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Chapter Three: Historic Resources of Bastrop County 

These properties are found in the immediate vicinity of the 
four blocks that comprise the project area. The first property 
to be discussed is Bastrop's Iron Bridge over Gills Branch. It 
was fonnerly situated just west of the Fann Road and Highway 
95 intersection. The bridge rested over Gills Branch, but it is 
listed in the NRHP as resting over Piney Creek, an alternate 
nomenclature. This iron-truss bridge was the first pennanent 
bridge to be built in Bastrop County. and was erected in 1881 
for a cost of $1.400.00 (Moore 1977:93). 
It was designed by the MO. Valley Bridge 
& Ironworks Company (THC 2008). It • 
unclear when this bridge was removed 
replaced with a modem concrete 
(Figure 3-3), but some bricks 
have been part of its founda • 
with numerous other cons 
still lie within the bed of 

The Miley, Willis House, located at 
1320 Fann Road, maintains much of 
its architectural integrity (Eigure 3-4). 
Its architectural style suggests it dates 
from around the I 870s to the tum of 
the nineteenth century (THC 2008). The 

... \ single-level dwelling was constructed 

- a • g 

Proposed Bastrop Convention Center and City Hall Project 

classify it as Victorian Folk, and lacks the features expected 
of Greek Revival, as classified in the NRHP listing. The 
symmetrical fa~de contains two adjacent central doors with 
a single/double-hung 12-light window at either end. The 
walls are covered in a horizontal siding. The lack ofwindow-
surrounds indicates that the windows may be contemporary 
replacements or the house may be sheathed in modem 
building fabrics. The home appears to be well-maintained. 

in the Folk Victorian style. The wood-
frame sits on brick piers (THC 2008). 
The home's gable-front and wing design 
was common in post-railroad America 
(McAlester I 984). Victorian detailing 
includes small eave brackets and semi-
turned columns. F~ade fenestrations 
include two vertical 2/2 windows on 
the pedimented gable end and along the 
wing. Typical of Folk Victorian homes, 
the fenestrations are symmetrical with a 
central entry wrapped by a transom and 
side-lights. The exterior walls are clad in 
horizontal wood siding. Contemporary 
features include gutters along the porch, 
embossed metal skirting around the base 
and a metal roof. This property appears to 
be well-maintained. 

Figure 3-3. Current bridge over Gills Branch. 

The NRHP listed residence at 13 I 6 Fann 
Road is a single-level home and appears 
to be ·a simple, side-gabled, hall-and-
parJor plan with a rear extension, all 
typical features of the National Folk Style 

., (Figure 3-5). As is common in the South, 
it also has the full-width, shed-roofed 
porch. Unlike the Miley, Willis house, 
this structure lacks the ornamentation to 

\ 
! \ l \ \ \ 

.. . 
Figure 3-4. Miley, Willis House at I 320 Farm Road. 
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Bend Burial Ground Reids . . _._-1 

Birth: unknown f2ei.£t> 7-::evds Wv1a..L t,n:)I..KLI-
Death: unknown l..crJt" C,eW\e~ 
Reid Bend's Burlal Ground {Lost Cemetery) 

This was a private cemetery used by the 
descendants of James Reid Sr. from 1838 until 
at 1east 1919\ It was located on the Austin 
tract above and aligning the town of Bastrop, 
TX i.e. "2.5 miles north of the town of Bastrop, 
TX" as described in 1889. There is no longer 
any trace of this cemetery. There are three 
confirmed burials on this site but many more 
presumed. These presumed individuals would 
have been buried here between 1838 and 
1919. Once the Reid's Bend property was no 
longer owned by the Reids, family burials were 
moved to either other Bastrop County 
cemeteries or cemeteries found outside of 
Bastrop County as 3rd and 4th generations 
moved away from Reid's Bend tract. 

Because members of the James Curtis Sr. 
family also lived on this Austin tract from 1829 
to 1849 and were related by marriage to the 
Reids, the burial ground might also have been 
the final resting place for the earliest members 
of the Curtis (Old 300), Sims (Old 300), and 
Stewart families. No proof has been found to 
support this theory. By 1853, the first and 
most of the 2nd generation of the Curtis family 
were deceased. 

This cemetery is not to be confused with Reid's 
Bend Hispanic Cemetery (abandoned) which is 
located on a shelf bank (first flood plain) on 
Reid's Bend river bend just above the Colorado 
River. There is a large physical separation of 
these two Reid's Bend located cemeteries. The 
cemetery was used in the 1920's and 1930's 
and on land now owned by Texas Aggregates, 
Inc. Only 7 graves can be found but others 
might exist. 

Until Sept 2010 the Reid's Bend land was a 
mixed of cleared, grassy pasture and heavily 
brush. In June 2001, a group of Reid-
Hutchi(n)son descendents tried to locate the 
cemetery with permission of the present 
owners, Bar W Ranch. They were unsuccessful. 
The last time the cemetery had been visited, 
prior to this, was in the 19S0's by Effie and 
Claude Sharp who had taken her mother to 
visit the family plot. The Sharps were part of 
the 2001 gathering. The property has changed 
hands many times since the Reids. Bulldozing 

bnpi;llwww.tinda,rave.com/cgi-bin/f g.cgi?page=gr&GRid=:66275123 
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has changed the surface of the land. It Is very 
possible that the cemetery has been bulldozed 
over. The Sharps recall that most of the 
headstones are petrified rocks. However, the 
approximate location can be determined from 
Bastrop County deed records and a funeral 
caret 

In September 2010, Bar W Ranch cleared 
some of the brushy land to make new pasture. 
Remains of a past settlement were uncovered. 
However, the bulldozer operator had scattered 
the remains of the archeological sites and 
bumed the debris before he realized the 
significance of the find. All the finds were in 
the •area that the cemetery was supposed to be 
based on early records. Bar W Ranch gave 
pennission to Reid and Cindy Sharp and 
Charles and Linda Reid, descendants of James 
Reid Sr., to examine the newly cleared land 
before it was seeded for pasture. 

