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11.10 Roads and Driveways  

11.20 Legacy Streets (Reserved)
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Chapter 11.02  

 

DEFINITIONS 

Sections: 

11.02.005 Supplemental definitions. 

11.02.010 A definitions. 

11.02.020 B definitions. 

11.02.030 C definitions. 

11.02.040 D definitions. 

11.02.050 E definitions. 

11.02.060 F definitions. 

11.02.070 G definitions. 

11.02.080 H definitions. 

11.02.090 I definitions. 

11.02.100 J definitions. 

11.02.110 K definitions. 

11.02.120 L definitions. 

11.02.130 M definitions. 

11.02.140 N definitions. 

11.02.150 O definitions. 

11.02.160 P definitions. 

11.02.170 Q definitions. 

11.02.180 R definitions. 

11.02.190 S definitions. 

11.02.200 T definitions. 

11.02.210 U definitions. 

11.02.220 V definitions. 

11.02.230 W definitions. 

11.02.240 X definitions. 

11.02.250 Y definitions. 

11.02.260 Z definitions. 

 

11.02.005 Supplemental definitions. 

Supplemental definitions may be found in the City Improvement Standards.   The following terms apply to Title 11. 

11.02.010 A definitions. 

11.02.020 B definitions. 

11.02.030 C definitions. 

11.02.040 D definitions. 

“Driveway” A vehicular pathway that serves no more than four residential units and any number of non-commercial 

or non-industrial utility or miscellaneous group U buildings, as defined by the California Building Code, on each 

parcel. A driveway shall not serve commercial or industrial uses at any size or scale.  (8.50) 

11.02.050 E definitions. 

11.02.060 F definitions. 
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11.02.070 G definitions. 

11.02.080 H definitions. 

11.02.090 I definitions. 

11.02.100 J definitions. 

11.02.110 K definitions. 

11.02.120 L definitions. 

11.02.130 M definitions. 

11.02.140 N definitions. 

11.02.150 O definitions. 

 “One-way Road” A Road that provides a minimum of one traffic lane width designed for traffic flow in one 

direction only.  (8.50) 

11.02.160 P definitions. 

“Private Road” means a road which is not dedicated for general public use. 

“Public Road” means a road which is dedicated and established for public use. 

11.02.170 Q definitions. 

11.02.180 R definitions. 

11.02.190 S definitions. 

“Street” means a road. 

11.02.200 T definitions. 

“Traffic Lane” The portion of a road or driveway that provides a single line of vehicle travel.  (8.50) 

“Turnaround” means an area which allows for a safe change of direction for fire apparatus at the end of a road or 

driveway. 

“Turnout” means a widening in a road or driveway to allow vehicles to pass. 

11.02.210 U definitions. 

11.02.220 V definitions. 

“Vertical Clearance” The minimum specified height of a bridge, overhead projection, or vegetation clearance above 

the road or driveway. 

11.02.230 W definitions. 

11.02.240 X definitions. 

11.02.250 Y definitions. 

11.02.260 Z definitions. 
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Chapter 11.10 

 

ROADS AND DRIVEWAYS 

 

Sections: 

11.10.010 Emergency access standards. 

11.10.015 Subdivisions – Driveways and site access 

11.10.020 Driveways and site access. 

11.10.030 Legacy Streets  

 

11.10.010 Emergency access standards  

A.  All two-way roads shall be constructed to provide a minimum width dependent on the applicable road 

classification established by the City of Angels Improvement Standards. These traffic lanes shall provide two-

way traffic flow to support emergency vehicle and passenger vehicle access. 

B.  All one-way roads shall at both ends connect to a road with two traffic lanes providing for traffic in different 

directions. 

C.  In no case shall a one-way road exceed 2,640 feet in length. A turnout shall be placed and constructed at 

approximately the midpoint of each one-way road. 

D.  Roads shall be designed and maintained to support the imposed load of a typical fire apparatus weighing at least 

75,000 pounds and provide an aggregate base of asphalt, concrete, or other surface that is approved by the fire 

chief and the city engineer. 

