
K a n s a s  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s  I n v e n t o r y

LOCATION:

C o u n t y : Cowley

A d d r e s s : 226 S  SUMMIT ST 

A d d r e s s  R e m a r k s :

City: Arkansas  Ci ty

Zip: 67005  -  2847

P a r c e l  I D : 299-30-0-30-15-012.00-0

L e g a l  D e s c r i p t i o n :

L e g a l  D e s c r i p t i o n  R e m a r k s : ARKANSAS CITY, BLOCK 69, Lot 14

L a t i t u d e ,  L o n g i t u d e  1 : 3 7 . 0 6 0 0 6  - 9 7 . 0 3 8 5 9 6

L a t i t u d e ,  L o n g i t u d e  2 :

L a t i t u d e ,  L o n g i t u d e  3 :

L a t i t u d e ,  L o n g i t u d e  4 :

D a t u m : W G S 8 4

DESCRIPTION:

H i s t o r i c  N a m e : K.P.  Cast le  Block

A l t e r n a t e  N a m e : Whit t le  Bui lding

H i s t o r i c  F u n c t i o n : Soc ia l

S u b c a t e g o r y : Meet ing  Ha l l

H i s t o r i c  F u n c t i o n  R e m a r k s : The Knights  of  Pythias  met  on the  th i rd  level  of  th is  bui lding f rom ca.
1890-1905.  The bui ld ing  was  known as  the  KP Block,  the  KP Cast le ,  the
Whi t t le  Bui ld ing  and The Globe  or  Lesem Mercant i le  Company.  The  bui ld ing
f i r s t  appears  on  the  1890  Sanborn ,  which  a l so  no tes  a  bowl ing  a l ley  was  in
the  basement ,  a  c lo th ing  s to re  on  the  main  leve l ,  and  of f ices  on  the  second .
The  on ly  changes  in  1899  were  tha t  the  s to re  was  vacan t  and  b i l l i a rds
rep laced  bowl ing .  In  1902 ,  the  Lesem Sis te rs  l eased  the  f i r s t  f loor  and
basement  for  the i r  Mercant i le ,  the  second f loor  was  be ing  used  by  Dr .  L .D.
Mitchel l  for  his  dental  pract ice .  The Whit t le  family  and Mrs.  Whit t le’s
mother ,  Mrs .  Hi l l ier ,  occupied the  th i rd  f loor .  According to  local  h is tory  the
Lesem s is te rs  s tore  was  the  f i r s t  Ladies’  Ready- to-Wear  s tore  in  town.  I t
ca r r i ed  every th ing  bu t  shoes ,  and  spec ia l i zed  in  b r ida l  appare l .  Ha t s  were
made  to  order  in  the  s tore .  Chief  Washunga ,  Chief  of  the  Kaw Nat ion ,  was  a
cus tomer .  Sanborns  show the  mi l l ine ry  in  1905 ,  tha t  was  expanded  to  inc lude
c lo th ing  and  occupied  the  basement  and  f i r s t  l eve l  in  1912  (a  photo  f rom ca .
1912  has  the  name The  Globe  on  the  facade) .  The  KoP on  the  th i rd  leve l  were
rep laced  by  furn i shed  rooms ,  and  a  den t i s t  was  on  the  second  leve l .  The
same  func t ions  (minus  the  den t i s t )  were  no ted  on  the  1920  Sanborn .  The
1925 CD l is ts  Midwest  Coffee  Co.  wi th  Globe Apts  upsta i rs .  Brown & Mil ler
Furn i tu re  i s  l i s ted  in  1930  & 1938 ,  rep laced  by  Whi t ing  Furn i tu re  by  1952 .
Whi t ing  remains  a t  th i s  loca t ion  through a t  l eas t  1962 (CD) .

