of aerial.

(Ord. No. 1620, § 1, 5-14-2018 )

Sec. 22-201. Normal placement of meter cabinets and metering equipment.

The meter cabinets and electrical metering equipment through which service is rendered by the electric
public service company to domestic establishments and buildings combining domestic establishments with
commercial or industrial usage shall be installed where readily accessible on the exterior of the building; fireproof
meter cabinets or meter sockets shall be supplied by the electric public service company and installed by the
electrician performing the work; said meter cabinets are to be located so the center of the opening for the meter
dial shall be five feet, nine inches above mean ground level, and shall be readily accessible to the electric public
service company service. On apartment buildings, where space limitations will not permit placing all meters at the
same heights, they may be arranged in two tiers, with the openings for the meter dials in the lower tier as near as
practicable to five feet above mean ground level and the second tier placed as near as practicable above the first.
Where space limitations will not permit, the electric public service company, subject to the approval of the chief
electrical inspector, may determine the arrangement to be used. All service outlets shall be located so as to permit
placing the electric public service company's wires on the wall of the building next to the supply.

(Ord. No. 1620, § 1, 5-14-2018)

Sec. 22-202. Irregular placement of meters.

The electric public service company shall never require the placing of the meter on the front or street side of
a building without the written consent of the owner; where not practical in the opinion of the chief electrical
inspector to place metering devices on the exterior of the building, the location shall be at a point convenient to
the electric public service company's service as determined by the chief electrical inspector.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 ; Ord. No. 1620, § 1, 5-14-2018 )

Sec. 22-203. Reserved.
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Sec. 22-204. Location of service disconnecting means.

Service disconnecting means shall be located so that the height to the center of the operating handle shall
not be less than four feet nor more than six feet above the floor or finish grade. The maximum distance between
meter service and disconnection means shall be three feet.

(Ord. No. 1620, § 1, 5-14-2018)

Sec. 22-205. Requirements to facilitate work of fire department.

For the purpose of expediting the extinguishing of fires in all buildings, both public and private, the main
disconnect switch shall be placed adjacent to the power company meter on the exterior of all buildings, residential
and commerecial.

(Ord. No. 1620, § 1, 5-14-2018 )

Sec. 22-206. Service equipment rating.

The service entrance conductors and the service equipment on residential buildings shall have a rating of not
less than 200 amperes. This applies to new construction as well as replacement services for existing residential
buildings.

(Ord. No. 1620, § 1, 5-14-2018)

Secs. 22-207—22-233. Reserved.

ARTICLE V. PLUMBING AND GAS

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY

Sec. 22-234. Definitions.

Words, when not otherwise separately defined below or in chapter 1, shall have meanings which conform to
the meaning in the International Plumbing Code, 2845-Editienas adopted in Sec. 22-4, if set out; otherwise, they
shall have their usual meanings.

Plumbing inspector means an individual who has been designated by the city as an inspector and is licensed
as a plumbing inspector through the state board of plumbing examiners.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Secs. 22-235—22-265. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. LICENSING OF PLUMBERS
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Sec. 22-266. Licensing and regulation of plumbers.

(a)  All persons who engage in or work at the actual installation, alteration, repair and renovating of plumbing,
piping and equipment shall possess either a master or journeyman plumber's license or tradesman plumber-
limited license or an apprentice registration card in accordance with the provisions of the state plumbing
license law.

(b)  Plumbing permits shall be issued to only a master plumber licensed by the state board of plumbing
examiners and has met the requirements of V.T.C.A., Occupations Code § 1301.552 of the state plumbing
license law.

(c) Nothing in this section shall prevent a property owner from installing or maintaining plumbing equipment
within the property owner's homestead, provided that the work is done by himself and is used exclusively by
him or his family. Such privilege does not convey the right to violate the provision of this article nor is it to be
construed as exempting any such property owner from obtaining a permit and paying the required fees
therefor.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Secs. 22-267—22-295. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. TECHNICAL STANDARDS

Sec. 22-296. Plumbing and gas codes adopted.

The International Plumbing Code,2845-Editien, and the International Fuel Gas Code, 2045-Editien,as adopted
in Sec. 22-4, prepared by the International Code Congress, a copy of each, authenticated by the signature of the
mayor and the city secretary is hereby made a public record and is on file in the city secretary's office are hereby
adopted by reference as the plumbing code of the city as if copied at length in this article.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-297. Plumbing code amendments.

The International Plumbing Code and International Fuel Gas Code adopted in seetien-22-296- Sec. 22-4 is
hereby amended in the following respects. The following sections of the International Plumbing Code are hereby
revised:

International Plumbing Code, Section 109 Means of Appeal. Delete chapter.

International Fuel Gas Code, Section 113 Means of Appeal. Delete chapter. - *[ Formatted: Indent: First line: 0"
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Section 305.6.1. Building sewers that connect to private sewage disposal systems shall be a minimum of 12
inches below finished grade at the point of septic tank connection. Building sewers shall be a minimum of 12
inches below grade.

Section 904.1. All open vent pipes that extend through a roof shall be terminated at least six inches above
the roof, except that where a roof is to be used for any purpose other than weather protection, the vent
extensions shall be run at least seven feet (2134 mm) above the roof.
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Section 608.19 is hereby added and shall read as follows:
608.19. Customer service inspections.

608.19.1. A customer service inspection shall be completed prior to providing continuous water service
to all new construction, on any existing service when the water purveyor has reason to believe that
cross-connections or other contaminant hazards exist, or after any material improvement, correction,
or addition to the private water distribution facilities.

608.19.2. Only individuals with the following credentials shall be recognized as capable of conducting a customer
service inspection:

608.19.2.1. Plumbing inspectors and water supply protection specialists that have been licensed
by the Texas State Board of Plumbing Examiners.

608.19.2.1. Customer service inspectors who have completed a TCEQ approved course, passed
an examination administered by the commission or its designated agent and hold current
certification or endorsement as a customer service inspector.

608.20 is hereby added and shall read as follows:

The customer service inspection must certify that the plumbing installation is in compliance with the
following requirements:

608.20.1. There is no direct connection between the public drinking water supply and a potential
source of contamination. Potential sources of contamination are isolated from the public water system
by an air-gap or an appropriate backflow prevention device.

608.20.2. No cross-connection between the public drinking water supply and a private water system is
permitted. These potential threats to the public drinking water supply shall be eliminated at the service
connection by the installation of an air-gap or a reduced pressure-zone backflow prevention device.

608.20.3. No connection that allows water to be returned to the public drinking water supply is
permitted.

608.20.4. No pipe or pipe fitting which contains more than eight percent lead may be used for the
installation or repair of plumbing at any connection that provides water for human use.

608.20.5. No solder or flux that contains more than 0.2 percent lead can be used for the installation or
repair of plumbing at any connection which provides water for human use.

Section 702.3.1 is hereby added and shall read as follows:

702.3.1. Materials. Clay sewer pipe is not permitted on private property installations. All sewer collector lines
shall be a minimum of four inches in diameter, whether publicly or privately owned and, must be PVC pipe as
required by ASTM Schedule 40.

Section 1003.2., "Approval," is hereby amended to read as follows:

1003.2. Approval. The size, type and location of each interceptor or separator shall be approved by the
plumbing official.

Section 1003.6.1 is hereby added and shall read as follows:
1003.6.1. Trap size for lint traps.

a. Lint traps for washaterias that operate five to ten machines shall be at least a small trap (300
gallons).



b. Lint traps for washaterias that operate 11 to 20 machines shall be at least an intermediate trap
(500 gallons).

c. Lint traps for washaterias that operate 21 or more machines shall be at least a large trap (1,000
gallons).

Section 1003.2.1 is hereby added to read as follows:

1003.2.1. Maintenance. Inceptors shall be maintained in an efficient operating condition by a periodic
removal of accumulated grease.

Section 1003.2.2 is hereby added to read as follows:

1003.2.2. Maintenance of interceptors. Interceptors shall be maintained in efficient operating condition by
periodic removal of accumulated grease and lint. All devices or safeguards required by this chapter shall be
maintained in good working order. The owner, operator or lessee of the establishment or his designated
agent shall be responsible for their maintenance.

Section 1003.2.3 is hereby added to read as follows:

1003.2.3. Frequency of maintenance. The building inspector shall establish the frequency of maintenance
and inspect such traps as deemed necessary.

Section 1003.2.4 is hereby added to read as follows:

1003.2.4. Change of frequency of maintenance. The building inspector has the authority to change the
frequency of maintenance of each establishment as said official deems reasonable and necessary.

Section 1003.2.6 is hereby added to read as follows:

1003.2.6. Records. Each establishment shall maintain a log of the date of clean out, amount of grease
removed, and the contractor's name and the signature of who performed the service. The records shall be
readily available to the building inspector or his designate.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-298. Gascode-amendmentsRepealed.
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Secs. 22-299—22-329. Reserved.

ARTICLE VI. MECHANICAL CODE

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY

Sec. 22-330. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in the International Mechanical Code, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section:

Mechanical inspection department (department) means the inspection department of the city.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Secs. 22-331—22-348. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR LICENSE

Sec. 22-349. Required.

