THE HEART OF BRAZORIA COUNTY

\D NGLETON AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY FORM

MEETING DATE: March 26,2026
PREPARED BY: Otis T. Spriggs, AICP, Development Services Director
AGENDA CONTENT: Update, Discussion, and Worksession on a proposed text

amendment to the Angleton Code of Ordinances, regarding the Data
Center Use within the City Limits.

AGENDA ITEM SECTION: Regular Agenda

BUDGETED AMOUNT: None FUNDS REQUESTED: None
FUND: None
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This worksession provideS for City Council discussion on proposed amendments to the Angleton
Code of Ordinances, regarding regulations for data centers within the City Limits. Data Centers
have generated increased development interest and community concern across the country.
These uses can impact surrounding neighborhoods through traffic, noise, environmental effects,
and overall compatibility with the City Council’s strategic vision and the City’s Comprehensive
Plan. The goal is to establish a precedent and encourage cooperative planning from the beginning,
for anyone interested in bringing a data center into the city.

Staff has outlined proposed amendments, that could possibly allow for new data center uses by
way of an SUP, Specific Use Permit application, for locations within the city. The SUP process
allows for the appropriate placement of uses that may be suitable only in certain locations.

SUP approvals require public hearings before both the Planning and Zoning Commission and the
City Council, including a recommendation from the Commission prior to final Council action. A
draft sample ordinance (Attachment A) is included for input. By allowing for this method and
procedure (Specific Use Permit), this proposal adds a new set of additional regulations specifically
for data centers within the city’s zoning ordinance.

While Section 28-63 of the Angleton Code of Ordinances already includes special-use permit rules
and extra requirements under Section 28-63 (b,c,d,&e), this new addition would create a dedicated
subsection focused on data centers. Under these new rules, applicants for data center projects
would be required to provide detailed information to the City Development Services, Public
Works, and engineering staff about their expected utility demands—such as water usage and
electricity consumption. This allows the City of Angleton to consider impact on infrastructure
capacity and assess whether the proposed data center can be supported by existing utilities.



Staff researched case studies from our 8 or more benchmark cities in the region including:
Pearland, Missouri City, Richmond, Lake Jackson, Rosenberg, Sugar Land, and Manvel. From that
list, only two (2) had definitive regulations for inner-city Data Center uses.

Missouri City, most recently adopted Zoning Ordinances that allow for Data Centers as a Specific
Use Permit within their Business Park Zoning District, Industrial District or as part of a Planned
District Development, earlier this month. The City of Richmond provides a specific definition of
Data Centers and server farms, as an Industrial Land Use, within its UDO, with general site,
lighting, screening and building standards defined.

A more broader search around the State of Texas, yielded additional ordinances that have been
adopted with some of the same approaches of Specific Use Permits and Planned District
Development allowances (See Table 1 attached). A power point slide show is also provided to
guide the discussions of this worksession.

Proposed Future Schedule:

BOARD OR COUNCIL ITEM DATE

City Council Initial requested Workshop | May 26,2026

Planning and Zoning | 1t Worksession with Legal | June 4,2026
Commission Review

Written Update: Council | Update on Progress and | June 9,2026
Staff Report Schedule with Legal Review

Planning and Zoning | Public Hearing July 2,2026
Commission

City Council Public Hearing/ Final | July 14,2026
Ordinance Adoption

Staff has attached a letter from the Texas Municipal League, which supports Texas efforts to study
data center development while stressing the importance of local government involvement.

Data centers create economic opportunities but also increase demands on water, electricity, and
infrastructure.

TML supports requiring detailed impact information so cities can better plan for growth.

The letter references Virginia's experience, where rapid data center expansion led to major
revenue losses and infrastructure concerns.

TML requests that cities be included on any advisory boards or commissions related to data center
regulation.

Local governments are viewed as essential for representing residents, managing infrastructure,
and ensuring accountability.



The letter concludes by offering city support in developing balanced regulations that encourage
growth while protecting local communities.

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that City Council conduct the initial workshop on Data Center Regulations
and provide Staff and Legal with further direction.