The archeological finds included a large, single 
rock. According to the Effie (now dec'd) and 
Claude Sharp in 2001, there was a rock that 
marked the entrance to Reid's Bend Burial 
Ground. It was the only small boulder found. 
The rock was moved by the bulldozer but still 
remained in the general area. Three home 
sites used as late as the 1920's and 1930's 
were found. Bricks, both handmade and 
commercially made, were found scattered over 
the ground. A hand. dug water well, that was 
manually lined with plaster, was also found 
near one of the home sites and the large rock. 

, Looking at a 1899 topo map of Bastrop County 
·which showed the road to Reid's Bend and 
·comparing it to a modem street map of 
Bastrop, TX and aerial map of Bar W Ranch, it 
was determined that the 2010 route to Reid's 
Bend is almost identical to one in 1899. 
Following directions to Reid's Bend Burial 
Ground from an 1889 funeral card, the location 
and mileage correlates to the location of the 
newly uncovered archeological site. 

When James Sr.'s estate was finally settled in 
1854, Thomas Reid [eldest son] bought back 
the portion of land that contained the burial 
ground from the new owner, W.J.S. carter. 
The men were associated to one another by 
marriage through the Dancer family. As stated 
in Deed Book I, page 504, 21 Feb 1855 - 1/2 
ac granted to Thomas Reid (pd $1) for land on 
which James Reid Sr. was buried. The deed 
also described the cemetery location: "East of 
the Colorado River near the bank of said River, 

I 
above the place where the house stands in 
which Bartlett Sims family [lived]." [Note: 
Bart,ett S. Sims and Samuel H. Reid married 

btt,-:llwww.dadaJ11vt.ccmlc,i-binlf e,c,i?page=gr&GRid=66275123 
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Curtis sisters. The Slmses later moved to 
Williamson Co., TX in 1849.] Slms had hls 
residence being "a part of the upper 1/3 part 
of the league above and aligning the town of 
Bastrop." The wording in the deed ls such that 
it indicates more than one grave was buried on 
this half acre. The last know burial recorded 
was a randdau hter, Rebecca Greg Reid MIiey 

, 
I 

in 1919. The funeral announcement in 1 
referred to the cemetery as Reid's Bend Burial 
Ground. 

Will\~ O\iUQ.V" llvliletf-> Vv\~· 

Burial: 
Reid's Bend Burial Ground (lost) 
Bastrop 
Bastrop County 
Texas, USA 

Created by: Linda Reid 
Record added: Feb 28, 2011 
Find A Grave Memorial# 66275123 

http,:llwww.fiudapve.comlcgi-bin/f g.cgi1page=gr&GRid=66215123 
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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

Charles Lee 
1320 Farm Street 
Bastrop, TX 78602 

Dear Mr. Lee: 

August 1, 2001 

Several years ago, the Bastrop City Council passed the Historic Landmark Preservation 
Ordinance, creating the Historic Landmark Commission and giving it the responsibility for 
coordinating efforts to protect Bastrop's historic structures. One of the provisions in the 
ordinance is the establishment of a Significant Landmark status which recognizes and 
preserves structures by preventing their demolition or removal, yet in no way interferes in 
their ordinary maintenance and upkeep. 

Because of the historical and architectural significance of your property at 1320 Farm Street 
and its listing on the National Register of Historic places, the Commission would like to 
nominate your home for this designation. As an invitee, you will not be responsible for the 
$300.00 application fee which you would incur if you requested designation .later. The 
process is simple and the Commission can assist you in completing the application. 

If you agree to this nomination, your home will be among several structures to be brought to 
the Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council in the fall for Significant Landmark 
designation. You will receive an official notice from the City Planning Department 
regarding the dates, place and times. It is not necessary for you to be present at either 
meeting. 

After the Council has approved this designation, we invite you to sign and return the 
enclosed agreement for the highest level of recognition, that of Historic Landmark Status. 
This status awards your home the new bronze Historic Landmark Plaque provided by the 
City and entitles you, as the property owner, to an annual percentage city property tax 
rebate. 

With the changes evident in the current and future growth of Bastrop, we hope that you 
agree that preserving the downtown historic district is not only important from an 
architectural and historical standpoint, but will also have a positive effect on property 
values and the continuance of our small town ambience. 

If you have any questions at all, please call me at 303-0442. 

Bill Ennis 
Chairman 

P. 0. Box 427 • Bastrop, Tens 78602 

' • 



8:38 .111 5G Fill· 

< Bastrop Ed"t 0 
April 4, 2018 a:22 AM I • • • . 

Lu .Q. Ca.,, V\ V\ot ti,{_Q__, Ot"2Wvi,c,, 
~rcJ::~ OY' Fc.iv'/.,1;\, '?f;tleci: 

U'\.e- ~t)t:-11[Q,, Lu.o.vL,G;~~-

IBiiCEI • Pl Jl-
c!J Q +tf) 1lliJ 



I 



I t 

l_ 
1 



{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Form","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Form","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Form","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}