No person shall engage in or work at the actual installation, alteration, repair, and renovating of any

licenseregistered as a contractor with the city. In the event that a mechanical contractor has a valid mechanical
license issued by the state, then such license must be registered with the city.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-350. Adoption of state rules.

The state permanent rules adopted pursuant to the air conditioning and refrigeration contractor license law,
V.T.C.A., Occupations Code § 1302.001 et seq., are hereby adopted.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-351. Insurance.

Insurance requirements for state and-eity-licensees shall be those found in the permanent rules referenced in
section 22-350.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015)

Sec. 22-352. Display of names and license numbers.

All persons who are issued a license under this section or who have a valid state air conditioning and
refrigeration contractor's license shall display their names and license numbers on all their trucks.

“. ‘[Formatted: Header, Border: Top: (No border)
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(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-353. Homeowner rights.

Nothing in this section shall prevent a homeowner from installing or maintaining mechanical equipment
within his own property boundaries, provided that the work is done by himself and is used exclusively by him or his
family. Such privilege does not convey the right to violate the provisions of this article nor is it to be construed as
exempting any such property owner from obtaining a permit and paying the required fees therefor.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015)

Secs. 22-354—22-381. Reserved.

Sec. 22-382. Adopted.

The International Mechanical Code, 2645-Editienas adopted in Sec. 22-4, prepared by the International Code
Council, a copy of which is authenticated by the signature of the mayor and the city secretary, is made a public
record and is on file in the city secretary's office and is hereby adopted by reference as the mechanical code of the
city as if copied at length in this article.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-383. Amendments.

The International Mechanical Code adopted in seetion22-382-Sec. 22-4 is hereby amended in the following
respects:

Section 113 Means of Appeal. Delete Chapter. e ‘[ Formatted: Indent; First line: 0"

Created: 2023-09-20 14:28:11 [EST]

(Supp. No. 12)

Page 54 of 82



“. ‘{ Formatted: Header, Border: Top: (No border)

ilati and-Exhaust:

e

x —:




“. ‘[Formatted: Header, Border: Top: (No border)

Secs. 22-384—22-409. Reserved.

ARTICLE VII. HOUSING CODE

Sec. 22-410. International Property Maintenance Code adopted.

The International Property Maintenance Code, 2809-Editienas adopted in Sec. 22-4, prepared by the
International Code Council, a copy of which is authenticated by the signature of the mayor and the city secretary,
is made a public record and is on file in the city secretary's office and is hereby adopted by reference as the
standard housing code of the city as if copied at length in this article.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-411. Violations.

Any person who shall willfully refuse or fail to leave a building which has been ordered vacated under the
terms of this article, or who shall enter a building which has been ordered vacated under the terms of this article,
or who shall enter an area around such building that has been declared to be dangerous and notice of which
declaration shall have been posted, and/or any person who shall interfere with or hinder the vacation, repair or
demolition of any building under the terms of this article, or who shall procure the violation of any provision of this
article, shall be deemed guilty of an offense punishable as provided in section 1-16.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-412. Applicability.

(a) The provisions of this article shall apply to the construction, alteration, repair, equipment, use and
occupancy, location, maintenance removal and demolition of every building or structure or any
appurtenances connected or attached to such buildings or structures.

(b)  The provisions of this article shall apply to any building or structure irrespective of when the building or
structure was constructed, altered or repaired.

(c)  All buildings or structures, both existing and new, and all parts thereof, shall be maintained in a safe and
sanitary condition. All devices or safeguards which are required by this article in a building when erected,
altered or repaired, shall be maintained in good working order.

(d) No provision of this article shall be held to deprive any federal or state agency, or any municipal authority
having jurisdiction, of any power or authority, or of any remedy then existing for the enforcement of its
orders, nor shall it deprive any person of any rights provided by law.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-413. Amendments to adopted code.

The following amendments to the housing code are hereby adopted:
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Section 302.04. All premises and exterior property shall be maintained free from weeds or plant growth in excess
of 12 inches.

Section 304.14. During the period from January 1 to January 1, every door, window and other outside opening
required for ventilation of habitable rooms, food preparation areas, food service areas or any areas where
products to be included or utilized in food for human consumption are processed, manufactured, packaged or
stored shall be supplied with approved tightly fitting screens of not less than 16 mesh per inch (16 mesh per 25
mm), and every screen door used for insect control shall have a self-closing device in good working condition.

Section 602.3. Every owner and operator of any building who rents, leases or lets one or more dwelling units or
sleeping units on terms, either expressed or implied, to furnish heat to the occupants thereof shall supply heat
during the period from November 15 to March 31 to maintain a temperature of not less than 68°F (20°C) in all
habitable rooms, bathrooms and toilet rooms.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015)

Secs. 22-414—22-429. Reserved.

ARTICLE VIIl. ENERGY EFFICIENCY STANDARDS

Sec. 22-430. Building energy efficiency performance standards.

(a)  Single-family residential construction. Effective September 1, 2016, the energy efficiency chapter of the
International Residential Code, as it existed on May 1, 2015, is adopted as the energy code for single-family
residential construction as it is defined in V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code & 388.002(12). A copy of the
International Residential Code, 20145-Editienas adopted in Sec. 22-4, is authenticated by the signature of the
mayor and the city secretary, is made a public record and is on file in the city secretary's office.

(b)  All other residential, commercial, and industrial construction. Effective September 1, 2016, the International
Energy Conservation Code, as it existed on May 1, 2015, is adopted as the energy code for use for all
residential, commercial, and industrial construction that is not single-family residential construction under
subsection (a). A copy of the International Energy Conservation Code, 2615-Editienas adopted in Sec. 22-4, is
authenticated by the signature of the mayor and the city secretary, is made a public record and is on file in
the city secretary's office. The following amendments to the International Energy Conservation Code are
hereby adopted: Section C110 Board of Appeals. Delete Chapter.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Secs. 22-431—22-439. Reserved.

ARTICLE IX. SUBSTANDARD BUILDINGS



Sec. 22-440. Substandard buildings defined.

All buildings or structures which have any or all of the following defects or lack of facilities, shall be deemed
substandard buildings:

(1)  All buildings or structures which do not have the number of plumbing fixtures as required by the
plumbing regulations of the city or which have pit privies where the same are not permitted by law, or
which are not connected to the city sewer when required by law, or where inadequate and unsanitary
pit privies or septic tanks exist.

(2)  All buildings or structures that have become deteriorated through accident or lack of repair or natural
causes, or by damage through exposure to the elements, especially winds, hail or rain, or damage
through fire, to the extent that the roof, windows and doors, or portions of the building or structure,
which protect from the weather will no longer protect from the weather.

(3)  All buildings or structures which constitute or in which are maintained, fire hazards, as that term is
defined through the fire prevention code of the city.

(4)  All buildings or structures which are so structurally deteriorated that they are in danger of collapse, or
which cannot be expected to withstand winds of hurricane force.

(5)  All buildings or structures not wired in conformity with the electrical code of the city.
(6)  All buildings or structures not constructed in conformity with the city building code.

(7)  All buildings or structures so constructed or permitted to be so constructed as to constitute a menace
to health or safety including all conditions conducive to the harboring of rats or mice or other disease-
carrying animals or insects reasonably calculated to spread disease, and including such conditions
hazardous to safety as inadequate bracing or the use of deteriorated materials.

(8)  All dwellings, apartment houses, rooming houses or buildings or structures used as such which are
unsafe, unsanitary, unfit for human habitation, or not provided with adequate egress; or are otherwise
dangerous to human life, or which, in relation to existing use, constitute a hazard to safety or health by
reason of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, obsolescence or abandonment or which do not
comply with the minimum standards for dwellings and apartments as set out in the International
Property Maintenance Code, as adopted in this chapter.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Secs. 22-441—22-463. Reserved.

ARTICLE X. HOUSE MOVING

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY

Sec. 22-464. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them
in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

House means any building or structure used or designed to be used for human habitation or occupancy in
any manner or for any purpose.

“. ‘[Formatted: Header, Border: Top: (No border)




B ‘[ Formatted: Header, Border: Top: (No border)

House moving means the transportation of a house from place to place along or across any public street

within the corporate limits of the city.

Licensee means any person who shall obtain and have a current license as provided in division 2 of this

article.

Permit means any permit issued under the provisions of the building code of the city which authorizes the

moving of a building.

Street means any part of the street, exclusive of the sidewalk area.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-465. Permit and compliance with building code.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(8)

Permit. Fhereshal-be-a-$73-48 permitfeefor-movingany-building-orstructure-The permit must be obtained
prior to moving any equipment onto the site. The owner must also apply for the applicable building permits
prior to moving the structure.

Specifications. The building official inspeeter must specify on the permit acceptable route, total permissible
height and width of structure moved and moving vehieleandvehicle and may require any other reasonable
conditions.

Review by building official inspeeter.

(1) No permit shall be issued for the moving of any house which has deteriorated or been damaged to an
extent greater than 50 percent of the fair market value of the house.

(2)  No permit shall be issued for the moving of any house unless the building irspeeterofficial has found
the house will not cause substantial depreciation in the value of those buildings already constructed or
under construction in the immediate neighborhood. The house must also be found to be in harmony
with the character of the neighborhood. The building inspecterofficial shall base his/her findings on an
examination of the application for the building permit. The application shall include exterior elevations
and accurate photographs of all sides and views of the house to be moved. If exterior alterations are
proposed, complete plans and specification for such changes must also be included.

