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BACKGROUND: 
The purpose of this article is to prevent properties from falling into such disrepair that demolition 
is the only option.  
 
Chapter 9 of the Bastrop Building Block (B3) Code contains the criteria, process, and 
requirements for 
 
ARTICLE 9.5 FAILURE TO MAINTAIN RESULTING IN DEMOLITION BY NEGLECT SEC.  
9.5.001 STATE OF DEMOLITION BY NEGLECT  
(a) No owner or person, firm, corporation or other organization with an interest in real property 
that is designated as a Historic Landmark, a Structure or Site that has been certified, registered 
or designated by any federal, state or other authorized body/entity as having historical 
significance, or any Structure or Site that is located within a local Historic District, shall permit 
the property to fall into a serious state of disrepair so as to result in the deterioration of any 
exterior architectural feature which would, in the judgment of the Historic Landmark 
Commission, produce a detrimental effect upon the character of a Historic Landmark, the district 
as a whole, or the life and character of the property itself. Examples of such deterioration 
include:  
(1) Deterioration of exterior walls or other vertical supports.  
(2) Deterioration of roofs or other horizontal members.  
(3) Deterioration of exterior chimneys. 
(4) Deterioration or crumbling of exterior stucco or mortar.  
(5) Ineffective waterproofing of exterior walls, roof, or foundations, including broken windows or 
doors.  
(6) Deterioration of any feature creating a hazardous condition which could lead to the claim that 
Demolition is necessary for the public safety. 
 
SEC. 9.5.002 DEMOLITION BY NEGLECT HEARING PROCEDURE  
(a) Upon notification to the Historic Landmark Commission of such a state of disrepair, the 
Historic Landmark Commission shall notify the owner in writing, informing the owner of the 
violation and the specifics of the alleged deterioration, requesting that the owner appear before 
the Historic Landmark Commission for determination of the existence of detrimental 
deterioration.  
(b) If, after a public hearing before the Historic Landmark Commission, the Historic Landmark 
Commission determines that the deterioration has produced a detrimental effect as described in 



 

subsection A of this section, the owner shall cure the deterioration by Restoration or other 
appropriate actions within a reasonable period of time as determined by the Historic Landmark 
Commission but in no case longer than 180calendar days from the determination by the Historic 
Landmark Commission. The owner must comply with all requirements of requesting a certificate 
of Appropriateness from the Historic Landmark Commission. Failure of the owner to cure the 
deterioration within the time specified by the Historic Landmark Commission shall cause the 
property owner to be subject to penalties as defined in section 14.03.009, which may be 
assessed civilly or in municipal court 
(c) Any Applicant who is dissatisfied with the action of the Historic Landmark Commission 
relating to the issuance or denial of a Certificate of Appropriateness shall have the right to 
Appeal the determination to the City Council. The Applicant has 15 calendar days from date of 
the Historic Landmark Commission action to file for the Appeal. The Appeal request will be 
placed on the next available City Council agenda. To be considered, the Appeal shall set forth 
the grounds for such Appeal and shall provide the City with any pertinent evidence and all 
related documentation related to the Appeal. The City Council shall use the adopted approval 
criteria for the Appeal review. 
 
As the Commission begins to research and talk to property owners, this information is important 
to keep in mind. 

 


