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PART 6 – RULES OF INTERPRETATION AND DEFINITIONS 

 
 

 

ARTICLE 6.2 DEFINITIONS 

 

General Comments: 

The code user should be familiar with the terms in this section because: 

1. The definitions are essential to the correct interpretation of the International Building (IBC) and/or 

International Residential Code (IRC);  

2. The user might not be aware that a particular term encountered in the text has the special definition 

found herein; and 

3. Terms not defined:  Where terms are not defined through the methods authorized by the section, 

such terms shall have ordinarily accepted meanings such as the contest implies. 

 

Words with specific defined meanings are as follows: 

 

Accessory Building/Structure.  A detached building/structure located on a parcel of land that is used to support the 

primary use of a principal building, located on the same lot as the primary structure/building.   

 

Accessory Use.  A secondary use of a parcel of land that is secondary to the primary use of the property.  

 

Alley.  A public thoroughfare which affords only a secondary means of access to an abutting property.  

 

Ambulance Station. A structure or facility for storage of ambulance vehicles and their medical equipment are 

stationed, as well as working, living and sleeping space for their staff/crew, including a kitchen and showers, while 

they are on duty (transient). 

 

Building Envelope. The building envelope includes all the building components that separate the indoors from the 

outdoors as to the perimeter of the building itself; specific to placement of structure on lot within setback parameters 

and lot lines. 

Building Materials. Are substances used to construct buildings and other structures. They can be natural materials 

like wood and clay, or synthetic materials like metal and brick 

Building, Principal.  A building which represents the primary use of a property.  

 

Carport.  A roofed, wall-less shed, usually projecting from the side of a building, used as a shelter for an 

automobile. 
 

Commercial Frontage.  Is the full length of a plot of land or a building measured alongside the road on to which the 

plot or building fronts.  In the case of contiguous buildings, individual frontages are usually measured to the middle 

of any party wall. 

 

Community Land Use Plan Map.  An illustration that depicts a general community vision regarding the type and 

location of various land uses in Alpine.  This map is presented as Figure 8-4 within the Alpine Municipal Master Plan 

report dated October 25, 2006. 

 

Conceptual Site Plan.  An illustration of a general land use development concept for one or more parcels of land which 

provides an identified map scale, identifies the boundaries of project development site, and locates all proposed 

buildings and other land uses, vehicular parking areas and access to the project development site, utility distribution 

systems, and primary site development features. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ambulance
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A component of a Master Plan that graphically illustrates the general layout and development pattern of a proposed 

project, including general land use areas, lot configuration (if applicable), circulation and access, open space areas, and 

approximate building locations and layout. A Conceptual Site Plan is illustrative in nature and is not intended to represent 

final engineering or construction-level design. 

Conceptual Narrative.  Is a written component of a Master Plan that describes the project overview, proposed land uses 

and development intensity, general density and development pattern, infrastructure and utility approach, phasing and long-

term development strategy, and consistency with the Town of Alpine Master Plan. The Conceptual Narrative is intended to 

support planning-level review and does not establish binding development requirements. 

 

Condominium.  A living unit in a multi-unit residential facility that is owned in fee simple.  The use of the living unit, 

as well as shared common space areas and facilities, are subject to covenants, conditions, and restrictions that are 

enforced by a homeowner’s association. 

 

Construction Activities.  The processes involved in building, altering, or repairing structures, including activities like 

land clearing, grading, excavation, and installation, as well as maintenance and repair work.  

 

Construction Fences.  A temporary fence constructed to preserve the safety of the building site during construction of 

a building. 

 

Construction Materials. Construction materials are any materials used in the construction, alteration, repair, or 

demolition of structures, including buildings, bridges, and other infrastructure.  

 

Copyright.  The exclusive legal right that protects original works of authorship as soon as an author fixes the work in 

a tangible form of expression, whether by print, publication, film or recorded/recording of materials. (Example: © 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED).  Copyright is a type of intellectual property that protects original works of 

authorship as soon as an author fixes the work in a tangible form of expression. 

 

Deck.  An exterior floor supported on at least two (2) opposing sides by an adjacent structure, and/or posts, piers or 

other independent supports.  Decks with heights of thirty (30) inches or greater need guard rails. 

Maintenance.   The cleaning, painting, repair of a building, or the replacement of defective materials and fixed 

equipment within a building, in a manner that does not alter the basic design of the structure. 

 

Manufactured Home.  A single-family dwelling structure which: 
 

(a) Is partially or entirely manufactured in an offsite factory facility. 