(3) \No building permit shall be issued unless the applicant posts a performance bond in cash in the amount
of $500.00 minimum, or ten percent of the on-site completion costs as determined by the building
inspector. The condition of the bond shall be that the applicant shall forfeit the bond upon failure to

place and complete the structure according to the plans and specification within the time allowed.| - [ Commented [KM1]: Is bond necessary?

Permanent location and installation. It shall be unlawful for any person to begin or complete the moving of
any house onto any property in the city unless the permanent location and installation of such house on such
property in all respects complies with article Il and this article.

City permit required. It shall be unlawful to begin razing a house or structure from its foundation or moving it
prior to obtaining a valid city permit.

Permit display. The approved permit must be displayed to the public on the building or structure at all times
prior to moving and during moving.

Building permits are valid for 180 days. The building-inspecterofficial may allow one permit extension on
submission of written proof by the holder of the permit that conditions beyond his control make it
impossible to complete the required alterations and improvements within the 180 days.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )



“. ‘[Formatted: Header, Border: Top: (No border)

Sec. 22-466. Time restrictions.

Houses shall only be moved through the city between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. The maximum
period of time which any house shall be allowed to remain in the streets of the city while being moved shall be
seven hours.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-467. Manner of moving.
During the entire time that a house being moved is occupying any street, the licensee shall keep it
continuously in motion toward its destination and shall not allow the work of moving to stop during such time.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015)

Sec. 22-468. Disconnecting utilities by city utility department; fee.

Only the city utility department shall disconnect and seal utility openings. A termination fee as provided in

seetion22-50-shallapphy Appendix B shall apply. A permit to move a house shall not be issued until it is ascertained
that service connections and appurtenant equipment such as meters and regulators, have been removed or sealed
or plugged in a safe manner.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015)

Sec. 22-469. Cutting down trees or branches.

It shall be unlawful for any licensee engaged in moving a house to cut down any tree growing within any
parkway or esplanade of a public street or to cut any branches from such street without having first obtained
permission from the building inspector.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-470. Disconnecting utilities by licensee.

It shall be unlawful for any licensee to disconnect any electric light and power connection, gas connection,
water connection or telephone connection from any house which he proposes to move without the consent of the
public utility owning such connection.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015)

Sec. 22-471. Notice to utility companies.

It shall be the duty of the person, firm or corporation moving the house or building to give immediate notice
of the move to any and all companies maintaining overhead wires across or along any street or alley included in
the designated route along which such house or building is to be moved. Said company or companies shall be told
the time when the move is to be undertaken and when it will be necessary to raise or cut such wires.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )



Sec. 22-472. Route.

before permit issuance. Upon permit issuance the holder of such permit shaII cause notice to be given to the

police department, fire department, director of emergency medical service and utility companies that will be
affected by the same.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Sec. 22-473. Repair, certificate of facts and amount of damage.

If the building inspecterofficial discovers that the licensee has caused damage to the streets, curbs, gutters,
sidewalks or other public property, he shall notify the licensee of such fact, specifying the damage by mailing to
him a written notification at either of the addresses listed in the licensee's application. The licensee shall proceed
within two days from the date of such notification to reimburse the city for the cost of all required repairs. Should
the licensee fail or refuse to timely make such reimbursement, the building iaspeeter official shall file a claim

attorney shall proceed against the licensee in the appropriate court of this state to recover judgment.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015)

Sec. 22-474. Nuisance abatement.

Structures that are not completed according to the submitted plans and specification within 180 day of the
date of issuance of the permit, and any extension of time that may be granted by the building inspeeterofficial, are
declared to be a public nuisance, and in addition to any other remedy available under the law, may be abated
pursuant to chapter 38, article I.

(Ord. No. 1562, § 2, 12-17-2015 )

Secs. 22-475—22-499. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. LICENSE

Sec. 22-500. Required.

It shall be unlawful for any person to move any house along or across any public street within the corporate
limits of the city without being licensed to engage in the business of house moving.

(Code 1985, § 6-196; Code 2000, § 22-591)

Sec. 22-501. Application.

Any person desiring to engage in the business of house moving shall make application for a license to the
building inspeeterofficial -of the city. Such application shall be in writing and shall contain the following:

(1) The name of the applicant and his residence and business address. If a partnership or association, the
application shall state the names of all partners, their residence addresses and the office address of the
partnership or association. If a corporation, the application shall state the names and residence
addresses of all officers and directors and the principal office of the corporation.
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(2) A statement that the applicant, or officers if the applicant is a corporation, have read and thoroughly
understood the terms of this article and agree to abide by its terms in the business of house moving.

(3) The application shall contain such other information as may be required by the building
inspeeterofficial, including the applicant's permission to review his traffic and criminal record.

(4) The building inspeeterofficial, in his sole discretion, may deny the application based upon an
unsatisfactory traffic record, criminal record, route, safety hazard, failure to provide required insurance
and/or bond, or any other relevant reason.

(5) The application shall be signed by the applicant, if an individual; by a partner, if a partnership; by the
president, if an association or corporation.

(Code 1985, § 6-197; Code 2000, § 22-592)

Sec. 22-502. Fee and expiration date.

The applicant for a house moving license shall pay an annual license fee of $100.00;-heweveralHicenses

(Code 1985, § 6-198; Code 2000, § 22-593)

‘Sec. 22-503. Bond.L . [Commented [KM3]: Bond requirement?

(a) The applicant for the license required by this division shall file with the city an original bond executed by the
applicant and by a good and sufficient corporate surety company which is incorporated under state law or
authorized to do business in this state and which has fully paid-up capital stock of at least $100,000.00. Such
bond shall be in the sum of $3,000.00 and conditioned that the principal obligor, if granted a license, will
engage in the business of house moving within the corporate limits of the city in strict accordance with the
terms of this article and will pay to the city any and all damages to streets, curbs, gutters, water lines, fire
hydrants and other public property occasioned in any manner by the principal obligor's moving of houses,
and further conditioned that the principal obligor will pay to the city as minimum liquidated damages the
sum of $100.00 per day for each day or part of day that any house being moved by the obligor shall remain
on any street in excess of the number of days shown in the permit for moving such house issued to such
licensee by the city. The bond shall contain a provision that the parties recognized that the damages to the
city occasioned by any house remaining on any street in excess of number of days shown in the permit will,
in all probability, be difficult to ascertain and consequently, that the parties have agreed on the minimum
amount of such damages. Such bond shall contain a further provision that the amount agreed upon is the
minimum amount of damages which the city will sustain in any event and that the city shall not be prevented
from proving and claiming any ascertainable amount in excess of such minimum sum.

(b)  The bond, while made payable to the city, shall also insure to the benefit of any person damaged or injured
in any manner by the principal obligor by reason of the moving of any house within the corporate limits of
the city, other than agents, servants or employees of said principal obligor.

(c) The bond shall provide for a minimum 30 days' notice to the city by the surety of any cancellation or
termination and shall contain a provision that it shall not be exhausted until recovery of its full amount is
obtained, provided that if the surety shall so elect, this bond may be cancelled by giving 30 days' notice in
writing to the said obligee and this bond shall be deemed cancelled at the expiration of said 30 days; but said
surety so filing said notice shall not be discharged from any liability already incurred under this bond or
which shall accrue hereunder before the expiration of said 30-day period.

(Code 1985, § 6-199; Code 2000, § 22-594)
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Sec. 22-504. Insurance.

Prior to obtaining a license, the applicant shall file with the building inspector a valid certificate of insurance

in the amount \of $300,000.00 each person and $500,000.00 each accident for bodily injury IiabilityLand, in i - [ Commented [KM4]: Verify $

addition, not less than $100,000.00 property damage coverage. The insurer must notify the city 30 days prior to
cancellation of the policy and name the city as an additional insured on the face of the valid certificate of
insurance.

(Code 1985, § 6-199.1; Code 2000, § 22-595)

Sec. 22-505. Issuance.

The building inspecterofficial shall examine the application and bond and if he is satisfied that the same are
in order and that the surety signing the bond is good and sufficient, he shall issue to the applicant a license to
engage in the business of house moving in the city.

(Code 1985, § 6-200; Code 2000, § 22-596)

Sec. 22-506. Transfer.

The house moving license shall constitute a personal privilege and shall not be transferable.

(Code 1985, § 6-201; Code 2000, § 22-597)

Sec. 22-507. Renewal.

A house moving license may be renewed upon the filing of a new application, payment of the required fee
and filing of a new bond and certificate of insurance, all as required by this division.

(Code 1985, § 6-203; Code 2000, § 22-598)

Sec. 22-508. Suspension or revocation.

The building inspecterofficial is empowered to suspend or revoke the license of any licensee who violates
any provision of this article. Such suspension or revocation shall not bar a prosecution for the same offense.

(Code 1985, § 6-203; Code 2000, § 22-599)

Secs. 22-509—22-519. Reserved.

ARTICLE XI. VACANT BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY?

20rd. No. 1694 , adopted August 23, 2022, enacted provisions to be designated as §§ 22-480—22-490. In order to
maintain the numerical standards of the Code, said provisions have been redesignated as §§ 22-520—22-
530. Original section designations have been maintained in the history notes following each section.
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Sec. 22-520. Purpose.

