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All Codes

Establish  (e.g., Grading, Erosion 

Control)

Consolidate

Eliminate conflicts and redundancy

Consistency with state mandates



Grading, 

Drainage, and 

Erosion Control
NEW

Grading, Drainage and 
Erosion Control Manual 

incorporated into the City 
Improvement Standards

General Plan:  Adopting a grading 
ordinance with best management 

practices (6.A.l and 4.C.f, 4.G.a) 



NEW Section 

15.30 Grading      

(8 pages)

• Implemented and enforced by the City Engineer



15.30 Grading Ordinance

15.30.070  Anticipatory Grading

Grading in anticipation of  new or expanded construction or development requiring a 
building or planning permit is prohibited.   

Upon receipt of an application for building or development requiring a permit; the City 
may, at its discretion, issue a grading permit prior to issuance of the pending entitlement. 
The City may request assurances as necessary to ensure site remediation should site 
development fail to occur within one year after grading commences or an extension is 
granted by the City.



15.30.08

0 

Grading 

Permit 

Exemptio

ns

Grading permit is NOT REQUIRED

• Less than 50 cubic yards; 

• Fills that include less than one acre of land 
area, less than one foot in depth, natural terrain 
with a slope flatter than 1 vertical:5 horizontal 
(20%)

• Cuts that include less than one acre of land 
area, less than two feet below ground surface, no 
more than 50 cubic yards of material disposed off-
site

• Geotechnical, geological, or soil investigations



50 cubic 

yards



15.30.09

0 

Grading 

Permit 

Exemptio

ns

• Maintenance of existing firebreaks, 
driveways, and roadways with no significant 
grade or drainage changes

• Trenching and grading incidental to the 
siting, construction or installation of City-
approved underground utilities

• Permitted solid waste disposal facilities, 
mining, quarrying, processing, and sale of 
aggregate products 



15.30.09

0 

Grading 

Permit 

Exemptio

ns

• Cemetery excavations and fills for individual 
burials. 

• Planting and growing row or field crops. 
Incorporate use of “best management practices” 

• Fuel reduction and fire protection measures that 
do not substantially change the natural contour of 
the land and disturb less than one acre of soil. 

• Emergency work



15.30.070 Grading Permit 

Requirements

Permit Required:

• If not exempted 

• Requires engineered design 

• Will obstruct the flow of water (e.g., dam construction, regardless of size), in a floodplain, 

• Requires a streambed or lakebed alteration agreement under California Fish and Game 
Code Section 1600 et seq; 

• Requires a United States Army Corps of Engineers permit under Section 10 or Section 
404 of the federal Clean Water Act; or 



15.30.070 Grading Permit 

Requirements

• Subject to California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) review; 

• May: 

a.Endanger a structure intended for human or animal occupancy

b.Threaten stability of any public roadway

c.Adversely impact existing drainage, water, sewer, or other public facilities

d.Exacerbate existing flood conditions

e.Divert or modify drainage onto an adjacent parcel



Drainage and 

Erosion Control

• Adopting standards for erosion control 
(6.A.m, 9.A.d)

• Requiring drainage plans and studies to 
evaluate impacts on downstream 
facilities (and stormwater runoff) (6.B.f, 
7H.c)
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Drainage, and 
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