P r e s e n t  F u n c t i o n : C o m m e r c e / T r a d e

Pr in t ed :  05 /07 /2024

0 3 5 - 0 2 1 0 - 0 0 0 3 4  
K . P .  C a s t l e  B l o c k  
2 2 6  S  S U M M I T  S T  
A r k a n s a s  C i t y  

 



S u b c a t e g o r y : Spec ia l ty  S to re

P r e s e n t  F u n c t i o n  R e m a r k s : 2011  and  2017 :  Schmid t  Jewel ry  s to re  on  the  main  l eve l  wi th  apa r tments
a b o v e .

R e s i d e n t i a l / C o m m e r c i a l / R e l i g i o u s  S t y l e : V e r n a c u l a r

S e c o n d a r y  S t y l e :

B a r n  T y p e : Not  Appl icable

B r i d g e  T y p e : Not  Appl icable

L a n d s c a p e  T y p e : Not  Appl icable

P h y s i c a l  D e s c r i p t i o n / R e m a r k s : Narrow th ree -s to ry  l imes tone  bu i ld ing  appears  to  have  had  corn ice  p rev ious ly
removed .  Facade  f ea tu re s  co rne r  p i l a s t e r s  and  a r ched  w indow su r rounds  on
wes t  and  sou th  s t ree t  facade .  Windows  v i s ib le  a re  1 /1  double -hung  wood
uni t s  in  s ing le  and  pa i r  conf igura t ions  tha t  appear  to  be  or ig ina l .  Windows
are  exposed  a t  second- f loor  openings  on  f ron t  and  one  bay  of  sou th  facade
only ,  a l l  o ther  upper  windows are  covered .  S toref ront  i s  mid-century
r e p l a c e m e n t .
S tone  bu i ld ing  has  cement i t ious  pa rg ing  over  a rched  window hoods ,
keys tones  and  in t eg ra l  be l t cou r se  ac ros s  sou th  and  eas t / r ea r  f acade .
Windows are  boarded ,  exposed  in  se lec t  loca t ions  on  f ron t  facade .  His tor ic
v iew shows arched  s tone  openings  on  s t ree t  l eve l .  Exis t ing  s toref ront  i s  major
des ign  change  wi th  b lond  br ick  corner  p ie r  and  ta l l  bu lkhead  ( typ ica l  o f
jewel ry  s to res ) .  En t ry  i s  r ecessed  a t  nor th  end  of  wes t  f acade .  Transom area
is  covered  wi th  meta l  s id ing .  Large  f ixed  canvas  awning  has  been  ins ta l led
over  f l a t  me ta l  canopy  and  ex tends  a round  corner  to  sou th  s to re f ron t  bay .

P l a n  F o r m : R e c t a n g l e

C o m m e r c i a l  B u i l d i n g  T y p e : Two-Par t  Commercia l  Block

R o o f  F o r m : F l a t  w i t h  P a r a p e t

S t o r i e s : 3

C o n d i t i o n : F a i r

P r i n c i p a l  M a t e r i a l : S t o n e

C o n d i t i o n  R e m a r k s :

A r c h i t e c t / D e s i g n e r / B u i l d e r : U n k n o w n

Y e a r  o f  C o n s t r u c t i o n : 1 8 9 0

C e r t a i n t y : E s t i m a t e d

D a t e  N o t e s : The  bu i ld ing  f i r s t  appea r s  on  the  1890  Sanborn

G e n e r a l  R e m a r k s :

A n c i l l a r y  S t r u c t u r e s : N o n e  

A n c i l l a r y  S t r u c t u r e  R e m a r k s :

REGISTER STATUS:

L i s t e d  i n  S t a t e  R e g i s t e r : C o n t r i b u t i n g

D a t e  o f  S t a t e  L i s t i n g : 0 8 / 2 7 / 1 9 8 3

L i s t e d  i n  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r : C o n t r i b u t i n g

D a t e  o f  N a t i o n a l  L i s t i n g : 1 0 / 2 8 / 1 9 8 3

H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t : Arkansas  Ci ty  Commerc ia l  Center  His tor ic  Dis t r ic t

D e m o l i s h e d :

D a t e  D e m o l i s h e d  ( i f  a p p l i c a b l e ) :

P o t e n t i a l l y  E l i g i b l e  f o r  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r :

R e g i s t e r  S t a t u s  R e m a r k s : Cement ious  coa t ing  on  s tone  l in te l s  and  s tone  de ta i l ing  nega t ive ly  a f fec t s
his tor ic  in tegr i ty  as  does  inf i l l  of  upper  windows.