The City of Bay City focuses on the revitalization of the city through marketing, promotions, events and
historic preservation. As such, the city council finds that:

(a) Buildings that are vacant and unsecured and/or not properly maintained are a blight and cause
deterioration and preservation and financial instability in the city.

(b) Buildings that are vacant and unsecured and/or not properly maintained are declared to be public
nuisances and pose serious threats to the public's health and safety.

(c) Buildings that are vacant and unsecured and/or not properly maintained are vulnerable to being set on
fire.

(d) Buildings that are vacant and unsecured and/or not properly maintained attract vagrants, gang
members and criminals as prime locations to conduct illegal criminal activities.

(e) Abatement and/or rehabilitation of buildings that are vacant and unsecured and/or not properly
maintained is necessary.

(Ord. No. 1694, § 1(22-480), 8-23-2022)

Sec. 22-521. Definitions.

Unless otherwise expressly stated, the following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this article, have
the meanings ascribed to them in this section, unless the context of their usage clearly indicates a different
meaning: The word "shall" is mandatory; the word "may" is permissive. All public officials, bodies, and agencies to
which reference is made are those of the city, unless otherwise indicated.

Administrator means the city's city manager.
Board, when used as a verb, means to cover an opening with lumber, wood panels or other material.

Boarded building means a building on which any opening to the outside is covered with lumber, wood
panels, or other materials.

Building means any structure used or intended for supporting or sheltering any use or occupancy to which
this article applies, and includes an enclosed building, open building, and partially open building.

Commercial means any privately owned place of business operated for a profit to which the public is invited,
including, but not limited to any place of amusement or entertainment and includes all adjacent parking areas
under the control of the owner of the establishment.

Historical means any prehistoric or historic district, site, building, structure, or object included in, or eligible
for inclusion in, the National Register of Historic Places maintained by the Secretary of the Interior. This term
includes artifacts, records, and remains that are related to and located within such properties. The standards and
guidelines can be applied to historic properties of all types, materials, construction, sizes, and use. They include
both the exterior and the interior and extend to a property's landscape features, site, environment, as well as
related new construction. To promote and protect the preservation of historic buildings and homes the City of Bay
City requires a certificate of appropriateness to all historic structures prior to all work. This certificate approves
work done on buildings within the historic district. Everything that can be seen from outside the house, including
windows, doors, paint colors, materials, rooflines, gutters, fences, and yards must receive a COA confirming that it
is appropriate and acceptable.

Owner means the owner of record in the county where the real property is situated; anyone identified as the
owner on a registration form; the holder of an unrecorded contract for deed; a mortgagee or vendee in
possession; a mortgagor or vendor in possession; and an assignee of rents, receiver, executor, trustee, lessee, or
other person in possession or with the right to control of the premises or a portion of the premises. Any person
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who is included in this definition as an owner has joint and several obligations for compliance with the provisions
of this article. A tenant who does not have the right of possession or control of a portion of the building that is
unoccupied is not an owner for the purposes of this article.

Properly maintained means taking measures to:
(a) Prevent the physical deterioration of the building;

(b) Prevent a decline in the appearance of the building, including keeping painted surfaces with a secure
and intact coating and preserving signage without physical deterioration;

(c) Keep a building in a clean, safe, secure, and sanitary condition, compliant with all applicable codes; and
(d) Prevent the building from becoming an attractive nuisance.
Residential use means the primary use of property is limited to one of the following:

(a) Apartment means a room or a group of related rooms, among similar sets in one building, designed for
use as a dwelling; or a multi-family building type that is comprised of three or more dwelling units,
each having an entrance to a hallway, stairway, or balcony in common with at least one other dwelling
unit. Apartments may be leased, rented, or owned in a condominium style of ownership;

(b)  Attached single-family dwelling;
(c) Detached single-family dwelling; or

(d) Duplex means a single-family attached building which contains two dwelling units, each of which is
totally separated from the other by:

(1)  Anunpierced wall extending from foundation to roof ("side-by-side" duplex); or

(2) A ceiling/floor that extends from exterior wall to exterior wall, pierced only by a stairway that is
not in side of either dwelling unit ("over-under" duplex).

Secure means to take measures to ensure that the building is weatherproof and water-tight and that the interior of
the building cannot be accessed by:

(a)  Unauthorized persons; or
(b)  Birds, rodents or other animals through broken windows or other openings in the structure.

Secured by normal measures means the use of structural components of a building, including fixtures, such
as doors, unbroken windows, locks, latches, electronic security systems, storm shutters, and security shutters
which were installed while the building was constructed or added to the building while the building was occupied
and being used for lawful purposes.

Secured by other than normal measures means a building secured by means other than those used in the
design of a building or that are normally installed and utilized while a building is occupied and being used for lawful
purposes. The term includes boarding any window or door opening.

Unoccupied means not being used for a lawful occupancy.
Vacant building means a building that is any of the following:

(a) Occupied by an unauthorized person[s] and unsecured;

(b)  Unoccupied and unsecured;

(c) Unoccupied and/or utilities have not been provided to the building space for a continuous period of
time over six months; or

(d) Unoccupied and has had two or more violations of property maintenance ordinances within the
previous 12-month period.

(Ord. No. 1694, § 1(22-481), 8-23-2022)
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Sec. 22-522. Procedures.

Notice of vacant building:

(a)

(b)

Upon reasonable observation that a building may be a vacant building as determined by the
administrator, or receipt of a complaint about a vacant building, the administrator may, upon their
discretion, inspect or cause an inspection of the property, by the administrator or their designee, in
order to determine if the building should be classified as a vacant building.

If the administrator determines that a building may be classified as a vacant building under this article,
the administrator:

1)

)

(3)

Shall direct the attempt to contact the owner or an agent of the owner, identified by any sign
posted on the property, or as identified in the Matagorda County Appraisal District records, by
telephone or electronic and written communication, and advise the owner or agent that the
building is a vacant building in the city and provide them with written property and building
maintenance options and financial grant opportunity information from the city to bring the
property and building into compliance. The property owner will be advised that they have 30
days to contact the administrator (or designee) with a plan to remediate maintenance items and
advise on lease or sale proceedings. If the property owner fails to contact the administrator
within the 30 days, then the administrator will require the following measures to be taken by the
owner:

(A) File a completed vacant building registration within 14 days from receipt of the notice
given, pursuant to section 22-523 of this article;

(B) Pay the registration fee required by section 22-524;
(C) Take action to correct any code violations; and

(D) Take measures to secure the building temporarily by normal or other than normal
measures within 14 days from receipt of the notice given pursuant to section 22-522 and,
for areas visible from the roadway, by normal measures within 90 days from receipt of the
notice given, in accordance with the design standards set-forth in subsections 22-527(b)(1),

(2), (3%

Shall mail certified notice to the owner, with a copy to any agent identified by any sign posted on
the property, or as identified in the Matagorda County Appraisal District records, which advises
the owner that the building is a vacant building and that the following measures need to be taken
by the owner:

(A) File a completed vacant building registration as more particularly described in section 22-
523 within 14 days from receipt of the notice given pursuant to this subsection;

(B) Pay the registration fee required by section 22-524;
(C) Take action to correct any code violations; and

(D) Take measures to secure the building temporarily by normal or other than normal
measures within 14 days from receipt of the notice given pursuant to section 22-522 of this
article, and, for areas visible from the roadway, by normal measures within 90 days from
receipt of the notice given, in accordance with the design standards set-forth in
subsections 22-527(b)(1), (2), (3);

May post notice on the building that it appears that the building is a vacant building and that the
following measures need to be taken by the owner:
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(A) File a completed vacant building registration as more particularly described in section 22-
523 within 14 days from the receipt ofthe notice given pursuant to subsection (b)(2) of this
section;

(B) Pay the registration fee required by section 22-524;
(C) Take action to correct any code violations; and

(D) Take measures to secure the building temporarily by normal or other than normal
measures within 14 days from receipt of the notice given pursuant to section 22-522 of this
article, and, for areas visible from the roadway, by normal measures within 90 days from
receipt of the notice given, in accordance with the design standards set forth in subsections
22-527(b)(1), (2), (3); and

(4) May issue a citation or file a complaint in municipal court for any violations of this article or other
applicable provisions of this Code. The notice under section 22-522 must comply with the
applicable requirements of the V.T.C.A., Local Government Code § 54.005.

(5) If the owner disputes the administrator's determination that the building should be classified as a
vacant building under this article, the owner shall file a written notice of appeal with the
administrator within 15 days from receipt of the notice provided in this section. The
administrator shall schedule a hearing before the city council to determine whether the building
should be classified as a vacant building. The appeal shall be placed on the city council's first
available agenda. The city council shall hear the appeal in open session and shall render a
decision at the conclusion of the hearing. Said decision shall be final.