E.  Turnouts, turn arounds, and cul-de-sacs shall be designed in accordance with the City of Angels Improvement 

Standards and Appendix D of the California Fire Code, or whichever is more restrictive.  

F.  Road and driveway widths, lengths, grades, and surfacing shall be designed in accordance with the City of 

Angels Improvement Standards and Appendix D of the California Fire Code, or whichever is more restrictive. 

11.10.015   Subdivisions – Driveways and Site Access 

All new subdivision driveways and site access shall be in accordance with AMC Section 16.24.065. 

11.10.020  Driveways and site access. 

Driveways providing site access shall be from an improved street, alley or other right-of-way, and shall be designed, 

constructed and maintained as follows: 

A. Number of Driveways. One driveway encroachment shall be allowed for each parcel two acres or less in size 

unless the planning director and city engineer find that more than one driveway encroachment is necessary to 

accommodate traffic volumes for the development and the additional driveway encroachment will not be 

detrimental to traffic flow on the street(s). Whenever a property has access to more than one street, access shall 

be generally limited to the lowest volume street where the impact of a new access will be minimized; and 

B. Distance from Street Corners. Parking area driveways shall be located a minimum of one hundred fifty feet 

from the nearest intersection, as measured from the centerline of the driveways to the centerline of the nearest 

travel lane of the intersecting street. For parcels with street frontages of less than one hundred fifty feet, the 
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minimum distance shall be one hundred feet. The review authority may reduce these requirements based on 

recommendations from the city engineer that site configuration or terrain, or adjacent roadway conditions 

necessitate another location than provided by this subsection. 

C. Driveway Spacing. Driveways shall be separated along the street frontage as follows: 

1. Single-Family and Duplex Residential Development. Driveways shall be separated by at least six feet, 

unless a shared, single driveway is approved by the planning director. The six-foot separation does not 

include the transition or wing sections on each side of the driveway. CFC Section 107.1 developments of 

one or two family dwellings where the number of dwelling units exceeds 30 shall be provided with two 

separate and  approved fire apparatus access roads. Where there are more than 30 dwelling units accessed 

from a single  public or private fire previous access Rd. and all dwelling units are equipped throughout with 

an approved  automatic sprinkler system in accordance with section 903.3.1.1, 903.3.1.2, or 903.3.1.3 

access from two  directions shall not be required or if number of dwelling units accessed from a single fire 

apparatus access road  shall not be increased unless fire apparatus access roads will connect with future 

development as determined by the fire code official. CFC D106.3 where 2 fire apparatus access roads are 

required they shall be placed at distance apart equal to not less than 1/2 of the length of the maximum 

overall diagonal dimension of the property or area to be served measured in a straight line between the 

accesses. 

2. Multifamily and Nonresidential Development. Where two or more driveways serve the same or adjacent 

multifamily or nonresidential development, the centerline of the driveways shall be separated by a 

minimum of fifty feet. Exceptions to this standard shall be subject to the approval of the city engineer. CFC 

Section D104.1  Buildings or facilities exceeding 30 feet or three stories in height shall have not fewer than 

two means of fire apparatus access for each structure. CFC section D104.2 Buildings or facilities having a 

gross building area of more than 62,000 square feet shall be provided with two separate and approved fire 

apparatus access roads.  Projects having a gross building area of up to 124,000 square feet that have a 

single approved fire apparatus access road where all buildings are equipped throughout with an approved 

automatic sprinkler system are allowed. D104.3 Where two fire apparatus access roads are required, they 

shall be placed a distance apart equal to not less than one half of the length of the maximum overall 

diagonal dimension of the lot or area to be served, measured in a straight line between accesses. CFC 

D106.1 Multiple-family residential projects having  more than 100 dwelling units shall be equipped 

throughout with two separate and approved fire apparatus access roads. Projects having up to 200 dwelling 

units shall have not fewer than one approved fire apparatus  access road where all buildings, including 

nonresidential occupancies, are equipped throughout with approved automatic sprinkler systems installed in 

accordance with CFC Section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2. CFC section D106.2 Multiple-family residential 

projects having more than 200 dwelling units shall be provided with two  separate and approved fire 

apparatus access roads regardless of whether they are equipped with an approved automatic sprinkler 

system. CFC D106.3 Where two fire apparatus access roads are required, they shall be placed a distance 

apart equal to not less than one half of the length of the maximum overall diagonal dimension of the lot or 

area to be served, measured in a straight line between accesses. 