(b) Will adhere to the building standards outlined in Part 4, Section 4-502 of the Alpine Land Use and 

Development Code. 

 

Man-Made Materials. Also known as synthetic materials, are substances created or modified by humans, 

often through chemical processes, that do not occur naturally in their final form 

 

Master Plan.  The Town's comprehensive project plan that define project scope, cost, planning, activities and 

resources. Reflects a vision set in the early stages of a project and moves everyone in the same direction. 

 
Master Plan (Conceptual Plan). Is a non-binding, conceptual planning document that illustrates the overall development 

vision for a property or area. A Master Plan depicts general land use, density, layout, circulation, infrastructure, and 

phasing, is used for planning-level review, does not establish regulatory standards or zoning, does not create vested 

development rights, and serves as a guiding framework for future development applications. 

 

Maximum Amount. Refers to the largest possible quantity or value that is allowed or attainable in a given situation, 

essentially meaning the highest limit of something that can be reached or used.  

Mean Roof Height.  The average of the roof eave height and the height to the highest point on the roof surface.  

Membership Club.   A private group of people organized in association with a national, state, or local non-profit 

organization.  

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&sca_esv=fd720482c30bdadb&channel=entpr&cs=0&q=land+clearing&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiJyoSp3YKMAxVHHDQIHT0dHhoQxccNegQIBxAD&mstk=AUtExfArQBsp2kYljmAm0MduIMRcnaHIfSB5Enc7WTTdl3AKV7p7a0nWHj23ivXZ0qydF94Dxe2bfGKy0jzt1kd8O-ErFG2e7WLW19D2YNkOKQJTl6sndgbIFPX-pzPfpQTgU4w&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&sca_esv=fd720482c30bdadb&channel=entpr&cs=0&q=grading&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiJyoSp3YKMAxVHHDQIHT0dHhoQxccNegQIBxAE&mstk=AUtExfArQBsp2kYljmAm0MduIMRcnaHIfSB5Enc7WTTdl3AKV7p7a0nWHj23ivXZ0qydF94Dxe2bfGKy0jzt1kd8O-ErFG2e7WLW19D2YNkOKQJTl6sndgbIFPX-pzPfpQTgU4w&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&sca_esv=fd720482c30bdadb&channel=entpr&cs=0&q=excavation&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiJyoSp3YKMAxVHHDQIHT0dHhoQxccNegQIBxAF&mstk=AUtExfArQBsp2kYljmAm0MduIMRcnaHIfSB5Enc7WTTdl3AKV7p7a0nWHj23ivXZ0qydF94Dxe2bfGKy0jzt1kd8O-ErFG2e7WLW19D2YNkOKQJTl6sndgbIFPX-pzPfpQTgU4w&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&sca_esv=fd720482c30bdadb&channel=entpr&cs=0&q=installation&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiJyoSp3YKMAxVHHDQIHT0dHhoQxccNegQIBxAG&mstk=AUtExfArQBsp2kYljmAm0MduIMRcnaHIfSB5Enc7WTTdl3AKV7p7a0nWHj23ivXZ0qydF94Dxe2bfGKy0jzt1kd8O-ErFG2e7WLW19D2YNkOKQJTl6sndgbIFPX-pzPfpQTgU4w&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&sca_esv=fd720482c30bdadb&channel=entpr&cs=0&q=maintenance&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiJyoSp3YKMAxVHHDQIHT0dHhoQxccNegQIBxAH&mstk=AUtExfArQBsp2kYljmAm0MduIMRcnaHIfSB5Enc7WTTdl3AKV7p7a0nWHj23ivXZ0qydF94Dxe2bfGKy0jzt1kd8O-ErFG2e7WLW19D2YNkOKQJTl6sndgbIFPX-pzPfpQTgU4w&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&sca_esv=fd720482c30bdadb&channel=entpr&cs=0&q=repair&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiJyoSp3YKMAxVHHDQIHT0dHhoQxccNegQIBxAI&mstk=AUtExfArQBsp2kYljmAm0MduIMRcnaHIfSB5Enc7WTTdl3AKV7p7a0nWHj23ivXZ0qydF94Dxe2bfGKy0jzt1kd8O-ErFG2e7WLW19D2YNkOKQJTl6sndgbIFPX-pzPfpQTgU4w&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&sca_esv=fd720482c30bdadb&channel=entpr&cs=0&q=synthetic+materials&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjXtfnn3IKMAxXXIDQIHYVGO4kQxccNegQIAxAB&mstk=AUtExfBKeeCobLSuEf6wRQrNwCOSweyy5QWLITbl-ogt-rbRKmx-KH2E2d5NkGX_XfCAFX7xnQevG0dgzn1xytLUHWBCeC0Nj9hRXcKmCqWiK7_Sd0PNRXun9L2ZgluMhA9COlc&csui=3
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Minimum Amount. Referring to the smallest quantity or value that is allowed or possible in a given situation, 

essentially representing the lowest limit or threshold: it’s the lease amount that can be accepted or considered viable. 