Exceptions:

Upon an owner's written request to the administrator for an exception to the registration fee
requirement, and a finding by the administrator that a vacant structure qualifies as described
below, the following shall be exceptions from the registration fee requirements of this chapter:

1. Avacant structure that has a city building permit issued for remodel/repair, which complies
with the City of Bay City, as follows:

a. If the work described in any building permit has not begun within 90 days from
the date of issuance, the building permit shall expire and be canceled by the
building official. Written notice shall be given to the persons affected.

b. If the work described in any building permit has not been substantially
completed within one year of the date of issuance, the building permit shall
expire and be canceled by the building official. Written notice shall be given to
the persons affected, together with notice that further work as described in the
canceled permit shall not proceed unless and until a special building permit has
been obtained.

2. Avacant structure that is being actively marketed for sale or lease for less than 12 months
by a licensed real estate broker or an owner who is regularly advertising the property; or

3. Avacant structure that is under a contract for sale or lease for less than 12 months.

(Ord. No. 1694, § 1(22-482), 8-23-2022)

Sec. 22-523. Registration.

The owner of a vacant building, or a vacant portion of the building, shall register with the administrator, in
accordance with this subsection, no later than 14 days after the owner receives written notice under section 22-
522. The registration must be verified under a notary public, shall be on a form prescribed by the administrator,
and shall at a minimum contain the following information:



(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(h)

(i)

(i)

(k)

0

(m)
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A description of the premises, including its address and legal description;
The names, addresses, and telephone numbers of all owners with a right of control over the property;

If the owner does not reside within Matagorda County, the owner shall designate an agent who resides
within Matagorda County;

If owner designates an agent with the authority to independently act on the owner's behalf to repair or
maintain the property, the contract, notarized affidavit or power of attorney reflecting such authority
and the ability for the agent to receive and accept notices from the city on behalf of the owner shall be
submitted;

The name, address, and telephone number of the owner's property manager or agent, and whether
the property manager or agent has the authority to independently act on the owner's behalf to repair
or maintain the property;

The name, address, and telephone number of the owner's property manager or agent authorized to
respond to any emergency or alleged violation relating to the vacant building;

Identify a time frame the building will remain vacant and a plan for maintenance of the building during
the period of vacancy with certification from the administrator that the building is compliant with all
applicable codes;

Measures the owner will employ to secure the building, which may include one or more of the
methods as required pursuant to the design guidelines, under subsections 22-527(b)(1), (2), (3);

Administrator's action on registration. The registration submitted by the owner must be approved by
the administrator as being complete and sufficient to secure the vacant building;

Term. A registration is valid for one year from (12 months) from the month of registration, which will
also apply if the ownership of the vacant building changes; new registration required;

Annual registrations. The owner of a vacant building shall be required to annually register until such
time as the building is returned to an authorized occupancy. The annual registration must be verified
under a notary public, shall be on a form prescribed by the administrator and contain a certification
from the owner that the information on file with the administrator is true and correct.

Change in ownership. The owner of a registered vacant building shall be required to disclose to any
buyer that the property is under registration with the city as a vacant building. The owner shall also
disclose the requirement for the buyer to advise the administrator of a proposed development plan
within 90 days of closing.

Updates. If a change other than described in subsection (e) of this section occurs during the period that
a registration is otherwise valid, the owner shall be required to update the information with the city
secretary in writing within 14 days of the change.

(Ord. No. 1694, § 1(22-483), 8-23-2022)

Sec. 22-524. Fees.

The owner of each vacant building shall pay to the administrator a vacant building registration fee in
accordance with the below referenced chart:

(a)

(b)

Annual registration fee. $250.00 for commercial, $100.00 for historical, and $50.00 for residential To be
paid on the date of registration of the vacant building and shall extend for one year from the month of
registration. The registration fee shall be paid annually each year thereafter for as long as the
registration remains valid.

Annual inspection fee. The administrator shall assess an inspection fee of $50.00 for inspections of a
vacant building against the owner of the vacant building. This fee will be charged annually for
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inspections associated with registration and thereafter as inspections are warranted in accordance
with this article.

(c) Late payment charge. Any fee required by subsections (a) or (b) of this section, which is not timely
received by the administrator, shall be assessed an additional fee of:

(1) Late registration fee if the annual registration fee is not paid on the date of registration of the
vacant building or by 15th of the month of registration each year thereafter during such time as
said registration is valid: $50.00.

(2) Lateinspection fee if inspection fee is not paid on the date of registration of the vacant building
or by 15th of the month of registration each year thereafter during such time as said registration
is valid: $50.00.

(Ord. No. 1694, § 1(22-484), 8-23-2022)

Sec. 22-525. Inspections.

(a)

The administrator shall provide for the building inspection and coordinate a fire marshal, code enforcement,
and building inspector's inspection of each registered vacant building at the time of registration and in
accordance with the schedule set forth below. The number of years a building has been vacant shall be
measured starting on the effective date of the ordinance codified in this section.

Vacant Building Inspections
Years Vacant Frequency
1-3 Annually
4—6 Bi-Annually
7+ Quarterly

(b)

(c)
(d)

In addition to the inspection referenced in subsection (a) of this section, if there is probable cause to believe
that a code violation may be present in the vacant building or on the premises where the vacant building is
located, the administrator shall provide for an additional fire marshal, code enforcement officer, and/or
building inspector's inspection of the vacant building and/or premises.

All inspections shall be conducted to determine compliance with this article and all applicable codes.

The results of the inspection shall be provided to the owner of the vacant building and the person designated
by the owner to facilitate a response to any emergency or alleged violation related to the vacant building.

(Ord. No. 1694, § 1(22-485), 8-23-2022)

Sec. 22-526. Standards.

Maintenance of vacant building and premises:

(a) Compliance with applicable laws. Any repairs, improvements, or alterations to the vacant building or
on the property must comply with all applicable laws, codes, and regulations, and as further defined
under section 22-521, property maintenance ordinances.

(b) Duty to clean.

(1) The owner of a vacant building shall remove any garbage and/or rubbish from the interior of the
building.

(2) The owner of a vacant building shall remove any garbage, rubbish, high weeds and/or brush from
the premises on which the vacant building is located.



(c)

(d)
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(3) The owner shall keep the premises on which the vacant building is located properly maintained
until the building is returned to an authorized occupancy or demolished.

Duty to secure.

(1) The owner of a vacant building shall lock or secure all doors, windows, and other openings to the
vacant building.

(2) The owner shall keep a vacant building secured, safe, and properly maintained.

(3) If securing a vacant building by normal measures fails to keep the vacant building secure, the
owner must use other than normal measures to secure the building, including boarding the
vacant building in accordance with the design guidelines, under section 22-527 (b)(1), (2), (3).

(4) Failure of the owner to maintain a vacant building in a secured condition, which failure results in
abatement by the city, is subject to lien placement and/or any applicable penalties.

Duty to remove or repair. The owner of a vacant building shall promptly remove or repair any element
of the building or on the premises that is in a condition of decay or partial ruin by reason of neglect,
misuse, or deterioration.

(Ord. No. 1694, § 1(22-486), 8-23-2022)

Sec. 22-527. Standards for boarding a vacant building.

(a)

(b)

The owner shall take measures to secure the building temporarily by normal or other than normal measures
within 14 days from receipt of the notice given pursuant to section 22-522 of this section, in accordance with
the following:

(1)

()

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

@)

(8)

All unsecured doorways, windows, or other exterior openings must be covered by exterior grade
wooden structural panels or other means as approved in writing by the administrator in order to
ensure that such doorways, windows and other exterior openings are secured and not easily
penetrated.

The materials used to secure the building shall be:
(A) Flat, square, and level; and
(B) In a manner accepted as good workmanship.

The administrator has the sole discretion to determine if the work was performed in a manner that
meets the requirements and intent of this Code.

All exterior materials used to board a vacant building must be painted or coated the same color that is
the predominant color of the building.

All broken glass and any other loose material must be removed from the opening before the covering
systems are installed.

Exterior access to floor areas above the first floor, such as fire escapes and ladders, must also be
secured.

Fascia signs, overhanging signs, roof signs, and all other appurtenances, such as sun visors or awnings
must be removed if they are in a dangerous condition or could create such a condition.

All loose or defective materials, trim, or structural elements on the exterior of the building must be
removed.

Any condition which may become a hazard or danger to the public must be corrected.

The owner shall secure the building by normal measures for areas visible from the street within 90 days from
receipt of the notice as described, in part, below:
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(1) Historical: existing doors, windows, and awnings as prescribed in the certificate of appropriateness.
(2) Commercial: normal commercial doors, windows, and awnings.
(3) Residential: normal residential doors, windows, and awnings.

(Ord. No. 1694, § 1(22-487), 8-23-2022)

Sec. 22-528. Abatement notice and order to abate.

(a) Upon finding a violation of this article, the administrator shall serve, in person or by certified mail, return
receipt requested, a written notice and order to abate upon the owner.

(b) The notice must advise the owner of the violation and comply with the requirements of V.T.C.A., Local
Government Code § 54.005.

(c) If the owner fails to abate the violation within the period stated in the notice or within any additional time as
the administrator may grant, the administrator may, without further notice, enter upon the property and
abate the violation. The owner is liable for the costs incurred by the city to secure the premises and to abate
the violation, including any administrative expenses, materials, and labor.

(Ord. No. 1694, § 1(22-488), 8-23-2022)

Sec. 22-529. Notice of costs incurred by city; lien.

(a) The administrator shall mail a notice to the owner and lienholder of the property upon which the nuisance
has been abated of the costs incurred or expended by the city to abate the nuisance.