T h e m a t i c  N o m i n a t i o n  ( M P D F ) :

N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  L a n d m a r k :      

SURVEY INFORMATION:



S u r v e y  1

S u r v e y  P r o j e c t  N a m e : Arkansas  Ci ty  -  Resurvey of  Commercia l  Center  His tor ic  Dis t r ic t  and Adjacent  Area  (HPF2018)

S e q u e n c e  N u m b e r : 0 7 8

S u r v e y e d  B y : S p e n c e r  P r e s e r v a t i o n

S u r v e y  D a t e : 1 2 / 1 1 / 2 0 1 7

IMAGES & DOCUMENTS

226  S  Summit  S t .  Looking  NE and
the  wes t  and  sou th  e l eva t ins .

0 7 / 2 4 / 2 0 0 9 .

ca .  1912 v iew of  S  Summit  S t .
Corn i sh  S tud io .

226  S .  Summit .  12-11-2017 .
F ron t /wes t  f acade .  B .  Spence r

226  S .  Summit .  12-12-2017 .  South
facade .  B .  Spence r

226  S .  Summit .  12-12-2017 .
S to re f ron t  a t  SW corne r .  B .  Spencer

226  S .  Summi t .  12-12-2017 .  Upper
f loors  on f ront /west  facade.  B.

S p e n c e r

226  S .  Summit .  12-12-2017 .  South

226 S .  Summit .  12-12-2017.  Deta i l
o f  cement  pa rg ing  on  l in te l s  and
bel tcourse  ( typ ica l ) .  B .  Spencer

 

226  S .  Summi t .
Si teplan.  2017.  Ci ty  of  Arkansas  Ci ty .

https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=035-0210-00034_1.jpg&cap=226%20S%20Summit%20St%2E%20%20Looking%20NE%20and%20the%20west%20and%20south%20elevatins%2E%20%2007%2F24%2F2009%2E
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=035-0210-00034_2.jpg&cap=ca%2E%201912%20view%20of%20S%20Summit%20St%2E%20%20Cornish%20Studio%2E
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=035-0210-00034_3.jpg&cap=226%20S%2E%20Summit%2E%2012%2D11%2D2017%2E%20Front%2Fwest%20facade%2E%20B%2E%20Spencer
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=035-0210-00034_4.JPG&cap=226%20S%2E%20Summit%2E%2012%2D12%2D2017%2E%20South%20facade%2E%20B%2E%20Spencer
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=035-0210-00034_5.JPG&cap=226%20S%2E%20Summit%2E%2012%2D12%2D2017%2E%20Storefront%20at%20SW%20corner%2E%20B%2E%20Spencer
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=035-0210-00034_6.JPG&cap=226%20S%2E%20Summit%2E%2012%2D12%2D2017%2E%20Upper%20floors%20on%20front%2Fwest%20facade%2E%20B%2E%20Spencer
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=035-0210-00034_7.JPG&cap=226%20S%2E%20Summit%2E%2012%2D12%2D2017%2E%20South%20and%20east%2Frear%20facades%2E%20B%2E%20Spencer
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=035-0210-00034_8.JPG&cap=226%20S%2E%20Summit%2E%2012%2D12%2D2017%2E%20Detail%20of%20cement%20parging%20on%20lintels%20and%20beltcourse%20%28typical%29%2E%20B%2E%20Spencer
javascript:var newWindow=window.open('http://khri.kansasgis.org/photos_docs/035-0210-00034_10.pdf','')


and  ea s t / r ea r  f acades .  B .  Spence r


