
STAFF REPORT 
Removal of Historic Landmark Status, James Madison Williams House   

December 17, 2019 Town Council Meeting 
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The purpose of the public hearing is to consider the facts, recommendation, and receive public comment in 
order to formulate a decision on the proposed application for the removal of the Historic Landmark status.  
  
A public hearing notice has been posted in accordance with applicable requirements. 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  
Location:  4525 Green Level West Road    
Applicant/ Property Owner: Eliza C. Williams  

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
Acreage: 6.46 Acres  
PIN: 0713943728 (portion of)  
  
EXISTING CONDITIONS/BACKGROUND: 
On Wednesday, May 22, 2019 the Apex Historic Landmark known as the James Madison Williams House was 
tragically lost to a fire. It was a complete loss and nothing was able to be salvaged from the farmhouse 
structure. The farmhouse was the center of the landmark designation and since it no longer remains the site 
has lost its historical significance. Although the six outbuildings associated with the property remain, without 
the principal farmhouse, these structures do not possess the special character and integrity for local 
landmark designation.  
 
 
REQUEST:  
The applicant is requesting the removal of the Historic Landmark status for the James Madison Williams 
house located at 4525 Green Level West Road, in the Town of Apex, North Carolina, and owned by Eliza C. 
Williams, so that the Williams family can build a new family home on the site.  
 

 





 
 

North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources 
State Historic Preservation Office 

Ramona M. Bartos, Administrator 
Governor Roy Cooper                             Office of Archives and History  
Secretary Susi H. Hamilton                                                     Deputy Secretary Kevin Cherry 

                                                                                                    

Location: 109 East Jones Street, Raleigh NC 27601     Mailing Address: 4617 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-4617   Telephone/Fax: (919) 807-6570/807-6599 

November 7, 2019 

 

Gary Roth 

Capital Area Preservation, Inc.  

P.O. Box 28072 

Raleigh, NC 27611 

 

RE: Proposed de-designation of the James Madison Williams House, 4525 Green Level West Road, 

Apex, Wake County 

 

Dear Mr. Roth: 

 

Thank you for notifying our office of the proposed de-designation of the James Madison Williams House 

located at 4525 Green Level West Road in Apex. We understand from your email of Thursday, October 24, 

2019, that the property was tragically lost due to a fire several months ago. Although the six outbuildings 

associated with the property remain, we understand that without the principle property these structures do 

not possess the special character and integrity for local landmark designation. Thus, the proposed de-

designation of the property appears to be appropriate.  

 

We have updated our records to reflect that the James Madison Williams House is no longer extant. We 

request a copy of the de-designation ordinance to include in our files once it is available.  

 

This letter serves as our comments on the proposed de-designation of the James Madison Williams House. 

Please contact me at 919-814-6575 should you have any questions about our comments. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Amber E. Stimpson 

Local Preservation Commissions / CLG Coordinator 

 

CC: Commission Chair 

 

Enclosure 

 
 

















General

Alarm Time

04:32:14

Enroute

04:34:15

Arrival

04:42:39

Last Unit Cleared

15:35:52

Time Controlled

With PatientEMS Dispatch EMS Enroute EMS ArrivalEMS Unit

Zip Code

27523

Number/Milepost

4525

Apt./Suit/Room

Property ID

4525 GREEN LEVEL WEST RD Apex

District/Box

County

Times

Location Type

1 - Street address

State

NC - North Carolina

Exposure

0

Incident #

190001586

Incident Date

5/22/2019

FDID

09205

State

NC 19-001584

CAD #

Building fire

Incident Type

111

Crossing street

Station

 5

Shift

A

Street or Highway

GREEN LEVEL WEST RD

City

Apex

Apex, Cary and North Chatham Fire Departments responded to a structure fire at 4525 Greenlevel West Rd. 
Cary Engine 8 was first on scene and reported heavy fire showing and established command. Cary Battalion 2 
was the first chief officer on scene and assumed command from Engine 8. Due to the level of fire involvment all 
fire attack was defensive from the exterior of the structure. The only occupant was able to escape before any fire 
department resources arrived. There were no reported injuries to civilian or fire service personnel. Fire 
department units remained on scene until Wake County fire marshals completed their investigation, at that point 
the property was turned back over to the owners.

