
Town of Alpine – Staff Report 

Subject: Review and Discussion of Current Town of Alpine Ordinances – Recreational Fires 

(Ord. No. 2020-01) and Pyrotechnic Devices (Ord. No. 2022-13) 

Prepared By: Sarah Greenwald, Assistant Clerk 

Date: November 4, 2025 

Background 

On October 7, 2025, the Town of Alpine distributed a letter to partnering agencies requesting 

feedback on the Town’s existing ordinances related to open burning, recreational fires, and 

fireworks. The purpose of this review was to identify potential updates or amendments to ensure 

that local regulations align with state, county, and federal standards, as well as to strengthen 

enforcement, safety, and environmental protection measures. 

 

Feedback was requested on the following ordinances: 

- Ordinance No. 2020-01: Regulating Recreational Fires 

- Ordinance No. 2022-13: Regulating Pyrotechnic Devices 

 

Responses were received from the Alpine Fire District, Alpine Area Wildfire Protection 

Coalition, and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. 

Agency Feedback Summary 

1. Alpine Fire District – Chief Mike Vogt 

Ordinance No. 2022-13 (Pyrotechnic Devices): Chief Vogt recommends removing all references 

to the Alpine Fire Department in the ordinance. He advises deleting the section requiring a $150 

inspection fee payable to the Fire Department and the provision requiring the Fire Chief’s 

approval of site plans. He suggests that all permitting, inspection, and site review responsibilities 

be handled exclusively by the Town of Alpine. 

 

Ordinance No. 2020-01 (Recreational Fires): Chief Vogt recommends adding a “Nuisance of 

Smoke” provision to allow the Town to temporarily suspend or terminate recreational fires when 

smoke becomes a nuisance to neighboring properties or affects air quality. 

 

Additional Notes: Chief Vogt provided state fireworks inspection guidelines that could serve as a 

reference for the Town’s Code Enforcement Officer during permit evaluations and inspections. 

2. Alpine Area Wildfire Protection Coalition – Dr. Chuck Butterfield, PhD, NFPA HIZ 

Certified 

General Comments: Dr. Butterfield emphasized the importance of aligning the Town’s 

ordinances with state, county, and federal fire management policies, noting that Alpine is 

surrounded by federal and private lands. He recommended a unified approach to wildfire 

prevention and mitigation, and stressed the need for clear enforcement mechanisms, stating that 



enforcement of legally binding ordinances should be the Town’s responsibility. 

 

Specific Recommendations for Ordinance No. 2020-01 (Recreational Fires): 

- Correct a typographical error in Section 1, Definitions (“area of three (3) feet…”). 

- In Section 2, clarify who has authority to issue emergency declarations (Town, County, or 

Forest Service) and the criteria for such decisions. 

- In Section 4, require that all fires be fully extinguished before being left unattended, and include 

overhead combustibles in the 25-foot clearance rule. 

- Include a means for residents to report violations anonymously to prevent neighbor conflicts. 

- Apply the same extinguishment requirement to Section 5, Portable Outside Fireplaces. 

 

Additional Recommendations: Dr. Butterfield encouraged the Town to explore fire-resistant 

building codes and Firewise landscaping, aligning with the Alpine Master Plan and Lincoln 

County Community Wildfire Protection Plan. He also offered the Coalition’s support in future 

prevention and education efforts. 

3. U.S. Bureau of Reclamation – Michael Hilliard 

Mr. Hilliard reviewed both ordinances and had no specific comments or concerns. He provided a 

reference to 43 CFR Part 423 – Public Conduct on Bureau of Reclamation Facilities, Lands, and 

Waterbodies, which governs public behavior on federal lands and may serve as a helpful 

consistency reference for the Town’s ordinances. 

Attachments 

1. Request for Agency Feedback Letter – October 7, 2025 

2. Comments from Chief Mike Vogt – Alpine Fire District 

3. Comments from Dr. Chuck Butterfield – Alpine Area Wildfire Protection Coalition 

4. Email from Michael Hilliard – U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 















Date: 26 October 2025 

To: Town of Alpine 

From: Chuck Butterfield, PhD, Chair, Alpine Area Wildfire Protection Coalition, NFPA HIZ 
Certified 

Subject: Feedback on Town of Alpine ordinances related to open burning, recreational 
burning and management burning 

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to comment on the existing ordinances as 
presented. 

Overall, I feel the ordinances need to align with state and county policy as well as the 
policies of the two surrounding forests as closely as possible.  The town is surrounded by 
state and federal lands as well as private lands within the county boundary (e.g. Rees).  
Thus, it is imperative that efforts to mitigate fire potentials must come as a unified front as 
the town itself is a very small footprint in existing fuel loads.  It is also important to 
recognize that the town itself presents the higher potential for creating an ignition. 

Another broader point of consideration/need is that the town needs some level of 
enforcement to make these policies work.  It is not the job of the fire chief to enforce legally 
binding policies/ordinances. 

Section 1. Definitions, there is a typo on the 4th line of the second paragraph it should read 
“area of three (3) feet ….). 

Section 2. Emergency Declarations who will make the declaration?  And based on what?  
Is this done with the forests and/or the county?  This should be well defined to not be 
considered arbitrary and capricious. 

Regarding Section 4. Recreational Fires, I am aware of some town residences that have 
an almost nightly recreational fire that do not fit the current regulations of distance from all 
other combustibles, and they simply allow it to burn out overnight and unattended.  
Neighbors need a way to report this in a manner that does not create conflict, and the town 
needs a way to enforce compliance.  Thus, a need within this ordinance that requires all 
fires to be fully extinguished prior to leaving them.  This should apply to Section 5. Portable 
Outside Fireplaces as well.  Also, within Section 4 the space requirement of being 25 feet 
from combustibles should include overhead combustibles. 

Lastly, I think the town needs to consider reviewing building codes to encourage fire 
resistant building materials and Firewise landscaping.  Now would be opportune to do this 
with the current ongoing updates of the Alpine Master Plan and the county Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan. 

The Alpine Area Wildfire Protection Coalition is always willing to assist the town.  Feel free 
to reach out to me 307-413-4800. 



 
Hilliard, Michael W<mhilliard@usbr.gov> 
Office 
Monica Chenault;Eric Green 

EXTERNAL EMAIL - This email was sent by a person from outside your organization. Exercise caution when 
clicking links, opening attachments or taking further action, before validating its authenticity. 

 
Thanks for the opportunity to review.  
 
I don't have any specific comments regarding the ordinances.  
 
For awareness, below is the 43 CFR Part 423 that outline public conduct on Bureau of Reclamation 
facilities, lands, and waterbodies 
 
eCFR :: 43 CFR Part 423 -- Public Conduct on Bureau of Reclamation Facilities, Lands, and 
Waterbodies 
 
Thanks, 
 
Michael Hilliard 
Assistant Area Manager | Upper Snake Field Office 
Snake River Area Office | Bureau of Reclamation 
Office (208) 677-6901 
mhilliard@usbr.gov 
 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/subtitle-B/chapter-I/part-423
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/subtitle-B/chapter-I/part-423
mailto:ralcorn@usbr.gov
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