D. Driveway Width and Length. 

1. Single-Family Dwellings. 

a. Driveways providing access to garages or parking areas shall be a minimum of twenty-five feet long 

with a width of the garage door opening plus two feet or the width of the parking area. This standard 

shall not apply to turnaround areas for vehicles. 

b. When a garage is perpendicular (ninety degrees) to the driveway, a minimum twenty-four-foot-deep 

unobstructed back-out area shall be provided. 

c. All newly constructed residences shall be served by a driveway that is constructed to within at least 

fifty feet of each dwelling unit. 
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d. Driveways exceeding one hundred fifty feet, but less than eight hundred feet in length, shall provide a 

turnout near the midpoint of the driveway. Where the driveway exceeds eight hundred feet, turnouts 

shall be provided no more than four hundred feet apart. 

e. Dead-end driveways. Dead end fire apparatus access roads in excess of 150 feet shall be provided  with 

width and turn around provisions in accordance with table the 103.4 of the CFC D103.4. A roadway 

151-500 feet in length, shall be 20 feet width with 120-foot hammerhead or 60 foot “Y” or 96 foot 

diameter cul-de-sac. A roadway 501-750 feet in length, shall be 26 feet width with 120-foot 

hammerhead or 60 foot “Y” or 96-foot diameter cul-de-sac turnaround. A roadway over 750 in length, 

shall require  special approval by fire chief.  in excess of four hundred feet in length shall be provided 

with a turnaround at the closed end. Grades on turnarounds shall be no more than twelve percentten 

percent  unless approved by the fire chief. The turnaround shall be built with the edge of the fire lane 

within fifty feet of the dwelling unit but no closer than ten feet. 

 

f. Driveway curves shall be constructed with a curvature radius of not less than fifty feet, measured at 

centerline. For all curve radii less than one hundred feet, an additional four feet of surfacing width 

shall be provided. 

 

g. The driveway shall be capable of supporting a forty-thousand-pound legally loaded vehicle or provided 

with a minimum of four inches of compacted Class II aggregate base. Facilities, buildings or  portions 

of buildings hereafter constructed shall be accessible to fire department apparatus by way of an 

approved fire apparatus access road with an asphalt, concrete, or other approved driving surface 

capable of supporting the imposed load of fire apparatus weighing up to 75,000 pounds. 

 

h. A roadside vegetation fuel modification area as required by the fire department shall be maintained in 

accordance with Title 8, Chapter 8.50 of the AMC. regulations shall be provided for a distance of ten  

feet on each side of the driveway. 

 

i. The standards in subsections (D)(1)(d) and (h) of this section may be modified by the fire marshal 

chief. 

 

j. Flag lots in PD zoned districts shall be reviewed on a case-by-case basis with approval from the 

planning commission. 

 

2. Multifamily Residential Projects. 

a. Driveways for multifamily uses with four or less units shall have a minimum paved width of twenty 

feet. 

b. Driveways for multifamily uses with more than four units shall have a minimum paved width of 

twenty-four feet. 

c.   Where a fire hydrant is located on a fire apparatus access road the minimum road width shall be 26 

feet exclusive of shoulders pursuant to CFC section D103.1. 

3. Nonresidential Uses.  Driveways for nonresidential uses shall have a minimum paved width of twelve feet 

for one-way driveways and twenty-four feet for two-way driveways. The maximum driveway width shall 

be thirty feet subject to approval of the planning director and city engineer, exclusive of the area provided 

for a median divider. 

 

4. Modified Width. The review authority may modify the driveway width based on recommendations from the 

city engineer. 
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E. Clearance from Obstruction. The nearest edge of a driveway curb cut shall be at least three feet from the 

nearest property line, the centerline of a fire hydrant, utility pole, traffic signal, light standards, or other similar 

facilities. Street trees shall be a minimum of ten feet from the driveway access, measured at the trunk. 