Narrative

Number/Milepost

Event / Call Time

04:31:02

Incident Action

11 Extinguishment by fire service personnel

86 Investigate
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Area of Fire Origin

UU Undetermined

Heat Source

UU Undetermined

UU

Item First Ignition

Undetermined

Type of Material First Ignited

uu Undetermined

 Ignition

Brand Model

Serial Number Year

Equipment Power Source

 Equipment Involved

Total of Buildings Involved 1 Total Acres Burned Less Than One Acre Burned

Age

 If Age is a Factor

 On Site Material

Human Factors Gender

Fire

MakeProperty Type

StateModel Year License Plate VIN

Involvement Type

 Mobile Property Involved

 Factor Contributing To Ignition  Human Factors Contributing To Ignition 

 Suppression Factors

Cause of Ignition

U - Cause undetermined after investigation

Equipment Portability

UU Undetermined N - None

411 Delayed detection of fire

412 Delayed reporting of fire
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Structure Fire

Length Width Square Feet

3414

Floor of Origin

2
ORX

 Main Floor Size

Stories Above Grade

2

Stories Below Grade

0

Minor Significant Extreme Heavy

2

 Stories Flame Damage Building Height

Detector Presence

1 - Present

Detector Type

1 - Smoke

Detector Power Supply

U - Undetermined

Detector Operation

2 - Detector operated

Detector Effectiveness

1 - Detector alerted occupants -  

Detector Failure Reason

AES Presence

N - None Present

AES Type AES Operation

AES Failure Reason Number Of Sprinklers

Structure Type

1 - Enclosed building
Structure Status

2 - In normal use

Fire Spread

4 - Confined to building of origin

Arson

Container Ignition/Delay Device

Fuel

Property Ownership

Case Status Availability Of Material First Ignited

Extentof Fire Involvement on Arrival Entry Method

General Information

Incendiary Device

Suspected Motivation Factors Apparent Group Involvement

Other Information

Initial Observations Laboratories Used

Other Investigative Information

Junvenile Information
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Property
Number of Residential Units: 1

Property $500,000.00

Contents $250,000.00

Property $500,000.00

Contents $250,000.00

Property Use

419 1 or 2 family dwelling

Mixed Property Use

65 - Farm use

HazMat Release

Detector Status

1 - Detector alerted occupants

 Estimated Dollar Value and Losses

PRE-INCIDENT VALUES

LOSSES

 Property Use / HazMat / Detector Status

(If no loss, leave blank)

Is Residential

Mutual Aid

Custom Department Identifier Mutual Aid Purpose

State

NC

 Agency Incident #

19-0004425

Agency Information

FDID

09203

Aid

Fire Apparatus Provided 6

Fire Personnel Provided 21

EMS Apparatus Provided

EMS Personnel Provided

Rescue Apparatus Provided

Rescue Personnel Provided

Other Apparatus Provided

Other Personnel Provided

Fire Department 

Cary Fire Department

Notify Date/Time Cancel Date/Time Arrival Date/Time Cleared Date/Time
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Response

12:09:0404:44:2104:34:3504:32:15 04:32:15

Apparatus Narrative

BATT5 of type Chief officer Car responded after receiving a STRUCTURE 
FIRE-SINGLE RESIDENT call at 05/22/19 04:32:15.  Apparatus went enroute 
at 05/22/19 04:34:35.  arrived on site at 05/22/19 04:44:21. after performing 
Incident command.  by Michael G Beasley,

- On arrival we found a single family structure well involved in fire
Crews made an exterior defensive attack due to the structure already well 
involved in fire.

Apparatus  ID Dispatch (DP) Enroute (ER) Arrival (AR) ClearedDispatch (DC)

1

# of 
Personnel

BAT5

CAD App  ID

BAT5

Actions for Apparatus

81 Incident command

Personnel Arrival Time Clear Time Actions Taken

04:44:21 12:09:04Michael Beasley

11:58:3704:42:3904:34:1504:32:14 04:32:14

Apparatus Narrative

Engine 35 arrived on scene to a working house fire. Upon arrival Cary Fire 
Department established Fire Command and initiated an exterior, defensive 
attack as the home was at least two thirds involved with fire. Engine 35's 
personnel formed a Rapid Intervention Team with Cary Rescue 7. We were 
then asked by Command to protect exposures and to extinguish the fire from 
a safe distance. We used two different attack lines that were already in use. 
We switched to a foam operation with our Pro Paks but went back to attack 
nozzles. Veasey, Wallace, and Hamilton were relieved by Dague, Cirasole, 
and Wilson after 0800. We drove the CERT Van back to Station 5.

Apparatus  ID Dispatch (DP) Enroute (ER) Arrival (AR) ClearedDispatch (DC)

3

# of 
Personnel

E35

CAD App  ID

E35

Actions for Apparatus

73 73 Provide manpower

Personnel Arrival Time Clear Time Actions Taken

04:42:39 11:58:37 73 - Provide Robert Veasey

04:42:39 11:58:37 73 - Provide Lawrence Hamilton

04:42:39 11:58:37 73 - Provide Loren Wallace

Custom Department Identifier Mutual Aid Purpose

State

NC

 Agency Incident #

1922997

Agency Information

FDID

01905

Aid

Fire Apparatus Provided 5

Fire Personnel Provided 7

EMS Apparatus Provided

EMS Personnel Provided

Rescue Apparatus Provided

Rescue Personnel Provided

Other Apparatus Provided

Other Personnel Provided

Fire Department 

North Chatham Volunteer Fire Department

Notify Date/Time Cancel Date/Time Arrival Date/Time Cleared Date/Time
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Owner /Involved Person and Entities

07:44:5605:13:1404:56:2804:45:32 04:45:32

Apparatus Narrative

TANK 1 of type Tanker & pumper combination responded after receiving a 
STRUCTURE FIRE-SINGLE RESIDENT call at 05/22/19 04:45:32.  
Apparatus went enroute at 05/22/19 04:56:28.  arrived on site at 05/22/19 
05:13:14.  Team cleared site at 05/22/19 07:44:56. after performing Provide 
water.  by Jonathon  Baker,

- What was found when you arrived on scene?
- What was done to mitigate the situation?
- What was the outcome?