(b) The notice must advise the owner and lienholder that the city proposes to assess its costs against the
property and place a lien on the property to collect the costs incurred by the city.

(c) The administrator shall file a lien against the property for the city's costs.
(d)  Any lien filed pursuant to this section shall be security for the expenditures made.

(Ord. No. 1694, § 1(22-489), 8-23-2022)

Sec. 22-530. Enforcement authority.

The administrator is authorized to enforce the provisions of this chapter and to make all necessary
inspections, to issue citations, to give notice, to file applicable charges and to otherwise cooperate in the
enforcement of this article, pursuant to section 1-16 or the City of Bay City Code of Ordinances.

(Ord. No. 1694, § 1(22-490), 8-23-2022)
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Sec. 22-531. Definitions

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed to
them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

A-frame sign. A temporary, freestanding sign, consisting of two message panels attached by a hinge or
similar device along their top edge, which is placed on the ground with the base of each panel separated by a




sufficient distance to allow the sign to stand upright without other support. For the purposes of this definition, A-
frame signs include single message panels that are mounted on a wood or metal base which provides the stability
and support necessary for the sign to stand upright without attachment to a structure.

Abandoned sign means a sign that has not been used for advertising for 180 days to identify or advertise a
bona fide business, lessor, service, owner, product, or activity; and/or for which no legal owner can be found. A
sign will not be considered abandoned if it is on property that is for sale or lease and the sign is in good condition
with a solid-colored face and any obsolete advertising removed.

Advertise means promoting, identifying, or calling attention to a business, product, service, or activity,
through use of words, symbols, figures, or similar means.

Area means the projected area of the face of the sign and any border, frame, or support attached to the
edges. For figuring maximum area, only one side of a double-sided sign will be used.

Banner sign means any temporary sign other than a pennant, which is made from a lightweight material.

Billboard means a sign, which directs attention to a business, product, service, or activity that is not offered,
sold, or conducted on the same lot upon which the sign is displayed. (See also off-premises sign.)

Building code means the nationally recognized standards adopted by the city to regulate building within the
city and its extraterritorial jurisdiction.

Building frontage means the length of an exterior building wall or structure of a single premises oriented to
the public way or other properties it faces.

Building site means a lot or parcel of land in a single or joint ownership and occupied or to be occupied by a
building or buildings, together with such open spaces as a required by the terms of this title and having its frontage
on a public street, road, highway, or permanent means of access by way of city-approved public accessway or
thoroughfare for vehicular or pedestrian travel.

Canopy sign means any sign that is attached or is part of an awning, canopy or other fabric, plastic or
structural protective covering over a door, window or outdoor service area.

Construction sign means a sign placed by a company participating in the construction or financing on the
property on which the sign is placed.

Directional sign means an on-premises sign giving directions, instructions, or facility information, such as
parking or exit and entrance signs.

Easement means a strip of land granted by the property owner for use by the general public, utility
companies, or private individuals.

Effective area/face means the area of the sign, which contains the advertisement, excluding any framing
trim or supporting structure.

Electrical sign means a sign or sign structure that incorporates electrical wiring, connections, lights or
fixtures.

Electronic messaging sign means a sign that is fixed or stationary in which the wording, symbols or figures
change automatically designed to convey information or attract attention. This type of sign may be considered a
billboard if 50 percent of the messages relate to off-premises activities.

Erect means to build, construct, assemble, emplace, affix or any other way to bring into being or establish.

Face means the entire advertising area of a sign excluding framing, trim, or supporting structure.

Financing sign means a sign identifying a financial institution participating in the development of the
property on which it is located.

Flag means a type of wind device that is specifically designed for display by attaching it to the lanyard of a
flagpole.

“ ‘[Formatted: Header, Border: Top: (No border)
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Flagpole means a freestanding pole with an attached lanyard that is permanently affixed to the ground or a
building and is designed for and is intended to be for the display of one or more flags.

Freestanding sign means any sign that is self-supporting as a result of being permanently affixed to the
ground. This type of sign shall not be attached to any building or other structure.

Glare means an effect created when an illumination source shines with sufficient brightness to cause
discomfort, distract attention, or lead to the reduction or loss of visibility or visual function of the public.

Governmental sign means any sign erected, placed or constructed by any federal, state or local
governmental agency.

Ground sign means a sign in which the bottom of the face is no more than one foot above the ground.

Height means the vertical distance measured between the tallest part of the sign or its structure which ever
is taller and the average ground level beneath the sign.

Monument sign means a freestanding sign that is detached from a building and having a support structure
that is a solid-appearing base constructed of a permanent material, such as concrete block or brick, and is not
supported by a pole or poles.

Multifaced sign means a sign with three or more faces.

Off-premises sign means an outdoor sign displaying advertising that pertains to certain entities or activities
not principally located on the premises on which the sign is located. (See also billboard.)

On-premises sign means a sign that advertises a business, product, services or activity offered, sold or
conducted on the premises on which it is located.

Pennant sign means any piece or series of similar pieces of lightweight plastic, fabric, or other material,
whether or not containing a message of any kind attached to a structure, rope, wire, or string, designed to move in
the wind and attract attention to a business, product, service, or activity.

Portable marguee sign means any sign not permanently affixed to the ground or building where the message
is typically manually changed with individual lettering.

Portable sign means any sign that is not permanently affixed to the ground or to a building, which is designed
to permit removal and reuse.

Premises means:

(1) For any developed property, the area of real property, which encompasses all the buildings, structures,
appurtenances and contiguous land devoted to a common use and not separated by a public street,
such as a shopping center or mall.

(2) For undeveloped property, the area of real property designated as a lot on a plat approved in
accordance with law and filed with the county clerk's office, or an unplatted tract of land as conveyed
by deed of operation of the law and recorded in the county records as a deed.

Projecting sign means a sign that is attached to a building wall or other structure that runs perpendicular to
the wall or structure to which it is attached.

Realty sign means a temporary sign used to advertise a real estate development site or to advertise that real
estate is for sale, rent or lease.

Right-of-way means the land opened, reserved, or dedicated for a street or roadway, sidewalk, drainage
area, railroad or other public purpose.

Roof sign means any sign affixed to the roof of a building.

Setback means the horizontal distance from the property line to the closest part of the sign.
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Sign means any object, device, display, or part thereof, visible from a public street, which is used to advertise
a business, product, service, or activity.

Temporary means any sign that is not permanently affixed to the ground or a building and is not to exceed
the time frames as stated in this chapter.

Wall sign means any sign affixed flat against and parallel to a building wall.

Wind sign means any flag, banner, pennant, streamer, balloon or similar sign made of cloth, canvas, plastic
or other flexible material, with or without a frame or supporting structure, that moves or is designed or intended
to blow in the wind.

Window/door sign means any lettering be it painted or adhesively affixed to a door or window.

Sec. 22-532 — Applicability - { Formatted: Font: Bold

(1) This section shall apply to all signs located within the corporate city limits and extraterritorial jurisdiction,
except as provided in subsection (2) of this section.

(2) Any sign that already exists and is in good repair shall be allowed to remain as long as it remains in good
repair. If any existing sign should fall into disrepair to the point of being a danger to the safety of the
property owner or the general public, the sign shall be removed or made to come into compliance with
the provisions of this chapter. Should a property owner want to replace an existing sign, the new sign shall
be in compliance with the provisions of this chapter.

Sec. 22-533 — Administration. a ‘[Formatted: Block 1

The administration of this chapter shall be by the building official, or his designee, except that the removal of
signs may be by other duly authorized persons.

Sec. 22-534 - Fees.

Fees under this chapter are established in Appendix B to this Code.

Sec. 22-535 - Existing signs.

All existing signs in good repair, excluding abandoned signs, will be allowed to remain until such a time that
they become unsafe, the business closes or has to be replaced for whatever reason.

Sec. 22-536 — Sign Maintenance.

All signs, including those painted on the walls of buildings, shall be permanently maintained in a safe, - - ‘[Formatted: Indent: Left: 0", First line: 0.33"

presentable condition. All signs shall be kept in good repair and, unless of galvanized or noncorroding metal or
plastic, or treated with appropriate wood preservative, shall be thoroughly painted as often as is necessary
consistent with good maintenance. All braces, bolts, clips, supporting frames, and fastenings shall be free from
deterioration, termite infestation, rot or loosening. Additionally, all property surrounding the sign shall be kept in a
neat and orderly condition.

e ‘[Formatted: Indent: First line: 0"

Sec. 22-537 — Permits.




“ ‘[Formatted: Header, Border: Top: (No border)

(1) Required. All signs shall require a sign permit separate from the building permit. It is an offense for any
person to erect, construct, install, place, relocate, maintain or alter, within the city, any sign for which a
sign permit is required without first obtaining a sign permit and paying the necessary fees. A sign permit is
not required for repair, repainting, or maintenance that does not entail structural or electrical change.

(2) Application. All applications for permits shall be accompanied by a plan or plans drawn to scale which
shall include the following:

a. The dimensions of the sign and, where applicable, the dimensions of the wall surface of the
building to which it is to be attached.

b. The dimensions of the sign’s supporting members.

c. _The maximum and minimum height of the sign.

d. The proposed location of the sign in relation to the face of the building in front of which or above
which it is to be erected.

e. The proposed location of the sign in relation to the boundaries of the lot upon which it is to be
situated.

f.  The location of all electrical transmission lines within 30 feet of any part of such proposed sign
structure.

