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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  

AN OVERVIEW TO THE ARKANSAS CITY 2022 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

 

One primary purpose of this Comprehensive Plan is to provide a rational basis for zoning decisions, patterns 

of land use, and actions (both public and private) affecting the physical development of Arkansas City as 

well as its economic development.  This Plan seeks to coordinate publicly financed capital improvements, 

such as streets, sewers and water lines, with private development activities that produce homes and 

businesses. 

Another primary purpose of this Plan is to identify and articulate the needs and desires of the citizens of 

Arkansas City.  While undertaking such a task is always challenging – and results are inherently subject to 

differing interpretations – this Plan enjoys the benefit of multiple surveys completed by citizens in 2021-22 

and much of the results from the 2013 Survey are also still recognized.  These survey results – which are 

reported in detail throughout the text of the Plan – are supplemented by input from other sources from the 

community as well as numerous other recent studies on housing, the economy, infrastructure, and 

community health.  That input – both fact and opinion – was first extensively reviewed and analyzed by the 

Arkansas City Planning Commission.  This document is the work product of citizens who are knowledgeable 

of their community’s past, its present, and who desire to convey and energize the possibilities for the future. 

This Comprehensive Plan, once it is adopted by the City Commission, is the City’s official policy guide for 

future development.  As such the Plan:  sets out the City’s planning-related goals; provides a data resource 

base for long-range and strategic planning; identifies factors influencing growth and development in the area; 

makes recommendations as to future land use and development in the area so as to guide future planning 

decisions; and recommends adoption of zoning regulations to enable implementation of the goals set forth in 

the Plan.  Those goals are to promote economic growth and land use development, and to do so in a 

manner which protects, and enhances, the factors which already make Arkansas City a good place to 

live. 

The Planning Area for this Plan includes the land within Arkansas City’s corporate city limits as well as 

unincorporated lands specified as the City's "Growth Area".  The Future Land Use Maps which are part of 

the Plan cover the Planning Area. 

While Kansas law does not require any city to adopt a Comprehensive Plan, a proper plan is recognized in 

the law as a means to help cities reach goals and develop an environment that is aesthetically pleasing, safe, 

operates efficiently, and strives for equitable treatment for all citizens. 

While a Comprehensive Plan is not itself a law that can be enforced – as compared to zoning regulations 

which are – the Plan nonetheless plays a direct role in land use regulatory actions by the City, and as such 

directly affects property owners and developers.  The Plan will be used as a guide by the Arkansas City 

Planning Commission and City Commission when considering rezoning, condition use permits, and other 

requests.  A legally recognized criterion for City consideration of a rezoning is whether the proposed 

rezoning is consistent with the City’s adopted plan.   

This revision to the 2013 Comprehensive Plan updates the plan including by providing updated data and the 

update of goals and actions.  This document should not be construed as a brand-new plan but rather an 

updated and revised one.  The Planning Commission desired to develop goals that were measurable and 

specific.  Every attempt has been made to achieve that directive. In each Chapter, with the exception of the 

first two, goals and actions are organized around priorities.  Generally, where specific actions build on a 

goal, they will be listed immediately following the goal.  Some goals may not have specific actions listed.  

Short term priority means a goal or action should be achieved within the next 5 years.  Medium term priority 

means it should be achieved within 5-10 years.  A long-term priority means it should be achieved in 10 or 

more years.  A brief synopsis of each of the Chapters follows: 
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Chapters One and Two provide some basic background information, demographic data, history and trends 

relevant to Arkansas City and some detail as to the nature and extent of some of the assets and resources 

which help define the “character” of the community.  For example, schools, civic organizations, community 

events and municipal services are described.  No attempt has been made to fully list and describe all 

elements of the community, as such would be a task that would overshadow the fundamental purpose of this 

Plan. 

Chapter Three – Housing and Neighborhoods:  The goals relating to housing can be stated generally as 

taking actions to encourage residential development that will serve the entire community.  This means 

housing size, type (single-family, detached, duplexes, etc.) and cost that meet the needs of large families and 

small, higher, middle and lower income, young adults and seniors. It is not the goal of the City government 

to play a direct role in the housing market but to seek to remove as many obstacles as is possible.   

Chapter Four – Economic Development:  The goals relating to Arkansas City’s economic development are 

as broad and far-ranging as those for housing:  to take actions that will promote the growth of existing 

businesses and at the same time create an atmosphere that will appeal to new employees that the 

community wants to have.  The role of the City will be to encourage and facilitate the efforts of 

organizations presently engaged in economic development activities. 

Chapter Five – Parks, Recreation and Natural and Historic Resources:  The 2013 community survey 

identified a general sense of satisfaction with the number and maintenance of existing City parks.  Survey 

responses also showed support for extending the hike and bike trail, and for development of a wetland for 

wildlife habitat and park and hike and bike trail purposes.  The City owns a large number of parcels and 

structures, including small and seldom-used parks.  The City should study each of those properties and 

determine whether disposition is in the best interests of the community.    

Chapter Six – Infrastructure and Transportation:  The 2013 survey, and other sources, reveals the 

community is well aware of the importance of a reliable supply of good quality water, the public sewer 

system ad stormwater management.  The goals set out in this chapter show the need for capital improvements 

with respect to all of those municipal services.  As for the transportation infrastructure there is a need for a 

systematic program for improvements to streets and sidewalks to catch up on deferred maintenance. 

Chapter Seven - Community Health:  This chapter shows the connection that exists between housing and 

health of community members, the economy and health, and municipal services and programs and health.  

The community's health care resources are described, including the City-County Health Department, and 

recent studies relating to health care and conditions are summarized.  The impact of the Coronavirus 

pandemic cannot be overemphasized.  COVID-19 has changed the healthcare picture forever.  It brought to 

the forefront issues on how public health is handled.  Now, more than ever, the City must work to promote 

public health by promoting our local health institutions and to ensure that public health is looked at in all 

planning decisions.   

Chapter Eight –Land Use/Growth Management:  The goals in the Plan relating to how the City grows, 

and what land use is most appropriate for a given piece of property, are broad and far-reaching.  

Implementing strategies to attain land use goals is important to achieving other goals set forth in the Plan. 

The 2013 Plan called for the City’s new land use regulations, and development occurring in accordance with 

those regulations, to preserve the existing character of Arkansas City while at the same time promoting the 

area’s economic development, growth and prosperity.  Sufficient land area needs to be identified to serve 

housing needs.  Those regulations were developed and have, for the most part, worked well.  However, with 

changes in the community and technologies there is a need to update the regulations to reflect the current 

trends in place today. 

Any updates to the City’s land use regulations and future zoning actions need to take into account the goals 

relating to commercial and industrial growth.  Again, the goal is not just “enough” land zoned to meet such 
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demands, but land that is well-suited and well-situated for such development given all the interrelated goals 

of this Comprehensive Plan. 

Future Land Use Maps:  The Future Land Use Maps are a component of this Plan.  They show the desired 

future land use for property within the corporate city limits and within the designated unincorporated area 

known as the "Growth Area".  The land uses as designated on the map do not specifically utilize the 

proposed new zoning regulations' classification of zoning districts, instead use is made of more generic land 

use classifications (agricultural, industrial, residential, etc.) that will be more useful to citizens, property 

owners and the Planning Commission and Governing Body as rezonings are considered. 

It is important to understand that the Future Land Use Maps are not zoning maps.  They do not impose 

zoning upon any property.  The maps provide a picture of what the community believes the best and/or most 

likely land uses will be in the future. 

 