 

Mobile Food Dispensary/Vendor.  A vendor which is a self-contain, licensed and movable facility that is designed to 

prepare, serve and sell food or drinks for immediate consumption.  Food trucks are equipped with a kitchen on wheels 

and can be used to sell a variety of food items. 

 

Mobile Home.  A single-family dwelling that does not meet the definition of a manufactured home of this ordinance, 

and has the following characteristics: 

 

(a) It is designed for long or short-term occupancy; and 

 

(b) It contains sleeping accommodations, a flush toilet, a tub or shower bath, and kitchen 

facilities; and 

 

(c) It contains plumbing and electrical connections to local utility systems; and 

 

(d) It is designed to be transported after fabrication, on its own wheels, a flatbed truck or other 

trailers, or on detachable wheels; and 

 

(e) It arrives at the building site where it is to be occupied as a complete unit and is ready for 

occupancy except for minor and incidental unpacking and assembly operations, installed 

on foundation supports or jacks, underpinned, and connected to utilities. 

              

Mobile Kitchen/Trailers.  Movable facility that is pulled behind a vehicle. Typically, larger than food trucks and offer 

more space and facilities. 
 

Modular Home.  A residential dwelling, which: 

(a) Is constructed in a factory in accordance with the most current version of the International Building 

Code.    

(b) Will adhere to the building standards outlined in Section 4-503 of the Alpine Land Use and 

Development Code. 
 

Motel. Any building or complex containing six (6) or more guestrooms used to provide short-term overnight 

accommodations, which are rented, for usually less than thirty (30) days.   

 

Multi-Unit Complex.  A residential development that includes a group of multi-unit residential facilities that are owned 

by one landowner. 

 

Multi-Unit Residential Facility.  A group of dwelling units within one building that contains separate living units for 

three or more families who may share supporting services and facilities. 
 

 

Nonconforming Building/Structure.  An existing structure which, on the effective date of this ordinance, does not 

comply with the provision of this ordinance for the zoning district where the building is located. 

Nonconforming Sign.  All signs in existence before the effective date of this ordinance. 

Nonconforming Use.  A legal use of land which, on the effective date of this ordinance, does not conform to the 

permitted uses established for the zoning district where the existing land use is located. 
 

Nonfamily Household.  A nonfamily household consists of a householder living alone (a one {1}-person household) 

or where the householder shares the home exclusively with not more than three (3) persons to whom he or she is not 

related. 

 

Occupied.  The use of a developed property for one (1) or more purposes. 
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Parapet.  A low wall or railing to protect the edge of a platform, roof or bridge. 
 

Pavement Structures.  The implementation of a sub-base, base and surface material, to accommodate the needs of 

traffic and load bearings. 

 

Permanent Foundation.  A system of supports, including piers, either partially or entirely below grade which is: 
 

(a) Capable of transferring all design loads imposed by or upon the structure into soil or bedrock 

without failure;  

(b) Placed at an adequate depth below grade to prevent frost damage; 

(c) Constructed of concrete, metal, treated lumber or wood, or grouted masonry; and 

(d) In accordance with manufacturer specifications and applicable sections of the International 

Building Code (IBC). 

Pervious:  A surface that allows for the penetration of runoff/water through the surface and into underlying soils. 

Planned Unit Development.  A development of one (1) or more parcels of land that is planned and developed as a 

single development project and/or programmed for development over a series of incremental development stages.  

This development approach integrates site development considerations for proposed land uses, vehicular access, 

parking and circulation, supporting utility systems, landscaping, site constraints and development opportunities, and 

zoning requirements.   

 
Is a zoning and development tool adopted by ordinance that allows for coordinated, site-specific development and may 

modify or replace the standards of the underlying zoning district. A PUD establishes binding development standards, runs 

with the land, regulates land use, density, layout, design, and infrastructure, and is approved by the Town Council following 

recommendation from the Planning and Zoning Commission. 

 