(3) Criteria. The following will be needed to obtain a permit:

a. One hard copy and one digital set of plans approved by a professional engineer registered in the
state.

b. The sign must be rated to meet the wind code, as adopted in Sec. 22-50.

c. Completed application; and

d. Contractor registration and/or state licenses, as applicable.

(4) Issuance. Upon the filing of an application for a permit, the plans, specifications, and other data shall be
examined by the building official. If it appears that such proposed sign is in compliance with the
requirements of this section and section 66-1 and other laws of the city, the building official shall issue the
permit.

Inspections required. All signs require inspection by the city prior to covering electrical work, if
applicable, and at the completion of sign construction. Contractor is responsible for providing the city
with a copy of the WPI-8 following the windstorm inspection by a windstorm inspector.

(5
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Sec. 22-538 — Requirements Generally.

(1) No sign, sign structure or sign support shall be placed nearer to the property line than ten feet and shall <= - - - Formatted: Numbered + Level: 1 + Numbering Style: 1,
not be upon or project over any public property, right-of-way, easement or abutting property. 2,3, .. + Startat: 1 + Alignment: Left + Aligned at:

0.25" + Indent at: 0.5"

(2) No sign shall be erected, constructed, or maintained as to obstruct any means of egress, or any opening
necessary for required light, ventilation or firefighting or escape from the premises, or as to prevent free
passage from of the roof to any other part thereof.

(3) No sign shall be attached to any exterior stairway, fire escape, firewall or balcony serving as a horizontal
exit.

(4) No sign will obstruct the use of any window above the first story that is a required means of egressto a
fire escape.

(5) All signs shall be constructed and erected as to prevent the accumulation of rainwater in the sign.

(6

The ground under and adjacent shall be kept free of weeds, high grasses, and trash.
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(7) Should more than one sign-related definition apply to a proposed sign the owner may choose the
definition that is to apply; however, all the regulations for that type of sign shall be met without
exception. If one of the definitions is a prohibited sign it shall remain a prohibited sign.

(8) All signs constructed, or erected shall comply with the building code that is in effect at the time of the
application for a permit.

(9) All sign plans shall have affixed to it a professional engineer's seal; however, an exception exists for flags
banners and pennants, which do not require a professional engineer's seal.

(10) All signs shall match the color scheme of the business which they are advertising. For example, if the
building is brick then the sign shall be constructed of the same type of brick, or if the building is
constructed of other materials and painted the sign shall match the building's paint color.

(11) All signs shall identify individual business, residential, and public use without creating confusion,
unsightliness, or visual obscurity.

“. ‘[Formatted: No bullets or numbering

Sec. 22-539 — Prohibited Signs.

(1) Signs containing statements, words, or pictures of an obscene, indecent, or immoral character, suchas <+ - - ‘[Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.25", Hanging: 0.25"

will offend public morals or decency.

(2) Signs with flashing, blinking or traveling lights which are located within 100 feet of any street right-of-way + - -

or 1,000 feet of any intersection, except for time, temperature and electronic messaging signs;

Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.25", Hanging: 0.25",
Numbered + Level: 1 + Numbering Style: 1,2, 3, ... +
Start at: 1 + Alignment: Left + Aligned at: 0.33" +

(3) Signs that imitate an official sign or signal or that contain the words "stop," "go slow," "caution," ;
"danger," "warning," or similar words. Indent at: 0.65
(4) Signs placed in the public right-of-way; (i) exception - A-frame signs; - ‘[Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.25", Hanging: 0.25"

(5) Signs that are of a size, location, movement, content, coloring, or manner of illumination that may be
confused with or construed as a traffic-control device, or would hide from view any traffic street signs or
signal or that obstruct the view in any direction of a person attempting to use a public street, road, or
public right-of-way or attempting to use a street or road intersection.

(6) Signs upon trees, rocks, bridges, street sign poles, or utility poles, or signs utilizing such objects for all or
part of their support;

(7) Off-premises signs, unless otherwise authorized by this chapter;

(8) Portable marquee signs;
9) Billboards;

(10) Any off-premises sign that is painted, or attached to any fence, railing or wall that is not a structural part
of a building except for signs that are commonly associated with safeguarding the use of the occupancy,
such as "no trespassing" and "beware of dog" signs;

(11) Projecting signs;
(12) Roof signs;
(13) Signs made of cardboard; and

(14) Abandoned signs.

Sec. 22-540 - On-premises signs.

(a)

Freestanding signs shall be subject to the following:
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(1)  Only one freestanding sign will be allowed on each lot that front only one public street. For lots
fronting more than one public street a freestanding sign will be allowed for each street.

(2) The maximum allowable effective area for freestanding signs will be 60 square feet.

(3)  Multifaced signs shall have a maximum effective area of 180 square feet.

(4) The maximum allowable height shall not exceed 30 feet on State Highway 35, and 20 feet elsewhere
within the city limits.

(5)  Such signs may not rotate.

(6)  Such signs shall meet the setback requirements of section Sec. 22-538(1).

(b) Wall signs shall be subject to the following:

(1) Such signs shall not project from the wall more than two feet.

(2) The maximum area of such signs shall not exceed 30 percent of the area of the wall on which it is
mounted. In multi-tenant buildings on the same lot the wall sign area shall not exceed 30 percent of
the tenants wall area on which the sign is to be mounted.

(c)  Canopy signs shall be subject to the following:

(1) Such signs shall not extend beyond any edge of the canopy.

(2)  One sign may be hung under the canopy providing that it is no closer to the ground than eight feet. In
buildings with multi-tenant buildings each tenant may have one canopy sign.

(d Electronic message signs.

(1)  Electronic message signs shall:

2. Contain a static message that may only be monochrome, variable shades, or full color;

b.  Contain a default design that will freeze the sign in one position with no more illumination that
0.3 footcandles above ambient light if a malfunction occurs;

c. Display messages for a period of not less than eight seconds and the change sequence must be
accomplished within an interval of two seconds or less;

d. Not include animation, video, audio, pyrotechnic, or clue Castin components.

(2)  Such signs shall be on the same support structure as a freestanding sign. The maximum size shall be no
larger than 60 square feet.

(e) Directional signs shall conform to the following:

(1) Such signs shall have a height no greater than three feet and a width no greater than three feet.

(2)  Such signs may be placed no closer than one foot to the property line.

(Ord. No. G-5-05, § 6, 6-27-2005; Ord. No. G-2-23, § 1(Exh. A), 6-12-2023)

Sec. 22-541 - Partially exempted signs.

The following signs are exempted from permit procedures and may be installed and maintained in compliance with+ - - ‘[Formatted: Indent: Left: 0", First line: 0"

all other city ordinances and within the limitations set forth below:

(a)  Public Signs. Noncommercial signs erected by or at the direction of a public officer in furtherance of the + - -
public interest or in the performance of his duty.

(b)  Real estate sign. Nonilluminated sign, not exceeding six square feet in an area per face, pertaining to
the sale or lease of a premise. If located on a property for sale or lease, the sign may remain on the

Formatted: Numbered + Level: 1 + Numbering Style: a,
b, ¢, ... + Start at: 1 + Alignment: Left + Aligned at:
0.25" + Indent at: 0.58"
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premises until the new owner or renter takes possession of the property. If on a site being developed, it
shall be located on the premises no more than 30 days prior to the start of construction and removed no
later than 15 days after construction is complete.

(c)  Contractor's sign. Nonilluminated, advertising the development or improvement of a property by a
builder, contractor, or other person furnishing service, material, or labor to said premises during the
period of construction. Such signs shall be located on the premise no more than 30 days prior to the
start of construction and removed no later than 15 days after construction is completed. Signs that have
an area of 32 square feet or more must be constructed and tied down to meet the wind code. Signs that
have less square footage may sit on the ground and be held in place by sandbags. One construction sign
may be used on a lot; corner lots are allowed one sign per street.

(d) Temporary signs. Temporary signs announcing any public, charitable, educational, or religious event or
function may be installed for a period of not more than 21 days prior to the event and not more than
seven days after the event, with a total sign area of not more than 32 square feet to all sign faces.

(e) Integral signs. Names of buildings, dates of erection, monumental citations and commemorative tablets
that are carved into stone, concrete, or similar permanent materials and constructed as an integral part
of the structure.

(f)  Name plates. One non-illuminated sign per entrance per business attached to the building and not
exceeding two square feet of area per face with the wording limited to name and occupation.

(g)  Private signs. Signs not visible beyond the boundaries of the lot or series of contiguous lots under the
same ownership on which they are located and which are not visible from any public right-of-way.

(h)  Traffic signs. Traffic and other official signs and devices installed by governmental agency

(i) On-site traffic zones. On-site traffic directional signs that do not carry any commercial message or
identification.

(i) Garage sales signs. One garage sale sign not exceeding six square feet of sign area for all sign faces
which is installed on a lot or a series of contiguous lots under the same ownership on which the garage
sale is located, which is installed not more than seven days prior to the garage sale and which is
removed not more than two days after the garage sale.