Apparatus  ID Dispatch (DP) Enroute (ER) Arrival (AR) ClearedDispatch (DC)

1

# of 
Personnel

TANK31

CAD App  ID

TANK31

Actions for Apparatus

76 Provide water

Personnel Arrival Time Clear Time Actions Taken

05:13:14 07:44:56Jonathon Baker

15:35:5212:28:2711:50:4404:45:32 04:45:32

Apparatus Narrative

Did not respond

Apparatus  ID Dispatch (DP) Enroute (ER) Arrival (AR) ClearedDispatch (DC)

0

# of 
Personnel

TANK35

CAD App  ID

TANK35

15:35:5212:01:3811:50:4411:50:44 11:50:44

Apparatus Narrative

E34 of type Engine responded after receiving a STRUCTURE FIRE-SINGLE 
RESIDENT call at 05/22/19 11:50:44.  Apparatus went enroute at 05/22/19 
11:50:44.  arrived on site at 05/22/19 12:01:38.  Team cleared site at 
05/22/19 15:35:52.  by Joshua B Stone, Zachary R Lindsey,

Engine 34 stood by during investigation and cooled hot spots.

Apparatus  ID Dispatch (DP) Enroute (ER) Arrival (AR) ClearedDispatch (DC)

2

# of 
Personnel

E34

CAD App  ID

E34

Personnel Arrival Time Clear Time Actions Taken

12:01:38 15:35:52Joshua Stone

12:01:38 15:35:52Zachary Lindsey

Phone NumberOwner Full Name Person / EntityOwner / Involved Entity Name

 Williams,Eliza C 1 - Owner 1 - Person
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 Member Making Report 

 Officer In Charge

Report Completed Date

5/23/2019

Authorization

 Review 

Report Reviewed Date

5/23/2019

Member Making Report

Michael Beasley

Officer In Charge

Michael Beasley

Report Reviewed By

Michael Beasley

Officer In Charge Assignment

Battalion Chief

Member Making Assignment

Battalion Chief

CAD Details
EventDetails:  AgencyCode: AFD ReportNumber: 19001584 CadInciNumber: 190522065 NatureCode: 69E6 

NatureDescription: STRUCTURE FIRE-SINGLE RESIDENT EventPriorityCode: P PriorityDispatchDeterminant: 
69E06 LocationTypeCode: 1 StreetNumber: 4525 StreetDirection/:  StreetName: GREEN LEVEL WEST 
StreetType: RD StreetPostDirection/:  ApartmentSuite/:  ApartmentSuiteUnfiltered/:  FullAddress: 4525 GREEN 
LEVEL WEST RD CityCode: APEX CityCodeDescription: APEX State: NC ZipCode: 27523 SiteName/:  
SiteCADKey/:  SiteTypeCode/:  XStreetDirection/:  XStreetName/:  XStreetType/:  XStreetPostDirection/:  
EventLatitude: 35.76897 EventLongitude: -78.93483 SPGeox: 2019335.00 SPGeoy: 734785.00 DMSLatitude: 35 
46 8.29 N DMSLongitude: 78 56 5.39 W DMMLatitude: 35 46.1382 N DMMLongitude: 78 56.0898 W 
AdditionalAddressInfo: DIST: 237.05 ft (S)COUNTY JURISDICTION (N) EventStartTime: 2019-05-22 04:31:02 
FirstDispatchTime: 2019-05-22 04:32:14 FirstEnrouteTime/:  FirstOnSceneTime/:  UnderControlTime/:  
LastUnitClearTime/:  FirstTransportTime/:  LastTransportArriveTime/:  EventCompletedTime/:  LastExportTime: 
2019-05-22 04:32:16 PatientContactTime/:  EventDistrict: 035 EventStation: S35 EventBeat/:  
EventReportingArea: 35O CadResponsePlan: APXN CadResponsePlanCategory: 69MD CallerName: VERIZON 
CallerAddress: 2 NC 540 SB CallerNumber: 9193698964 CallSource: W911 E911Used: T CallTakerUserId: 
LPAUL CallTakerName: Paul,Lauren DispatcherUserId: TBAZEMOR DispatcherName: BAZEMORE, TIFFANY 
EventDispositionCode/:  MultipleEventDispositions/:  FirstAgencyArriveTime/:  CadNotes/:  PrimaryUnit: E35 
LinkedEvents:  Event:  AgencyCode: CPD ServiceType: LAW ReportNumber/:  CadInciNumber: 190522067 
Event:  AgencyCode: WCEM ServiceType: EMS ReportNumber/:  CadInciNumber: 190522068 Event:  
AgencyCode: CFD ServiceType: FIRE ReportNumber: 19004425 CadInciNumber: 190522069
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