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BACKGROUND 

On July 16th, 2024 the City of Baxter approved the WSB Professional Services Contract for the 2026 CSAH 48 
(Highland Scenic Road) Trail Connections Project (federally funded), municipal project number 4140. The first of 
two segments will connect Marohn Road/Foley Road to Ashdale Lane, and the second segment will connect 
Knollwood Drive. to Isle Drive. The pedestrian crossings at Marohn Road/Foley Road and Parkwood Drive are being 
updated as well with refuges/medians.  

The project utilizes two grants that were awarded to the City of Baxter and Crow Wing County. A Highway Safety 
Improvement Program (HSIP) grant in the amount of $750,000, and a Transportation Alternatives Program (TA) 
grant in the amount of $461,369. The City of Baxter, Crow Wing County, and WSB have held meetings throughout 
the design stage to gather feedback, and the current plans and design are 100% complete. 

WSB and City Staff are currently working with Crow Wing County to finalize a cost share agreement. These 
conversations are ongoing. The current anticipated cost share amount based on the engineer’s estimate is shown 
in the Financial Implications table. 

Easements for the project have been obtained, and the Right of Way Certificate was submitted to State Aid. State 
Aid approved the Right of Way Certificate, and it has been submitted to Central Office for review. 

The plans, Right of Way Certificate, and specifications have been completed and reviewed by State Aid. They now 
need final review and approval from the Central Office. The project will be advertised and bid once final approvals 
have been received. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

WSB and City Staff have completed negotiations with property owners regarding easements. Easement acquisition 
did come in under the original budgeted amount. 

With the removal of the retaining wall, both segments of the trail construction are currently anticipated to be 
properly funded. The tables below reflect the updated costs and project budget. The table also shows the current 
anticipated project cost for The City of Baxter with the anticipated Crow Wing County cost participation amount. 
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