(k) Flag emblems. An insignia of any governmental body, charitable organization, and/or decorative display
for holidays or public demonstrations that do not contain advertising and are not used as such, including
non-commercial flags and banners. This provision shall not authorize the hanging of any banner on or
across any public street or city-owned property without the consent of the mayor or the mayor's
designee. Any applicant who is denied a permit may appeal to city council.

() Political signs. Signs that would refer to a particular issue or candidate relating to a particular public
election. Such signs may be erected for not more than 90 days, and must be removed by the property
owner, political candidate, or sponsoring political action committee not more than ten days after the
election for which they relate. If such signs are not removed within the above time period, then the
owner of the property upon which the signs are located, the person erecting or placing the sign, and the
candidate sponsored shall be jointly and severally liable and responsible under the penalty provisions of
the ordinance from which this requirement derived. Such signs shall not be place in public rights-of-way
except at polling places; and, shall not be restricted on private real property except as permitted by
V.T.C.A., Local Government Code § 216.903.

(m) Shingle sign. A shingle sign over a show window or door of a store or business establishment announcing
without display or elaboration only the name of the proprietor and nature of the business.

(n) _Banners, flags, pennants, and inflatables shall conform to the following: <« — ~ | Formatted: List 2, Numbered + Level: 1 + Numbering
. Style:a, b, ¢, ... + Start at: 1 + Alignment: Left + Aligned
(1)  Such signs shall be allowed for each calendar year. “« . at: 0.25" + Indent at: 0.58"

(2)  Such signs shall not be torn, tattered, ripped or faded. b \[ Formatted: Indent: Hanging: 0.03"
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(3) ___Such signs hung inside a place of business shall not constitute a sign and will not require a -~ -- ‘[Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.63", Hanging: 0.38"
permit.

(4)  Such signs and inflatables shall not encroach any public right-of-way, shall not create a sight
obstruction for vehicular or pedestrian traffic and shall not be attached to any public or
franchised utility pole, support wire or tree.

(5) __ One banner sign and one inflatable may be used per place of business. - ‘[Formatted: Indent: Hanging: 0.03"

(6)  One pennant sign may be permitted each 25 feet per lot frontage.

Example: A lot front up to 49 feet may place one pennant sign; a 50-foot lot front may place two
pennant signs, a 75-foot lot front may place three signs, etc.

(o) A-frame signs shall conform to the following: N ‘[Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.33", Hanging: 0.23"

(1)  Establishments with a main customer entrance directly facing a public street or sidewalk may
place an a-frame type sign on the public sidewalk in front of the establishment. The sign shall not
obstruct traffic control signs or devices. Signs may not impede or hinder the vision of drivers or
bicyclists. Signs may not obstruct pedestrian or ADA traffic.

(2) _Anapproved A-frame sign shall only be placed within the working business hours of the business <~~~ | Formatted: Block 3, Indent: Left: 0.63", Hanging: 0.38",
for which the sign is identifying. Numbered + Level: 2 + Numbering Style: 1,2, 3, ... +
Start at: 1 + Alignment: Left + Aligned at: 0.25" +
Indent at: 0.5"

Sec. 22-542 — Abandoned signs.

An abandoned sign depicts or refers to a product, business, service, activity, condition or person that has - ‘[Formatted: Indent: Left: 0", First line: 0.33"

changed in such a fashion that the sign no longer correctly identifies or describes him or it, that no longer exists at
the location referred to in the sign, or that no longer exists in any way or at any place.

(a)  Abandoned building signs shall be removed or painted out within 90 days of the cessation of such
business or sale of such product by the owner, agent or person having the beneficial interest in the
building or premises on which such sign is located.

(b) Abandoned freestanding signs shall be removed in accordance with the following provisions:

(1)  Signs faces shall be removed within 90 days of abandonment. The building official may grant one
extension of up to 90 days upon a showing of good cause.

(2)  Sign supports shall be removed within 180 days of the abandonment. The building inspector may
grant one extension of up to 90 days upon showing of a good cause.

Sec. 22-543 — Non-conforming signs.

(a)  Signs which do not conform to this article, but which lawfully existed and were maintained on the
effective date of December 31, 2011, shall, within three years after the effective date be removed or
made to conform; provided however, mobile portable signs and any other temporary signs shall be
removed or made to conform within 180 days after the effective date of December 31, 2011.

(b) During the interim period, such nonconforming signs shall be kept in good repair and visual appearance
and no structural alterations shall be made thereto. In the event that more than 50 percent of a
nonconforming sign is damaged, the sign shall be replaced with a conforming sign rather than repairing
the damage.

(c) Nonconforming signs advertising a business which has been vacated 60 days shall be removed or made
to conform.
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(d)  Variances. A relaxation of the terms of the ordinance from which this requirement derived may be
permitted where such variance will not be contrary to the public interest, health and welfare, and
where, because of conditions peculiar to the property and as the result of the actions of the applicant,
a literal enforcement of the ordinance from which this requirement derived would result in
unnecessary and undue hardship. A variance is authorized under this section only for height, sign area,
and length of time allowed to remove or conform a nonconforming sign Request for variance shall be
pursuant to the procedures outlined in section 2-267.

(e) Required conformity to existing ordinances. Nothing contained herein grants or allows an existing sign
presently in violation of the City of Bay City Code of Ordinances or the standard building code, a
nonconforming use status. Any existing violation must be remedied without regard to the
nonconforming time exemption contained herein.

(f)  Nothing contained herein shall prevent the building official from ordering the removal of any sign
which is deemed to be dangerous to the sign owner, or the public, or which places the public's health,
safety or welfare at risk.

Sec. 22-545 - Violations.

(a) Any person convicted of a violation of any provision of this chapter shall be fined in an amount as
established in section 1-16 of this Code. Each day of violation under this chapter shall be a separate
violation.

(b) Additionally, the building official or designated representative shall have the authority, and the duty, to
immediately seize, remove or cause to be removed and impounded any sign, poster, handbill, banner,
streamer or other outdoor advertising sign erected, placed, altered, maintained or neglected in
violation of this chapter, if the same is located on, in or above any public street or sidewalk area, or
other public property.

(c)  The cost of any such removal or impoundment shall be chargeable to the persons, jointly and severally
who were responsible for or who caused the erection or placement of the offending sign or
advertising, and their sureties, if any, unless the offense was one of neglect of maintenance, in which
case such cost shall be chargeable to the owner of the sign or the owner of the property upon which
the sign is located.

(d) __Any item impounded by the authority of this section shall be held for a period of 30 days and then
disposed of in any manner designated by the building inspector or designee. During the 30 days, the
owner of the item upon proof of same may reclaim such item at the place of storage by paying to the
city the actual cost of removal and impounding. This charge shall in any event be not less than $25.00
per sign.

Section 3. Payment of Fees. All persons, firms. or corporations applying for licenses or
permits or receiving other City services described herein that require the payment of a fee
incident to such application or service shall pay the foes as prescribed herein. It shall be a
violation of this Ordinance to conduct any activity or commence any use or receive any service
for which payment of a fee described herein is required until such fee has been paid (if
required lo he paid in advance) or to fail to pay such fee when properly billed.

Section 4. Cumulative. This Ordinance shall be cumulative of all fee provisions of the Code
of Ordinances of the City of Bay City, Texas as to the fees set forth herein on the effective
date of this Ordinance, except where the provisions of this Ordinance are in direct conflict
with the provisions of such ordinances and such Code, in which event the conflicting
provisions of such ordinances and such Code are hereby repealed.
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Section 5. Amending Fees. The City Council may, from time to time, by adopting new
ordinances, add to the fees set forth herein. and the fees now or hereafter set forth may be
modified from time to time by order of the City Council.

Section 6. Severability. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that the
phrases. clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and sections of this Ordinance are severable and if
any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, or section of this Ordinance shall be declared
unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such
unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences,
paragraphs, and sections of this Ordinance, since the same would have been enacted by the
City Council without the incorporation in this Ordinance of any such unconstitutional phrase,
clause, sentence, paragraph, or section.

Section 7. Remedies. All rights and remedies of the City are expressly saved as to any and
all violations of the provisions of the Code of Ordinances in effect on the effective date of this
Ordinance and modified by this Ordinance or any other ordinances in effect on the effective
date of this Ordinance and modified by this Ordinance and requiring the payment of fees for
license,s permits, and other services provided by the City which have accrued on the effective
date of this Ordinance; and any and all accrued violations and all pending litigation, both civil
and criminal, whether pending in court or not, under such ordinances, shall not be affected by
this Ordinance but may be prosecuted until disposition by the courts.

Section 8. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect on***{Formatted: Space Before: 6 pt

.

PASSED AND APPROVED ON this day of ,2024 == ‘[ Formatted: Space Before: 18 pt

Robert K. Nelson, Mayor
ATTEST:

Jeanna Thompson, City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Anne Marie Odefey, City Attorney
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Council Member: Voted Aye Voted No Absent
Brad Westmoreland

Blayne Finlay

Benjamin Flores

Becca Sitz
Mayor Pro-Tem

Jim Folse

Robert K. Nelson, Mayor

ATTEST:

Jeanna Thompson, City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND SUBSTANCE:

Anne Marie Odefey, City Attorney