Driveways shall have an overhead clearance as per 8.50.110 of fifteen feet in height except within a parking 

structure which may be reduced to seven feet, six inches. 

 

F. Traffic Safety Sight Area. Structures or landscaping over thirty inches in height shall not be allowed within a 

traffic safety sight area except elements associated with a public utility or a traffic safety device. (Ord. 455 §8, 

2012: Ord. 270 (part), 1984) 

 

G. Access Gates. 

 

1. Gate installations shall have a minimum opening clearance width of not less than that required for Fire 

Department access, in accordance with Appendix D of the California Fire Code. 

 

2. A Fire Department approved key operated switch, Knox Box, or keypad shall be installed at a location to 

allow for emergency response access for all electronically operated access gates, as approved by the Fire 

Chief.  

 

3. All security gates shall have a means of auxiliary back-up power in the event of an electrical power outage 

and shall be maintained operational at all times to ensure a means of egress for residents and for fire 

response access in accordance with the Code.  

4. Gates shall be positioned to allow for a minimum 30-foot setback from the public right-of-way and shall 

open inward unless otherwise approved by the Fire Chief.  

 

5. Gate entrances shall be at least two (2) feet wider than the width of the traffic lane(s) serving that gate and a 

minimum width of fourteen (14) feet unobstructed horizontal clearance for residential uses, and twenty-six 

(26) horizontal clearance for commercial uses, and unobstructed vertical clearance of fifteen (15) feet.  
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Chapter 11.20  

 

LEGACY STREETS 

 

Sections: 

11.20.010 Purposes  

11.20.020 Legacy Streets Defined  

11.20.030 Standards for New Development (Reserved) 

11.20.040 Exceptions (Reserved) 

 

11.20.010 Purposes 

Many of the City’s older streets evolved from wagon trails or dirt paths that, more than a century later, are much as 

they were during the mining era—except, perhaps, for some pavement.   There is a need to preserve the character 

and charm of these streets and their surrounding neighborhoods while accommodating automobiles, delivery trucks, 

and emergency vehicles.     

The purposes of the Legacy Street Program are to: 

 Improve public safety, 

 Improve traffic circulation, and 

 Maintain community character 

11.20.020 Legacy Streets Defined 

In general, Legacy Streets are those established prior to 1970 where all, or a portion, of the street is less than 24-feet 

wide.   These streets, or portions of these streets, cannot accommodate two-way traffic, including emergency 

vehicles.    Legacy Streets are not intended to accommodate pedestrians.   Legacy Streets include all or a portion of 

each of the following: 

Legacy Streets (all or portion) 

North Baker Street (portion) 

South Baker Street 

Barden 

Bird’s Way 

Booster Way (portion) 

Bragg Street 

Bret Harte Road 

Briggs 

Brunner Hill 

Bush Street 

Bush Street North (Off Mark Twain) 

Centennial Lane (portion) 

Church 

Crystal Street (portions) 

Dad’s Road 

Depot Road (portion) 

East Street 

Easy Street (portion) 

Echo Street 

Hillcrest Street (portions only) 

Kid’s Court Love Street 

Mark Twain Road (portions only) 

Martina Street 

Mayo Road 

Minard Street 

Minna Street  

Moose Trail 

Mountain View Road 

Myrtle 

Oneida Street 

Pacific Avenue 

Park Avenue 

Purdy Road 

Ramorini Lane (portion) 

Rasberry Lane 

Sonora Street 

Stockton Road 

Stork Road 
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Legacy Streets (all or portion) 

Fairview Drive (portion) 

Finnegan Lane 

Harris Street 

Henry Place 

Highland Alley 

Hillcrest Court 

North Summit Road 

South Summit Road 

Sycamore Street 

Tryon Road (portion) 

West Street 

Wilson Street 

 

11.20.030 Standards for New Development (Reserved) 

 

11.20.040 Exceptions (Reserved) 

 

 

 


